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TO THE 


READER. 


Refaces, methinks, are ſo much like 
the Printed Bills, paſted upon the 
Booths in Bartholomew- Fair, to give 

an Account of the Entertainment you are 
to expect within ; that,, were it not in 
| PureComplyance with Cuſtom,one would 
forſwear writing any. But the World 
is humorous, and muſt be ſerved accor- 
ding to its own Faſhion. - Every Thing's 
damn'd,. that is not 4 /a ode, And he 
that publiſhes a Book, without Civilly 
accoſting the Reader at the Beginning, is 
thought to entrench upon Good Manners. 

To prevent all theſe Inconveniences,”tis 
thought fit once- more to ſay a Word or 
Two; not inPraiſe of this/0/-me of Letters, 
(&en let it-take its Fortune as the other 
Four have done) but by Way of <4pology 
for ſome Things which may ſeem liable to 
Cenſure. 


Some perhaps will be offended at the 
A3 Zeal 
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Zeal which appears in this Arabian, when © 
he writes in Honour of the Idahomeran 
Faith, Others will as much wonder at | 
his Looſneſs and Indifference, his Donbt- 
fulneſs of all Things : For, in ſome of his 
Letters, he appears a Great Sceptick, and 
confeſſes himſelf ſo. 

Theſe Gentlemen ovght to conſider, 
that his Style and Sentiments, are ſuited 
to the Quality of the Perſon to whom he 
writes. To his Intimate Friends, he un- 
boſoms himſelf with Abundanceof Frank- 
neſs: But when he addreſſes to the ufri, | 
or other Grandes of the Port, he is Cau- | 
tious and Reſerved. | 

It may be ſuppos?d, that he underſtood 
himſclf very well, or elſe he was not fit 
for that Employment in Paris, And, with« 
out Doubt, having had his Education in 
the Seragho, as he profeſſes, he was no 
Stranger to the Punttilio's of Addreſs us?d | 
in the Turkiſh} Court, It was his Policy |} 
and Intereſt, to appear a very Devout | 
Alahometan, when he wrote to the 1ini- 
fiers of State : And *tis poſſible, he was 
ſo in Reality, or at leaft perſuaded him- 
ſelf ſo at certain Seaſsns. And yet this 
hinders not, but he might at other Times | 
take the Liberty to deſcant on ſome Ab- | 
ſurdities in their Do&rine and Pratice, | 
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when he wrote to his Familiars, and was 
minded to converſe with Freedom. 

If in ſome Points, he ſeems to give Cre- 
dit to the Arabian Writers, who have 
treated of Egypt and its Antiquities ; in 0+ 
thers, he ſhews himſelf a Man not over- 
fond of Fables and Romances. 

However, let his Opinzons be what they 
will, and his Sentiment never ſo Extrava- 
gant in Matters of Speculation and Contro- 
verſy;, ſo long as his Morals are ſaund 
and good, there's no Occaſion to be Cap- 
tious. We need not fear that any Chri- 
ſtian, or any Man of Sznce will be Pro- 
ſelyted by his Letters, to a Religion which 
he himſelf, tho? profeſling it, yet ſo often 
doubts of, and ridicules. 

He ſpeaks very Honourably of Chriſt, 
and Impartially of Chriftians, accuſing 
their Yices rather than their Dottrines, 
and appearing all along a Moderate Man 
in his Sentiments of Religion, and a Friend 
to Virtue and Reaſon, If he diſcovers 
ſome Faillings, in being too Melancholy ; 
conlider, that he was a Mortal like-other 
Men. However, Reader, admire his Une 
tainted Loyalty, and Imitate it, 

You will find in this Yolume, True H:- 
ſtory, with Variety of Solid Remarks. 
And not a few Secrets of Cardinal Maza- 
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»ini, and Oliver Cromwel, Uncabineted, 
Particularly, that Famous /ntrigue Carrl- 
cd on by Colonel Spintelet and his Confede- 
rates, to ſave Oftend from being ſurpri- 
zed by the French in the Year 1658, and 
to bubble Two of the Ableſt Stareſmen 10 
Enrope. 

After all, aſſure thy ſelf, that the next 
Volume will contain more Illuſtrious Re- 
lations, than any that has gone before. 
Where you will hear of an End put to 


the War between France and Spain, after 


it had laſted Five and Twenty Years 
and the Marriage of Lews XIV. with 
the Spaniſh Infanta ; as alſo of an Univer- 
al Peace in Chriſtendom : The Reſtaurati- 
on of Charles II. to his Crown and King- 
adoms, after Twelve Years Exile in Foreign 
Countries, and Twelve ſeveral Revolutions 
of Government, here at Home. With 
many other Memorable and Important 
Events and TranſaQtions in the World : 
As the Creadful Earthquake which over- 
turned Part of the Pyrenean Mountains ; 
tac more Deſtructive Plague which ſwept 
away almoſt a Hundred Thouſand People 
in £40; and the Deplorable Fire which 
conſurned the Greateſt Part of that Fa- 
mous City, in the Space of Three Days. 
You wall there alſo find an Account of 
' | the 
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the Death of that Great Aimiſter of State, 
Cardinal Mazarim : Of the Duke of Or- 
leance, Uncle to the French King : Of the 


Dutcheſs of Savoy: Of Carolus Joſephus, 


the Emperor's Brother : Of the Duke of 
Vendome : Of the Queen-Mother of France z 
and of Philip IV. King of Spain, with 0- 
ther Perſons of Princely Quality. 

For this Arabian was Careful to tranſ. 
mit to the Ottoman Port, Intelligetice of 
all Things which were moſt Remark- 
able in Exrope. And that his Letters might 
not ſeem Tedious, he intermix*'d or a{ 
Refleftions, with ſome Aſaxims of Policy, 
Eſſays of Reaſon, and now and then 2 
Touch of Philoſophy. And if we may 
gueſs at the Cauſe of his more abounding 
in theſe Kind of A4/cellary Diſcourſes af- 
ter the Year 1659, than he did before : 
It ſeems probable, that a General Peace 
about that Time being eſtabliſhed in Eu- 
rope, he had little elſe to write, but his 
Obſervations on the ſeveral States and 
Courts of Chriſtian Princes, the Different 
Manners, Cuſtems and Laws of People ; . 
the Counſels and Intrigues of Stateſmen : 
With . ſuch” other Matters as occurred ' 
worthy of Notice. 

If either in this Volume, or in thoſe 
that are to come, he ſeems in any of his 
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Letters to alter his Opinion, and contra- 
di& his Former Sentiments 3 remember, 
tis no more than what the Greateſt Wri- 
ters have done, who have lived to Old 
Ape, as this Agent did. No Body is Ig- 
norant of St. Auguſtine's Retrattations, and 
Cornelius Agrippa*'s Vanity of Sciences ; 
wherein thoſe Two Great Authors run 
counter to all that they had writ before. 
And 'twere eaſy to produce a Hundred 
Inſtances beſides. 

In a Word, Reader, take in good Part 
the Tranſlator's Pains, who renders 
Things as he found *tm, without Al- 
tering or Corrupting the Sence of his 
Copy. Farewel. 
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3 | Mahmut the Arabian, aud Vileſt of 
6 the Grand Signior's Slaves, to the . 
| Myſterious Elad, Arbitrator of 

n Doubtful Problems, Prince of the 


: Muftt's. 
| 
HEN I firſt came to Pari;, my 
| T»ftrattions were not fo Full and 
Wy - Particular, as to direct me in 
all Emergencies. A great ma- 
ny Things were left to my'own Condu&t and 
Prudence, both in _ and Religions Mat- 
NN» ters 
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ters. So that if I have made any falſe Steps, 
I hope 'twill be Excufable; mRepard, 'ris nor 
ſo much my Fault, as that of the 1f7-iters 
who reſide at the Argo Port. I have often 
addreſs'd to them, defiring Supplemental 
Rules and Cautions in ſome Peculiar Caſes 
which I propos'd: But they have been very 
ſparing of their Counſels. "Tis true indeed, 
about Five Years ago, I receiv'd ſome Particu- Þ 
lar Orders trom the then Yizir Azem, and © 
the Kaimacham, as alſo from thy Sarnttry: 
Wherein I was commanded to write with all * 
Freedom to the Grandees. This,with the other * 
Dire6tions, has been of great Uſe to me. It * 
has arm'd me with” freſh Courage, and re- . 
mov'd the Melancholy Apprehenſions I had 
of ſome Mens Revenge, whoſe Vices I re- 
prov'd. Praiſe be to Goa, King of the Day 
of Judgment, I have accus'd no Man wrong- ' 
fully. Yet I was full of Fears, even in the * 
Pertormance of my Duty: Knowing, that 
Mortals Generally love to have their Faults 
- Conceald, and purſuethoſe with Malice, who 
diſcover or reprehend %*m- But now, all my | 


Fears in that Kind are vaniſh'd. Yer, I have © 


Scruples of another Nature, which-none but * 
the /nfallible Guide of the Faithfulcan diſperſe. | 

Ever fince I have refided here, I have been | 
preciſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our 
Holy Law, o far as confiſted with the Security 
and Succeſs of my Commeſſion, For, I have been 
torc'd to leap over many Lyes and Falſe Qaths, 
to conceal my ſelf. I have likewiſe done A- 
-bundance of other Irregular Things, to pro- 


mote © 
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mote the Cax/e I am 'd in. For all 
which, thou haſt vouchſat d me a Diſpenſa- 
tions There remains One Thing, .in which 
thy Advice is Neceſlary. | 

I have been hitherto PunRual in keeping 
the Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed 
to all A2uſſulmans. Which, thou knowelk, 
falls Earlier by Eleven Days every Year,than it 
did the Year before- So that in the Space of 
Four and Thirty Years, it paſſes through all 
the Four Seaſozs. Now this Succeſſive Va- 
riation of the Great Faft, cauſing it ſome- 
times to fall at the very Times of the moſt 
ſolemn Feſtivals among the Nazarenes, ſuch 
asthat which they call their Chri/tmas, which 
is a Feaſt of Thirteen Days; I fear leſt I may 
be taken Notice of, ſhould I, by Celebrating 
the Ramezas at thoſe Times, contradidt the 
Univerſal PraStice of all the Franks, and ſtart 
Suſpicions in thoſe with whom I converſe, to 
my Diſadvantage and Ruine- . 

To thee therefore, who art the #3/e/# of the 
Wiſe, 1 fly tor Counſel in this Exigency : Be- 
{eeching thee,to diate plainly whatlam todo. 

I know, that the Sick, or Wounded, or 
Travellers, are Diſpensd wigh, if they Vio- 
late the Sacred Aoon. At which Time, the 
Gates of Paradiſe are 'd, and Inviſible 
Favours are done to the Devout Qbſervers of 
this Precept: Whilſt the Avennzes of Hel 
are barricado'd, and all the Devils Chain'd up 
from appearing abroad, or doing any Miſchief 
in the #orld, I fay, I am not Ignorantof the 
Inauigence which is given to Men under ſuch 

B22 Cicumſitances; 
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<Circumſtances; provided they ſatisfy the Law, 
by keeping the Faſt at ſorne other Seaſon, 
-Tnore agreeable to their Health, or other Ne- 
ceſlities. And thus far I cou'd have flenc'd 
the. Alarms of my own Conſcience, without 
moleſting thee: Knowing, that a uſſul/man 
4 always allow'd -this Liberty in a Foreign 
Country, much moreina Regon of Infidels. 
But that which I aim ar, 1s to be inform'd, 
Whether, to put the better Diſguize upon my 
ſelf, and more efficacioully ro proſecute the 
Intereſt of the Grand Signior, I may not al 
ways Celebrate this Faſt, at the preciſe Time 
That the Chriſtians keep their Lent ? For then 
Z ſhould paſs unſuſpetted, and no Man wou'd 
take me for any other, than a Chriſtian and 
2 Catholick, Nay, my Manner of Daily Fa- 
ſting at that Time, wou'd raile me a Conſide- 
rable Credit among the Chriſtians that know 
me-They wou'd cry me up for aSaint,or a ver 
HelyMan.For,the Faſt of the Chriſtians is Feaſt, 
in Compariſon with the Rigorows Abſtinence 
of the ALeſſuimars. Thoſe indeed retrain all 
Sorts of Fle/h, but they load their Tables with 
Variety of Fi/þ and other Dainties; neither 
have they Parience to tarry tor their Repaſt 
beyond the Mid-Day. Whereas, the 14#/- 
ſulmans taſte of Nothing during the Ramezan, 
cill the Sz» is gone down, and the Stars ap- 
pear. No, not even in the parching Deſarts 
of Arabia, where Men are ready to periſh of 
Thirſt» Yet no Man will extend his Hand to 


the Water-Pot, to refreſh himſelf -in thoſe 7 


Unſpeakable Agonies, till the Shadow of the 


"CET 


Earth, © 
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Earth, is advanc'd into the Higher Region of 
the Air, and has baniih'd the leaſt 'Glimmer- 
ings of the Sun. When therefore the Franks 
ſhall ſee me Faſt after this Auſtere Faſhion in 
their Zent, they. will fay, I ama very Mors 
tify'd Man, and a Devout Cathelick : For, 
they judge — by the Our-fide. So, 
if any Danger ſhould threaten me, I ſhould 
find Friends among the Zealots: And- the 
Indifferent , wou'd not appear my Enenatts : 
But the Wicked, whoſe Black Guilt has ren- 


** dred %m a Terror to themſelves, as well as 


TIRAL 


an Abomination to others, wou'd ſtand in 
fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
wou'd be open for me, to«ſ{cape a Diſcovery 
of the Secrets committed ro my Charge. 

'Twould be much more to my Satisfaction, 
it I cou'd with Safety Celebrate this Faſt, in 
the very Moon wherein the Alcoran was 
brought down from Heaven, as all Good 
AMuſſnulmani Generally do- But 1 am taught, 
not to betray, or ſo much as hazard the Af- 
fairs of my Great Maſter, for a mere Nicety 
or Panit:lio of Religion, Godis the Aerciful 
of the Mercifnul. And it is his #74, that the 
Empire of the Trae Faithful, ſhou'd be ex- 
tended where-ever the /40n or the San ſhine 
on Earth. 

Great Oracle of the Muſſulmans, Dottor of 
Faith and Verity, it is in thy Power to confirm 
or ſhake my Reſolution in this Point. For, 
from thy Sentence, there isno Appeal. 


Paris, 5the of the 7th. oor, 


of the Tear 1654 B3 LET- 
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LETTER UL. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 
Vienna. 


T' Hou Informeſt me, that the X:zg of the 
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Romans is dead, and that divers Proargies ' 


I 


happen'd about the Time of his Expirings 
Whilſt others report, That the German Em- 
peroxr himſelf died the gth. of the laſt 2foon. 
However, I ſhall tranſmit thy Advice to the 
Shining Port ; not truſting to the Uncertain 
Intelligence of Fame. 

Kines and Emperoxurs muſt refign up their 
Breath, as well as Other Mortals. 'Tis a 
Tribute we all owe to Natare, who will be 
paid, one Time or other- Neither has ſhe 
ever exempted any from the Common Lot, 
ſave Enoch, Elas, and Jeſus the Son of IMa- 
73> Theſe were Holy Prophets, Perfe&t Saints, 
and void of Original Sin; and therefore re- 
ceivd an X's noch Tho' thoſe of your 
Nation, and the Chriſtians believe, That the 
laſt of theſe Threedied on a Cro/5. 

As forall others, they have either been diſ- 
folv'd by Sickneſs, or ſnatch'd away by ſud- 
den Death : Some by an rw:/#hle Dart from 
Heaven; Others by the Ruder Hand of Mor- 
tals like themſelves; Millions by the Sword 
and Spear, and Ten Millions by the ſwifter 
and more Unavoidable Stroke of the ay 

an 
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and Bullet. Whilſt not a few have receiv'd 
their Death, from the very Elements which 
ſupported their Zife. An Unruly Fire has 
crumbled ſome into their Firſt: Aromes, and 
mingl'd their Aſhes with thoſe of their Houſes 
and Beds of Repoſe : Whilſt Water, a Con- 
trary Principle, has quench'd the Yita/ Flamd 
in others. There is but One Payto enter into 
this Life ; but the Gates of Death, and the 
Inviſible State, are without Namber. And 
the Greateſt Ifonarch may as well fall by the 
Prick of a Thorn, as by the Edge of a Sword. 
Every Time I ſwallow my Meat, I remem- 
ber the Fate of him who was choak'd by a 
Grain of Pepper; And that of Anacreon the 
Rk who was ſtrangl'd by the Store of a 
ail. 

Yet I am not ſolicitousin Chufing or Avoid- 
mg Particular Deaths; knowing, that no 
Human Counſel,” can prevent the Decrees of 
Deſtiny. It rathes pleaſes me to think (ſuch 
is my Ambition ) that by whatſoever Method 
I am ſent to the Grave, there I ſhall be Equal 
to the Alexanders, Ceſars, Timurlengs, and 
the Greateſt Mortals- For there is no Di- 
ſtinction of Noble and Valgar, in that Region 
of Azarchy, where all Ranks are levell'd in 
the Duſt: As Diogenes told Alexander the 
Great ; when the Monarch, beholding that 
Philoſopher in a Charnel-Houſe, his Eyes at- 
tentively fix'd on the Bones of the Dead which 
lay in Heaps, ask'd him, What he was doing ? 
To whom Drogenes reply'd, I am looking Ag 
thy Father Philip' Bones, but cannot aiſtin- 

B 4 guiſh 
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guiſh em from thoſe of his Slaves: Some ſuch 
Thought as this, might perhaps firſt oecafion - 
the Cuſtom of writing Epitaphs on the Se- 
palchers of Eminent Perſons. Among which | 
I have read ſome made by the Entomb'd j 
themſelves, whilſt they were on this {tde the 
Grave; and for their ſingular Phancy, were 
thought worthy to beRecorded by Fb/toriapns- 
Such as this: 


| T Sabbas of Milan, by Blood a Ca- 
{tihan; Friar and Knight of Jeru- 
lalem, wiſh a happy Reſurretion 
to my Aſhes. While I was alive 
amons Mortals, a little ſatisfy'd 
me. Now 1 am dead, and alone in 
my Grave, Iam content with leſs, 
| T neither knew my ſelf, what I was ; 
| nor do thou enquire. Traveller,who- 

ever thou art, if thow be Pious, 

pray for me, and paſs on. Fare- 

well, and live mindful of Death. 

Living, I provided this Epitaph, | 
knowing I muſt die: +: ; 
The Birth and Life of Myrtals, are 
nothing but Toil and Death. 


—— 
4 __ 
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Such another was that of Heliodorws, a 
Aber; who caus d himſelf to be Bury'd near 
to the Pillars of Hereales, with this D1ſcrip- 
tion on his Tomb. 


1 Heliodorus, « Mad Carthaginian, 
have commanaed by my laſt Will and 
Teſtament, that T ſhou'd be Tnterr'd 
here in this Fartheſt Angle of the 
World : To make Experiment, whe- 
ther any Man more Mad than my 
ſelf, wou'd travel thas far 10 viſit 
my Sepulcher. 


But that which Semiramis caus'd to be 
Inſcrib'd on her Tomb, was-a perfect. Satyr 
on the Living. It was:this ; 


I Semiramis, whilt Living never was 
in need of Money , yet was always 
Compaſſionate to the Poor, Now 
I'm Dead, my Grave is my Trea- 
ſary, If any of Royal Race be in 
Want, tet him open this Dormi- 

* tory, and he ſhall find a Suply.. 


When 
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When Darixs Conquer'd Babylon, and was 
cold of this Epitaph ; g with Avarice, he 
caus'd the Sepalchey to be open'd, in his own 
Preſence. But inſtead of Money, they onl 
found a Tablet of Braſs, with theſe Wor 
Engraven on it : 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the 
Interpretation. T never was Cove- 
z0us ; onely ſuch are Poor, theſe I 
pity; and have therefore provided. 
this Leſſon as a Treaſure, for the 
Mar who for Lucre ſhall preſume to 
violate my Tomb : 


" If thou wilt Rob the Living, forbear 


ro Plunder the Dead; left they 
bring thee to Shame, as T have 
done. 


Thou telleſt me, that the Emperoxr ſeems 
not to be much grievd for the Death of his 


Son, the Roman King- Perhaps his Sorrow © 


is ſo great, that. it cannot finds Vent. Vio- 
lent and Uncommon Paſſions, are apt to ſmo- 
ther within the Heart, whilſt oaly ſmaller 
Griefs break forth in Tears. 

It was a Memorable Saying of a certain 
Kng of Ezypt, who was overcome: by Cam- 
byſes 
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byſes the Perſian Monarch, and taken Cap- 
tive with all his Children; When the Cruel 
Conquerour, to ſport- himſelf in the Mi- 
{ery of his Royad Priſoners, and inſult o'er the 
Vanquiſh'd Egyptians, firſt caus'd the Daugh- 
ter of the Captive King, to be employ'd in 
the Meaneſt Offices with the Common 4/aves, 
before her Father's Face: Then his Sx to be 
bridI'd, and curb'd like a Horſe, with a vaſt 
Burden ty'd on his Back- At both which 
diſmal SpeGtacles, the Poor Egyptian AMo- 


- xarch ſhed not one Tear : But when he faw 


one that had formerly been his Servant, reduc'd 
to great Poverty, he wept bitterly. Cam- 
byſes aking him the Reaſon, Why he ſeem'd ſo 
Inſenfible of his Childrens Calamity, and yet 
was touch'd with ſo tender a Grief for the 
Misfortune of a Stranger> He anſwer'd, Sor 
of Cyras, the Deſolation of my Family aſflicts 
me with ſo profound a Sorrow, that\ no Tears 
can expreſs it: But my Compaſſion td this di- 
ſtreſs a Servant, being not ſo Violent, eaſily 
breaks forth in Tears 

Nathas, 1 wiſh thee neither Extreme Joy 
—- Grief; for they are both hurtful to the 

cart. 


Pavis, it. of the 8th. Afoon, 
of the Tear 1654s 
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LETTER IIL. 


To Mahummed, Hodgia, Venera- 
ble Eremit of the Cave replete with 
Wonders. 


WW Hen I contemplate thy Life & tuil of 
Innocence, and void of the very Sha- 
dow of Vice, I am like a Serpent rowz'd 
from his Sleep, by a Breeze of Cooler Wind, 
or the Noiſe of a Traveller on the Road. My 
Soul ſtarts; and unfolding all the” drowzy 
Curls of Senſuality, ſtretches jt telf at full 
Length. —_—_— and aſham'd of its own /; 
Lethargy, it ſwiftly retires into any dark Cor- ® 
ner, to cover it felt from the Light of its own 

Faculties, and from the brighter Reflections #4 
cf thy Spirit, which penetrate like the Beams 
of the Sun- | 


. 


Ido not preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour 
of my Nativity, my Friends that have flat- 
ter'd me into an Erroneous Belief of my own 
Vertue, or my Enemies that have provok'd 
me, and by various Trains entangl'd me in 
the Paths of Vice. Such AMalediftion, onely 
becomes. the Mouth of a Few or a Libertine : | 
For, we arrive at Perfeft:on, not by Curſing * 
the Ev1il, but by Imitating the Good. 

I rather bleſs the Hour of Conjunttion, the 
Influence of my better Stars, and the Conſtella- 
$015 of a more propitions Horoſcope ; The Mo- 
ment 


JMI 
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ment when I had the Honour to touch the 
Sand before thy Feet with my Lips, in that 
Santtuary of Holineſs. O thou Patron of 
Good Intentions, Sincere Reformer of Human 
Errors, Refulgent Pattern of the Pious, Glo- 
ry ofthe Wiſe, moſt Excellent of the Excel- 
lent, Phenix of the Age | 

Praiſe be to God, the Firſt and the Zaft- 
Peace to the Arge/s who ſtand round his 
Throne, and to the Prophets who: rejoice in 
his Preſence. An Univerſal Jabilce to all the 
Inhabitants of Paradiſe: And Eternal Feli- 
city to the Saint of the Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soxl is Expanded Wide as the Firma- 
ment. 

I am raviſh'd and full of Ec/tafres, becauſe 
there is not found thy Equal on this Side the 
Clouds. When thou ſhalt be cropt from the 
Earth, the Mirrour of Mortals, the Flow 
of Human Nature is gone. The Trees of the 
Wilderneſs will lament thy Death, by whoſe 
Preſence they flouriſh'd, and brought forth 
their Fruit in due Seaſon, At thy Depar- 
ture, the Graſs of the Field will fade and 
wither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down 
the Rain and Dew of He , to render Ara- 
bia fertile in Herbage. 

The Beaſts will Languiſh for want of Pa- 
ture, and Men will bewail the Dearth of the 
Land; knowing, that the Zife of the Juft, 
_ the Grownd to-produce a Plenteons Hax- 
velt. 
But no Mourning will be like that of lar 
wht, who can boaſt of thy particular _ 

| IP3 
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ſhip; angd.in loſing thee, will be as if he were 
depriv'd of the Light of the Sn, or the Mor- 
ning Air, or the Benefit of Fire and Water. 
For, ſo thy Favours are refreſhing, as the E- 
lements, without which we cannot live. 

Therefore, as oft as I turn my Face to 
the City SanCtified by the Birth of our Holy 
Prophet, I ſend up Vows to Heaven for th 
Long Life; beſeeching Goa, for the Univerſal 
Good of Nature, to continue the Man on 
Earth, the Ve/Fment of whoſe Sox, is compo- 
ro of Rays darted from all the Fortanate 

HAYS. 

Tell me, O thou ele of the Holy Ones 
in the Eaſt, Fawourite of the Angels, ſecret 
Friend of the: Erernal, Envoy Extraordinary 
from the Onnipoteat, Agent Incognito for the 
Court of Heaven! Tell me by what Chart t 
ſhall ſteer my Courſe through this Life, Un- 
certain as the Sea, and toſs'd with. as man 
Tempeſts. I find in my ſelf, manifeſt Incli- 
nations to Vertue, and whatſoever is Good : 
Yet I ſtill miſtake the Methods of attaining 
my-End. I wou'd fain be Perfe&tly Pious, 
Jult and Wiſe, but know not how to.compals 
my: Deſign. One, Event or other, Kill tru- 
ſtrates my Labour: Either a Friend or an 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties 
Without, or my Paſſions Within, ſtop me in 
the Beginning, or the Midft of the Glorious 
Career, the Race which cannot be run with- 
out noble Agonies- 

Fhen I take-Breath, and rowzing, my. (elf 
with freſh' Yigours, I cheerfully addreſs $0 

rene 
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the Combat, which crowns the 7i&dor with 
Immortality» My Courage is Great, my Re- 
folution fix'd, at the Firlt fetting out : I gain 
Ground on a Sudden, the Feels of my Cha- 
riot are for a Time like thoſe of the Sw3,whole 
Momentary. Advances are not perceiv'd by 
Mortals. But before I get half way to the 
Meridzan, ome Unskillful Phaeton, an Erro- 
neous Thought or a Giddy Paffion,, over- 
throws me. Either Old Habits or New: Tem- 

tations, hinder me from gaining the Prize, 
in the O/ympicks of Vertxe. 

Thus, often foil'd, I retire with Shame and 
Weakneſs: And finding no Redrefs within, 
I fly to thee, who art Created a Direftor of 
the Porld.: 

"Twill be an Offence to. make Repetitions, 
and ask thy Counſel again : I will henceforth 
endeavour to follow thy Example, which is 
certainly the moſt Corref# Rale of a Religions 
Life. But then I cannot ſerve the Grand Sig- 
»ior in this Poſt. Reſolve my Doubts. Is it 
Lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and re- 


 tiremtoa Deſart? It not, I will erect a &- 


litude in the Midft of this Populous City, and 
build an Hermntage in my own Heart. If I 
cannot arrive at the PerfettionT aim at, I will 
at leaſt endeavour to be as Good as I can» 
There is a Religious Dexterity, by which a 
Man may in the Midſt of or/dly Bufinels, 
make to himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk 
free from the General! Contagion of Mortals. 
If I cannot perform any Emnent Good, E will 
take Care to abſtain from Enormons Evil: : 
Neither 
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Neither 'will I commit the Leaſt, without a 
Good Intention; which I am aflured by the 
Aufti, ſometimes ſanctifies a Bad Afton, 
If I le or forſwear my felt, it ſhall be to ſerve 
my Great Maſter. If I diſlemble my Rel+- 
gion, and Counterfeit a Chriſtian; I will pro- 
poſe to my ſelf, the greater Advantage of the 
Muſſulman Fanth. Thus, ſome Higher End, 
ſhall always direct my Intention and Per- 
formances. 

Bur if thou ſhalt tell-me after all, That this 
is rtot the Way to Paradiſe, Iwill forſake all 
Worldly Intereſt, wherein I find ſo many Ene 
tanglements, and take up my Reſidence in 
fome humble Cave, or Cleft of a Rock, or 
Hollow of a Tree, where I will ſpend the 
Reſt of my Days, in Contemplating the Fir jt 
Eſſence, and- all. that flows from it. I will 
bid a Final - Adieu + to this Perfidions Age, to 


the Vain Generation of Mortal: that live in it,to - 


whoſe Converſe I ſhall have Reaſon to prefer 
that of the Beaſts, whoare far more Innocent, 
and leſs debauchd than Mer. Even Lyons 
and Tygers in the Utmoſt Fury of their Hun- 
ger, abſtain from preying on thoſe of their 
Own Kind. Man is the onely Cannibal, who 
devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows 
down the Blood of him, who bears the ſame 
Image as himſelf. - 

I ſpeak not of the Ancient Scythians, Maſe 
fagetes or Tartars, nor of the more Modern 
Salvages in America, who ſtuffd their greedy 
Paunches with Human Fleſh. "Their Bar- 
bariſms has crept by Tranſmigration, into we 
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moſt Civiliz'd Empires and States; and ignot 
= Leſs Cruel, becauſe it has chang'd its 
orm. 

Nor do I tax the more excuſable Epicuri/ſm 
of thoſe, who ranſack all the Elkments for 
Dainties, whoſe Tables are Ioaded with the 
ſlaughter d Carcafſes of Birds, Beaſts and 
Fiſhes ; their Houſes polluted with an Extra- 
vagant Profuſion of the Blood of thoſe Crea- 
twres,which the Eternal Mind Form'd to Live, 
and Enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well as 
our ſelves, | | 

But I accuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe 
Cannbals in "Diſguiſe, whoſe very Bread is 
mingled with the I2arrow of the Poor; and 
their greater Delicacies are Ragoo's, compoun- 
ded of the Blood of Widows and Orphans : 
Whilſt they ſtarve and ruine whole Families, 
to ſupport a Needleſs Grandeur, a Momen- 
tary Pomp, which vaniſhesalmoſt as ſoon as 
It appears. 

Yet theſe Men think to pacify Heaven, by 
building Magnificent Temples and 0ratories ; 
by entailing their Eſtates to Converts and Ho- 


ſpitals: Asif the —_— were to bs brib'd ; 
p4 


or took Pleaſure in Gifts, which are but the 
Fruits of Robbery and Injuſtice. Can the Sa- 
crifices of Infidels be more Acceptable, becauſe 
they are made on Altars of Gold? Or even 


the Prajers of —_—_ in that they are 
breath'd out in 2ſqzes, built of the hineſt 


Marble, cruſted over with Precious Stones, and 
adorned with Carpets and Hangings of the 
Richeſt Tiſſues Broccades ? The Ancient 
Pagans can inſtruct us better- Thou 
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Tho wilt not think me tedious, if I re- 
late a Paſſage which juſt comes into my Mind; 
Of a Certain Great Man in A/ia, who pol- 


{e(s'd vaſt Herds of Cattle, and was accuſto- ' 


m'd to make Magnificent 0b/ations to the Goas, 
This Granaze once made a Prigrimage to Del- 
phos, Famous in thoſe Days, tor the Oracle of 
Apollo. He carried with him a Hundred Balls, 
whoſe Horns were enchasd in Gold, bein 
fpurr'd on with Extraordinary Devotion, a 
efigning to do a fingular Honour to the Ged. 
When he arrived at the Place, puff'd up with 
his Coſtly Preſents, and the Flatteries of his 
Attendants; he boldly approach'd the Tem- 
ple, thinking no Man on Earth more worthy 
of the Gods Friendſhip than himſelf; demand- 
ing of the Pythoneſs (for fo they call'd the 
Woman, who perform'd. the Office of Prieft- 
hood there) Whoamong all Mortals made the 
moſt acceptable Sarrife, and departed with 
the Greateſt Bleſſing from the 0racle? (for he 
preſumed, the Preheminence would be gran- 
ted to himſelf:) When ſhe anſwered, That 
oe Clearchus of Methydrium, was the moſt 
devout, and dear tothe Gods of all Men. 
Aſtoniſh'd above Meaſure -at this unexpe- 
Cted Reply, the vain Bigot reſolv'd to find out 
this Man, and learn of him what Method he 
took to pleaſe the Divinity. He haſtens there- 
fore to Methydrium: And when he firſt came 
within View of it, he deſpisd the Meanneſs 
of the Place, judging it impoſſible, That one 
Man, or all the Town, could be able to pre- 


{ent the Gods with more Magnificent my” ”" | 
than 
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than he. Having found out Clearchas, he 
ask'd him, What Sacrifices he us'd to make 
to Appollo? To whom Clearchxs replyed, 
*T am a Poor Man, and whenlI go to Delphos, 
* I carry neither Silver nor Gold, but onely a 
* Basket of Fruits, the Beſt that my Farm 
* affords, which I freely offer to the Powers 
* which Govern AU Things, and from whom I 
* receive whatſoever I enjoy. Moreover, I 
* keep the Appointed: Holy Days; and my 
* Poorer Neighbours, go Chearful from my 
* Table. I never Ki/Pd any Thing: Nor have 
* I done to Avother, that which I would not 
* have done to my /elf. I pray to Jupiter every 
* Morning before the Sun ariſes, and at Night 
* when he goes down. - I keep my felt and my 
* Cottage clean. In all Things elfe, I live like 
© the Beaſts, that is, according to Natere. 
Thou wilt perceive by this, O' Pious Ere- 
»it, that —_— and Innocence, are the 
moſt Acceptable Sacrifices to the Supream!y 


' Merciful: And, that the moſt High God, 


takes no Pleaſure in the Swke of Buynt-Off er- 
12s, or the Pompous Addreſſes of the Great, 
but onely in the Pure Flames of a Devour 
Heart; the Integrity of a Juſt Man, void of 
Deceit and Guile. 

Thou THuſtrious Mahummed, art the Per- 
ſon in whom theſe Things are verify'd. May 
God ſhelter thee with his Aercies, to the 
Hour of Tranſmigration, and beyond the Laſt 
Flight of Time. 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 8th. Adcoy, 
of the Year 165 4. LET- 
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LETTER IV. 


To the Kaimacham. 


1 "PF Here are Two Aftions, which take up all 
the Diſcourſe at Preſent» One 1s the 
Siege of Stenay, aStrong Town in Flanders, 
before which the French Army is newly laid F 
down. The other, is the Inveſting of Arras *Þ 
by the Spaniards. 
'Tis the Preſence of many Hluſtrious Per- 
ſonages, that renders botiz theſe Sieges con(1- | 
| derable. In the French Camp are preſent, the © 
| King, Cardinal Mazarini, and all the Gran- | 
x gdees ofthe Comrt. In the Spaniſh, are Arch- 
Dutke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, Francis 
_e of Lorrain, with others of Prime Qua- | 
ty. 
They are very Vigorous on both Sides, in -- 
preflinng and defending theſe Two Places; as if 
the Fate of both Kingdoms, were now at Stake. 
In my Opinion, France runs the Greateſt Ha- 
þ zard: For, if the Spaniards ſhou'd prove Suc- 
| ceſsful in what 'tis faid they have reſolv'd up- 
| on, that is, the Relief of Stenay; If they 
ſhould give Battle, and get the Vittory, a 
Way would be open for them to penetrate in- 
to the Bowels of France. And 'tis thought, 
many Towns in this Kingdom wou'd open 
their Gates to them, whilſt the Prince of Con- 
de is at the Head of their Army, who does all 
Things in the Name of the French King: E- 
ven 


_ - 
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ven his Rebellion it ſelf, is maſqu'd under the 
—_ Title, Of Fating up Arms, to reſcue 
the Captive King from the Hands of Mazarini 
and his Adherents. A pretty Way of ſeducing 
the People from their Obedience. The Pa- 
rifrans, and indeed all the French, are divi- 
ded into Cabals and Parties; ſome eſpoufing 
the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, whilſt others 
manifeſt an Incorruptible — to their $6- 
vereign. I approve the Morals of the Lat- 
ter, yet privately rejoice at the Treaſons of 
the Former, wiſhing their Þteſtime Quar- 
rels (may continue till the Day of the Exrth- 
Hake. 

: Eliachim the Jew follows the Comrt, which 
rather ought now to be call'd the Camp. His 
Private Afairscall him that Way. From him 
I receive frequent Advice, of the moſt Impor- 
tant Matters in that Theatre of War. Hein- 
forms me, That the King of France's Preſence 
in the Siege of Stenay, inſpires his Soldiers 
with more'tthan Ordinary Vigor: And,That he 
ſhews daily Proofs of an extraordinary Cou- 
rage. He was one whole Night on.Horſe-back, 
giving Orders and directing his Enginiers. 
Next Morning, he ſenta Summons to the Go- 
vernonr : Who made a ſtout Reply, being re- 
folv'd to holdout to the laſt Extremity; and 
therefore fally'd out of the Town with a Party 
of Reſolute Men, who kill'd near Four Thou- 
ſand of the Beſtegers- 

But alas, theſe »fidels are only ſtout, 
whilſt well fed: Not knowing what it is to 
endure the Rigours of Famine, and other In- 

| tolerable 
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tolerable Hardſhips. Ir all the 7eftern Hi- 
ſtories, they cannot match the Bravery of a 
Garriſos in the Impregnable Fortre/s of Aer- 
din, Famous in our Arals for tuſtaining a 
Seven Years Siege, when the Mighty Timnrlen 
lay before it with his ?wincible Army. That 
Scourge of Heaven, to territy the Behieged, 
and give 'em an Earneſt of his Refolution, 
caus'd all the Old Trees round about this 
Place to be cut down, and Young ones to be 
planted in far greater Numbers: Declaring at 
the ſameTime,That he would not raiſe the Siege, 
till thoſe Trees ſhou'd be matare enough to bear 
Frait. When that Time came, he ſent a 
Preſent of the Fruits to the Governor of the 
Garriſon, as likewiſe of axtton, with this 
Meſlage, That he took pity on ſo brave a Man, 
Jearing leſt he wonld ſtarve for want of Neceſ- 
aries. 

As ſoon as the Governor had receiv d theſe 
Preſents , turning to the Meſſenger he faid, 
' Go tell thy Maſter, I thank him for his Pre- 
ſent of Fruits : But, for the Fleſh, we ſhall 
have no __ ſo long as eur Ewes 7 Jake Us 
Afilk enough to ſuſtain the Whole Garriſon. 
And that thy Maſter may be a(ſur d we are not 
in Want of that, 1 will ſend him a Preſent of 
Cheeſes made of the ſame. Accordingly, he 
commanded Four Cheeſes to be deliver'd 
to the Meſſenger. Which when Timarlien 
faw, and had heard the Words of the Gover- 
2or, he deſpaird of reducing that Place, tho' 
he had lain before it Seven Years, wantin 
only Two A40ns. But, had he underſt = 
wit 
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what ſort of Cheeſes theſe were, he wou'd no 
doubt have chang'd his Reſolution. For, it 
ſeems, _ were made of the 14k of Bitches, 
and were the very laſt Suſtenance the Garri/ox 
had, except the Fleſh it {elf of thoſe Vnc/ean 
Animals. Fa - 

Believe me, Sage 4n:/ter, ſuch Examples 
of Patience and Fortitude, - are very Rare- 
And this was the more Remarkable, in that ir 
was the Firſt Place, where that Invincible 
General had met with a Repulle. | 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 8th. cor, 
of the Near 1654s 
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LETTER YV. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


"THis is the Anniverſary Day of my Nati- 
vity}» Which I Celebrate not, as others 
do, on fach an Occaſion, with A£4rth and 
Revelling, with ufick and oy My Cham- 
ber is not pertum'd with the 1zcex/e of Ara- 
bia, nor with any Extraordinary Oaoar:: 
Neither is it adorn'd with "Flowers, Laurel, 
or the Branches of Green Trees, I am not 
at the Expenſe of Coft/y Os, to burn in a 
Mulritude of Zamps, and make Joyful 1/umi- 
nations, as at a Feaſt. Such Pompous Vani- 
ty, I leave to thoſe who perhaps _ m—_— 

| on 
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Reaſon to be Merry in this Life, than the 
Thoughtful and Penfive ahmyt can find 
Outs P 

On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in 
Extreme and Fruitleſs Ifowrning: But re- 
taining an Indifterence of Mind, I Conſecrate 
it to the Service of my -Reaſon and Contem- 
- plation : Which are the onely Things conſide- 

rable in Mortal Man. 

= ou _ __ Ifirſt awak'd Fo = 
ning, Ihave-been pondering on »y /e/f, an 
a Nature. 1 ſyffterd my Anxious 
Thoughts to ſtart back beyond the Hoxr of 
my B:rth, reflefting on the Impriſonwent T 
ſuffer'd in my Afother's Womb: Which yet I 
cannot in the leaſt remember. And this is 
the Caſe of all Men. We know not how we 
came into this Open World of Light, from 
that Region of Darkneſs; nor that ever we 
were ſo ſhut up, but as we are told by our 
Parentsand Common Experience confirms us, 
that this is the Lot ofall Afortals, How then 
ſhall we be able to diſcover, what Srate we 
were in before our Conception ? Whether we 
were in the Rank of 7hizgs which have Exi- 
ſtence, or whether we were not hid in the 
Womb of Nothing? 1 tell thee, this Thought 
has fll'd me with great Inquietudes. I am_ 
reſtleſs to know my own Or:gina/. I wou'd 
fain be intorm'd, if that which they call the 
Soul, be a Subſtance diſtin&t from the Boay, 
or onely the Finer Part of Matter, a ” 48 
tefſence of the Elements. If it be diſtintt, 2s 
Ihave Reaſon to believe, 'rwou'd be a - 
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eular Happineſs, to be ſatisfied where it was, 
before united to this Atachine of Fleſh and 
Bones: And whether that Von be Volwnt ary 
. or Forc'd, For, I muſt profeſs my (elf to be 
-altogether in the Dark as to theſe Scrutinics. 
Sometimes I join with the P/atoniſts, and 


conclude, all Humane Sonls to be Particles of 


the Divine Natzure, Beams of the Etera 
$1: And that though our L:i7ht benow cb- 
ſcurd and veil'd under this Cloud of Zarth!y 
Matter, yet we have formerly ſhin'd with 
an undiminiſh'd Spl:ndor, when only em- 
body'd in the Clearer Air, or more Refined 
Subſtance of the Sky. Perhaps, think I, for 
ſome Errors committed in that Szperioxr 
S$tate,weare ſent down into theſe Boazes as into 
Priſcas for our Puniſament. Thenl am vexd 
at the Fatal Dullaeſs of my Afemory, that 
retains no /aea of my paſt Conditior. 

At other Times (tor like all 2£4rtalsI am 
ſubject to Change) I embrace the Dottrincs 


of Pythagoras, which thou knowelt are gene- 


rally entertain'd all o'er the Ea/f: And bc<- 
lieving the Tranſmgration of Sorls from ons 
Living Creature to anotlier, I cannot be cer- 
tain but that I have bcen an Elephant, a C:- 
wel, or a Horſe, or perhaps fome more Cor- 
temptibie Animal; and for Gught 1 know, I 
have undergone all che Various Iinds of AJe- 
tamorphoſis that ever Ovid raention | 
However, be it how it will, I ſee no 
- Grounds to mate any Extravacant Soleinnity 
on the account of try being born ro whet I 
am now, that is, a 42:7, For, I think we 
S ary 
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are the onely Speftacles of Folly and Miſery, 
among all the Createres of God. 

We boaſt of Arts and Sciences ; yet the Wi- 
ſt of Mortals are always moſt ſenſible, That 


_ they know Nothing. One Man builds a State- 


ly Houſe, a Place of. Repoſe and Refuge tor, 
himſelfand his Family: Another comes and 
pulls it down, demoliſhing the only ftand- 
ing Aonnment of his Brother's Prudence, or 
rather of his Fo/ly, who perhaps conſum'd the. 
greateſt Part of his E/fate in that Coſtly Fa- 
brick ; Whereas, among all his Sciences, had 
he but learn'd to KNOW HIMSELF; 
an humble convenient Cottage wou'd have 
ſerv'd his Neceſſities during this Short Life, 


and fo he might have avoided the S$!roke of 


Envy. 

I tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build AL 
tars to Fortune, nor adore the External Page- 
arntry of the Rich and Great, I equally hate 
to be flatter'd my ſelf, as thoſe are, who in- 
= their Friends to ſolemnize their B:rth- 

aye ' 

Yet in thuscontemning External Honor, 1 
do the greateſt Reverence to my ſelf, whilſt 
I preſerve my Reaſos tree from beinggviolated 
or prophan'd by Fooliſh Cuſtoms, 


Paris, the 1ſt, of the 8th, Ion, 
of the Tear 1654- 
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LETTER VI. 


To the Selitar Aga, or Sword-Bcar- 
er to the Grand Siznior. 


Ometimes we ſeem to be aſleep here in this 
City, for Want of News. Bur of late, 
we have been rowzd by Poſt upon Pot: 
Soine bringing Intelligence of the Surrender 
of Stenay ro the French King, others of the 
Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards. Bur 
that which is of freſkeft Date, and for which 
all the Streets of Paris are this Night Ilumi- 
nated with Bonefkres, 1s the Relief of 4rras; 
Where the French have obtained a Glorious 
Victory. The Number of the Dead is nor 
yet known, but ſaid to be very great. And 
tis certain the Victors have taken above Se- 
ven THcuſand Priſoners, Sixty Cannon, Five 
Thouſand Waggons, an Equal Number of 
Horſes, with all the Plate and Rich Furni- . 
ture of the Prince of Conde, Arch-Dake Leo- 
old, Francis of Lorrain, and the other Gran- 
dees of the Spaniſh Army. In Fine, the French 
are Maſters of the Town, and of the Field, 
and all Flanaers appears now too little to hold 
Ems 
Theſe continual Succeſſes redound much to 
the Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Mazarini, 
who now ſeems above the Stroke of Misfor- 
tune or Malice. Yet no Man can call him- 
43 ſelf 


O— > <P ——_ —— 


{ 
[ 
| 
' 
}. 
[ 
/ 
i 


26 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 


elf Happy till the Hour of his Deat!:, which 
alone releaſes us from all Human Milcries. 

Some Days ago I receivd a Letter trom 

Nathan Ben $addi, which informs me of the 


. Death of the Rowan King, and of ſeveral Pro- 


digies which were ſeen before, and about the 
Time of his Departure. 

When he was firlt raken Sick, there aroſe a 
Violent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down 
the Cro/5 from one of . their Churches. Aﬀeer 
this, follow'd a terrible Earthquake, that 
ſhook the whole City, threatning to remove 
its Foundations. Moreover, an Old Eagle, 
a Domeſtick of the Imperial Palace, and that 


' hadliv'd there many Years, took Wing, the 


Day before the Kag s Sickneſs, and flew quite 
away. Then the Bells of the /mperial Chap-' 
pel rung Thrice of their own Accord in the 
Space'of Twelve Hours. Thus far the Jew 
aſlures me is true» There are Additional Re- 
ports, of {trange Apparitions that were ſeen 
about Vienna during the Sickneſs of this Prince, 
as of a Funeral Proceſſion after Midnight, 
through the Courts of the Palace; and ofa 
Show'r of Warm Blood that fell at Noon Day 
in the Streets of that City. But theſe I have 
only from the Mouth of Common Fame, 
which, thou knowelt, does not always ſpeak 
Truth. 
I defire thee and all the 22:»i/terr, to make 
a Diſtinction berween thoſe Paſſages which I 
aſcertain, and the Doubtful Relations of the | 
Multitude. In theſe Caſes, Men are prone to 
Sper/tition, and love to be the Authors of 
s Portentous | 
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Portentous News» But thou may '{t believe 
what the Jew relates; for he never affects to 
be Fabulous. 

'Twould tempt one to ask, What ſtrange 
hidden Power produces theſe Unuſual Signs? 
Whether we Mortals are under the Cuſtody 
of Inviſible Beings, who teach the Elements 
and other Creatxres to utter the Fatire Events 
of Fate* Or, Whether all theſe Thinzs 
which appear fo ſtrange and furprizing, be 
not mere Caſualties; Accidents of Natzre 
happening of Courſe, and only made Remark- 
able by their Timing 2 Who knows, but thar 
the Voluntary Ringing of the Bells, might 
proceed from the Motion of the Tower where 
they. hung, during the Earthquake > Or, 
Why, need we wonder, that a Croſs or a Cre- 
ſcent ſhou'd be blown down from the Top of 
a high A£4naret, by a Violent Tempeſt of 
Wind ? 

Theſe Things appear to me as Natural, as 
for the Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields, 
or for a Storm to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
overturn Houſes, and commit a Thouſand o0- 
ther Violences. Neither do I perceive any 
Thing worth Admiration in the Flight of the 
Eagle. Perhaps, ſome R»7a/ Caprice ſprung 
in the Head of that King of Birds, which he 
neer felt before. There's Nothing of Prodigy 
in all this, but only becauſe it happen'd ar 
ſuch a Critical Jun&ture- Had it been at ano- 
ther Time, no body perhaps wou'd have ta- 


.ken Notice of it, any more than they do of 


Earthquakes at Naples, which are Common 
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in that Country, where the Earth is very 

Hollow, being made ſo by Veins of continu- 

ally burning Sulphur, They have felt ſeveral 

in that Kingaom within theſe Two /foons, as 

_ at Rome. But no great Hurt has been 
one. 

Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian 
Zmbaſſadoy at Vienna, has diſtributed great 
Surms of Money, in Token of kis Joy, for the 
late Vitory that Repxblick obramed againſt 
the Aoſelmans. This appears to me a Real 
Prodigy, That the Or:99:ans who are Invincible 
by Land, yet ſtill come off with Loſs at Sea. 

Queen Chriſtina of Sweden, is expected 
here &'er long. She came to Antwerp it the | 
Habit of a Man, which occaſions Variety of | 
Cenſures The Frexch call her, The Learned } 
Amazen, Sie being well vers'd in many Lan- 
gauages and Sciences: They extol bec Virtues 
and PerfeCtions, ſtyling her, The Phenix of 
this Age. All the Weſtern Nazarenes, are 
devour Admirers of Women. And one of 
their Famous Sages, whom they call Heary 
Corneltzi Agrippa, wrot? a felett Treatiſe in 
Praife of that Sex, wherein he endeavours to 
vrove, That they are more Excellent and No- 
ble Creatures than Men. But he wou'd gind 
few Proſelytes in the Eaff. | 

"Tis certain, there have been very Famous 
Women in all Ages, and it wow'd be Envy 
in Men to deny them their due Praiſe. Such | 
was Dias Queen of Carthage, the Roman Lu- 
cretia, the Sybills, Theana Pythagoras's Wife, 
with his Daughter Dama; Sappho the wages 

with 3 
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with Innumerable others both of Zaſ# and 
Weſt, Renowned for their Virtue, — 
or Valour in the Wars. But it does nor fol- 
low, that they therefore ſurpaſs Men- 

Let us keep the Rank, in which God and 
Nature have placd us, without being Chur- 
liſh or Effteminate. And this is the beſt Way 
to get and retain the Eſteem of that Nice Sex, 
who hate a Clown, and deſpiſe a Dotard.. 


Paris, 3oth. of the $th. I1oon, 
of the Tear 1654» 


LETTER VII 


To Peſtelihali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 


LL ———_——_—_ 


"T Hou art he, to whom I can unmask 
With others I converſe (like our Women 

in Tarky) under a Veikh Whenl writeto the 
Grandees of the Port, *tis neceſſary tor me to 
diflemble many Things; and, to feign ſome, 
that I may bz credited in Others, and not 
be ſuſpected in all- But with' thee, I uſe no 
Artifice or Diſguiſe: Thou haſt a Kind of 
natural Right to my. ſecret Thoughts, beyond 
the Claim ofa Brother. I owe thee an Entire 
Confidence, on the Score of Friendſhip ; and 
I ſeem to wrong my ſelf, when I conceal 
my Sentiments from thee. For, beſides the 
C 4 Tye 
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Tye of Blood, we were Partners together in- \ 
the Adventures of Youth; and the mutual 
good Offices that paſs'd between us, faſten'd 
our Aﬀections with Stronger Bands, than 
thoſe of our Birth. Nor were weſo unhappy, 
as to ſuffer the little Youthful Emulations 
which are common between Sons of the ſame 
Mother, to ſtifle the more folid and gene- 

rous Efforts of real Love. Our Friendſhi 
grewaip with our Years, cemented by a 
2s well as AﬀteRtion; and I eſteem Peffe/i, but 
1y ſelf in another Figure. It thou haſt the 
ſame Regard to me, I am happy. Let us 
continue to cheriſh this noble Pafftion : The 
lzalt Coldneſs or Reierve now, wou'd appear 
to ne more hateful than a Divorce, more ter- 

rible than Death. | 
"Tis but Reaſonable, That among the ma- 
ny Services our Great ajter claims at our 
Hands, we ſhould employ ſome of our Time 
and Care on our Selves- We owe the Sy/tas 
much; but both He and We owe Natwre 
more, without whoſe Bounty and Providence, 
We had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debr. He 1s more 
deeply engaged in Fortwne's Tally than We; 
but in the Accompts of Natwre, We are all 
Equal. She is the Univerſal Creditor of Man- 
kind. We are indebted to Her, for all we 
have; yet methinks, Nothing ſo much enhances 
our Score, as the 11] Menage of Time. In that 
we-{till run in Arrears, whillt-the haſty Mi- 
nutes poſt forward, never to be:revok'd ; and 
yet, we neither lay hold on 'em ir their Flight, 
" 
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nor ſo much as imprint on any of them, the 
leaſt tranſient Mari: of Vertue or Wiſdom. 
Thus our Lives ſlide away without Profir, 
till the Laſt Sand tells us, Ye are Bankrupts, 
Natare will aot truſt us with a Moment longer« 

'Tis Time therefore, Dear Brother, for 
thee and me to look about us; and, fince 2tis 
impoſſible for us to make a full Payment, ler 
us at leaſt compound with NVatzre; and get- 
ting an Acquittance for what 1s palt and Irre- 
coverable, fer us be ſure to cancel the remain- 
ing Part of the Score, by a Wiſe Improve- 
ment of every Minute. 

Think not, that dahmz: is perſwading thee 
to turn Dervi/e, - or to beſtow all thy Time 
in Prayers: Such Rigorous Devotion 1s not 
conſiſtent with the Life of a Man in thy Sta- 
7109, But, permirme, Dear Peſte!s, tocoun- 
ſel thee, not to build A/tars to Fortune, and 
conſecrate all thy vacant Hours 'to her Ser- 
vice. I am told, thou art grown a great Game- 
fſter, not only at the Polemick Traverſes of 
Cheſs, but alſo at Plays of Hazard. The 
Former of the Two, is the moſt Innocent : 
Yet, 'tis too Intricate and Puzling, deſerves 
the Name of Bufineſs rather than of Recreati- 
on: It commits a Rape on the Mind, whilſt 
it requires as much Attention and Abſtracted- 
neſs of Thought, as wou'd ſerve to trace out 
the Condutt of a Battel or a Siege. But, the 
Latter have a far worſe Influence on our Paſ- 
ſions, by exciting us to: immoderate Defire, 
Hope, oy, and Grief for -mere Trifles, the 
uncertain Products of Chance. Therefore 

C5 are 
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ars they forbidden by our Holy Prophet. And, 
"ris not to be number'd among the Commens- * 
dations of a uſſulmar, to be dextrous at 
managing the. Cara; or Dice, 

When thou art ditþos'd to unbend thy 
Mind, I wou'd racher counſel thee, to uſe 
ſome healthful Exerciſe, ſach as may ventilatg 
thy melancholy Blood. Our Fathers were wont 
at fuch Times to divert themſelves with Bows 
and Arrews, Hunting, Wraſtling, and the 
Ii c& manly Paltimes; thus, making their Pri- 
vate Recreations ſubſervient to the Publick, 
whillt they ſported themſelves into the Difci- 

line of War, and inur'd their Bodies to La- 

our, even at thoſe Hours. when their Minds 
ſought Reſt. 

What! tho' Clardins Ceſar devoted him- 
{If to Gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book 
in Praiſe of his Folly ; What! tho' Domitian 
the Emperoxr, and Theodorick, King of the 
Goths, ſpent whole Nights and Days in this 
Unprofitable Play ? Thou haſt not read or heard 
of ſuch Examples, among the Renowned Sons 
of Ottoman, Our Glorious Sultans, were ne- 
ver Vacant to theſe Fooleries. And if they 
had, their Practice cannot juſtify a SubjefF's 
Imitation. Neither wouldit thou be ſo in 
Love with Gaming, didft thou confider what } 
unhappy Deſtinies have commonly attended 
the Votaries of Fort41e, Whole Eſtates have | 
been ſquander'd away at Dice ina Night, Fa- 
milies ruin d, and the Gameſter himſelf Im- 
priſfon'd in the Morning He that Yeſterday 
was Maſter of great Poſfflions, and a Com- 
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panion for Prices ; by the Effects of this ac- 
curſed Vanity, has bereav'd himſelfof All, and 
is to Day become the Scorn of Beggars. 

The Chineſes are fo bewitch'd with Love of 
Gaming, That when they have loſt all their 
Stakes, they'll pawn themſelves, their Wives 
and Children; which if the Forrune of the Dice 
run againſt them, become all bond-Slaves to 
the Winner- Here is a Der»:i/e in this City, of 
the Order of the Zeſuites,who lately came from 
China. Among other Learned Men,I ſometimes 
converſe with Him. He relates many pretty 
Paſlages of that People, but one is Tragical, 
whereof he himſelf was an Eye-Witnels. 

He ſays, Thatin the Province of Querntong, 
a certain Nobleman who had ferv'd in the Wars, 
and acquir'd great Fame and Honour, was en- 
vied by one of his Neighbours, who likewiſe had 
been a Captain andmuchin Favour at the Comrt. 
Their Emulations carried 'em to many Il Offi- 
ces, and at laſt to opzn Dehance. The Empe- 
roar being made ſenfible of the Hatred that 
was between theſe Two Officers, and being 
unwilling their Fury ſhould precipitate them 
to the.Ruine of each other, became himſelf 
an Arbitrator of their Luarrel; laying his 
Commands on 'em, to embrace and eat toge- 
ther, which is an aflured Token of Reconci- 
liation and Friendſhip in that Country. They 
obey'd the Will of their Sverezgs. Bur fit- 
ting up late one Night at Dice, it was the 
Captain's ill Fortune, to loſe all he had to the 
Nobleman. Mad at his unluckly Chance, and 
in Hopes to retrieve his Loſs, he ſends _—_ 
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Wifeand Three Young Sons, whom with him- 
ſelf he pawn'd to the Noblemar tor a confide- 
rable Sum of Money, and falls afreſh to play: 
But Fate was his Enemy; he loſt All. 
Whereupon in Deſpair, he ſtabs his Wite and 
Three Children, and laſtly falls on his own 
Sword; glorying, that he and his Family, 
ſhould thus eſcape a hated Captivity, to his 
Old Enemy. 

Tell me, Dear Pe/e/;, had'{t thou ſeen this 
Tragedy, wou'd it not have made thee reſolve 
apainit Gaming during thy Life 2 Afluredly, 
our Holy Prophet frowns from his Paraai/e, 
on thoſe who violate his Laws. He knew 
our Paſſions, and which were the moſt dan- 
gerous ; therefore he prohibited ſuch Things, 
as are molt likely to —_ us to Violence, 
and an Incurable Diſorder. If thou wilt ac- 
quit thy ſelf a good M{ſalman, thou mult not 
teap over tlitefe Prohibitions, accounting them 
tmall and indifterent Trifles. Remember the 
Saying of the holy Doftor, and Leander of the 
Atuſjulman Armies, the Chaſt Oſman, 4 lit- 
te Sperk will {ct a whole City on Fire. And 
the Roman Satyriſt has obſerv'd, That no an 
becomes Wicked alt at once. Think then with 
thy ſelf, 'tis for this Reaſon the Adeſſenger of * 
God has forbid Gaming to the Trae Faithful ; 
not as a Thing in it felf Naturally Evil, but 
onely Morally, fo as it is a Step to the greateſt 
Vices. For whilſt we captivate our ſelves to 
Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſ- - 
ons. Weſtand or fall at the Uncertain Caſt 
of the. Dice. We ars Slaves to the feebleſt 

Wiſhes; 
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Wiſhes ; which if they ſucceed not, we grow 
Furious, Profligate and Impious. Bani 


_ all Prudence, Temperance and Juſtice, = 


become Impudent, and fit for the blackeſt 
Crimes. | 

Take not in Ill Part the wholeſome Admo- 
nition of a Brother, . who manifeſts his Love; 
in thus reproving thee without Flattery: Uſe 
the fame Freedom, when thou heareſt 'I am 
euilty of any Unneceſſary Vice: For, the 
Publick, Service, turns ſome Yices into Yer 
FHES. 


Paris, 14th. of the 10th. Joon, 
of the Tear 1654. 
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LETTER VII. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


] Believe, thou haſta Mind to try my Tem- 

per; to make an Experiment upon me, 
and ſee, Whether I'm Proof againſt thy An- 
ger: Elſe, why ſhould Kenan Baſſa's Buſi- 
nels be reviv'd again, after it had been bury'd 
above theſe Four Years? I examine not, what 
mighty Intereſt thou haſt in that Officer, that 
thou afreſh eſpouſeſt his Old Quarrel, as if 
twere thy own. Thy Afairs are beſt known 
to thy felt. But let me tell thee; *twill nov 
redound 
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redound much to thy Credit, to be found Par- 
tial- I honour thee with all the Devoir that 
is due to a ALnifter in thy Station, and with 
ſomething more : For, the Eſteem a Man has 
tor his Friend, is Singular and beyond Cere- 
monies But till he owes ſome Regard to 
himſelf. Self-Prefervation,is Rooted in the Cen- 
ter of our Nature; and few will be Knowing- 
Iy Complaiſant to their Ruine. I am puzzl'd 
what to think, or how to write, thy laſt Letter 
has put my Mind into ſuch a Hurly-Burly. 
A Thouſand Imaginations like Whirl-winds, 
tear up my moſt ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. 
I'm in as Wild a Condition - as a Man in an 
Earthquake, leaping this Way and that Way, 
yet knows not where to fix his Foot in 
Safety. 

If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps 
thou wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If I 
change my Style, and ſuppoſe thee under ano- 
ther Character, Ingratirude will be laid to 
my Charge. -To vindicate my AStions, will 
be Interpreted Obſtinacy; and to own my 
{elf in the Fault, will be counted Weakneſs. 
Nay, all the World wiil call me Fool, incon- 
demning my ſelf for Things whereof I never 
was Guilty. What ſhall I do in this Caſe? 5 
I am Naturally Thoughtful and Melancholy. 2; 
The Words that ſpring from Reſentment, 
cleave faſt to my Mind, and breed a Thou- 
ſand Inferences My bufie Apprehenſion, 
extracts Menaces out of the —_ Artificial 
Expreſiions. - I look. on my ſelf, as mark'd 
out for a Sacrifice, one Time or other. jd. - 
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Will of Deſtiny be done, Early or Late: 
I will not 0 out of my Road to avoid 
it; Since it is but an Ill Husbandry of Time, 
to borrow it Fom the Ineffable Joys of 
Paradiſe, to multiply a few Days or Years, 
of a Miſerable Life on Earth. | 

As for the Treaſarer and the Reſt of my 
Accuſers, let them -know, that I will per- 
ſevere in doing my Duty to the Grand 
Signior , without warping to the Right 
Hand or to the Left, for Fear or Fayour- 

But if my Private Agency in theſe Parts 
meet with Rubs and Checks for Want of 
Money, let the Blame reſt on thoſe whoſe 
Charge it is, to ſupply me with what is 
Neceſſary for a Man in my Station: For, 
henceforward, Adahmut will be reproach'd 
no more for demanding his Perſon. 
* Think not, *'tis an eaſy Thing for a Man 
to be always a Counterfeit, and never to 
have his Mind unbent ; to att Two contrary 
Parts at the ſame Time; to be true and 
falſe; a Afuſulman and Servant of the Grazd 
_—_— in Reality, a Chriſtian and Swubjet 
of France in > gomeng My Soul is per- 
petually ftretch'd upon the Rack of Watch- 
ful Thoughts and buſie Invention, left by 


- ſome Improvident Word or Deed; my Dit- 


guiſe ſhould fall off, and I appear in my_ 
Naked Colours. 
'Tis but Reaſon therefore, that whilſt 
this vaſt Solicitude takes up all my Facul- 
ties, the Care of my Subſtence ſheuld reſt 
on thoſe who employ me- Let got the 
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Ainiſfters of the Benigy Port, be peeviſh at 
me without a Cauſe. For I imprecate, Serene 
Grandee, that God would ſplit my Soul into 
Ten Thouſand Immortal Splinters, if ever 
I betray my Truſt. But Needleſs Suſpicion, 
wou'd tempt a Man to Treachery. 


Paris, 14th. of the 10th. Joon, 
of the Tear 1654+ 


_— 


* > + Wd A 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


TH E Pepe has been fick for a conſiderable 
Time, and 'tis now ſtrongly reported, 
He is dead. They talk of an Zxpreſs that is 
come to the Chancellour of France, to certifie 
bim of it, and to conſult about the Next Ele- 
£110. But this is not credited here; being onely 
look'd upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Artifice, to 
ſound the Inclinations of this Cort before- 
hand, that ſo they may be able- to counter- 
mine the French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall 
really die- And 'tis not expected he ſhould 
live long, being of a great Age, and worn 

out with Cares and Sickneſs. | 
'Tis certain he has made his /7//,wherein Two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury 
founded by his Predeceſſors, to ſerve the Church 
mn its extreme Neceſſities. But 'tisa Thouſand 
co 
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AT 
to one, if ſome future Pontiff ſucceeding in 
that Chair, do not in his Unnerring Judgment, 
interpret his own Perſonal Occaſions, or thoſe 
of his Nephews, to be the Extreme Neceſſities 
of the Charch; and then, all this huge Maſs 
of Wealth, is Infallibly gone. 

He has likewiſe bequeath'd large Legacies 
to his Sifer-1n-Law, whom they call Donns 
Olympia; and to others of his Relations and 
Creatures. And 'tis thought, this Lady will 
more than doubly pay her ſelf, having the 
Management of {ll his Aﬀairs. Indeed, du- 
ring his Reign, it may be faid, the whole Ko- 
man Church was govern'd by a Woman. For 
this Pre/ate, woud never doany Thing with- 
out her Advice. 

She was born of an Obſcure Family, but is 
of a high Spirit, Ambitious of Rx/e, and a Per- 
{on of great Abilities: Extremely Covetous 
and Subtlez turning and winding all Events 
ro her own Profit. All Preferments were at 
her Diſpoſal: She fold B:/popricks, Abbeys and 
other Eccleſiaſtich Drenities at her own Rates, 
and to whom ſhe pleas'd: In fine, whoſo- 
ever had any Buſineſs with the Pope, made 
rheir Addrefles to her. By which means, ſhe 
has heap'd rogether a Prodigious Treaſure, 
and is eſteem the Richeſt Laay in Emnrope. 
'Tis thought, ſhe wou'd have fold even the 
Pope, and Rome it ſelf, the Capital Seat of the 
Chriſtian Empire, rather than refus'd a pro- 
portionate Offer of Gold, cou'd ſhe have met 
with a Chapman to her Mind. This -wou'd 
have been- a Aerchandiſe fit . tor the Grand 
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Sigmor, were it not reſery'd as a Prize for the 
Victorious Arms deftind to conquer All 
Things. 

The French (ceem mightily concern'd for the 
Tragedies Atted in Poland by the Moſcouites, 
'Tis affirm'd, that they have taken the Town 
of Vitebsbo by Storm, (putting Men, Women, 
and Children to the Sword) with divers other 
Cities and Places of Strength : And that they 
have laid in Aſhes, all the Towns and Vil- 
lages round about Sms/ensko, fo that there is 
Nothing to be ſeen but Rnine and Deſolation 
for above a Hundred Miles round that City ; 
which alſo is now cloſely befieg'd by the For- 
ces of the Czar. If theſe Northern Infidels 
go on, and make ſuch bloody Work where- 
ever they come, they will, in a ſhort Time, 
over-run and diſpeople all Exrope, But 'tis 
to-be hop'd, the Tartars, who are lately en- 
+ terd into a League with Poland, will put a 
Check to the cruel Viftories of the 1fo/co- 
vites, and chaſtiſe the Treaſon of the Coſſacks, 
who join with 'em contrary to their Farth gi- 
ven to the King of Poland. 

They ſay, Four Grandees of Tartary are 
arrivd as Hoſt ages at Warſaw, and as many 
Lords of Poland ſent on the ſame Errand 
to the Coxrt of the Cham; who as a farther 
Evidence of his Integrity, has releas'd all the 
Poliſh Captives in his Dominions, and ſent. 
the Embaſſadors of the Coſſacks home, with- 
out their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his 
- -—oqpm_— Indignation, at their Infide- 

ty. 
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In the mean while, I am extremely aMi- 
Red to hear of our continual Lofles by Sea» 
They ſay here, That above Six Thouſand 
HMoſelmans were kill d in the late Fight in the 
Helleſpont, and that we have loſt Sixteen Gal- 
lies, beſides Ships of War. That Element, 
one would . conclude, is Fatal to the Ottoman 
Empire. Neither have we had much better 
Succeſs by Land this Campagne. Yet Ch#- 
[aein the Vizir Azem, and General in Canaia, 
has perform'd very Heroick Things. To ſpeak 
impartially, and givedue Honour to our Ene- 
mies, the alteſes, Venetians and French, 
have not been wanting in any Point of Bra- . 
very. Which alſo redounds to the greater Ho- 
nour of the I{uſſulmans, in that they draw 
their Sword, againſt the Flower of Chriſten- 
dom, and not againſt Owls and Pigmies. Such 
are the Perſians, when we Encounter 'em ; - 
for either they dare not endure the Luſtre, and 
ſand the Brunt of our Invincible Arms, or if 
they do, they fink under the Firſt Shock. 

When I name thoſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the 
Ground, in Deteſtation of their Errors: For 
they are worſe than the Zindicks and Giafers, 
I have more Charity for a Chriſtian or a Jew, 
than I have for theſe Vermin of the Land. In 
hne, I wiſh they were extirpated from the 
Earth ; and that they may after this Life, be 
either Metamorphos'd into Hogs, which Crea- 
ture, thou know'ſt, is an Abomination to all 
Good Men and Angels (and they already 
reſemble it in their Uncleanneſs ) or elle 
that they may become the Aſſes of the A P 
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Hell, to carry their Burdens for a Thouſand 
Apes: 


Paris, 17th of the 11th, oor, 
of the Year 165 4- 
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LETTER: X. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms. 


FHE God of our Fathers grant thee as. 

much Joy every Minute of thy Life, as 
T feel at this Inſtant. - Wilt thou know the 
Occaſion of this Unuſual Tranſport > I can 


hardly believe my ſelf, when I tell thee of an 


Adventure, the moſt ſurprizing that ever 
happen'd to me fince my Arrival in this City- 
And perhaps thou wilt think 'I Romance in 
relating it: But aſſure thy ſelf, tha of a 
Truth Gxcomiche our Mother, is at this Time 
in Parzs, with our Couſin 1/oxf. | 
May a Thouſand ſoft Paſſions thrill thy 
Heart, when thou readeſt this News, as they 
did mine, when at my Chamber Door I firſt 
ſaw and knew the Face of her that bare me, 
after I had given her over for Dead -long ago; 
for I had heard no Tidings of her theſe Eleven 
Years. Good God! So ſtrange and unexpect- 
&d a Sight, had almoſt diſmantI'd my Serces, 


thoſe Qut-Works of the Sou/. For a while I 
ſtood 
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ſtood ſill, aftoniſh'd and — with Ec- 
ſtacy- I was not preſently fatisfy'd, whether 
I beheld a Aortal, or the Ghoſt of one: For, 
they ſay, thefe appear in the ſame Forms as 
they bore when Alive. Neither Age nor Tra- 
vel, with all the other Infirmities and Crofits 
of Human Life, had fo alter'd her Complexi- . 
on; but that I eaſily diſcern'd the manifeſt 
Features, Lineaments and Air of my Mother. 
I concluded therefore, it muſt be Sz, or her 
Apparition, if there be any ſuch Things. 

Theſe were my Firſt Thoughts, in that 


. Waking Trance: But her Voice and Addreſs, 


ſoon put me out of Doubt, when impatient 
to ſee me ſtand like one Thunder-ſtruck, ſhe 
ran to me with open Arms and Tears of Joy 
in her Eyes ; crying out with-a Tone and Af- 
tection peculiar to Women. Arivhox alive, 
my Son Mahmut? Do theſe Eyes ſee thee, or 
am I in a Dream? 

For my Part, I was as much upon the 


Rapture as ſhe, and hardly knew how to de- 


port my ſelf, or what to fay or do. Yet the 
Fear I was in leſt ſomebody in the Houſe 
ſhou'd over-hear us, and make ill Conſequen- 


ces of this Paſſionate Interview, taught me a 


Leflon of Moderation and Prudence. Where- 
fore I beckon'd to her, to ſuppreſs her Paſſi- 
on, and converſe by Signs, as the Cuſtom is * 
at tne Myſteriows Port» Thoſe Silent Ex- 
preflions of our mutual Love, Joy and Admi- 
ration, were not leſs ſignificant, becauſe not 
cloath'd in Words: Thou know'ſt, there's 
Elaquence enough in this Mute Language 
n 
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And I was Jealous of Words, leſt ſome Inqui- 
fitive Soul might underſtand us, tho' we con- 
vers din Arabicks 

After our firſt Endearments and Tender- 
neſles were over, in which my Couſin 1ſouf 
alſo had his Share ( for we were all recipro- 
cally overjoy d to ſee one another, in this Neſt 
of Infidels) I began to conſult the Safety of 
us all Three, in providing convenient Lodg- 
ings for my Mother and Kipſman. In Order 
to this, we madea Viſit to Elachim the Few, 
who entertained us at a Banquet, after the 
Faſhion of the Eaſt. We advis'd with that 
honeſt Hebrew about our Afﬀeairs ; I having 
made frequent and ſufficient Proof of his Fide- 
lity and Friendſhip. In hne, he took them 
both into his own Houſe, under the Notion 
of Greeks, his Acquaintance; judging this 
the ſecureſt Way to prevent any Diſcovery, or 
even the leaſt Suſpicion of our Circemſtan- 
ces. They haye ccntinu'd there theſe Five 
Days, and their Character has not been que- 
ſtion'd by any. I vifit 'em daily, and we pals 
away many Hours in recounting, the different 
Adventures of our Lives, in ditcourſing of our 
Friends in Arabia, Greece and other Parts of 
the Yorld, and in concerting the beſt Methods 
to ſerve one :::other, till Death ſhall divide 
us from vii i-lves as well as from our Friends, 
and rank us i: 1 Liſt of 1»viſible Beings, whole 
State and Qualities we know nor, 

Well, bur aſl this while I believe thou art 
Impatient to know what Motive of their 


own, or Turn of Fortune, drove them __ 
0 
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ſo remote a Region as. France, a Country Tnha- 
bited by none bur »fide/s? Shall I tell theein 
a Word? ?Twas Love, on her Part; and the 
Deſire of Novelty, on his. 

Our Kinſman J1/xf, from his Childhood 
felt powerful Inclinations to travel: Which 
encreas d with his Years, and were much heigh- 
ten'd by his Converſe with Greeks, Arment- 
ans, Franks, and ſome Mnſſulmans at Con- 
ſtantinople, who had ſeen many Foreign Coun- 
tries, both in the Eaſt and Weſt. 

The Relations they made of the Curioſities 
they had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, 
fir d his Youthful Blood, and he form'd a Reſo- 
lution to depart, with the Firſt Convenience, 
from Conſtantinople, and viſit all the Aegions 
in the #or1d, if his Life and Health wou'd 
hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, that 
he had ſurvey'd the Greateſt Part of 4/a: 
Since which he ſet forth: again, and having 
finiſh'd his Travels in that _—_ of the 
World, he bent his Courſe for Africk; where 
he viſited Egypt, Barbary, «he Empire of 
Morocco and Fez, with that of the «Athropians, 
and many other Regions under the Torrid Zone, 
too tedious for me at this Time to mention 
particularly, becauſe I write in Haſte. Here- 
after I ſhall give thee a more ample Account of 
his Obſervations, &c. Wherein thou wilt find, 
that J/ouf has not altogether loſt his Time. 

At length, having fatish'd himſelf with 
whatſoever he thought worthy to be ſeen and 
known in that Southern Traf, he parted from 
Fez with a Defign to ſee Exrope, Some —_ 

| © 
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of Exchange, causd him to take Grand Caire 
in his Way, where he encounter dmy Mother. 
She perceiving, -that he wou'd take Shipping 
directly for France, refolv'd to lay hold on fo 
favourable an Opportunity, of ſeeing me once 
more before ſhe dy?d, Wherefore, imparting 
her Defign to him, /oxf offer d her his ut- 


molt Service. And having ſettl'd her Afﬀairs 


at Care, and pack'd up her Money, Jewels 


and other Neceſlaries, they took the Road of | 
Scanaeroon, where they ſoon arriv'd; and put- ! 
ting themſelves into the Habit of Greeks, /ſouf & 
alſo ſpeaking pretty well that Language and | 


the Lingua Franca, they bargain'd with the 
Maſter of a. Veſſel then lying' in the Harbour, 
and bound for farſcilles: He took them on 
Board, and under the ProteCtion and Favour 
of Heaven, they arriv'd ſafe at /1arſeilles, 
and are now in this City. 

Yet amid{t all the Pleaſure I conceive in the 
Preſence of fo near a Relation as a Mother, I 
am not without ſome Qualms of Fear, leſt 
ſome Unfortunate Occurrence ſhou'd Giſco- 
ver her to be no Chri/tian: For then, the Iflue 
might prove dangerous both to her and 
me. 

As for I/oxf, he deſigns to tarry no longer in 
Paris, than to inform himſelf of what is moſt 


Remarkable in tnis City, and to tatisfie the 0- 


ther Ends of a Traveller. . From hence, after 
he has viſited the Chiefeſt Cities in France, 
he talks of travelling into Flanders, Holland, 
Germany, Suedeland and the other Kingdoms 
63 Enrope, But for Spain or Pertmgal, he has 
no 
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no Thoughts ; either out of Fear of the 1z- 
quiſition, which is very ſevere in thoſe Coun- 
tries, or out of an Averſion for the People 
who expell'd the Moors, of which he relates 
very Tragical Stories, which" they told kim 
during his Reſidence at A4oreccoand Fez. In 
a Word, he gives this Character of a Spaniard, 
That he is a Adwungre/, between a dan and a 
Devil, He likes the Company of the French, 
in Regard they converie with a Natural arid 
Linreſerv'd Freedom, which becomes them 
very well. But he has ſpoke with none bur 
Travellers yet, who have been otherwiſe em- 
ploy'd, than in ſtudying the Artificial Diſ- 
guiſes of Conrtiers, If he ſojourns the Space 
of Three Afoons m this Kingdom, he will find 
ſome of the French as Aﬀected in their Way, 
as other People: He will encounter with a 
New Sort of Frenchmen in every Province. 
For France isa mere Gall;marfry, made up of 
the Fragments and Remnants of other 1Va- 
tions. They differ allo in their Langmage, as 
well asin their Mfanzners, one from another. 
So that the Inhabitants of Ga/coigne and Bre- 
tagne, can hardly be underitood by thoſe of 
Paris and Blozs, with the Adjacent Parts. 
Theſe Weſtern People, are not Curious in pre- 
ſerving the Dzalett of their Fathers, but eve- 
ry Age, introduces a Change in their Speech. 
Neither are they diligent in retaining their 
Genealogies, Whereas in the Eaſt, thou 
know'ſt, the Langaages remain uncorrupted, 
the ſame now as they were Two Thouſand 
Years agoe, or from the Confu/ion of _ 
; D "MW 
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The ſame Care we Aradbianshave of our Tribes 
and Families. 

Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the 
Two enclosd, and ſhalt fee the very Hand- 
writing ot the Dear Oxcomiche, and of 1ſouf 
our Kinſman ; let thy Heart be like the Val- 
ley of Admoim, Fragrant as a Grove of Spices: 
For then thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
what I write 1s Truth. 


Paris, 22d. of the 12th. Icon, 
of the Tear 1654« 


—_— — — —— 
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LETFTER XI. 

* | 

To Adonai, 4 Jew, Priſoner in the 
Tower of Nona at Rome. 


TH I'S comes to thee by the Hand of a 
truſty Friend : Give entire Credence to 
his Inſtructions. To fay Im ſorry to hear of 
thy Misfortune, wou'd but faintly expreſs my 
Paſſion : 'Tis not eafily deſcrib'd in Words. I 
am as Melancholy as an Antelope, when the 
Sma's 1n Conunition with Saturn. This 1s a 
ſad fort of a Beaſt, that will neither Eat, 
Drink nor Sleep, during that Dull Aſpe&t. 

In G4 s Name, how cam'it thou to be fo 
free with thy Tongue among the Romans * 
Or, what tempted thee to meddle with their | 
Religion and Laws ? . Was 1t not enough, m_ D 
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thou and all the Jews in that City, had Li- 
berty £0 R_—_ your Synagogrcs, and there 
curſe the Chri/tians m Antiquated Hebrew ; 
muſt you needs Rail at 'em in plain [alin 
too? And that, over your Cups, when Men 
ought to be good-Natur'd to all the World 2? 
Of what import is it to you, whether they be 
Taolaters or no, ſo long as-they give you 
Leave to Adore One God, Creator of the 
Worlds ? Or, what fignifies it, if they are 
Guilty of Ten Thouſand Injuſtices and Follies 
among themflves, whilſt you live quietly 
under their Protection and Government > A- 
aonai, I'm aſham'd of the Immorality of thoſe 
of thy Nation, I bluſh for your Inegratitude, 
Pride and Malice. Surely, if the Nazarenes 
did really beheve what they profeſs, they wou'd 
Sacrifice you all ro the Ghoft of their eſtas, 
whom they ſay, you Cyxc:fy'd. They wou'd not 
leave a Jew living in Chriſtendom, bur do their 
utmolt ro exterminate you from the Earth. 
I ſpeak not this as my Wiſh; butonly to up- 
braid your Impertinence and Vanity, in thus 
fooliſhly provoking thoſe, with whoſe Per- 
miſſion it 1s, that you live and enjoy the Ele- 

WENTS. 
The Prophet. H4cſes, your Law-Giver, left 
you another Rule, a Leſſon of Civility, when 
e faid, Te ſhall not blaſpheme the Gods of the 
People. Had thou and thy Companions 0- 
bey d this Precept, ye might have been at Li- 
berty : But 'tis bad falling into the Hands of 
the /:quifition. However, 1 am glad to hear, 
that you are not tranſported'to the Caſtle of 
D 2 St. 
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St. Angelo. That would have been a Tragj- 
cal Remove, at this JunEture. But now, as 
I'm inform'd, not one of you is in Danger: 
For, they fay, that all the Prifoners in Rome, 
are by Cuſtom releas'd upon the Death of the 
Pope, except thoſe who are in that Fatal For- 
treſs. And 'tis Generally ſuppos'd, the good 
Oid Caliph is no long-livd Man. For, they 
never uſe? to remove the Priſoners defign'd for 
Death; till the Phyſicians are palt all Hopes of 
the Holy Father's Life. 

However, in Regard: there is no Cer- 
tainty in Human Afﬀairs, but a perpetual 
Change and Circulation of Events; leſt ſome 
Linhappy Turn of Fortune ſhou'd either now 
continue thy Reſtraint, or hereafter bereave 
thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here enclos'd, 
a Receipt of a Chymical Liquor, which may 
be of ſome Service to thee, in the ſtrongeſt 
Priſon on Earth. ?Twas reveal'd to me by 
my Mother, who learn'd it of an «AZgyptiar 
Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe it not, becauſe it 
comes from a Woman's Hand: For I have 
made an Experiment of it, and find it effe- 


Etual. *T will render Iron as brittle as Glaſs, : 


| 


'Tis more powerful than the Water of the Ri- 
ver Styx, which no Veſſcl cou'd hold, but the 
Hoof of a Axle. Aﬀer an Hours Applica- 
tion, thou may'ſt make the thickeſt Barrs, 
Chains and Bolts, flie in a Thouſand Pieces, as 
if they were made of Porcelain. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou 
confider'ft the Innumerable ſtrange [awentions 


of Men prying into the Secrets of Natere, 
an 


: 


, 
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and Fortunate in their Searches. Above all, 
Chymiſtry has brought to Light the greateſt 
Prodigies of Art, and Knowledge: This My- 
ſterious Science, was the peculiar Boaſt of the 
Primitive Egyptians, from whom all other 
Nations learn'd it. And had not 44oſes hnn- 
ſelf been inſtructed from his Youth in all the 
Learning of Egypt, perhaps he would have 
been at a Loſs, when he Calcind the Golden 
Calf, and gave the Duſt to the 1/raelitesto be 
mix'd in their Drink, as the only Expiation 
of their Hdelatry.* Doubtl-(s, this Secret, a- 
mong others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe 
Times from Philemon, the good Prieſt, who 
was in the Number of them who eſcap'd the 
Flood in Noah's Ark, and whoſe Grand-Son 
Ataſar, was the Firit K:ng in Eg ypt after the 
Deluge. 

Philemon, the better to eſtabliſh the State 
of his Off ſpring, reveal'd to them many Hid- 
den Things; taught them the Hieroglyphicks: 
of the Dgebe! Pharan, or the Pyramids, with- 
all the Myſteries of the Tali/mans, and the 
Chymical Preparations of Aoncatam ; the for- 
cible Waters and Eſſences, Powders and other 
Ingredients,by which they made Marble as pli- 
able as Wax or Clay. Theſe Things he had 
learn'd of thoſe who periſh'd in the F/o9d: He 
retain'd the W/i/aom of the 4rcients, his Co- 
evals and Pregeceflors; leaving the Rudi- 
ments of ſo profound a Knowledge to his Po- 
ſterity, as an Invaluable Treaſure, of which 
they. cou'd- never be: robb'd. Thus, Science 


became Hereditary to the Coptites, who 
D 3 bear 
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bear that Name-from Coptims, the Son-of /1a- 
{ar, the Firſt King of Egypt, fince the Raim- 
bow appear'd in the Clouds. And, ?ewas from 
one of that Race, my Mother learn*d that 
Admurable Secret. 

Truit norto Words,but try the Rapa—m—ny 
The Receipt will give tuce all Neceſlary Dire- 
Etions: Yet I counſel thee not to be big with 
T1, like him who having found out the Art of 
making Glaſs Malleable, or fit to be beat by 
the Hammer into any Shape or Figure, as 
the Silver-Stniths work their Metal ; muſt 
nzeds goand diſcover his Secret ro the Prince, 
expecting a great Reward. When, on the 
contrary, he loſt his Head on the Spot; the 
Prince thinking it great Injuſtice, that ſo ma- 
ny Thoufand People as got their Bread by ma- 
king of Common Glaſſes, ſhou'd beall ruin'd, 
to promote one Man's Profit and Advantage. 

In kne, uſe this Secret to ſerve thy ſelf, or 
the Cauſe thou art engag'd in : But truſt it 
not to another, unleſs on the fame Equal 
Terms as I commit it to thee, wherein the 
2reater Hazard is thine in divulging it» 


Paris, 15th- of the 1ſt, foo, 
of the Tear 1655» 


LETTER 
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To Mchemet, ozce az Eunuch-Page 
in the Seraglio, but wow an Exile 
ix Egypt, at Grand Caire. 


V Hen I firſt heard of thy Baniſhment 

from the [mperial Palace and City, 
think not that I was fad, or entertain'd the 
uſual Sentiments of a Friend, on ſuch Occa- 
ſions No: I tell thee on the contrary, I rc- 
joic'd, (y*t not with the Toy of an Enemy) at 
that Seeming Misfortune, as knowing it has 
deliver'd thee from a Real one, in which, accor- 
ding to my Preſages, all the Attendants of thy 


Miſtreſs, the Old Queen, were ſoon after in- 
volv'd. 


Thou art oblig'd to Bacchss, for that For- 
tunate Calamity; which tho' it for a while 
eclipsd thy Honour, yet was the onely Means 
to ſave thy Life. 

When I formerly ſent thee an Account of 
my Impriſonmenr here, and how I was re- 
gal'd by my Keeper at a Banquet of Wine; 
when in that Letter I play 'd the Advocate for 
the Juice of the Grape, I little thought tHfat thou 
wou'dit ever make an Experiment of that 
Bug-bear-Liquor. Tho'l know tis common, 
even in the Serag/io, to drink Wine privately, 
and chaſe away Melancholy, the conſtant Fa- 
miliar of Reſtraint and Servitude, with gene- 
rous Compotarions, 
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T am no {tranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs 
of thoſe, who for the Sake of this ſtollen Mirth, 
put themſelves into the Infirmary, that they 
may there carouſe with Freedom, and drink 
Healths to the Grand Signior without Suſpi- 
CiON- 

Were it not for the convenient Situation of 
that Apartment, and the Favour of the Po- 
ftangis, no Wine cou'd find Admittance into 
the Seraghio, ſave what is for the Grand Signtor's 
Liſe. But now his Slaves drink it as merrily 
as ke: AndI am not ſorry, that thou art one 
of the Number. Tis a groundleſs Superſti- 
ticn, to refuſe the Gift of Divine Liberality, 
and deny. our ſelves the Ufe of that Plarr, 
which was made to chear the Hearts of Afor- 
tals, Nay, our Holy Traditions themſelves, 
and all our Doftors tacitely own, that the 
Vine is allowable, in that it was fav d, among 
the Reſt of the Yegetables, by Noah in the 
Ark : And that Holy Prophet curs'd the Devil 
for ſtealing it away» Perhaps the Story will 
not be Unpleaſant to thee. 

When God commanded Noah, with his 
Companions, to deſcend out of the Ark in 
Peace, they built them Houſes, and began to 
exerciſe Hwusbandry; They fowed Corn, and 
the Seeds of other Vegetables: 'They planted 
alſo all Sorts of Trees; but when. they came 
to look for the Vine, it cou'd not be found. 
Then it was told Noah by the Arge/, that the 
Devil had ſtollen it away, as having. ſome 
Right toit. Wherefore Noah cited the De- 


vil to appear before the Angel, in the mo 
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of God, to anſwer his Theft. The Ange! gave 
Judgment, That the Yine ſhau'd be divided, 
between. 'em into Three Parts, whereof the 
Devil ſhou'd have Two, and Noah One: To 
which both Parties conſented. Whereby it is 
evident, that Man has ſome Share in the Juice 
of the Grape. For, this was the Deciſion of 
Gabriel, That when Two Thirds of the Li- 
quor of this Fruit, ſhou'd be evaporated away 
in boyling over the Fire, the Remainder 

Fawful for Noah and his Poſterity ro 
drink: And thou know'it, we uſſulmans 
generally obey this Zaw, in preparing ous: 
Wine. 

Let the Devil! theretore, in the Name of 
God, have his Share in this Tempting Fruit; 
and then there can be no Injuſtice in enjoying, 
our own Part. For, when that which Inebri- 
ates, is ſeparated by Fire trom the Reſt, this - 
Liquor becomgs pure, holy, and bleſſed. This 
is the Sentence of the Ancients, the Immedi- 
ate Auditors of the eſſenger of God, as is to. 
be ſcett in the dansſcriprs they lefr behind 
them; which though they are rare and diffi- 
cult to be met with, yet. ſuch as diligently 
ſeek Wiſdom, ſhalt not loſe. their Labour- 
Abu Becre Eb'n. Mahumet, has taken great 
Pains to collect the Afemoirs of Antiquity, 
He was a Learned Dottsr among my Coun- 
trymen, of the Hoſe of Sulpha, (may he reſt 
under.the Umbrellas. of Pardaiſe) From him 
I had this Relation. 

- But, tell me, my dear fehemret, if thou 
know'ſt;. how. cam'ft thou to. be the only 
D 5 Man - 
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Man that had the good Fortune to be Sentenc'd 
to this Happy Diſgrace? Or, if thou art Ig- 
norant, I will tell thee. For, it ſeems, the 


Reſt of thy Company in that Nights-Revel | 


were diſcover'd as well as thou, yer eſcapd all 
Cenſure- It looks,as if they were defignedly re- 
ſerv'd for Victims, to a more Inexorable Re- 
venge. And, the Event juſtifies this Conje- 
Fture : Since within the Circuit of a on, 


not only they, bur all che ſurviving Creatures: 


of rhe Sultana Kioſem, were firangl d. 
Therefore again I pronounce thee Happy, 
and doubly Bleſs'd in being an Exile, ſince 
thereby thou haſt eſcap'd the Hands of the 
E xecutioner, and art now living in Fg t, 
the hoſt Fortunate Region on Earth. Aſcribe 
this to thy Propitions Deſtiny, and to the Fa- 
vour of $o/3zz2an Ky=slir Aga: Who foreleeing 
the Slaughter that wou'd be made of that 
Old Qzeen's Servants, took this Opportu- 
aity to accuſe thee to the Grand Senor, that 
{0 he might fave thy Life. For, *rwas at his 
Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd into this 
Happy Province, which is call'd the Nurſe 
of all Nat:ons. Improve thy Exi/e to the beft 
Advantage; and from this N-/e, fuck the 
ilk of Science with which ſhe has formerly 
Nouriſh'd the Whole Earth. 
alſo to thy Deliverer; for, he is a Truſty 
Friend, and Unchangeable, where he once 
places his AﬀeCtion. He had a particular 
Kindneſs for thee, From him 1 receiv'd the 
News of thy Eſcape; tor that is the proper 
Name of thy Baniſhment- Pour forth de- 


vout x 


' 


Be grateful 
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vout Oraiſons for his Health and Happineſs: 
Since thou art in a £414, where the Prayers of 
Muſſulmans are as eftettually heard at fome 
Particular P/aces, as it they were utter'd at the 
Tomb of the Prophet. | 

I counſel thee, to vilit the Pri/o» of 7o/eph, 
which is in the Dangeon of the Caſtle of Caire. 
This is a Place of great Devotion among the 
Faithful, and has been fo in all Ages, fince 
the Death of that Patriarch. Moſes the Pro- 
phet, of whom it is ſaid, that he died in the 
Embraces of God, made his Prayers in this 
Place ; and fo did Aaroz his Brother, when. 
they perform'd thoſe Afiracles in Eg ypr. 
Teſas the Son of Mary, vitited this Place, both 
he and his Mother ( on whom are center'd 
the Smiles of the Creator:) They there per. 
torm'd their Devotions, when they fled from 
the Perſecution of Herod. So did the Prc- 
phets, and Apoſtles, as many as were in Eeypr, 
with all Trze Believers, Nay, ſome of the 
Infidels themſelves, having heard of the Re- 
nown of this Santtzary, made their Addreſſes 
to Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſs. 
For,here Prayers are infallibly heard, eſpecially 
if they be ſaid after the Sz has travers'd" the 
Meridian; when the Wicked Demons are aſleep, 
who walk abroad till /Voon, doing all the 
Miſchief they can» 

My Friend, when I think of the Regior 
where thou art, I can hardly forbear envying 
thee. 'Tisa Landof Prodigies and Miracles. 
it is the Support of Men, and the Granary of 
the Yorld, Thoſe who Inhabit it, are w_ 
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of Complacency and. Joy ; and thoſe who a- 
bandan it, burn with a perpetual Defire to re- 
turn. Its Rivers are Clear, and the Waters 
Sweet and Rich as Yize. The Eye of God is 
upon it , who cauſes the Nile to flow at his 
accuſtom'd Seaſon, whence the Land is made 
fertile beyond all the Provinces on Earth. This 
Nile is one of the Rivers which God cauſed 
to deſcend from the Springs of Paradiſe, on 
the Yings of Gabriel; and has hid the Place 
of its. Deſcent, among the Inacceſſible Heights 
of Mountains. 

There are many ſtrange Things related of 
the Land of Alphiom, and how it was Firſt 
Manur'd by Joſeph, being before his Time but 


a-Fen or Marſh. The Story alſo .of Hagar, 


the Mother of all the 1/maelites , is not Un- 
pleaſant; Thou wilt find it in- the Chronicles 
of Egypt: For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the 


FP 


Family of the Coptites ; and was beſtow'd on 


Sarah, the Wife of our Father Ibrahim, by 
Charoba, the King of Egypt's Daughter. After 


ſhe was diſmiſs'd from ker Lady, ſhe travell'd 


to Mecca; from whence ſhe ſent a Diſpatch 
to the King of: Egypt, to acquaint him with 
her Afﬀairs, and with the Birth of her Son 1/- 
mael, imploring his Afſitance, in Regard ſhe 
was ina Zand barren of all Things, Then 
the King of Egyps caus'd a Caral to be cut 
from the 1V:/e, at: the Foot of the Eaſtern 
Mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea; and ſent 
Veſtels laden with Corn, Fruits, and all Man- 
ner of Neceſſary Provifions to Hagar. 


In 
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If thou addrefleſt to the Feet of the Doors, 
the Venerable Prelates of Caire, they will 
inform thee of more ſtrange Things than theſe. 
It is a Noble Exerciſe, to Contemplate the 
Kingdom of the. Heavens and the Earth; to 
ſearch into their Wonders and Prodigies ; to 
trace the Foot- Steps of Ancient Nations, and 
the Traditions which know no Origine. 

Mehemet, TI am an Exile as well as thou: 
Let us continue our former Friendſhip in this 
State, and do one another alfthe Good Offices 
we can» As for the. Misfortunes of Human 
Life, let-us bear them with an Equal' Mind- 
For, they will ſoon have an End, as well as 
we our ſelves. 

May Goa,-whoin the Time of Gog and 21a- 
20g, took up from the Earth the Great Alcoran, 
and the: Sheets of Science; the Black Stone, 
and the Shrine of Moſes, with the Five Ri- 
vers; have thee in his Holy Prote&ion and 
-w——y_ at the Hour of Ev, and at all. 

imes, 


Paris, 26th. of the 1ſt» Icon, 
of the Tear 1655: 
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Letters Writ by 


LETTER XIII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


"PF You may report it to the Divas for a cer- 

tain Truth, That the Chief Matti of the 
Chriſtians is dead : Which puts all the Coxrts 
in Exrope, upon new Strains of Polzcy. 

He was call'd Innocent X. after his Aſſum- 
ption to the Papacy: For, his true Name was 
Pamphylio. Burt ſome fay, it has been a Cu- 
ſtom | the Popes to change their Names, e- 
ver ſince a certain Prieſt was lifted to that 
Dignity, who was call'd Bocca de Porco, or 
Hogs-Face. He, aſham'd of this Ignominious 
Name, as ſoon as he fate in the Carr of Peter, 
affam'd the Name of Sergivs. Yet, all his 
Succeſſors, have not obſerv'd that Rule. 

Theſe Popes have an Authority , greater 
than our Principal Iafti. For, they are 
obey d by Kings and Emperors. And being 
eſteem'd little leſs than Gods on Earth, they 
are ſolemnly Ador'd on the Day of their Co- 
ronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre- 
lates, and Foreign Embaſſadors at that Time 
in Rowe. And, for that End, they areteated 
on the Altar, which the Nazarenes call, The 
Tabernacle and Habitation of their God. 

If I miſtake not in my Obſervations, theſe 
Roman Caliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all 
Kings and Princes: They wou'd make that 
which they call the Fierarchy, a Superlative 
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Independent Monarchy, to which all the Go- 
vernments in the Worla, ſhould pay Homage, 
and be Subject» 

This puts me in Mind of a certain Preacher 
at Naples, who ſome Years ago, when Adonai 
the - was in that City, and happen'd to be 


preſent in the Chxrch, having made a very 
Elaborate Speech to perſuade the People, That 
the Prieſts were Superiour to Kings; atlength 
he broke out into this Paſſionate Exclamation: 
O ye Pyinces of Chriſtendom, ye are Pharaohs, 
and we Prieſts are your Gods; O ye Pharaohs, 
obey your Gods | Ye can only command the Crea- 
ture, but we make the Creator himſelf come 
down on the Altars, at our Pleaſure. This + 
Relation I had from the Jew, in his Travels 
through 7aly And it is afferted by ſome of 
their Dottors, That the Pope has not only Power 
to Excommunicate the Greateſt Princeon Earth, 
but alſo to pull a Saint o#t of Paradiſe, and 
ſend him to Fell. 
It they cou'd perſuade the Nazarene Prin- 
cesand People to believe they have ſuch an 
Exorbitant —— in Time they might 
reduce 'em to as blind a Superſtition, as the 
Ancient Kings of Egypt were Guilty of, who 
were {o befotted to their Prie/#s; that when 
he whomthey call'd the Cater, or Maſter of 
the Celeffiat Hnftwences commanded the Kine 
to Kill himſelf, foy. that it was the #71 of 
Heaven, the poor bigotted” Monarch, durft 
not diſpute the Orders he had'receiv'd, but in 
imple Qbedience became his own Mur- 


derer-. 
Kage =>2 Thoſe 
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Thoſe Egyptian Priefts indeed, were Aa- 
ſters of great Science, profound Aſtrologers, 
Excellent Mathematicians, and perfectly 
#kill'd in the Secrets of Nataral Magick. They 
perform'd Things tranſcending the more Com- 
mon and Obvious Works of Natzre : By 
which it was eaſy, to ſtrike a Terror into the 
Hearts of Ignorant Mortals. But, asfor theſe 
Nazarene Prieſts,all.that they can boaſt of 1s, 
that they have read the Hifories.of Former 
Times, and are able to diſcourſe in- Phv/oſophy 
and other Sciences, without-having the Power 
to. work any Proazgies: Unleſs thou wilt 
count it one, To keep ſo many Warlike Na- 
tions in a Servile Awe of their Authority, with 
the bare Pretence, of turning a Piece of Bread 
into a God. 

Yet for all this, there 'are many. Poor Pre- 
lates, .and other Ecelefiaſticke, who are inve- 
ſted with Empty Titles, having little or no 


Revenues : Among which, the Poverty of 


ſome is ſo Remarkable, as to become a Pro- 


verb, Thus, 'tis Common. in the Mouths of 


the Romans to fay, The Pope's Nule fares 


better than the Biſhop of Orvietto. | 
Illuftrious Baſſa, live thou in the Faith of a 


Anſſulman, and the Favour of the Grand Sig- 
ior. For, in that State, thou may | deſpiſe 


the Greatelt of theſe Ecclefiaſtick Infidelc. 


Paris, 13th. of the 2d. Hoon, 
of the:Teax 1655. 
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LETTER XIV. 


To the Kaimacham. 


J Believe, the Secretary of the Nazarene Af- 
fairs takes me to be a Conarer, and thinks 
that I can divine of all the Changes and Al- 
rerations that happen at the Port, or that I 
have ſome Magtcal Glaſs, which repreſents 
to me the continued Series of remote Events, 
with all the Tranſactions of the Imperial 
Court, Camp, and City : Or elſe he wou'd 
not be ſo late in his Diſpatches, and ſend me 
ſuch Imperfe&t News. I am forc'd -many 
Times, to addreſs my Letters by Gueſs; not 
knowing, whether the -Perſon to whom | 
write be in the ſame Station he was a while 
ago, or whether he be among the Ziving, or 
the Dead: Whether I ſhou'd direft my Ds/- 
patches to Conſtantinople, or to the Elyzian 
Shades. | 

My Intelligence of the 24uſlwan Afairs, 
is many Times more oweing to the French 
Merchants who trade in the Levant, or to the 
Expreſſes which come from Embaſſaders reſ1- 
ding at Conſtantinople; than to that Secretary; 
whoſe Care it ought to be, that I ſhoud 
timely inform'd of whatever happens in the 
Oſman Empire. 

Surely, Kiſar Dramelec has ſome Defign 
upon-me, in being always thus tardy and ne- 
gligent. I ſcarce hear from him oncein _ a 
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Year; whereas he is commanded by his Supe. 
riours as well as mine, to write to me every 
Mom. And then, he ſends me ſuch a Lame 
Account of Things, fuch Fragments and 
Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Com- 
ment, to make 'em Intelligible. 

About Four Years ago, I modeſtly tax'd 
him with this Negle&, when I had Reaſon to 
doit in my own Vindication, to Afnezim 
Aluph, Baſſa. But Kiſar heard of it, and 
was very Angry. Heſent mea Letter, fullof 


Invectives, which I anſwer'd with a Kind of | 


Indifterence, mixing Raillery with my Juſter 
Reſentments- How that work'd on him, I 
know not; but his Reſervednels ever fince, 
makes me conclude he ſtudies Revenge ; 
and that he takes this Method to accompliſh 
it, by keeping me as much in Ignorance, as 
he dares, of the Changes and other Important 
Occurrences at the /teriouns Port. He 
knows it wou'd be a Crime little teſs than 
Cogea), not to write to me atall: Such a 

ntul- Contumacy wou'd ſtreight proclaim 
him a Traytoy ; fince, among the other In- 
ſtruftions which were given him with his 
Commiſſion, this Charge was none of the leaſt, 
That ke ſhou'd ſend frequent Intelligence to 
all the Grand Signior's Agents, whether Pub- 
ick or Private, in the Courts of Nazarene 
Princes, Heis ſenſible, That ſuch a Manifeſt 
Contempt of Supreme Authority, wou'd abſo- 
lutely ruine him- Therefore he goes more 
ſubtilly to work- For, he writes indeed, 
but, very ſeldom.. And then, with cunning 

% Artifice, 
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Artifice, either quite conceals, or at leaſt 
diſguiſes the moſt conſiderable TranſaQtions, 
only filling up his Letters with Trifling Stories, 
and Impertinent Relations, nothing to my 
Purpoſe : L—_ by this Means, to bring 
upon. me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandzes, 
through th2 Miſtakes I may commit, for 
Want of better Advertiſement. 

Be it how it will, I am ſtrangely at a Loſs 
ſometimes, what to think, or how to write 
to my Syperionrs; or what Sort of Conduct 
I-thou'd uſe in this Place, amidſt fo many Va- 
rious Reports as are continually ſpread abroad 
in Exrope, concerning the Afﬀairs of the Se- 
raglio, the Shining City, and other Parts of 
the Ottoman Empire: Whilſt this K:/ar fill 
delays to aſcertain me of any Thing. | 

I have been wholly a Stranger, till within 
theſe few Days, to the Fate of the Captain 
Baſſa, who was ſtrangled about a Year ago, 
for his Cowardiſe and Ill Condudt againſt the 
Venetians. Neither knew I any Thing of the 
Adventure and Flight of his Sons. L was e- 
qually Ignorant of the Succeſſion of the Beſſa 
of Bada in this Important Command; and 
o many other changes both by Lena, and 

eas. 

So. at preſent, here are a Thouſand Ru- 
mours ſtirring about one Thing or other in 
the Ea/f. Some ſay, that Chuſacin Baſſa is 
ſtrangl'd, and that the Captain Baſſa, is made 
Vizir Azemin his Stead. Others report, that 
this Firſ# 1Minifter was only deposd from 
that Supreme Dignity, the Seals being w_ 

om 
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from him; but that nevertheleſs, he {till con- 
tinues to be General of the S»ltan's Forces in 
Candia, A Third Sort affirm, that he intend- 
ed to turn Chriſtian, holding a ſecrer Corre- 
ſpondence with the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, 
by whoſe Means, and a General Revolt of the 
Greeks, Armenians, and other Chriſtians un- 
der the Gravd Signior's Juriſdiction, he ſought 
to betray the Ottoman Blood, and exalt him- 

ſelf to the Empire. | 
I am not willing to believe, that ſuch Mon- 
ſtrous Perfidy, cou'd enter into the Heart of 
that Illuſtrious Hero; yet know not how ta 
contradict it, for Want of true Advice» a 
It is reported alſo, That S;gnior Capello, the | 
Venetian Bailo or Reſident, at the Happy Port; | 
has kill'd himſelf with a Ponyard : Being dri- 
ven to Deſpair, by his long Confinement, and 
the cruel _— he had recerv'd from the 1-{uſ- 
ſulmans. God knows whether it be true or no: 
It wou'd be much to my SatisfaRtion, to have 
a particular Account of all rheſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. 
For, how can I diſcharge my Truſt, whilſt I 
am thus kept in the Dark. | 
They talk here of a Violent Plagre that 
rages in, Moſcovy, and that above 200000 Peo- 
ple have died of it in the City of /4/co only, 
fides Millions that have been ſwept away mn 
the Provinces of that Vaſt Empire. Thoſe 
that really know not themſelves, nor are ac- 
quainted with their own Natwre, will yet pre- 
tend to penetrate into the Counſe/s of the Om- 
#ipotent, and pronounce this as a Judgment 
on 


Vol. V. «Spar PARIS. 69 


on the Moſcoviter, for the Cruelties they 
have committed in Poland. Doubtleſs, the ' 
Aethods of Fate are Inſcrutable. 

In the mean While, weareplagu'a here with 
a Crew of Vagabonds, whom they call Gypſzes, or 
Egyptians: For, they pretend to be deſcended 
from that Place. They ſwarm up and down 
the Country like Caterplars, devouring the 
Fruits of the Earth- They boaſt of a Pro- 
found Skill in Palmeſtry, Phyſrognomy, and 0- 
ther Sciences, cheating People of their Money, 
under the Notion of telling them their For- 
tunes: No Body knows he whence they 
come, or whither they go. For, they are as 
uncertain as the Wind. A Naſty Generation, 
and the very Burden of the Land» If any Crea- 
tures be oblig'd to them, 'tis the Lice and 
Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League» 
For, they Kill and Eat all the Cats they ſeize 
on 


[lluſtrious Miniſter, I pray Heaven defend 
thee from all Sorts of Plagues and YVermin, 
but eſpecially from donftersin Hyman Shape, 


Paris, the 26th. of the 2d. Aeon, 
of the Tear 1655+ 
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LETTER XV. 
To the ſame; 


AS Fam alive, theſe Gyp/ies have enchan- 

ted me; I cannot put 'em out of my 
Mind. And, perhaps, it will neither be im- 
pertinent nor troubleſome, to give thee a far- 
ther Information of them, 

There are ſeveral Opinzons concerning the 
Original of theſe Vagrarts, and they have been 
thought worthy _ inſerted into Hiſtories. 
Some ſay, they came out of Tartary or Scythia, 
and that they firſt appear'd in theſe Parts, a- 
bout the Year 1417. of the Chriſtians Hegira. 
At which Time, they enter'd into $axoxy in 
Troops, having the Paſ5port of Sigi/mand 
King of Hungary, and Son of Charles IV. 
They had alſo the Recommendations of divers 
other Princes, who look'd on them as Holy 
Perſons or Prophets, For they pretended, that 
they were commanded by Goa, to travel over 
the Whole Earth, and not to have either Hou- 
ſes or Lands in their own Poſlefion : And, 
that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Penance, to ex- 
piate the $/» of their Anceſtors; who inhabi- 
ting Egypt in the Days of 7eſss, the Son of 
Aary, the Chriſtians Meſſtas, retus'd to en- 
tertain that Holy Prophet and his other, 
when they fled from the Per(ecation of He- 
rods 


Others 
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Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt 
out of Perſia, and are of the Race of thoſe 
who Adore the Fire. Being forcd once in 
Seven Years, to make Dec:mations of their 
People, and ſend away many Caravans, to 
ſeek their Fortune in Foreign Countries ; Perſia 
not being able to ſuſtain their Numerous Pro- 
geny. 

A Third Sort affirm, That they are the P-- 
ſterity of the Ten Jewiſh Tribes, that were 
carried away Captives by Salamanaſſar, King 
of A{[yria. No Body knows for certain what 
they are, or of whence. They are of ſwarthy 
Complexions, wrapt up in Mantles of Cotton 
or Wool. They ſpeak Seven Langaages, pro- 
tels Three Sciences, obey One King or Gene- 
ral, who always travels with 'em-. The 7t4- 
lians call 'em Cingari, from a Word in their 
Language which fignifies a Kind of Fater- 
Fowl, x of has no certain Neſt, but is forc'd 
every Night to ſeek a New Lodging : For fo 
theſe Egyptians rove from Place to Place. The 
Germans call them Zingener, from the Word 
Zindel, which is the conſtant Appellative of 
the Grug of theſe Ramblers ; as Pharach was 
of Old among the Gypſies, and Ceſar a- 
mong the Roman: In many T _—_ they re- 
{emble the Torlakins and Faquirs of the Eaft ; 
boaſting of extraordinary Illuminations, and 
a conſtant Familiarity with God : Tho' ſome 
Learned Men among the Nazarenes, eſteem 
em no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hy- 
pocrites: Even as they do thoſe Oriental San- 
foxes; Who, they ſay, under the Maſque of 
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an Uncommon Holineſs, commit a Thouſand 
Vllainies- 

God beſt knows, what Judgment is to be 
made either ef the Oe or the Other, But 
theſe Egyptians, as they call 'em, whether they 
are really ſuch, or no, have no great Marks of 
Santtity, in that they are very Vzclean. They 
ſeldom or never Waſh themſelves, but like 
the Swine, wallow in all Manner of Filthineſs;. 
eating Prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in Common, which are'the T wo Sour- 
ces of all Inparity. 

As to the Faquirs of the Eaſt, they are 
ſtrict Obſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and 
Cleanneſs; whether they be {uſſulmans, or 
the Gentiles of India. And if in other Mat- 
ters, they may be found faulty, 'tis very rare: 
And then they exceed not the Character of 
Humanity, which thou know ſt, is by Natare 
prone to Error, and ſubject to a Thouſand 
Frailties and Overſights. We are all Men, 
and Ged does not expect our Condutt to be 
that of Angels, His Repoſe is in himſelf; and 
tf he takes any:Complacency in the Things of 
the World, 'tis in beholding every Thing act 
according to its Nature. The exquiſlite-Form 
and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or a Pi/- 
mire, with the Inimitable ArchiteGture of the 
Two Former, and the Admirable Providence 
of the Latter, may, for ought we know, at- 

ford him as much Delight, as the moſt cele- 
brated Beauty, Strength, Science, and Perfor- 
mances of Men- For, his Power and #i/dom, 
are Equally manifeſt in All Things. Every 
| Creature 
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Creatare is Perfett in its Kind, onely a Wicked 
Alan is a Blot in the Vn:werſe. 
 Wouldſt thou know what the Pe/tern Na. 
zarenzs are moſt buſie about at this Time 2 
Tis the Eleftion of a New Pope. He 1s to be 
choſen by the College of Cardinals, who are 
Princes of the Roman Church. They are all 
ſhur up in a Place, which they call the Cox- 
clave. This is a certain Gallery in the Palace 
of the Vatican at Rome ; where every Carat- 
nal has his Cell or Apartment by himftelf, ha- 
ving onely Two Servants to attend him. The 
Conclave 1s ſurrounded by the Roman Alita, 
to prevent all Intercourſe by Letters, or other 
Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe 
within. The very Diſhes which are ferv'd up 
at the Tables of the Cardinals, are narrowly 
ſearch'd, left any Letters ſhou'd be convey d 
in them- The laſt Poſts from Rome aſſure us, 
That there were no leſs than 66 Carainals 
thus ſhut up, when they left that City. . And, 
there they muſt remain Night and Day, with- 
out taking the freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, 
till they have agreed in their E/efoa.There are 
Two Phy/icians, a Surgeon, and an Apothecary 
ſhut up with 'em,to ſerve'em in Caſe of Sickneſc. 
One of the Conclaviſts is the Cardinal de 
Retz, who eſcapd out of his Priton- in- this 


' Kingdom, and fled to Rome for Protection. 


From whence he (ent a Letter to the Arch. 7;.- 
ſ#5ps, and other Prelates of France; which be- 
ivg pronounc'd a Seditious Libel againſt rhe 
King and the Government, was in the End of 


Order, 
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Order, and all Copies of it prohibited. 

The K:yg has alſo ſent private Inſtruftions 
to the Caratnals of his Party at Kome, to keep 
a ſtrict Watch on the Conduct 'of de Retz, 
and to oppoſe him in all Things- | 

Here is nothing but Caballing and Intrigue 
among theſe /fide/s: They are good at a Stra- 
tagem, and know better- how to rndermine 
one another, than to face theic Enemies in the 
open Field: Which is a Character more ſuit- 
able to Women than Men- Whereas thou 
know it, our Heros in the Eaſt, know no 
other Way to Honour, Victory and Empire, 
than by downright Bravery and Reſolution, 
ſubduing all Things by the Force of their 
Arms. But God, when he divided the 1Va- 
tions of the Earth, and ſeparated the Sons of 
Noah, aſſign'd to every cne a different Conſtel- 
lation, according to whole fluence, the Ge- 
nins of each People 1s diſpos'd. They all obey 
the Diftates of their Particular Stars, and the 
Orders of Eternal Deſtiny. 

Therefore; Sage Minter, fhince Mars is 
the Planet of the Sons of Iſmael, and the A4- 
ſcenaant of the Ottoman Empire, there is no 
Need, that we ſhou'd turn Apoſtates from the 
Star of our better Fortune, to court the Glau- 
ces of Mercury, who 1s onely the Guardian of 
Knaves and Cheats. 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d. oo, 
of the Tear 1655, 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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BOOK I. 


LETTER I. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the 
Grand Signior. 


Ormerly TI cou'd have writ to thee with 

as much Freedom, as I cou'd to Zgrs 

Boinox, (on whom reſt the Favours of 

Goa) or as I can now to Gnet Oglon, 

to my Brother Peſte/s Hali, or to any of my 
Familiar Friends. But when I conſider the 
Eminent $tation thou poſleſſeſt, in that the 


Health and Life of the Mghty Emperor 1s 
E 2 now 


LP  » 
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now committed to thy Skill and Care, I am 
many Times at a Stand how to addreſs my 
ſelf. Methinks, thou art rinctur'd with the 
Majeſty of that Perſonage, whoſe Hand thou 
fo often haſt the Honour to touch, when re- 
quir'd to diſcover by the beating of his P#/ſe, 
the Interiour Maladies which afflict his Royal 
Sul. Yet I know thou {till retaineſt thy 
Humanity, and wilt not deſpiſe thoſe whom 
_-w haſt once thought worthy of Friend- 

IP. 
Suffer me then to converſe with a Phi/oſo- 
pick Freedom, that is, in an Addreſs void of 
Formalities and Reſerves- 

I know 'tis of no Import, whether /1ah- 
mit be ſick or well, provided the Grand S:g- 
7107 be ferv'd. What fignifie the Languiſhing 

2a1ns, or more Acute Agonies of a S/ave, fo 
long as he is able to carry on his Maſter's In- 
tereſt? We are not born for our /e/ves only, 
but by the very Condition of our Natxre, 
are oblig'd to conſecrate ous Lives to the Ser- 
vice of others. 'Tisa Reciprocal Devr, from 
which no Mortal is free. Every Man owes' 
Something to his Kelations, more to his 
Friends, but moſt of all to the Pablick. 

Therefore I make no Complaints of my 
Lot, nor murmur at the il! of Deſtiny, I 
accuſe not the Stars of my Nativity, nor tax 
en with Unkindly Afpefs: Bur am con- 
tented with my Fortune, be it Good or Bad, 
and rehgn'd to the Pleaſure of Heaven. 

As Nature has fram'd my Body Infirm and 
Weak, ſubject to a Thouſand Maladies; So is 
my 
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my Mind alſo haraſs'd with Diſtempers which 
have no Number. But above all, I labour 
under a Kind of /rtellefttnal Fever, a perpetu- 
al Thirſt of Knowledge, which all the Books 
and Converſe in the World cannot fatisfie- 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples. 
Every Thing appears to me as Ambiguous, 
as the Anſwers of the Delphic Oracle. Nay, I 
am a pertect Riddle to my ſelf. 

Tell me, dear Hal:, how I ſhall cure this 
Dropſy of the ſind, and I will not trouble 
thee with the Inconfiderable Diſeaſes of my 
Body. I have a high Opinion of you Phy{c:- 
ans: And ſhall pat more Conhdence in thy 
Advice, than in the Tefraof the Mnfrs, Con- 
ceal not thy Art from Mahmat, who admires 
thee with a Reſpe& equal to that which he 


_ Pays to the Memories of Avicea, Al Razz, 


Hela!, and the Reft of thoſe excellent Phy/#- 
cians, mention'd in our Arabian Hiſtories. 
And now theſe Ornaments of our Nation 
are come into my Mind, permit them to divert 
me from ſaying or thinking any more of my 
ſelf at preſent: For it will be better to turn 
the Diſcourſe to ſuch Illuſtrious Themes. At 
—onngy it will be but an Innocent Digrelſ- 
10N+ 
In peruſing the Lives of thoſe Famous Men, 
I meet with ſome Paſlages which are very De- 
lightful. Perhaps thou haſt feen the ſame. 
Yet twill do thee no Hurt, to call 'em again 
to thy Remembrance. : | 
I have read.in a certain Manuſcript, penn'd 
by [rahim the Son of Helal, a Renown'd 
E 3 P3yfi- 


- 
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Phyfician at Badgat, this Memoir of his Father. 


& On a certain Day, fays he, that my Father 
« had adminiſtred Phytlick tothe Emperor Tu- 
* 247, for which he was preſented with a Roy- 
« al Yet, rewarded with Five Thouſand P:4- 
* fers, and by the Emperor's Command was 
« carried through the Streets in State, I obſerv'd 
* that he was Penfive amid{t all thoſe Ho- 
* nours, and troubled in Mind, when I thought 
* he had greateſt Reaſon to rejoice» There- 
* fore I ſaid to him, 4 Father, How comes it to 
* paſs, that you are thus dejecieda, at a Time 
* when all the World expetts to ſee yore aiſſolu a 
* in Pleaſure? He anſwer'd, Sonu, He that 
* bas beſtow'd theſe Honours on me is a Fool, 
* and does things prepoſt eronſly without Reaſons 
« And therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe Vn- 
* timely Favours he has ſhew'd me, being ſen- 
* (ible they are not the Effefts of his Fudement, 
© but of his Ignorance. TI gave him a Cathar- 
© tic Potion, which work'd ſs ſtrongly with him, 
© that it excoriated his Bowels, and brought forth 
* Blood, So that I was forc'd to uſe a different 
& /ethod, both to remove his Diſtemper, and 
© op the Violent Flux. In the mean while, he 
* Tenorantly believing, That the Vaiding of [6 
* mach Blood, procur d him the preſent Eaſe 
* and Health he feels, therefore order'd theſe 

* Flononurs to be done me which thou ſeeſt. Now 

* that which ſaddens me, is my Fear, leſt ſome 

* Time or other, he may through his Tenorance 

* commit as great an Error on the Contrary 

* Side, and (ufpett that I have done him an 

&« Injury, when there is no Gronnd for it, and 
* {0 put me to Death. Tell 


- 
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Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyſiciar 
Reaſon for his Behaviour and Words? He was 
a Man of Great Abilities, accompliſh'd with 
divers Sciences, and in high Eſteem with the 
Princes and Nobles of Arabia. 

It were worth thy Pains to peruſe frequent- 
ly -the Life of Avicen, written by himſelf, 
wherein thou wilt behold the Methods he us'd 
to acquire a Profound Skill - in the Screxces: 
How he was at firſt puzzl'd in the eraphyſicks, 
and. was almoit driven to Deſpair, till a Dream 
unfolded to him whatſoever was difficult. 
When he was ata Lofs in any Diſquiſition, 
he us'd to frequent the 2o/ques, and pour 
forth Devout and Fervent Orai/oas to the 
Source of Intelleftual Lights, till the Thing 
was manifeſted to him. © He fate up late a- 
__ having a Lamp perpetually burning 
in his Chamber, applying himſelf attentively 
to Books and Contemplation. This was his 
Courſe, till he was Conſummate in all the 
Liberal Sciences, which was in the Eighteenth 
Year of his Age. 

Bur of all the Phyſicians whoſe Names a- 
dorn our Hiſtory, none ſeems Comparable to 
Thabet Eb'n Abrahim, for his Skill in exatly 
Indicating the Canſes of a Diſtemper by the 
Different Meaſures of the P::iſe. Abul Pha- 

rai, his Contemporary and Friend, writes thus 
of him. © On a certain Day, ſays he, when 
* I was with Thabet En Abrahim of Har- 
© rain, in the Houſe of Abu Mohammed the 
" Vizir, Abu Adalla Ebno'l Hejai the Poet 
© being there alſo, reach'd forth his Hand to 
E 4 « Thabet, 
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« Thabet, defiring him to feel his P-/ſe. To 
* whom the Phyſcian forthwith reply'd, Thox 
** haſt us d a Groſs Diet, and been Intemperate 


* iz eating ſowr Milk with Veal, The other 


<« anſwering, That it was true, and all the 
© Company admiring ; Abn! Abbas the Aftro- 
* ger, alſo reach'd forth his Hand. Bat when 
© 7habet had felt his Pulſe, Thox, ſaid ne, haſt 


« committed an Exceſs 1m FakINg too much of 


« Culd Things; for, as T juage, thou haſh eat 
* about Eleven Pomegranatess Immediately 
© Aon! Abbas cryd out, This is a Prophet 
* certainly, and more than a Phyſician; for he 
* [peaks the Trath to aTittle. Every Body was 
* aſtoniſh'd at his Wondrous Knowledge, and 
* I morethanall the Reſt. Wherefore, when 
© had him alone} T ſaid, 4 dear Thabet, 
&« The Study of Phyfick is Common to us both ; 
* therefore hide nothing from me, but diſcover 
* freely by what Art you were able to tell, That 
*-the Poet eat ſowr Milk with Veal, and not 
* 2s well with Beef or /dutton; and that the 
* Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than Eleven 
«* Pomegranates? He anſwerd, My Mind 
* (#zgeſted this to me, and prompted my Tongue 
*?oxtterit, Then I defir'd him to ſhew me 
* the Scheme of his Nativity: Which he did 
* at his own Houſe. And confidering it at- 
© tentively, I obſerv'd, That the Planet Fu 
«* piter was Lord of the Horoſcope. Then I 
* ſaid to him, *T:s this ſpeaks, my Dear Friend, 
* 1et ot, ſo often as you make theſe Fortunate 
« Corjettures Thus far Abul Pharat. 


God 


Pw on un _ere us 
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God knows, whether the Stars have any 
ſuch [fivence on Men in their Birth, or no, 
I am not very Credulous in this Point. Nox 
can the Authority of the Ancients, or the 
CharaGter of the Perſian and Chaldean Maxi, 
captivate my Mind in an Implicit Faith of 
Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends 
they are Created? Yet I muſt own, that 
ſome Men ſeem to be born with Inherent Fa- 
culties, which others can never acquire with 
all the Art and Induſtry in the World. One 
Man is of a Poetick Conſtitution : Another 15 
Genially inclin'd to Phyſick ; a Third excels in 
AAechanick:: Every Man has his Peculiar 
Gift. And yet perhaps all this while, the 
Stars have Nothing todo in the Matter, How- 
ever, it there be any Truth in A#ro/2gy, the 
Perſians, Chaldeans, Arabians and Indians, 
ſeem to be the only Men of all Nations, Con- 
ſtellated tro underitand this Scrence perfectly. 
One knows not what to think amidſt ſo many 
Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. Nor can 
our Thoughts be of any great Import, be ir 
how it will, in theſe Speculative Matters: At 
the Day of Tudgment we ſhall not be ask'd, 
What Proficiency we have made in Logticy, 
Metaphyſicks, Aſtronomy, or any other S$ci- 
ence; but, Whether we have liv'd according 
to our Nature, as Men, endu'd with 42-- 
rality and Reaſon. In that Hour it will moye 
avail us, That we have thrown a Handful 
of Flower in Charity to a Neſt of contem- 
vtible P:iſ;ires, than that we cou'd _— 

E 5 21] 
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all the Hoa/ts of Heaven, and call every Star 
by its proper Name. For, then the Conftel- 
tations themſelves ſhall diſappear, the $# 
and Moor ſhall give no more Light, and all 
the Frame of Nature ſhall vaniſh: But our 
Good and Bad Works ſhall remain for ever, 
Recorded in the Archives of Eternity. 

If from this Manner of Writing, thou 
ſhalt conjeQture I am Melancholy, and wilt 
alſo reveal the Canſes and Remedy of this 
Diſtemper, thou ſhalt be more to me, than 
a Thoufand Avicen's, Helal's, Thabet's, or 
all the Phyſicians and Aſtrologers of the Eaff. 
For, theſe Kind of Thoughts, are Mournful 
as the Shadow of Death. 


Paris, 2 3d. of the 4th. Ion, + 
of the Tear 1655« 


anm—_ 


LETTER II. 


To Afis, Baſla. 


I Know not whether thou wilr praiſe or con- 

demn the Sentence, which the Elefor of 
S$4x9ny pronounc'd not long ago on a Poor 
Fellow for killing a Deer. Yer becauſe there 
is ſomething very Singular in it, I will relate 
the whole Paſhge, asI recejv'd it from Nathan 
Sen Snack, the Jew at Vienna, ; 
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In the 140» of Chenval, a certain Citizen 
of Wittemberg, was accugd before the Elettor 
for hunting in his Foreſt, and killing one of 
his Deer. The Dake ina Rage, command- 
ed him to be ſet upon a Stag, his Hands 
chain'd to the Horns, and his Feet under the 
Belly of the Beaſt; ordering, that the Stag 
with this Burden, ſhou'd be let looſe to run 
whither he wou'd- The poor frighten'd Srag, 
not being accuſtom'd to ſuch a Load, and 
terrified with the rattling of the Chain, ran 
away full ſpeed over Hills and Dales, through 
Thickets of Briars and Thorns, never ſtop- 
ping till it had meaſur'd above Three and 
Thirty German Leagues; and then, tyr'd 
with fo vaſt a Race, he fell down. - At which 
Inſtant, a Caravan was coming by that Flace, 
out of S:/c/74. 

The poor Wretch on the Back of the Stag, 
almoſt dead with the Pains he had undergone, 
in ſo continued and violent a Motion, being 
alſo ſorely bruisd and his Fleſh torn and 
mang['d by the Boughs of Trees, as the Srag 
ruſh'd through thick Woods ; cry'd aloud to 
the Caravan, begging that ſome of them 
wou'd in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tor- 
ments, But they, either for fear of the Dake's 
Diſpleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refus'd him 
this Kindneſs. So that after the Stag had reſted 
a-while, and recovered new Spirits, he began 
a freſh Career; and never ceas d running, till 
he arriv'd at a certain Monaſtery or Convent of 

eligioug, where he beat againſt rhe Gate with 


his Horns, till ſome of the Derviſes open'd 
It, 
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it, and let him in» They aſtoniſh'd to ſee a 
Man thus pinion'd to a Stag, his Face, Arms, 
Legs and all his Body cover'd with Blood, 
and himſelf ready to expire, immediately 
brought him Cordialsard other Refreſhments, 
whilſt ſome were employ'd in looſing his 
Chains. But being inform'd by his own 
Mouth, how he came into this Condition, 
they began to think of turning him looſe a- 
gain, for Fear of the Dxke's Anger. However, 
{uffering themſelves to be overcome by the 
Importunity of the Miſerable Man, and rely- 
ing on their Eccleſia/tich Privileges (for here 
in the eſt, the Convents are generally al- 
low'd Santtaaries tor all Sorts of Offenders) 
they took him into their Protection : But he 
expir'd that Night. | 

It is hard to determine whether the Dake, 
or theſe Derviches, were in the Right or 
Wrong. The French, who of late, have by 
a Faſhion learn'd to grow Obdurate, juſtifie 
the Proceedings of this Prince ; ſaying, -That 
Pity is a Paſhon fit onely for Women, Chil- 
dren, and Fools. They eſteem ir a Mark of 
a Great Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not 
to be mov'd with the Sighs or Tears of the 
Miterable; but to frown or laugh, at the Mis- 
tortunes of others. This, they fay, is the one- 
iy Method to harden Men for War, Con- 
queſts, and Plunder: Where-the Viftors are - 
fo cur their Way to Honour and Riches, 
through the Hearts of the Vanquiſh'd, to 
quench the ardent Thirft of Glory with Hu- 
mane Blood, and to celebrate their Triumphs, 
onely 


. . % ” 
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onely in the midft of horrid Maſſacres and 
Funerals. 

'Tis true, theſe Principles and AGtions are 
allowable in en of the Sword, when they 
fight the Battels of their X»g and Conntry, in 
Heat of Blood. But, Clemency and- Com- 
paſſion, are Vertues becoming the Greateſt 
Prince, or moſt Yaliant General, when their 
Enemies are reduc'd, by the Fortune of War, 
to kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for 
Mercy: Or, when in Time of Peace, their 
Subjetts fall into a Crime which may admit 
of Indulgence. Certainly, theſe Feſtern In- 
fidels have wrong Notions of Humanity, in 
aſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign of -a 
Noble Nature, or a Step to true Happineſs : 
Sirice, the moſt hard-hearted Tyrant, one 
Time or other, will have Need of Compaſſion 
himſelf ; eſpecially in Sickneſs and the Ago- 
nies of Death, which perhaps prove more 
tormenting to him, than to *< Merciful and 
Generous. It is recorded of A! Hejai Eb'n 
Heſha'm, a Famous Abrabian Captain, that 
when, in a Malignant Fever, he call'd for 
Water to drink, and it was deny'd him by the 
Phyſicians, who had Care of his Health ; 7t 
# enough, ſaid hez Ruenoddanula, once my 
Lieatenant, to whom I forgave Three Treaſons, 
and who died a Natural Death, has refreſhed 
me at this Minnte with a Liquor unknown: 
Sare, "tis the Wine of Paradiſe» And from 
that Moment he began to recover his Health, 
after which he liv'd many Years, often rehear- 
{ing this Paſſage among his Familar Friends to 
Ins Laſt Day, Bur 
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But the 7»fidels are either Ignorant of theſe 
Examples, or if they know 'em, Pride will 
not ſuffer 'em to learn Morality and Juſtice. 
They are deſtin'd, the greateſt Part, to be 
Incredulous to the Day of Judgment. How 
many Prophets has God ſent into all Nations, 
to teach them the Right Way, and not the 
Way of ſuch with whom he is diſpleas'd ; yet 
they will not be Converted? They look on 
the Apoſtles and Meſſengers of the Eternal, 
with the Eyes of Swine ; They grunt under the 
Burden of their Senſuality, and like thoſe 
Filthy Animals, return to their Mire again. 
Yet, that Superlatively Merciful, winks at 
their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces 
every Morning. But, they put.their Fingers 
in their Ears, and turn away in Diſdain, as 
from a Beggar. They reject the King of All 
TUES, as a Fugitive and Vagabond on 


arth. 

From that Dele&able Eſſence, the Odqur 
of whoſe Sweetneſs is diftus'd through the 
Elements, and refreſhes the Minds of the T74e 
Faithful; let us by continual Devotion and 
Vertue, attra&t Divine Tin&tures, till our 
Hearts be all tranform'd into [zcenſe, and in 
this Aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like the 
Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Para- 
4;ſe, in Amours which know no End. 


Paris, Sth. of the 5th. 1007, 
of the Tear 1655+ 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 


To- Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
Vienna. 


I Wonder at Nothing: Much lefs, at the 
Extravagant- Caprices of Tyrants Me- 
thinks, there appears no Novelty in Modern 
Tranſattions: They are but a Repetition of 
Ancient Practices, under New Forms. Of 
all the Events in this Age, not one has come 
to my Knowledge which gives me a Surprize. 
Yet, I muſt confeſs, there. is Something very 
Singular in the Puniſhment the Dxke of Sax- 
oy inflicted, as thy Letter tells me, on the 
poor Deer-Stealer. And, if it be juſt to put 
a Man to Death on ſuch an Account, as the 
Tadians hold; the Dake ſeems very Ingenious 
and Accurate, in the Choice he made of an 
E xecutionere 

The Ancient Romans had a Law ; which 
they call'd Lex Talionis, Which in all Cy5- 
minal Caſes, appointed the Puniſhment to be 
in ſome Circumſtances Adequate to the 
Faulr. And thou know'lt, ſes your Law- 
giver, left much the fame Statutes: Requi- 
ring the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put 
another Man's out; a Tooth for a Tooth, an 
Arm for an Arm, and fo proportionably of 0- 
ther Injuries. But this Prince ſeems to have 
made a Supplement, where theſe Laws - 
PEar 
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pear'd ſhort; and has ſhewd a moſt Exqui- 
fite Niceneſs of Revenge, in the Deſtiny of 
. the Unfortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag 
to be, in ſo peculiar a Manner, the Inſtru- 
ment of his Death, who had villainouſly mur- 
der'd one of the ſame Species, Doubtleſs, it 
was a Princely Freak ot Juſtice: And had it 
been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
ſlaughter'd Beaſt, and not in. Vindication of his 
own Right, I cou'd not forbear to pronounce 
it a Frolick worthy of a Hero. But, he him- 
ſelf is frequently guilty of the ſame Kind of 
Murder, as are moſt of ths Great en in 
Exrope, whoſe Tables are no other than the 
Altars of Glattony, ſmoaking with Fleſh 
and Blood, whilſt Hecatombs of Animals are 
there facrincd to Yoracious Appetites, ths 
Tav!s of theſe Weſtern People. 
. Methinks therefore, it had been more Ge- 
nerous and becoming a Prince, to pardon 
the Poor Fellow a Thefr, which perhaps 
was the onely Method he had to preſerve 
himſelf and his Family from ſtarving. And 
for ought I know, he had as much Right ac- 
cording tothe Law of Nature, to kill a Stag, 
as the Owner has. But, there is no Talk to 
be made of Right or Wrong, where Power 
over-rules all. 

Tata is.at Preſent the onely Publick Thea- 
| tre of Juſtice toward all Living Creatures 
There, it is a Capital Crime to ſhed the Blood 
of any Animal, and puniſh'd with Death no 
Iefs than the Murder of a Man: The Princes 
and Nobles indeed encloſe Drer and other 
| Innocent 
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Innocent Creatures in Parks, not with a 
Deſign to prey upon them at their Pleaſure, 
but to defend 'em from the Violence of others; 
whilſt thoſe happy Animals range and feed 
where they- pleaſe within- thofe Pales, free 
from Peril, andnever fearing any other Death, 
ſave what they pay to Natwre, when they 
have ſpun out the accuſtom'd Term of their 
Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a: like 
Purpoſe. And are at a great Charge every 
Year, to redeem a certain Number of Oxen 
and Cows from Slaughter. For they eſteem 
Ir a Barbarous and Inhuman Cruelty, to mur- 
der thoſe Creatures, which are the Nurſes of 
our Life. | 
The Law of Moſes, if I miſtake not, obli- 
ges all of thy Natzon to certain Specitick Ten- 
derneſſes towards the Dumb Animals. And 
Eeſa the Prophet, a Man of no Obſcure Ex- 
tract, but of a Noted Race among the He- 
brews, ſays He that killeth an Ox, is as if he 
flew a Man, and he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, 
as if he beheaded a Dog. And in another Place, 
the ſame Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of God, 
To what Purpoſe is the Multitnde of ' your 
Sacrifices to me? I am offended with the Smoak, 
of your Burnt-Offerings, and nauſeated with 
the Smell of broiled Fat. I take no Delight 
in the Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats. Who © 
hath required theſe Things at your Hands? 
Bring no more vain Oblations, which my Soul 
hateth. | 

By theſe Expreſſions one wou'd think, the 
Prophet brings in God, denying that ever he 
COM- 
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commanded any ſuch Sacrifices or ſhedding 
of Blood, and proteſting againſt it, as an A- 
bomination- Where then is the Reputation 
of thoſe Writings which go under the Name 
of 7s/es ? For, in them theſe Bloody YVittims 
are expreſsly enjoined. (God cannot be Con- 
tradictory to himſelf. Doubilkes, a great 
Part of the Trme Law which God gave to 0- 
ſes, was loſt in the Former Captivities of your 
Nation, when your Cities and Provinces were 
quite diſpzopl'd, your Fathers led away by 
the - Victorious Aonarchs of the Eaſt, and 
your choiceſt Memoirs Aboliſh'd. So that 
what remains now, is only a Collection of 
Fragments patch'd up by E/aras, and other 
Induſtrious Scribes, to which they gave the 
Specious Title of the Law of ſes, that 10 
they might faſten the wavering People in O- 
bedience, to ſomething, tho' of their own de+ 
viling. | 

Nathan, T do not go about to ſeduce thee, 
Examine All Things. Believe neither. me, 
nor thy own Rabbis, but truſt onely thy 
Reaſon, which will ftand by thee at the Day 
of Tudgment, when all Things elſe ſhall fail, 


Paris, Sth- of the 5th, Ion, 
of the Tear 1655+ 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 
To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 


T Hele Nazarenes, like the Followers of the 

Prophet, are divided into Innumerable 
Sefts; and io 'tis in all Religions. Men can- 
not think alike. Natare it ſelf delights in 
Variety. God has diverfify'd the Facxlties of 
our Sorls, as he has the Conſtitutions of our 
Bodies, The Zealet, is ſubject to Choler ; 
the Bigot, to Melancholy; the Libertine, is of 
a Sanguine Complexion; and: as for the Reſt, 
they are but ſo many Walking , Speak- 
ing Lumpsof Flegw. This is the Phyſical Di- 
vition of Afortals: Under which are compre- 
hended, the Various Tempers which reſult 
from the different Mixture of theſe Four Ra- 
dical Principles» And for this, we muſt 
thank Galen and Fippocrates, 

But, if we conſult the Afrologers, they 
will aſſign as many different Hamonrs and 
Complexions, as there be Stars in the Heavens, 
at leaſt, as there be Conſtellations» They'll 
tell ye of the Bull and the Bear, and God 
knows what Heavenly Stories. The Dragon 
ſhall fpit Venom on one Man's Nativity, out 
of his Mouth; and give another a poiſonous 
Lick with his Tail- If we believe all they fay, 
there is not an Herb in the Field, but has its 
particular Star, whoſe I»fizexce cauſes it to 
| grow and proſper: tho' Jfo/es tells us, (as 
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all the Vegetables appear'd on the Earth, even 
before the Stars themſelves had their Exiſtence 
in the Heavens. 

But, whether there be any Truth in A/tro- 
logy, or no; this is certain, that Men differ 
in their Sentiments of Religion, as they doin 
their Faces. The Phyſjognomy of Faith, is 
Infinitely various. One Man believes in 4- 
ſes, Another in Je/zs the Son of Iary, a Third 
in Mahomet our Holy Lawgiver. Then, theſe 
are ſubdivided into Innumerable Parties. The 
Jews have Seventy Eminent Religions Factions, 
There are number'd Seventy and One Sets 
of Chriſtians, and Seventy Two of Auſſul- 
ans, Theſe are all at Odds about Words 
and Exteriour Ceremonies; fo Zealous for 
Charity and Peace, that they are in perpe- 
tual Wars for its Sake, murdering one ano- 
ther in the Love of God: And ſuch ſtout 
Champions. for the Tr«th, that they ſcruple 
not to tell Ten Thouſand Lyes in its De- 
fence. 

The Differences between the Greek and Ar- 
meniau Nazarenes, the Neſtorians and Ja- 
cobites, with other Sets of the Eaſt, are not 
unknown to the Miniſters of the Port. But 
perhaps thou art a Stranger to the Newer 
Schiſms of the Weſs. 

The moſt Eminent Divi/c0n of Chriſtendom 
at this Time, is into Catholicks and Prote- 
ffants, The Former obey the Roman Mufti, 
and boaſt of an Uninterrupted Series of Calphs 
from Peter the Vicar of the eſſias, down to 
the preſent Pope. The Latter are the Follwers 
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of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretended 
to certain New Lights, and claim'd a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Worfpip. God beſt knows, 
who's in the Right or Wrong, of theſe 
Two Parties: But, they have always been 
at Daggers-drawing in Defence of their ſe- 
veral Tenets ; perſecuting and maſlacrin 
one another, for Conſcience-Sake- Bot 
Sides appeal to the Written Law, to Apoſto- 
lical Traditions, to the Teſtimony of the An- 
cients, the Decrees of Councils, and the 
Practice of thoſe whom they call the Pr:- 
mitive Charch. Yet neither Part will allow 
the other a Sufficient Judgment to Interpret 
thoſe Memoirs of Antiquity, nor an Authen- 
tick : Power to decide Controverſies of this 
Nature» Thus their Diſputes are like to 
lait, till the Final Day of Deciſion, when 
all Human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd be- 
fore the Grand Tribunal. 

In the mean Time they take all Advan- 
tages, to execute their Spight and Malice 


- on each other, under the Notion of Juſtice 


and Piety. We are daily alarm'd here with 
Tragical Relations of horrid Murders and 
Butcheries, committed .on the Proteſtants of 


. Pieamont, and other Parts wnder the Date 


of Savoy, Whilſt ſome ſay, That all theſe 
Reports are falſe, and the Sufferings of thoſe 
People are according to Law, the due Pu- 
niſhment of their Rebellions Actions. 

It is not in my Power, to adjuſt their 


Difterences; nor is it Material to a J4ſſul- 


man, 
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-1an, Which of them has the Zaw on their 
Side- Yet, if I were inclind to take any Part, 
it ſhou'd be that of the Oppreſſed. Cruelty I 
abhor: And our Holy Prophet has forbid Force 
to be usd in Matters of Religion, fince the 
Conſcience is Reſponſible to none hut G4. 

May that God , from whoſe Unity have 
ſprung all the Different Eſſences in the World, 
and all the Variety in NVatare, give us Grace 
to love the Whole Creation, and not to ſhed 
Blood unleſs in the Sacred Combat. 


Paris, the 13th. of the 6th. oor, 
of the Tear 1655s 
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LETTER V. 
To William Voſpel, 4 Reclule o 


Auſtria. 


[| HAD concluded thee Dead, till thy Let- 

ter certify'd me to the Contrary. So long 
a Silence between Friends, wou'd put any 
Man upon the ſame Thoughts. Ten Years 


have ſlipt away between my laſt to thee, and , 


thy Anſwer. I hope, thou doſt not meaſure 
Time, after the Rate of the Seven Sleepers, 
Perhaps, thou haſt enjoin'd a Ten Years $:/ence 
and Abſtinence from all Manner of Converſa- 
tion, by the Szperionr of thy Convent. Such Se- 
verities are not uncommon in Religions Socie- 


ties, 
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ties, where the main Buſineſs wo acquire Per. 
feftion. The Armenian Monafteries are much 


« more Rigid, where but for One Extravagant 


Word, I have known a Man's Tongue lock'd 
up, for the Space of Two and Twenty Years, 
under Pain of Excommunicatioz; and then re- 
leas'd, onely for the Sake of a moſt Significant 
Jeſt, put on the Patriarch, in ute Signs 
Wit will find a Way to vent it ſelf, tho' it 
be at the Fingers Ends. And for ought I 
know, thou haſt oblig'd thy Abbot to take off 
the Cexſure, by the like Method. There was 
Abundance of Satyre in the Subſannation of 
the Ancient Romans; and no leſs Rhetorick 
in the Shrugg or Grimace of the Modern 1a- 
lians, The AMimicks of Scaramonchi, are a 
perfect Lampoon; and Harlequin is Burleſque 
all over. 

Thou know ſt;I always entertain thee with 
one frivolous Diſcourſe or other, to divert thy 
Melancholy; and thy own Letters give me 
Encourfgement- -They ſeem to be writ in 
a pleaſant Humour. But tell me, have I 
eveſs d right at the Cauſe of fo tedious a Re- 
{ervedne(s, or no? Haſt thou been forc'd all 
this while, to ſpeak with thy Hands, Feet, 
Noſe, and the Emphatick Motions of thy 
Head and Eyes? If it were fo, I phanfie thou 
wert excellent Company, among thy Gravs 
Flegmatick Brethren; and in a fair Way to un- 
deritand the Language ot the Beaſts, who by 
oy creeping, leaping, frisking their 
Tails and other Poſtures, expreſs their vari- 
ous Paſſions, Defires and Neceſſities, as Intel- 


ligibly 
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ligibly to thoſe who are us'd to them, as we 
can - by the moſt Elegant Addreſſes in 
Words. 


But, to be ſerious: If for the Sake of Yer. 


te, this Penance be impos'd on thee by him 
who Prefides over thy Convert, or thou haſt 
Voluntarily undertaken fo difficult.a Part of 
Selt-Denyal on the Score of Philoſophy or Ret. 
2103, thou haſt approv'd thy ſelf wite and brave 
in not flincking. A Coward in Re/ig:ous Matters, 
is as deſpicable, as in the Engagements of the 
World. "Tis Honourable ro face Tempta- 
tions, and come off with Victory. | 

As for what thou defireſt to know concern- 
ing the Sepalcher of King Childeric ; It is e- 
ſteem?®d a Piece of great Antiquity: In Re- 
gard he -was the Fourth Ifonarch of Fraxce. 
He Reign'd over the Gaz/s or Franks in the 
Year 458. Severus being Emperour of Rome, 
Severinus and Dagalaiphas, Conſuls. Yet in 
little more than Three Years, he was depos'd 
and baniſh'd by his S#bjefs, whilſt one eg 
dins a Reman, was Crown'd in his Stead. Net- 
ther did this Man pleaſe the People fo well, but 
that after ſome Experience of his Oppreflion, 
Avarice and other Vices, they expell'd him alſo, 
and recall'd their Lawful Sovereign. For,ogi- 
ains had vex'd them with Unreaſonable Taxes, 
fleecing them of many Millions, which he 
privately ſent out of the Kingdom, diſpoling 
of this vaſt Treaſure at Rowe, and among his 
Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt 
Future Contingercies: For, he look'd for 


ſome Back-Blows of Fate. Chilaeric or 
| fore 
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fore being reſtor'd to his Crown, enjoy'd it 
till his Death ; which was in the Year 484. 
After whom ſucceeded in the Kingdow, Clo- 


. doveas the Great, who was the Firſt Frexch 


King that embrac'd Chriſtianity. 

The Time when Childeric's Tomb was firſt 
diſcover'd, was about Two Years ago, when 
the Cathearal of Tournay wanted Reparation- 
For, as the Laboxrers were digging up the 
Old Charnel- Hoxſe, they encounter'd a Long 
Stone; which giving em ſome Patigue, they 
broke in Pieces, and foundunder it the En- 
tire Skeletca of a 4asn lying at Length, with 
Abundance of Greek eaals of Gola, and 
ſome other Curiolities of the ſame Metal , 
among which was a Ring with this /7atte, 


SIGILLUM CHILDERICT REGTS. 


All theſe Reliqzes were at firſt poſieisd by 
the Canons of rhat Church, where they were 
found : Of whom they were begg'd by rhe 
Arch- Dake of Auſtria, who has them in his 
Cuſtody. Therefore thoſe who told rhee 
they are in the A7yg of France's Hands, were 
mitinform'd themtelves, or defhign'd to abuſe 
thee. For, this cannot be ſuppos'd, during 
the preſent Wars between France and Spain : 
When they are more ready on both Sides to 
plunder one another, than to grant Civilities 
of this Obliging Nature- 

I perceive, thou art grown a great Anti- 
quary; and therefore in Token of my Eſteem, 
[ have ſent thee a Cabinet of ſuch 0!d Things, 
F as 
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as I have ſcrap'd together in my Travels, and 
during my Refidence in this City. 

The Agate: which thou wilt find in the Up. 
permoſ} Drawer, may eaſily be dated by their 
Figures, which are all after the Faſhion of 
Gentile Rowe, As for the Shells in the Second, 
F leave 'em to thy own Judgment ; onely this 
Ll fay, That they are not Common. The 

ird contains a Miſcellany of ſeveral Antiques, 
The Knives were us'd by the Ancient Rowan 
Prieſts in their Sacrifices. The Weights are 
at leaſt Twelve Hundred Years Old, by the 
Parallels which I have ſeen in the King's Li- 
brary. The Rings alfo are of the Parthian 
Make: And the Arrow to which they are fa- 
ſten'd, retains its Orizntal Venom to this Hour; 
a5 thou wilt find by trying it on any Animal 
that deſerves it. Bur, after all, the Loweyr- 
90ſt Drawer contains Nothing but Connter- 
feits, For, thoſe eaals are the Work of 
Parmezan, the Fineſt Graver in the World. 
If /thou know'ſt not his CharaCGter, I'll tell 
theein aWord; He was Famous for Imitating 
ſo Exattly the moſt Ancient Medals, that the 
Tranſcripts cowd not be diſcern'd, even by 
__ molt Skillfyl Artifts, from the Origi- 
nals, | 
Accept theſe, with the ſame good Will as 
I did, when they were preſented to me, and 
tell me wherein elſe 1 can gratify thy Wiſhes 

You Monaſticks are infinitely Happy, in 
the Advantages of Retirement and Tranqui- 
lity. You are free from the Cares which 
moleſt other Mortals. The Bel! rings you to 

. Prajers, 
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Prayers, and to your Repaſt, You have No- 
thing elſe to regard, but your Contemplations 
and Studies. Many Great Lights, have fprung 
from your Various Orders. AndI tell thee, 
Father William, the World will be difappoin- 
ted, if thou ſhould { prove a Dark-Lanthory, 
and onely be Wile for thy Selt. 


Paris, 25th of the 6th, foo, 
of the Tear 1655+ 


_ — 
— 


CERETTRLAL YE 


To the moſt Illuſtrious and Invincible 
- Vizir Azem,at te Port. 


Y the Sound which the Sun makes at his 

going down, I ſwear, I was not miita- 

ken in the /dea I had of thy Generofity. And, 

the Di/parch with which thou haſt honour'd 

the Slave Mahmut, confirms me in a perfect 
Security of thy Favour and Protection- 

I ſhall with exquiſite Diligence obey thy 
Orders Burt it cannot be attempred, wirh- 
out vaſt Sums oft Money. And if 1 may be 
thought worthy to give Advice to my Sype- 
riours, the moſt Effetual Way to accom- 
pliſh this, will be by ſending one of the Px#11- 
cipal Miniſters to this Conrt, with a ſplendid 
Embaſſy. For, this Young King expects very 
Honourable Addreſſes, from all that {eek his 

: F 2 more 
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more Intimate Friendſhip. Therefore a Ch:- 
aus wou'd be flighted on ſuch an Occaſion, 
and marr all the Deſign, I wou'd counſel, 
That ſome-body be ſent, who perfettly un- 
deritands the Genins of the French, and the 
particular Aims of Caraimal Mazarint 

Under the Protection of ſuch a one, I ſhou'd 
be able without Hazard of a Diſcovery, to a&t 
all that is neceſſary to carry on this Deſign with 
200d Succeſs. Here are Abundance of needy 
Courtiers, on whom Gold will have a power- 
fal Influence. But neither I in Perſon, nor 
any one whomlI ſhall depute, can make ſuch 
Tenders, unleſs there were here ſome known 
Publick Embaſſador trom the Grand Signior,to- 
countenance the Buſineſs. For, otherwiſe it 
will preſently be whiſper'd, That ſome Pri. 
vate Agent larks here Incognito. They will 
ſtart a Thouſand Chimera's of Jealoufie ; and 
ſo I may run the Hazard of a Second Impriſon- 
ment, when the Carainal ſhall call to mind 
the Occaſion of my Fir/f. All that I can then 
ſay of my being a /4/davian, will find no 
Credit; and 'rw1ill be no leſs: than a Miracle; 


.it they do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for 


the Mark of Circumciſion, Which if it be 
toimd, all's betray 'd and ruin'd. 

I do not value the Puniſhments they will 
inflict on me, nor the Loſs of my Life: But 
1 dread the more Important Conſequences of 
fuch a Diſcovery ; the unmasking the Secrets 
of the Grand Signior to Ifiaels. 

Theſe are the Chief Reaſons I have to offer 
:n behalf of an Honourable Embaſſy. As v0 

n tne 
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the Perſon whom thou ſhalt think ft to 
employ in ſo Glorious a Truſt, I will not 
preſume to add any Thing to what I have 
faid already, That he be a Man of Experience 
in the French 'Aﬀairs, well vers'd in the 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Policy, the different 
Intereſts of the Coxrts of Exrope, and one 
that exactly knows what Advantage to make 
of the New Pope. For, after long Debates, the 
Cardinals have at laſt Elected one, who has 
aſlum'd the Name of Alexander YII. 

It is hard to judge at his Firſt Acceſſion to 
that Sovereign Chair, what Intereſt this Pre- 
late will embrace, whether that of France cr 
Spain :- Or whether his Conduct will be Ne#- 
tral, deporting himſelf with an Equal Indit- 
ference to all the Nazarene Princes, whom 
he calls his $97s, endeavouring to compoſe 
their Quarrels, and unite their Forces again{t 
the A1-/uſſulmans, I rtell thee, no body can be 
yet aſlurd, what the Temper of the Roman 
Atutti may prove. Fer, it is uſual for the 
aſpiring Carainals, to promiſe many Things 
in Hopes of the Papacy, which they never per- 
form, when they have once obtain'd that V#- 
controulable Command. Diſſmmulation 1s rank'd 
among the Principa! Vertues, in the Court of 
Rome : And he that knows not how to 1l- 
guiſe his A4ections, is not thought worthy cf 
any Important Tr«/t. Adona: the Jew, has lott 
his Liberty in that City, for being defective 
in this Courtly Accompliſhment. Ir ſeems, 
he and ſome others of his Nation rail'd too 
paſſionately and openly, at the do/atry of the 

F 3 Romans, 
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Romans. YerT expett daily to hear of his 
Releafk ; for, I underſtand by a Letter from 
him, that he was excepted out of the Num- 
ber of thoſe, whoſe Condemnation is Irreve- 
ca®le. 

[ reprov'd him for his Immorality, in refle- 
cting on the E/tabliſh'd Religion of the Conn- 
try where he reſides: But, this Kind of Arro- 
gance,is the peculiar Vice of the Hebrews. They 
delpite all orher People in the World: Whereas 
thou know'ft, the Impartial God reipetts not 
{ne Nation more than Another; For, they are 
ail Equally the 7/rks of his Hands. And for 
ought we know, he tolerates the Variety of 
Religions that are extant in the World, with 
the ſame Indifterence, as he diſpenſes his Com- 
mon Blef{ings to ſuch an Infinite Number of 
Men of diverſe Faces. 

The Adeltiplicity in the Univerſe, exalts 
the Divine Unity, which is the Root of Af. 
And if there be Ten Thouſand Myriads of 
Worlds, they all ſprang from One Cax/e, and 
there they end. For he is the Firſt and Laſt 
of Every Thing: 


Paris; 2d, of the 75th. ooy, 
of the Tear 1655s 
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LETTER VII. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
Vienna, 


Ge Egyptians have a Proverb, That he 
who thinks and ſpeaks of Goa, onely 
when he is Mclancholy, ſacrifices to the P/a- 
net Pharouts or Saturn, and not to the moſk 
High and Exalted King of All Things, who 
is the Fountain of Joy to en and Angels. 

I counſel thee, not ro liſt thy ſelf in the 
Number of thoſe who adore the Stars, by 
cheriſhing ſad 1aea's of the ever Indulgent 
and Merciful Divinity; Nor think thy ſelf 
the leſs liable to this Cenſure, becauſe it pro- 
ceeds from a Nati9n which was once at En- 
mity with the Sons of Jacub. Deſpiſe not the 
Wiſdom of that People,from whom even 7c» 
ſes your Laweiver learn'd all his, and from 
whom all Nations borrow'd Improvements 
of Learning, if they are not indebted to them 
for its Firſt Rudiments. 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive, 


that Iconſult thy Happineſs, and wou'd have 


thee chaſe away Vain Fears and Superſticious 
Thoughts, the mere Product of an Ill-tem- 
per'd Spleen, which is the peculiar Malady of 
thy Nation. Let thy Heart be always Chear- 
ful; for God loves every Thing that he has 
made: The Univerſe: overflows with his 

F 4 Bounty» 
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Bounty. Be not too Religions, nor ſtrain the 
Faculrics he has given thee for thy Support, 
and not for thy Bane. 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, 
than theſe diſmal Scruples about thy $97. If 
thou art not willing ro embrace the 1-/ſſul. 
man Faith, in God's Name continue to obſerve 
the Law of Moſes, and proſecute thy Afﬀairs 
with Alacrity. 

Thou haſt been very ſlack of late in ſending 
me Advices of what paſles at Vienna, and o- 
ther Parts of Germany. We have flying Re- 
ports here, of the Death of E/eancra the 
Empreſs; and that on the ſame Day whereon 
ſhe died, Leopolaus Jenatizes Joſephus, the 
{:mperonr's Son, was Elected King of the Ro- 
mans. ] now not how to write to the 1s- 
ters of the Port, till thou haſt aſcertain'd 
me of theſe . Things- For God's Sake, ve 
ſpeedy in thy Diſpatches, and inform me 
what is doneat the Diet of Frankfort. Rowze 
up thy ſelf, and baniſh ſuperfluous Cares. 
Remember, that as there is but One God, to 
there 1s but One Law, but One Thing Nece(- 
fary to Man ; that is, To /ive according to Rea- 


fon. This 1s Engraven 1n every Mar. s Heart, 


and there needs no Comment to explain it. 
'Tnou-art a ſufficient Laweiver, Ravbi, Do- 
for, and Interpreter to thy ſelf, Let not 0- 
thers amuſe thee with Fables. 

I will now acquaint thee with ſomething 
of Certainty. The French have gain'd Langre- 
cies, a Strong Town in Flanders. It was ſur- 
render'd to them on the 22d- of this _ 
| An 
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And the next Day all the Garriſon marched 
out, .confifting of 1500 Men, belides 300 
wounded. 

The Kg is gone, upon this good News, 
to view and take Care of his New Conquelts. 
For, this 1s not the onely Town the S$pan:- 
ara; have loſt: They talk of Aanbeng, Bo- 
wines, and Conde; all which, according to 
freſh Report, are in the Hands of the French. 
This Young Arnarch, is ſtrangely Fortu- 
nate. 

If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſs- 
fal Campagnes among the People of the 
North, fail not to do it in Seaſon: For we 
are not plac'd in theſe Stations, to whiltle ro 
Sheep. 


Paris, 29th. of the 7th. fon; 
of the Tear 1655+ 


i 


LETTER VIIE 


To Muſtapha Lulu Beamrilla, « Max 
of the Law. 


—— 


] Wou'd willingly be admitted 'into Para- 
aiſe, as well as other /fuſſulmars. Net 
ther wou'd I think, ſpeak or do any Thing 
which might prejudice my Title, and bait 
my Pretenſions to Eternal Happineſs. This 
Defire is Natural to all Men; And wher Tt 

F 5 profeſs 
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pros it, thou may 'it believe me without an 
Oath. Yet methinks, I wou'd not go Hood- 
wink'd to Heaven, but wou'd fain enjoy the 
Benefir of my Sence and Reaſon, in my Ad- 
vances to that Region of Bliſs, 

I believe the Alcoran, as the Oracle of Ged ; 

and 'tis ſo firmly Imprinted in my Memory, 
that I cou'd repeat it Verbatim from the Be- 
2inning to the End, without miſling a Yer- 
ficle. I give an Entire Credence to the Do- 
Efrine of the Re(urrettion, being Naturally de- 
firous of Immortality: But I cannot entertain 
the groſs. Conceit, which the greateſt Part of 
Mauſſulmans have of the Reſurretton ; that is, 
that our very D#/ſ# ſhall be Rais'd again, and 
Organiz'd into a Body, The Nazarenes are 
of the ſame Opinion, But methinks, there's 
no Need of ſtretching and ſtraining of Natere. 
Belides, this Opinion is Inconſiſtent with o- 
ther Fundamental Doftrines of the I1uſſul- 
man Law. 

We are all taught to believe, That the 
Souls of Faſt Men, Saints and Martyrs, im- 
mediately on their Departure from the Boa, 
aſcend to Paraaiſe. If fo, then. they either 
itve therein an Vnbeazed Eſtate, or they have 
New Bogies aſlign'd 'em by the ſame Provi- 
dence which gave them their 0/4, Be it 
which Way it pleaſes God; It will appear a 
manifeſt Botch in the Yorks of the Omnipe- 
tent, an Indecorum in Natare, to make theſe 
Souls either caſt off their New Bodies at the 
Day of Judgment, for the Sake of their Ola 
Rotten Reliques, after they have enjoy'd - 

rac 
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the Raviſaing Delights of Ede» for ſo many 
Ages; or to ſtand in Need of any Bodies at 
all, after they have liv'd fo long in a Separate 
Condition. There's no Sence in't. Doubt- 
leſs, this Opinion was firit hatch'd by thoſe 
who believ'd the Slcep of the Sonl, and held 
that it was Inſeparable from the Body. For then 
they had no other Way to comfort themſelves 
with any Probable Hopes of a Surviving Im- 
mortality, but by maintaining, That as the 
$o#l (lept with the Boay in the Grave, fo both 
Soul and Body ſhou'd conjointly Rite again at 
the Day of Dom. 

Or perhaps, this Figwre of our Re/arrettion 
was inculcated, to in{inuate the Faith of an 
Immortal State, into the duller Minds of thoſe, 
who were Incapable of comprehending either 
the Pre-Exijtence of Souls, their Self-Sub/1- 
ftence after Death, or their Tranſlation into 
other Boaters. 

It ſeems to me much more eafie to believe, 
according to the moſt Obvious Works of Na- 
rare, that after our P—_ here, we ſhall 
either afſume ſome Boay of Air, Fire, or other 
Elemental Supplement, or by Magnetick 
Tranſmigration ſhall be United ro ſome Yege- 
table or Animal Embryo; than to dream of 
RecolleCting all our Scatter'd 4/>es together, 
after ſo many Thouſands of Years, wherein 
they have been diſpers'd, perhaps through all 
the Ranges of the Univerſe, | 

Surely, our Holy Lawgiver, and all the 
other Prophets, intended no other Thing by 
the Doftrizs of the Reſurrettion, but only to- 

convince 
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convince the World, that the $9u! was 1n- 
mortal, and that conſequently there wou'd 
be a Reward of Good and Bad Works after this 
Life. We ſhall live for ever, Old Lawyer: 
And what fignifies it, whether we have the 
{ame Boates or others, fo long as we are Happy 
in any State: And if we are Metamorphosd, 
we cannot fail of our Specifick Felicity, ſince 
every Creature is Happy in its Own Eſſence. 
Then let us be Apes, Dromedaries, Camels, 
er any Thing but Hogs, and we-ſhall have 
Bliſs enough- That Createre is the very E1- 
blem of — and therefore its  L:fs 
cannot be the Object of a 4»ſſulman's Wiſhs 
Yet we know not the Laws of our Change; 
or Tranſmigration from this Mortal Lite. For 
the Soul, according to Pyrhagoras and the Ar- 
cients, 15 Capable of all Forms. 

It thou wond'reſt what has put me upon 
this Diſcourſe, it is the Remembrance of what 
7 have heard thee relate of the Apparition of 
Dead Mens Bones in the Cemetery of Grand 
Care in Egypt, at a certain Seaſon of the Year, 
when Multitudes of People by Cuſtom: flock 
thither to behold this Wonderful Scene of a 
Sham-ReſurrecFion. Þ.can give it no better 
Title, fince in all Probability, 'tis only the 
Effect of ſome Artifice vs'd by the Chriftians, 
to procure Money from the Admiring Croud- 
And I'm confirm'd in this Belief, by a Letter 
F receiv'd from AAdehemet the Exitd Emnnuch, 
who now. reſides at Caire; and having been 
eurious to obſerve this Celebrated 4rracle, 
among the other. Rarieties of this City, ſent 

me: 


IL TAAI 
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me ſuch an Account of this Paſſage, as con- 
vinces me there's-ſome Cheat in't. 
He tells a great many other Things of the 
Superſtition and ”—— of the Egyptians, 
, and the ſuppos'd Spiriry 
which guard 'em. In all, he laments the 
Condition of Mortals, who have fo far dege- 
nerated from themſelves, and ſuffer'd their 
Reaſon to be debauch'd-with Fables. 
Sage duſtapha, thou art of the Race of 
thoſe who have: preferv'd Science and Philo- 
ſophy. A Halo of Light inveſts thy Sol. Let 


no dark Opinion of Ga# and his Forks, eclipſe 
thy Intellect. 


Paris, 20th. of the 8th. oor, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


To Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of 
the Black Eunuchs. 


HY Diſpatch came in a Happy Hour : 
Yet the Contents of it ſurprizd me. 'Tis 
a ftrange Turn of Fert#xe, that the Baſſa of 
Aleppo, after fo many KRebellions, ſhou'd be- 
come the S»/tax's Faveurite, and be inveſted 
in the Fighe/t Dignity of the Empire. Yet, 
who knows, but this may be the onely Effe- 
Etual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene- 
my to render him a Friend? For, Ambition 
Is a Vice ſo nearly bordering on Yertae, fo re- 
find and ſubtle in its Complexion, that when 
the Paſſion which cheriſhes it, is once grati- 
fy'd with its proper Object, it ſoon becomes 
a Vertae it ſelf, and transforms a Libertine to 
2 Hadgi,ranking a Man to Day among the moſt 
deſerving Hero's, who but Yeſterday wasin the 
Number of the Seartions. 

Therefore, I cannot but highly applaud the 
Counſel of thoſe, who perſwaded the Grand 
S1gnior to this Uncommon Choice of the YV72:17 
Azem., The whole Empire has languiſh'd 
for Want of a Man of Abilities in that Szypreme 
Station, ever ſince the Seal was taken from 
the moſt Illuftrious Chxſaei» Baſſa through 
the Malice of his Enemies. And in this Jun- 
Eture, they cou'd. not have pitch'd on a Man 
more 
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more capable of the Charge, than this bold 
Baſſa; who, beſides his Experience in the 
Wars, both by Sea and Land, is look'd on as 
the Stouteſt _ in —_ a OW 
mer Crimes, they ; onely is 
Diſcontent, and Thirſt of Glory, which is 
now ſufficiently allay'd by the Bounty of our 
Sovereigne Caxſe therefore of his Extra- 
vagances being thus ſeafonably remov'd, the 
Effeft will naturally ceaſe. 

But, ſuffer me to ask thee ; Do they not re- 
ſent at the Seragho, his Approaches to that 
Sanittuary of Mortals, with fuch a Formidable 
Retinue 2 Thou telleſt me, he is attended by 
Forty Thoufand Men, an Equipage fit for a 
Sovereign Monarch. Perhaps, 'tis onely the 
Effet of his Martial Genins, and that he is 
willing to appear like a Soldier. Or, it may 
be, he really ſuſpected Danger, and that he 
Was defign'd for a Sacrifice: Which made him 
c -me thus guarded to the Feet of his 21aſter : 
That his Son might revenge his Death, by 
ſome defſparate Attempt on Conſtantinople. Be 
it how it pleaſes God," 1 it ſeems, the Sultan 
wink'd at all, and receiv'd him with ſuch 
Marks of his Eſteem and AﬀeRtion, as are ſel- 
dom vouchſat'd to Sbjetts. I hops, the E- 
vent will anſwer his ExpeGtation. Theſe 
new Methods of Clemency may prove more 
ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Condu&t of For- 
mer Times. Men of Great Soxls, are ſoo- 


_ ſubdu'd by Favour, than Force and Cru- 
elty. 


I am 


- 
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I am extremely oblig'd to thee for thy In- 
ftruftions, which I ſhall exactly obſerve, in - 
writing to this Supreme Adniſter. Thou haſt 
match'd my own Thoughts, in this: Advice. 
For, knowing that Baſſa's Temper, it will 
be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly to own 
what I have writ againſt him, and not ſtuff 
my Letter with abject —y Submiſſions, 
or ſneaking Excuſes He 1s brave himſelf, 
and will be pleasd to ſee a Man reſolute in 
his Duty. 

However, let the Conſequence be what it 
will, I muſt follow the Meaſures of my own 
Integrity. There is Something ſo Satisfaftory 
in Truth, and an honeſt blunt Carriage, as 
far ſurpaſſes the little faint Pleaſures of Arti- 
fice and Diflimylation» And I ſhou'd be wea- 

of my Life, were forc'd to preſerve it by 
uch Effteminate Tricks» Yet, I muſt con- 
feſs, tis a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy 
Sentiments the ſame- What is this #orld, 
that we ſhou'd be ſo fond of it 2 Or what is 
the Life of Mortals, that we need be ſo over- 
ſudious of prolonging,the Reſpiration of that 
Breath, which may with as- much Eaſe be all 
breath'd out at once, as by ſo many Succeſ- 
log Millions * — w Death pro- 
per - nt an 1z/#47t OI {174e; no more 
does "s Every Gaſp renews the One, and 
the Laſt commences and finiſhes the Other. 
As to Pleaſure:and Pain, we generally have 
an Equal Share of 'em- And it appears to me 
an Equal, if not a Greater Happineſs, at once 


to bs freed for ever from the Latter, or by 
uc 
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fuch an irkſom Compoſition to protrat the 


-Enjoyment of the Former. 


Brave So/yman, when: I contemplate thy 
Vertue, it inſpires me with Courage againſt 
the vain Miſts of Fear, which the /Zagick of 
Opinion has rais'd before the Eyes of Mortals. 
I embrace thee with an extended $x/, and 
wiſh thee the Two Extremes of Happineſs, 
Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and an Im- 
mortal Series of Felicities in Paraai/e. Live 
tor Ever thou Generous Son of Cham. 


Paris, the 2d. of the gthe Moon, 
of the Tear 1655+ 


LETTER X. 


To the moſt Tllnſtrious Vizir Azem, 
at the Port. 


BY the Sozls of all my Progenitors, T was 
glad ro hear the News of thy Advance to 
this Glorious Height of Power: Yet when 
thou wert Baſſa of Aleppo, and heldeſt Cor- 
refpondence with the Yexetians, I accus'd thee 
to the Divan, doing thereby no ſmall Service 
to the Ottoman Empire: For which thou haſt - 
now Reaſon, in Honour, to reward me; 
knowing, that I prevented a great Deal of 
Confuſion and Blood. It will not become 
the Firſt Miniſter, to cheriſh Private Re- 

Venges, 
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venges, of harbour Ill Thoughts of a Faith- 
fal Slave. In diſcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time, I did but perform-my Duty to 
the Grand Signior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, 
for ought thou know'ft, I was happily Inſtru- 
mental in ſaving thy Life, which might have 
been loſt in the Purſuit of thoſe Hazardous 
Projects thou wert then engaga in- Be it 
how it will, thou art now living, and In- 
ſalld in the moſt Illuſtrious Charge of the 
Empire. And, without Flattery I ſpeak it, 
a braver Man cou'd not have aſcended to that 
Dignity. May Godlong continue theein it, to 
the Joy and Advantage of all the 4zſſulmans. 

All the World extoll thy Valour and Bold- 
neſs ; eſpecially the Nazarenes, among whom 
the Baſſa of Aleppo is Famous. They alſo 
highly commend thy Juſtice. And thou wilt 
find in the Regi/ter, that when I acquainted 
my S#periours of thy Revolt, I was not En- 
vious in concealing thy Vertaer. 

Therefore I beg of thee, not to Be Partial 
in thy Reſentments; but conſider Mabmnt 
as a Faithful $/ave, who will never tranſgrels 
the Commands of the 1//terious Bench, nor 
ſuffer any Siniſter Motives to byaſs him, tho 
'twere in Favour of his own Brother. For, 
this is the ſevere Condutt that is expected of 
me by my S#perionrs, and which thou thy 
{elf wilt require at my Hands- 

But, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Ad- 
dreſſes to move thee to Generofity. Thy own 
Native Juſtice will ſuggeſt to thee, that I ra- 


ther merit a Reward than a Puniſhment, for 
doing 
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doing my Duty,tho 'twere in accuſing thy ſelf. 

Confiding therefore in thy Goodneſs, and 
my own Innocence, I ſhall not deſpair of that 
Protection and Favour from thee, which all 
thy Predeceſſors have afforded me, fince my 
Arrival at this Place. Nay, I think thy 
Friendſhip and Eſteem is rather due to me, 
than to a Thouſand Sycophants and Flatterers. 


I will, in this Confidence, write freely to 


thee, as I have been commanded; and vent my 
Thoughts, without a Timorous Reſerve. For, 
thou art the 7»/# F-dge of the Tudges, among 
the Faithfal, 

There is no Doubt, but thou haſt heard of 
the Dake of Lorrain, a Famous Warriour in 
theſe Yeſtern Parts, but now a Priſozer of 
State in Spaiy. I ſent Intelligence laſt Year 
to Muſtapha Berber Aga, of the Grounds and 
Circumſtances of this Prince's Conhnement: 
Whereof thou can't not be Ignorant. For, 
all my Diſpatches are made Publick to the 
Aniſters of the Bleſſed Port. 

The Brother of that Dake immediately ſuc- 
ceeded him, by the King of Spain's Orders, 
in the Command of the Army in Flanaers, 
They call him Dake Francis. Every Body 
thought that he had conſented to the Impri- 
ſonment of his Brother, as being diſguſted at 
his Irconftancy, Avarice, and other Vices- 
It was © geF alſo, that his own Ambition, 
and Thirſt of Honour, had corrupted the Fi- 
delity and Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mo- 
ther; as knowing that by his Fall, he himſelf 
ſhoudriſe to the Dignity of General, _— 
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his Brother enjoy'd during his Liberty. 

But now 'tis evident, that this Dake Fras- 
cz did all along diflemble his Reſentments of 
his Brother's Calamity. For, he is lately 
Revoited from the K3»g of Spain, and come 
over to the French, with Five Thouſand 
Horſe and Foot. He has openly declar'd, 
That he will never give Reſt to his Sword, 
till he has either procur'd his Brother's Releaſe, 
or deeply reveng'd the Injuries have been done 
him. He was receiv d by the French King, 
with all imaginable Endearments and Carefles. 
The whole Coxrt ace Emulous, in ftriving to 
excell one another in the Demonſtrations of 
their Civility and Reſpect to this Prince: And 
they have cull'd out the beſt Quarters for his 
Soldiers. This NVation is always Hoſpitable 
to Strangers; more eſpecially to ſuch as court 
their Friendſhip after this (Extraordinary 
Way, who enter into their Intereſts, and en- 
gage in their Quarrels. Yet neither Fr4xce, 
. nor all the K:ngdoms of Emxrope together, can 
match the Bounty of the Afunificent Port, 
which pardons and receives with open Em- 
braces her moſt Implacable Enemies, on their 
Submiſſions, and Repentance. 

Commanaer of the Muſſulman Granater, 
thou art but a Man, and haſt not exceeded 
that Charadter, in the Worſt of thy Errors 
Now, thou art aflum'd to a Charge which re- 
quires the Fidelity and Prudence of an Agel: 
It thou ſhalt reform the State, and' reſtore 
the 1uſulman Aﬀairs to their true Luſtre, 
weſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Life 
in 
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in ſome Meaſure a Parallel to that of Craſſus, 
who was pardon'd Three Treaſons by Ceſar, 
and afterwards became the moſt Loyal and 
Serviceable Manin the Roman Empire, 


Paris, the 2d. of the gth. Afcon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


Y 


LETTER XI. 


To Mehemet, az ExiPd Eunuch, at 
Caire 7» Egypt. 


ww telleſt me Wonderful Things of 
Egypt, ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. 
AndI perceive thou thy ſelf doſt not believe 
| the Story of the Annual Reſurrettion of Bones, 
which is ſo much talk'd of by Travellers. My 
Coufin 1/oxf Ridicul'd it with ſmart Reaſon 
and was almoſt in Danger of his Life among 
the Bigotted Aoors and Coptites, 

Burt I cou'd hardly imagain there had till 
remain'd in that Kegioz (which has undergone 
ſo many Revolutions of Government) any 
Foot-ſteps of the Primitive Egyptians. Yetit 
ſeems, the Priefts of thoſe Early Ages were 
particularly careful to tranſmit to Poſterity, 
an Exact * Hiſtory of their Kings, with e- 
moirs of their Actions, the Building of the Py- 
ramias, the Palace of the States, the IMa- 
gical Mrronr, the City of the Black _— 
the 
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the Caſtle of Demons ſeated on the Brow of 
the onntainof the Afoon, the Palace of 4. 
dawmant, with Innumerable other Rareties, 

I tell thee, my dear /Mehemet, I know not 
how to believe all theſe Remartick Stories It 
cramps my Reaſon to hear of a Brazen Tree, 
witlr [ro Branches,and Verſatile Heoks,to catch 
Lyers and Cheats, and there detain 'em till 
they ſhou?d do Right to thoſe whom they had 
| _ Altogether as Improbable is the Story 
of Gabdapharonis, the Statue ſet up by King 
Gariace . 

Who can read of that Aonarch's being car- 
ried in the Air by Eagles, but may as well be- 
lieve the Romantick Voyage of Domingo Gon- 
ſales to the Moon, If thou know?lt not that 
Story, I'll tell thee in ſhort, That this was a 
certain Spaniard, who in a Paſlage to the 1» 
aies being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on the 


Tſtand of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slave, . 


they were put to their Shifts ſo far as to di- 

vide that Unpeopled and Deſolate Iſland be- 

tween 'em, out of pure Neceſſity, that they 

might both find Proviſion enough to keep'em 

from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was great 

fnecky of every Thing that ſery'd the Uſes of 
ife- 

In this Condition, Neceſſity, the Idother of 
Canning Devices, taught them to hold Cor- 
reſpondence with one another tho' living at 
Oppoſite Angles of the ſe, by the Help of 
certain Wild Swans, which they took out 0 
their Neſts very Young, and brought 'em up 
as they do Pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo, to 
be Letter-Carriers Aﬀter= 
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Afterwards, as the Story goes, Domingo 
trying ſeveral Experiments on his Birds, and 
finding all Succeſsful, at laſt, having got Four 
and Twenty of them together, and having 
brought 'em up to his Lure, he ventur'd his 
Carcaſe with 'em in the Air, —— 'em to- 
gether with Ropes and other Materials. But 
the Extravagant Animals oneDay took Wing; 
and carry'd their /1after to the ſoon : Where 
he reſided a confiderable Time , faw and 


convers'd with Divers Inhabitants of that . 


Neighbouring Globe, viſited the Conrts of ſe- 
veral Lunar Princes, and was kindly receiv'd 


by 'em all, even at the Serag/io of the Chief 


Emperor, or Grand Signior himſelf. And ha- 
ving been preſented with Three Stones of 
Matchleſs Virtue, and other Rich Gitts, he 
had his Audience of Cong?, and came down to 
the Earth again, where he publiſh'd a Jorrnal 
of his Travels, out of which I have extrated 
this ſhort Epitome; not thinking it worth 
the while, to trouble thee with the Entire 

Relation of his Ingenious Whimſies. 
Doubtleſs, there is Nothing ſo eaſfie, as to 
invent new and unheard of Fables, to amuſe 
the Credulous World, and Captivate their 
Underſtandings. And I have told thee this, 
asa Parallel to thoſe Monſtrous Figments of 
Egypt: Such as that of King Gancaws's being 
carry'd in a Pavillion on the Shoulders of Sp:- 
rits: His Magical Tables, and the reſt of 
his glorious Whim-Whams. And that of the 
Queen Borſa, who fate on a Fiery Throne, 
and liv'd inan Enchanted Caſtle, whoſe Walls 
were 
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were full of Pipes, which convey'd to her 
the Addreſſes of all Sorts of Plaintiffs, and her 
Decree and Decifion- of Controverſies back 
again tothem. Such another is that of Barde- 
fer's Silver Tower, and his fitting before his 
People in the Clouds of Heaven : And Be. 
dowura's ſending an Azgel, who made ſuch a 
Horrible Roaring, that it caus'd an Zarth. 
Brake. 

Who can without laughing, read the Story 
of the 7a! of the Teſf, which diſtinguiſh'd be- 
tween Harlots and Virgins by the Touch of 
their Hand» Or of the Spirits which guard 
the Pyramids, One like a Naked Woman, 
walking about in the Open Airat Noon, and 
making Men run Mad for Love of her> Ano- 
ther in the Form of an Old Man with a Baſ. 


ket on his Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? ' 


A Third, of a Black Woman, with a Mon- 
{trous Clyld in her Arms? There is no End 
of ſuch Fables. Neither can any Man of Rea- 
fon, ſtoop to ſo much Eaſineſs as to regard 'em. 
And it 1s a Pleaſure to me, when I confider 
thee as a Man Actually Satyrical upon Opini- 
015 and Traditions repugnant to Senſe. 
Mehemet, whilſt thou art in Egypt, -re- 
member that thou wert born in Arabia, where 
Science has flouriſh'd for theſe Thouſand 


Years. 


Paris, 28th. of the gth. con, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 
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To Lorneſan Muſtapha, Balla of 
the Sea, 


] Will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter 
thee with Preſages of better Fortune againi* 
the YVenetians, during thy Command of the 
Navy, than thy Preazceſſors have had. YetTI 
believe, thou haſt more Honeſty and Vaiour 
than ſome of them. And I Congratulate thy 

Riſe to this Dignity. | 
If my Intelligence be true, a more Glort- 
ous Fleet has not fail d out of the Ottoman 
Harbours, than appears now at SeaFunder thy 
Command. May thy Succeſs anſwer the Ex- 
peRation ofthe Luſſulmans. But, I tell thee, 
thou haſt need to look about thee; for thou 
wilt encounter a Valiant and Subtle Enemy. _- 

Theſe YVenetians are not like the Reſt of the 

Nazarenes, Superſtitioully devoted to the 
Sentiments of their Prieſts, That Kind of 
Bigottry, chains up Mens Spirits, and rendets 
**tm Effteminate: Ir blinds 'em, and robs 'em 
of their Senſe and Native Vigour. But theſe 
are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither an 
nor the Devil, -They are alſo well versd in 
Stratagems, being as Cunning as Serpents, In 
tine, Venice is a Commonwealth made up of 
Soldiers and Stateſmen: And thou canſt not 
expect, that the Sea makes 'em degenerate. 
G There- 


122 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 


Therefore look for Hot Entertainment, when- 
ever thou engageſt thoſe Aboriginal Tar- 
m7 ny I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, 

ut to arm thee with due Caution. Thou 
know'ſt the fame God who made them, made 
thee and all the Men in thy Fleet. Thou haſt 
alſo the Happineſs to ſerve the moſt Vifto- 
rious Empire in the Yorld. Fear nothing there- 
fore: But when thou loofſeſt from the He/le. 
ſport, with the Invincible Fleet, adorn'd with 
Enfigns of High Renown, the Profperous 
Streamers of MMahomet : When thou heareft 
the All-cheering Clarions and Tymbrels breath- 
ing the Lofty Menaces, the Vital Airs of War ; 
then let thy Noble Heart flouriſh with brave 
Thoughts , ' and brisk Reſolutions. * Yet let 
not a falſe gflurance of Victory, make thee 
Raſh, and bereave thee of that Condu,which 
is as neceflary a Qualification in a General, as 
Courage. Contider that the Fortune of Bat- 
tels is Uncertain : Therefore, do all Things 
with great Precaution. Truſt not to the 
Force of thy Commi/fon, in that thou fighteſt 
for the Law aid Honoxr of the Prophet. But re- 
member the Proverb of the Ancients,which ſays, 
The Devil often carries the Standard of the Li- 
ving God. There may be thoſe in thy Fleet, 
who are Treacherous, and at the Devotion of 
the Nazarener. For, I hear, that both 
Spahi's and TJanizaries were very unwilling 
to embark themſelves ; and God knows, how 
fr the Venetian Gold may work on ſome of 
the Officers. Tho' their Reſentments ſeem'd 
£0 be appeas'd by the Bounty of our Glorious 


Sovereign, 
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Sovereign, get the ſmalleſt Occakon may re- 
new their Old Diſconrent again, and pur 'em 
on more dangerous Tumulrs at Sea, than thoſe 
they were guilty of aſhore. Or at leait, they 
will become more Remiſs and Cold in the 
Service of the Grand Senior. 

Be it how it will, it the \Vavy has not good 
Succeſs, the Blame of all will be laid on thee. 
Pardon therefore the Freedom. I take in advi- 
ſing thee, fince 'tis an Argument of my Aﬀe- 
Ction and Concern for thy Honour and Safety. 
And no Man can wih Reaſon be offended at , 
another, for warning him of Dangers. In a 
Word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune of rhe 
Engliſh; who have lately taken an Iſland in 
the Weſt Indies trom the Spaniargs: They 
call it Tamaica- 

Ir ſeerns, the Kings of Spain had poſleſs'd 
this ſe from the Time of his Firſt Conqueſts 
in America, where his Subj:tfs had commit- 
ted horrid Cruelties on the Natives, For 
which, they are now punifh'd by that New 
Commonwealth, who boaſt that they are eſta- 
vliſh'd by God to reform or overturn all the 
Kingdoms of Enrope. | 

Thou haſt heard, I fuppoſe, of O/rwer, the 
Sovereign of that Nation, He appears like 
another Jingiz Chan, ſetting up for a Pro- 
pher and Founder of a New Empire. He has 
refusd the Title of Kinre, which was offer'd 
him by the Engliſh States; with all the En. 
gn of Rozalty. But, he aims at a more Sub- 
lime CharaGter, laying the Foundation of his 
Hopes in a pretended Modeſty , aſſuming 

G 2 onely 
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onely the Style of Proteffor. They ſay, he 
talks of leading an Army to the Gates of Rowe, 
and when he has ſubdu'd the Pope, that he will 
march or fail to Conſtantinople, and drive 
the Grand Senior out of his Seragito-: 

I tell thee, theſe are not Things to be con- 
temn'd or langh'd at. For, ,this Oliver has 
the Fame of a Great and _Invincitle General. 
And I can aflure thee, all the Neighbouring 
Kings and States court -his Friendſhip- In 
fine, he makes the moſt Formidable Figure at 
preſent, of any Prince in theſe YVeſtern Parts. 

It it will divert thee at Sea, to hear of the 
Tranſactions by Land, know, that Leopolars 
Tenatins Foſephns, Son. of the German Empes- 
ror, 1s Elected King. of. the Romans in the 
Room-of kis deceas'd Brother. There is alſo a 
Diet Aſſerabled at Frankford, where they have 
too many Diſcords and Quarrels of their own, 
to have Leiſure to plot any Miſchief againſt 
the Empire of True Believers, Theſe Infidels, 
in their Publick Councils, are Iike Women 
Scolding away the Time, that ſhou'd be em- 
ploy d in Attion- 

There arrives daily a great Deal of News 
out of Sweden, Aoſcovy and Poland. One 
Poſt informs us of a Plagae raging at Moſco, 
and other Cities of that Northern Tratt: Ano- 
ther alarms us with Intelligence of Sieges and 
Plundering of Towns, Diſpeopling of Pro- 
vinces, and a Deluge of Blood and Slaughter : 
For, the $edes eſpouling the Quarrel of the 
Atoſcovites, endeavour to make their own 


Game in Poland: Many Princes and Great 
Men, 
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Men, with their Towers, Villages and Vaſlals, 
Revolting daily fromthe Unfortunate Caſe- 
mir, and ſubmitting to the Swediſh Monar:h. 

And here in_ Fra»ce, thoſe that go not to 
the Wars, make Private Campagnes at Home. 
Here's Nothing but Duelling and Murder a- 
mong Men of the Sword; Whilſt the Eccle- 
fraſticks are Combating one another with their 
Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongues. 

In Sziſſerland, they're Mad about Religion, 
At Dantzick, Two Eagles were ſeen Com- 
bating in the Air. And, asif all Narure were 
in a Ferment, the Winds have been at Vari- 
ance in the Bowels of the Earth, which, has 
occalion'd frequent Earthquakes in the Parts 
of Germany. The King of Poland's Brother 
is dead ; and the Dneen-Mother of Sueacy. 

We muſt all die at the determined Hour ; 
And there is no-other Terror in Death, but 
what is Created by our own Opinion, nor any 
greater Pain than attended our Birth. For, at 
our Diſſolution, every Element of which we 
were compounded , takes its proper Share; 
and that which is Divine in Vs, returns to 
that which is D:vize in the Vniverſe; 


Paris, 28th. of the gth, Ion, 
of the Near 1655+ 


126 TettersWrit hh Vol V. 


LETTER XIIL 


To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms. 


UR Kinſman uf is now gone for 1- 

ſcovy, having viſited the moſt Remark- 

able Places in this Kiagdom. I receivd a Let- 

ter from him dated at Diep, a Sea-Town over 

againſt the Engi/þ Coaſts: He was juſt go- 

ng aboard, as he tells me, when he deliver'd 

his* Diſpatch to the Poſt, God grant him 4 

| Profperous Voyage to that Region, and whi- 
therfoever his Genzxs or Fortune carry him, 

I am extremely pleas'd with his Converſa- 
tion, Whilſt he was in Parss, I was never 
ſenſible of Melancholy, unleſs 'twere in the 

Evenings, which forcd us to part Com- 
| pany. He has an Excellent Memory, and 


recounts all the Adventures of his Life with a 
creat deal of Eaſe, both to himlelf and his 
Hearers:. He never was at a Loſs for Matter, 
or confounded one Circumſtance with ano- 
| ther ; . but ranking every Thing in its due 
i Time and Place, deliver'd all with a Clearnels 


{| and Grace, which affected me with ſingular 

ll | Delight. 

| Beſides, he has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, 

| and Judgment enough for one of his Years. I 
tell thee, the Relations he has made of his 774- 
vels, with his Regular Deportment here in 

Paris, 
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Paris, of which I have been a Witneſs, have 
Imprinted in me ſuch an Opinion of his Abi. 
lities, that I have truſted him with fome Par- 
ticular Inſtructions, in order to a ſettI'd Cor- 
reſpondence between us, 1n whatſoever Coxrr 
he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him Mature 
enough for Bulineſs of Moment: And 'tis 
Pity his Parts ſhou'd be bury'd without ever 
appearing in ACtion- 

It he ſucceeds in what I have put him upon, 
when he arrives at Archangel, a Sea-Port of 
Ruſſia, and a Place of great Commerce and 
Traftick; I ſha!l have good Reaſon ro hope 
for more Important Matrers, when he comes 
to Moſco, the Chief City ofthe Men who 
worſhip the Eyes of their Emperour. And 
then it will be Time to give a Character 
of him to the /finiſters of the Port : Wherein 
thou wile have many Opportunities, *to per- 
form the Otnce of a Kinſman and Friend. 
Thoſe of the fame #lood, ought thus to ſerts. 
one another with Integrity and AﬀeCtion : 
For, in fo doing, we help our ſelves, ſtrengthen 
the Intereſt of our Family, and ſhall find Re- 
turnsin Time of-Need. As thou haſt receiv'd 
Favour from Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, on the 
Score of being his Countryman ; ſo there is 
greater Reaſon, that thou ſhould'it ſhew 
Kindneſs to 1/0, who partakes of our Blood. 

There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing 
Good Offices, tho? to a Stranger, or even to 
an Enemy. Man is Naturally Generous ; 
and he has debauch'd his $ox!, who ats con- 
trary to this Principle. Yet the greate(t Part 
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of Men are degenerated, They purſue Lyons, 
Tyers, Bears, and ſuch like Ravenors Beaſts, 
with Inexorable Hatred and Revenge ; they 
vear ſecret Artipathies againlt Spiders, Toaasr, 
Serpents, and other Yenomons Creatures ; and 
yet they are all theſe Things, or worle them- 
ſelves. Ever {ince Aſftrea abandon'd the 
Earth, there has been a ſtrange /1etamor- 
phos in our Race: Men have tor the moſt. 
Part torſaken their Humanity, and chang'd 
Nature with the Salvages. Nay, wetranſcend 
them in whatſoever is Cruel and Vicious. As 
if our Rea/on were given us, onely to teach 
us the moſt Refin'd Methods of Impiety, and 
to be a more exquiſire Spur to Vice. 

1{5:tf has preſented me with Solid Odſerva- 
tions of this Kind in his Travels, efpecially in 
Africk, He ſays, that Region js not more Pro- 
lifick of Strange and Horrible Beaſts, than it 
is of Monſtrous Men, Brautes and Devils in 
Humane Shape. And tho' he relates ſome 
Fair Things of the {nd5ars, and other People 
in Aa; yet they are intermix'd with Trags- 
cal Reports, and Mournfal Aemeorrs: Such as 
{tain the tory of our Race, and make it 
evident, That it is hard to meet with one 
Good Man among Ten Thouſand. The whole 
World is over-run with Oppreſlion, Cruelty, 
Avarice, Perfdy, and Luft. 

He relates ſtrange Things of the Antiquities 
of Egypt. Hecalls it the onely Sceneof Won- 
ders and Miracles on Earth. Indeed this 
Conntry was ever Famous _ all Nations 


for the Wiſdom and Learning of her Prige| 
who, 
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who, in'the Firſ# Ages of the World, under- 
ſtood all the Secrets of the Elements, the Ver- 
tues of Plants and Minerals, and were per- 
fectly vers'd in the Science of the Stars and 
Spirits, and in ' all Manner of Adſterions 
Knowledge. They were faid to make Sra- 
tues and Images, that cou'd Speak, Walk, 
Run, and counterfeit all Human Actions- 
They were alſo exquiſite in making Miracu- 
lous Taliſmans and AMrronrs, with any kind 
of Magical Work, whereby they kept the 
People, and even the Princes in a Profound 
Awe and Veneration of their Pfodigious 
Knowledge and Power, and likewile detend- 
ed their Comntry againit all /zvaders. For no 
ſooner did an Enemy appear with his Armies 
on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Prieſts 
had preſent Intimation of 1t by their Secret 
Art, even in- their Chambers, perhaps at -x 
Hundred Leagues Diſtance. Then by their 
Enchantments, they either caus'd Fire ro con- 
ſume them in their Camps, or turned their 
Swords againſt each other, or ſent an Army of 
Wingea Serpents to deſtroy 'em- $So' that for. 
many Ages, no King ever profpered that 
fought againſt the Egyprians 
Bur let not thou and 1, dear. Brother, 
ſuffer our Reaſon to degenerate, by giving 
Credit to Fictions and Romances, though 
vouch'd by fome of our Countrymen, ſuch 
as Morat Alzeman, En .Abdalhokm, and 
others. ' 
He alſo tells many Remtarkable Paſſages of 
the P;7amids of Caire, the overflowing of rhe 
We Wile, 
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Nile, the Mummies, and other Things which 
I have not now Time to rehearſe ; butin ano- 
ther Letter I will gratify thee with a more 
Ample Account of his Obſervations. 

In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy the 
Fruits of thy own Travels in the Eaſt. Which 
if it matches not the South in Prodigies and S!11- 


pendous Inventions; yet it ſurpaſſes both it, and 


all the Reſt of the World, in J#/tice and 46- 
rality. 


Paris, 17th, of the 11th. cor, 
of the Tear 1655: 


——_—__ 


—_ 


LET I ER XIV. 


To Timael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man 
of the Law. 


f {ie haſt the Character gnd Fame of a 
Great iTiſtorian ; a Man of, Intelligence 
both in the Kecords of Aaſt Times, and 
the Tranſactions of the Prefjzat. Therefore 
the Name of Chriſtina late Qeen of Szeden, 
cannot be ſtrange to thea I doubt not, but 
thou haſt heard of this Princeſs, fo celebra- 
ted throughout the Earth for her Learning 
and other Noble Accompliſhments; and how 
the voluntarily refign'd the Crew, to one of 
her Kinſmen- But perhaps, thou know'ſt 
not the true Motives which induc'd her to this 
Royal 
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+ Rizal Caprice : For, it deſerves no better Name, 
- as thou wilt underſtand by the Sequel. 

Her Father, who for his Succeſsful Wars, 
and perpetual Victories was call'd the Great 
Guſtave, dying lefr her in the Entire Poſſe(- 
fion of his Kingdom, and New Congueſts in 
Germany. But during the Time of her Re:g7, 
Piementelli the Spaniſh Embaiſador at Stock- 
holm, by daily converiing with this Great 
Qzeen, usd ſuch plauſible Infinuations, as pre- 
vail'd on her to have a more favourable Opt- 
nion of the Pope and his Religion, than ſhe 
had before entertain'd : For, all the S»edes are 
Educated in an Averſion for thoſe of the £&6- 
man Faith, I need not explain to thee, thele 
Diſtinctions of Belief among the Nazarenes : 
Thou art vers'd in their Hi/zry, as well as in 
our own. Suffice it to fay, that this Embar- 
ſador poſſeſs'd Chriftina with fo fair an Ideas 
of the Catholick Relizion, that ſhe abandor'd 
her Crown, and has ever fince been a Bueen- Er. 
rant, a Royal Rambler through Emrope, being 
refolv'd ro make Experiment of the Gene- 
rofity of Catholick Princes, whoſe Yertues 
Piementelli had fo highly extoll'd. 

'Twou d be a Work of Seven Aon: for the 
moſt Induftrious S$cr:ibe, ro relate all the Par- 
ticular Magnificences, with which ſhe has- 
been entertain'd in her Travels through Ger- 
many, Flanaers, Alſace, Inſprack, Ttaly;” and 
Rome, whereſhe now refdes. Every Prince 
of the Roman Church, through whoſe Terri- 
tories (he paſs'd, was Ambitious to! appear 
Prodigal of bis Favours: and Civilities to their 
Iiluſtrions 
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Illaſtrions Stranger: Perhaps, to evade the 
Laſhes of her Wit, which, they fay, is very 
Satyrical- Or, it may be, for other Reaſons, 
more forcible and poignant-. Be it how it will, 
the Roman Wits have not fpar'd her; as thou 
wilt perceive by the Following Verſes, which 
on the Firſt Day of the /foon of Fannary were 
found in the Hand of Paſquiz, and on the 


Portal of the Palace Farneſe, where ſhe re- 
{ides- 


Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, 
Del Monarcha Invitto | inaegna Figlia, 
Aentre Pologna Gente & fi' Scompiglta, 
A wane Pompe Roma apre le Porte : 
Contra queſti Applauſs I ungriaa forte, 
Et in baſſe Note 1 altro bis Bigha, 
Corre 1a Sciacca Gente, alza le cigla, 
Ride Paſquin de! Papa, & del/a Corte, 
Su ſu venite vor Ruffiani Snells, 

£t portate a Chriſtina '/{ravagante 

Di Venere1l Scettro net Pazzarell: 
Vaol parer dotta, & e rozza Peaante, 
E in Braccio a mangiator ai Ravanells 
' FVauol parer caſta, & e Putana Errantee 


IT fend thee theſe Verſes in the Original, 
knowing thou art a C7:tick in the Italian 
Language; beſides, they. will not ſound fo well 
in 4rabick- Thou that haſt been in Rowe, 
know'ſt what Paſquin is, and art no Stran- 
ger to the Humours of that City. 

Let not Zampoons of Moroſe Italians, abate 
thy Charity for this Renowned Princeſs, Bc 

| (4 
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let her Extravagances be an Argument of the 
Greatneſs of her S$o#/; and remember the old 

Roman Proverb, which ſays, Theres no ſur- * 
paſſing Genins, without ſome Mixture of Mad- 


neſs. 


Paris, 3oth. of the 1 it. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1656, 


hs ———_ — 


LETTER XV. 
To the ſame. 


Aving the Space. of an Hour before the 
Poſt gees, I cou'd not forbear to inform 
thee of a New Star which lately appear'd in 
theſe Parts, moving in a direct Line from 
Eaſt to North, The Aſtronomers have made 
Accurate Obſervations of it, and yet are at a 
Loſs what to: conclude: Some ſay, 'tis below: 
the 0, others place it in the Sphere of the 
Fixed Stars, Qne will have it a eteor, a 
Second affirms it to be a Planet ; whilſt the 
Jews report every where, that 'tis the Star 
- *_ and a Sign that their /4e/tas is at 
and. | 
Nathan Ben Saadds, one'of that Nation at 
Vienna, ſends me ſtrange Stories concerning 
the Prodzgies which ſhall go before, and ac- 
company the Adpmrancy of the Deliverer of 
Iiral (as he calls him.) 
Eic,z He 
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He ſays, there ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort 
of People from- the Vitermoſt Parts of the 
' Earth, of a Black and Horrible Aſpect, fo 
that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye on any of 
them, ſhall immediately die, as by the Glance 
of a Baſilish, For, every one of them ſhall have 
Two Heads, and Seven Eyes, glowing and 
ſending forth Sparks of Fire as Poiſonous as 
the Flaſhes of the Wind E/-Samiel in Arabia. 
They ſhall alſo be Swift as Stags. And about 
the ſame Time, an extraordinary Heat ſhall 
flow from the $», which being diſpers'd 
through the Elements ſhall corrupt the. Air, 
Earth, and Waters, and infeGt all this Lower 
World with ſuch Peftilential Qualities, that a 
Million of Gertiles (for fo the Jews call all 
that are not of ther Own Nat:oz) ſhall die 
every Day. And Men ſhall be in ſo great 
Confternation, that tney ſhall run up and 
down the Streets crying, Wo, Fo to us and our 
Children! They ſhall dig their own Graves, 
and go down into them of their own Accord, 
expecting Death. But, that all this Time, 
the Few. ſhall be in Safety and Health. 

This'Hebrew adds, That the Light of the 
$4» ſhall be totally extinguiſh'd for the Space 
of Thirty Days; during which horrible Dark- 
neſs, the Chriſtians and Mahometans, ſhall 
acknowledge their Errors, and many. of them 
ſhall embrace the Law of Aoſes ; for which 
God being mov'd to Mercy, will reſtore that 
Planet again to its former Brightneſs. 

Bur, what*he fays next, is an Unhappy 
Preſage to the Romans, whoſe Empire, ac- 
| | cording, 
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cording to this 774dition ſhall be extended o- 
ver all the Regions of the Earth for the Space 
of Nine /A4oons. After which Term, God 
ſhall ſend the | Firft 2Zeſias, the Son of Jo- 
/eph, who ſhall gather the diſpers'd Tribes of 
Iſrael, and condu&t them to Jeruſalem. From 
whence he ſhall iſſue forth, with a ViRtorious 
Army, and lay waſte the Rowan Empire, ſack 
Rome it elf, and carry away the Immenſe 
Riches of the Chriſtians to Jernſalem; And 
the very Fear of him ſhall reduce all Nations 
to his Obedience. - He ſhall fight with A-- 
millai Haraſcha, the Antichriſt of the Chri- 
#1ans, and ſhall deſtroy Two Hundred Thou- 
ſand of Armillai's Followers ; but in the End 
ſhall be flain himſelf, and the Good Angels 
ſhallitranſport his Body to the Apartment of 
the Fathers. ' 
The Jews hold, That this Armillas ſhall 
ſpring out of an _ of the Virgin Mary in 
Rome, made of /Aarble, with which the moſt. 
Wicked and Profligate among Men ſhall be 
enamour'd, and commit -the moſt execrable 
Uncleanne(s that can be nam'd. The Reſult 
of theſe Adu/terows Congrefies ſhall be, That 
the Statue by a Supernatwral Power, fhall prove 
Impregnate; and” cleaving aſtinder- ſhall be 
deliver'd of this Young Antichriſt, who is to 
vex and perſecute the Jews, and afflict them: 
with greater Calamities: than either they or 
their Fathers felt fince' the: Beginning of the 
Warld.' 'They-fhall be: forc'd 'to flee into the 
Deſarts, and” hide "themlelves- in the' Dens 
and Caves of the Earth, living; onely = = 
raſs, 
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Graſs; and Herbage, with the Leaves of Trees; 
till the great Afichae! the Archangel ſhall 
Thrice wind his Horn, Then ſhall the Se- 
cond Meſſias, the Son of David, with Elias 
the Prophet appear, who ſhall reſcue 'em out 
of all their Troubles, apd lead them Tri- 
umphant to Paradiſe. 

This is the Sum of what Nathas, and all 
the Jews believe concerning the Laſt Times, 
which they ſay are-now approaching: As is 
evident by the qons of this New Star, ac- 
company'd with terrible Thunders and Light- 
nings- And the Chief Patriarch or . Prince of 
the Fews, is come from Jeruſalem to Vienna, 
to prepare thoſe of his Nation in theſe Weſtern 
Parts; for the Grand Revolutions which they 
believe are Feady to fall out in the 77/4. 
All the Jews in that City went out a League 
to meet him, with great Pomp andSolemnity. 

In the mean while I hear that the Son of 
the late Yizir Azem, makes a Confuſion a- 
moneſt you at Conſtantinople, and- the Parts: 
adjacent, being at the Head of Fifty Thouſand 
Men, on Pretence :to revenge the Death of 
his Father. Butreally to recover his Raviſh'd 
Atiſtreſs, the Fair Soltana Zamiouvre, who 
was forc'd fromhis Sexagf by the Grand Sig-. 
nwr's Command. Women and Wine, accor- 
ding to the Preverb of the Franks, make all 
the Diſturbance in the World. And without 
calling. to Remembrance the Trojun Wars, 
the. Unhappy Effets of Helend's Perfidy, we 
may conc = That. Women are-the Qccaft- 
ons. of many Quarrels among us, » 

, There 
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There is a Peace lately concluded between 
the French and the New Eng/i/pþ Common- 
wealth: By which Means, -the Exil d King of 
the Scots, was forc'd todepart from this Realm, 
which has been his Sanitary for many Years- 
He went away at the Beginning of the Treaty, 
and has wandred up and down Germany ever 
fince; ſometimes keeping a Court like a King, 
at other Times living Icognito, and very pri 
vately, with onely Twoor Three Attendants- 
That poor Prince 1s very Unfortunate ;- yet, 
they fay, he bears his Calamity with ſingular 
Moderation, and a certain Roya/ Stiffneſs of 
Mind, which will rather break than bend. 
This Pope is a great Peace-/Aaker, and has 
ſent Nuntio's with Letters to all the Prixces of 
Chriſtendom within the Pale of the Roman 
Church, earneſtly perſwading them to Unity 
and Friendſhip, that ſo their Arms may be 
turn'd againſt the /1uſſulmans. His Prede- 
ceſſor was of another Sentiment, and wou'd 
not inter-meddle in the Quarrels of any. One 
Day, as he was looking out of a Window of 
his Palace with ſome Cardinals, they ſpied 
Two Men a fighting in theStreet; whereupon, 
they defired the Holy Father to interpoſe his 
Authority, and command Peace- But he re- 
tus'd, ſaying, Let them fight it out, and then 
they ll be good Friends of Courſe. And turn- 
ing to the Spaniſh Embaſſador, he ſaid, So 
will it fare with your Maſter, and the King 
of Ftance: When they have ſufficient) wearied 
out one another with Wars, they will gladly em- 
brace the Propoſals of Peace. S 
cre 
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Here is great Rejoteing for the Reconci- 
liation newly made between the K7»g and his 
Uncle the Duke of Orleans, who have been 
.eftrang'd a long Time, the latter having e- 
fpous?d the Prince of Conde's Cauſe. But 
now he has abandon'd it, and is come to the 
Conrt. 

Theſe 7»fidels are as inconſtant as the Find, 
which vary toall the Points of the Compaſs. 


Paris, the 3oth. of the 1ſt. Ioon, 
of the Tear 1656 


th EET 


LETTER XVI. 


To Solyman, his Couſin, at Scutari. 


| See, thou art given over to a Spirit of Diſ- 

content- Nothing can pleaſe thee. Thou 
murmureſt at Prividine and caſteſt Oblo- 
quies on the Ways of God: As if the Order of 
All Things, and the Eſtabliſh'd Oeconomy of 
the Univerſe, muſt be Chang'd to gratify thy 
Humour. 

Formerly, thou wert troubl'd with dull 
Melancholy TIRE about Religion: Now 
thou art angry with thy 7Zrade, and pineſt 
that thou wert not Educated in the Acaue- 
my. A Mechanick Life, thou fay ſt, is Te- 
dious and Irkſome: Beſides, that it is beneath 
one of thy Bloed, to be always employ?d in 
making 
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making of Twrbants, Thou wiſheſt "rather 
to have been a Courtier, Solder, or any Thing 
fave what thou art- 
Couſin, let not Pride and Ambition corrupt 
| anners. Doſt: thou not confider, that 
a Believers are oblig'd to exerciſe ſome 
Occupation, and that the Sulter 
isnot exempted from this Duty 2 Did 
not the Prophet himſelf pradtiſe it, and enjoin 
it toc all his Followers? Haſt thou not heard 
of kis Words, when he ſaid; No Man can eat 
any Thins ſweeter in this World, than what is 
protilus ys by his own Labour? Doubtlels, all 
the Prophets, and Holy Aden, have gaind 
their Bread by their Lawful Employments. 
Adam was a Gardiner, Abel a Shepherd, Seth 
a Weaver, Enoch a Taylor, Noah a Ship-wright: 
Moſes, Sagnib, and Mahomet were Shepherds: 
Jeſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter: Abu-Be- 
cre, Omar, Othman, Gal, and Gabaoracha- 
man were Merchants, 

Doſt thou eſteem thy felf of better Blood 
than Adam, from whom thou receiv dſt thine? 
For Shame prefer not thy ſelf to Nob, the 
Reſtorey of Mankind, to Jeſus the HMeſſtas, to 
AMahomet our Holy Langoer, and to the Reſt 
of thoſe Excellent Perſons, who thought” it 
no Contempt to work at their ſeveral Trades, 
and eat the Bread of their own Labours- 

Beſides, doſt thou conſfider the dangerous 
Intrigues of a Prince's Court. Art thou ſuff- 
ciently arm'd with Wit and Dexterity, to fe- 
cure thy Station againſt the Wily Trains of 
deſigning Men? I do not reproach thy Abili- 

: ries : 
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ties: Yet I think thou wilt do better in the 
Poſt allotted thee. by Deſtiny, that is, in thy 
Proper Calling; than in the perillous Condi- 
tion of thoſe who ſtand or fall at the Pleaſure 
of Others. Whereas, thou art now t 
Man, 2n4 iicedeſt fear no Tempeſts © 
or Frowns of thy Prixce, ſo long as thi 
ſueſt none but thy private Aﬀairs. Many S0- 
vereign Monarchs hive envy d ſuch as thee, 
when they have ſeen, how chearfully and 

uierly they paſs'd away their Time, under 
the Umbrella of an Obſcure and Private Life: 
Whereas, at the Comrt, there is Nothing but 
Intriguing, Plotting, and Freachery z; one 
Undermining another, to make Way for their 
own Advance. The Comrt is a pertect The- 
atre, of Fraud, Diſhimulation, Envy, Ma- 
lice and a Thoufand FVices, which there act 
their various Parts, under the- Habit and Diſ- 
guiſe of ſeeming Yertwes. There aMan muſt 
flatter the Great, and ſpeak againſt his own 
Sence, and the Truth, to procure the Favour 
of ſome dignify'd Fool: Than which, Nothing 
is more Ignoble and Baſe. hr dp 

This puts me in Mind of a pleaſant Repar- 
tee, which Diggenes the Philoſopher gave to a 
Conrtier. The Spark paſſing by Diogenes, as 
he fat in a. 7#6, Eating of Twrneps, put this 
Scoff upon him ; Diogenes, faid he, if hou 
wou' dſt but learn the Art of Flattery, thou 
wneed'ſt not fit here in a Tub, ſcranching of Roots. 
To whom the Philoſopher reply'd: And thou, 
vain-glorionus Man, 4 thow won d [t but tearn 
to live contented with my homely Fare, need ft 


ut 
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mot condeſcend to the Fawning of a Spamiel, 
But, Coxfin, let not this Paſſage caule thee 
to emulate the Philo/opher's Manner of Life ; 
For, he had his Vices, as well as other Men. 
If he was no Flatterer, yet he was Proud and 
Opinionative: He laid Trains for the Ap- 
plauſe of Men in all his Attions, and {o 
taught others to become Flatterers, tho' he . 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humi- 
lity, Mortification, and Rigour, were bur ſo 
many Decoys for Fame. Ot this, Plato was 
ſenſible, who was a far more Excellent Ph:- 
loſopher than he- As this Sage was one Day 
walking with ſome of his Friends in the Fields, 
they ſhew?d him Dzogenes ſtanding up to the 
Chin in Water, whoſe Szperficies was frozen 
over, fave one Hole that Drogenes had made 
for himſelf, Pah, ſays Plato, don't regard 
him, and he'll ſoon be out: For, had he not ſeen MS 
coming this Way, he wou d not have put himſelf 
to this Pain, Another Time this Philoſopher . 
came to Plato's Houſe: And ashe walk'd on 
the Rich Carpets with which the Floor of 
the Hall was coverd ; See, faid Diogenes, 
how I trample os Plato's Pride, Tes, faid Plaro 
but withgreater Pridt. | | 
Certainly, the greateſt Philoſophers, Doftor-, 
and even Saints themſelves have their Errors 
and Failings- Do not therefore affe& to 
change thy Calling, for the Life of a Student 
or a Contemplative Man. For, the ſame 
Diſcontent will ſtill haunt thee in that State, 
which makes thee ſo uneaſy now. Thou art 
a perfect Stranger to the Intolerable nga 
© 


* 
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of Mind which aflifts Thinkins Men, and 
ſuch as apply themſelves to the Study of the 
Sciences, They labour under a Perpetual 
Thirſt of Knowledge; and the more they 
learn, the greater and more Ardent is their 
Defire of farther Diſcoveries S$o that the 
moſt accompliſh'd Sager, are no more fatis- 
fy'd with their own Atquifitions, than he 
who has never meddFd with Books. 

Then, as to their Bodies, they are always 
vex'd with one Malady or other, proceeding 
from the violent Apitation of their Spirits, 
the Intenſeneſs of their Thoughts, perpetual 
poring upon Hooks, and their Sedentary 

ife 

In all that Thave faid, I do not difſwade 
thee from ſeeking after Knowledge. I ra- 
ther counſel- thee to read Books, and I gave 
thee the fame © Advice in a former Letter. 
But, do it with Moderation. Let not th 
Studies entrench” on the Afﬀairs of thy Ca/l- 
ing. Read Hiſtories, or other Tratts accor- 
ding to thy Fancy, when thou haſt nothing 
elſe to do. Bnt, do not follow ir ſo cloſe, 
as if thou aſpired'ſt to the CharaRter of a 


- Compleat Hiſtorian, or +1 wack Still 


remember, that thou art a Txrbant- Maker, 
and that by the Decree of Fate thou' art 
born for this Buſneſs. Follow it with Ala- 
crity and Mirth. When thou art 'at thy 
Work, 'twill be pleaſant meditating on what 
thou haſt. read at thy ſpare Hours, Thou 
wilt find thy felt much more happy, in thus 
mixing Studies with the neceſſary Offices - 
tny 
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thy Trade, than in abandoning thy ſelf whol- 
ly to a Contemplative Life. And in the 
Midfſt of thy Diſguſts, thou mayſt comfort 
thy felt with this Reflection, That thou art 
of none of the moſt Deſpicable Callnes , 
which ferve the Neceſſities of Man's Body. 
Had thy Employment been onely- to make 
Paponches or Sandals, which cover the Feet, 
it might have been an Argument of Diſcon- 
tent to thee, in Regard the Foot is the moſt 
Contemptible Member in the Body. But now 
thou paſſeſt thy Time in making Ornaments 
for the Head, which is the Nobleft Part, and 
Commanader of all the Reſt,thou haſt no Rea- 
ſon to repine- 

If, after all, thou reſolveft to change thy 
Courſe of Life, I adviſe thee to turn Solater ; 
for, then thou muſt be contented and patient 
per-force. | 


Paris, 13th- of the qth. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


LETTER 


—_——— 


RT mem m—_——_——_—_—_—_—__ 


144 Letters Writ y 
LETTER: XVI. 
To Melec Amet, 


HE Naxzarenes boaſt much of the New 

Lk Converts they have made from the 42- 
ſelman Law to the Faith of Jeſus the Son of 
Aary. On the 23th. of the laſt Moon, a 
Ator of Tripols was baptiz.d ina Church of 
this City ; and the next Day he was Anointed 
with their Chri/-2 or Holy Oy! (as they call it) 
which they ſay hasa Yertue ro confirm and 
ſtrengthen him in his New R-/7gi0u. On the 
25th. he was cloath dall in 7aite Linen, and 


walk'd in Proceſſion through the Streets with * 


Auyfick playing before him, whilſtthe Ground 
was ſtrew'd with Flowers, When he arriv'd 


at the Great oſch of this City, a Prieſt gave ' 


him that which they eſteem the Body of the 
Atſſtas: But in Reality, is onely a- Wafer, 
with the Figure of a' Man Cracifya on its 
Theſe Wafers are made and ſold to the Prieſts 
by the Common Bakers of the Town, and yet 
they make the Poor Ignorant People believe, 
with Four Words they can change them into an 
Immortal God. 

The Renegado. Ifoor appears very zealous 
and devout, frequenting the Temples, and v1 
fiting all Holy Places. He walks along the 
Streets with Beads in his Hands, which the 
People Interpret as an Argument of his Piety 


to the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jeſs us. 
or, 


Vol. V. 
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For, when they pray to her, it is the Cuſtom 
to number their Orai/ous on Bead:, But all 
this while they con!ider not, that he may be 
a Hypocrite as totheir Religion, and initead of 
addreſſing his Prayers to her, may direC&t them 
to God alone; as all the True Faithful do, who 
uſe Beads, in rehearing the Divine Ejacnula- 
tions, as well as the Chriſtians in repeating 
their Ave Maria, which they tay, was the Sa- 
luthtion that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he 
enter'd her Oratory, | 

Be it how it will, he gets Abundance of 
Money by his Devotion: For the Franks are 
really -very Charitable, and give plentiful 
Alms to the Poor. Burt eſpecially to one un- 
der his Circumſtances, they are extremely 
Liberal, that fo they may imprint itt him a 
more fervent AﬀeCtion, and protound Keve- 
rence for their Ke/ig:04. 

But he is not the onely Convert they brag 
of. Many Capt:ives they either wheadle,or force 
to turn Chriſtians. Thus, he that was taken 
at Sea by the Ships of Malta Twelve Years 
ago, when it was reported through Chri/ten- 

om that he was the Grand Signor's Son, is 
of late turn'd Chriſtian and Friar, having fo- 
lemnly and in Publick abjur'd the 1u(ſnlma: 
Law, curs'd our Holy Prophet, and all thoſe 
of his Race, with the Believers of the Alco- 


ran, He is like to come to great Preferments . 


in the Roman Church. They call him the 
Ottoman Father ; and boaſt, That the Tre 
Heir of the Turkiſh Empire is a Chriſtian, and 
in their Cuſtody. 

Yet 
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Yet after all, the Proſe/yte of greateſt Fame 
is Don Philippo, the Son of the Dey of Tan, 
of whom I made mention in one of my for. 
mer Letters: This Prince 1s now at Valentia, 
under the King of Spain's Juritdiction, who 
allows him a Conſiderable Pez/ron, and has 
even him Leave to marry a Prixce/s of that 
Cozntry, very Beautiful and Ingenious, but 
oft a Poor Fortune. He has one Son by her; 
and 'tis faid, the X»g of Spain deligrs to fet 
torth a Mighty Flcer of Ships : And having 
furniſh'd this Prince with all Things neceflary 
for a Warlike Expedition, will ſend him rhus 
Equipp'd to claim the Government of Tinis; 
or in Caſe df Denial, to niake a Deſcent in 
that K7gdom, and fight for it-. But I be- 
lieve, this will onely prove a Spaniſh Rhoao- 
montaae ; that Monarch having Work enough 
cut out for him in Exrope and America, by 
the French and Exeliſh, to divert him from 
any ſuch Wild Enterprize on Africk. How- 
ever it be, this Do» Philippo is much talk'd of 
in Chriſtendom, and the Spaniards flatter them- 
{elves with the Hopes of Conquering a Great 
Part of Barbary by his Means, he having ma- 
my Friends and a conſiderable Intereſt in thoſe 

Mart ' 

Thou mayſt acquaint the Drvan, that O/- 
1 the Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the 
Port with a ſecret and untainted Zeal. Two 
days ago. he diſcover'd a Cunning Praftice of 
Carainal Mazariai, whoſe Motions and. In- 


trigues he watches very narrowly, He al- 


(ures me, That this J4ni/ter has diſpatch'd 
away 
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away Two Agents to the King of Szeden and 
Elettor of Branaenburgh, wuh a Letter to 
each of theſe Princes trom the Kize of France; 
alſo with Blank Papers, and the ng s Seal, 
giving them ' Inſtructions, to fil up rhote 
Blanks and Seal them with the Kiag's Signer, 
according as they found the T7eaty go forward 
between thoſe Princes, The main Defign of 
this Trick being, to hinder them from enrter- 


| Ing into a League againſt the King of Poland, 


by all the Artitice theſe Agents cou'd ule, in 
exactly timeing and ſuiting their Countertcir 
Letters, to the Difficulties and Miſunderſtand- 
mgs that always happen in ſuch Treaties, that 
{o they may exaſperate each Party againſt the 
other, as Occaſion offer'd, without being ob 
ligd toſend to Frazxce tor freſh Letters, which 
wou d breed too much Delay, and ſpoil their 
Deſign. 

By this thou maylſt perceive, that Cardinal 
AMaxzarint comes not ſhort of his Predeceflor 
Richlien, in managing the Aﬀairs of F- 
reign Courts. He is the very Soxl of all the 
Grand Buſineſs in Chriſtendom. | 

A general Heart-burninz has poſſe(s'd. the 
French, elpecially the Inhabitants of Parti, 
ever {ince the Concluſion of the laſt Year; 
when the K;2z iflu'd out certain Orders, com- 
manding that all the Gold and Stlyer-Money 
in the Kingdom, ſhou'd be brought in ro his 
Mint to be new Coin'd. The Merchants firit 
complain'd of this Edit; and then it was 
murmur d- at by all Trading People. Art 
Length the Parliament of Paris tcok it into 
H 2 their 
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their Conſideration, and oppos'd the King's 
Pleaſure: Upon which he baniſh*d Eight of 
their Members, and has feveral Times prohi- 


* bited them to Aſſemble; yet they perſiſted to 


meet, till he baniſh'd more of them : Which 
inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliance, has but incens'd 'em mere: And 
the diſcontented Clergy blow up the Coals, as 
do likewiſe the Friends of the Prince of Conde, 
The Parliament are very bold and peremptory 
in their Proceedings, having m_—_ orbid 
the Citizens of Paris to obey the King's Or- 
der, and decreed that Nothing fhall be done 
in their Aſſembly, till the Baniſh'd Senators 
be recall 'd. 

Things: being at this Paſs, we expect No- 
thing but Inſurrections, Maſlacres and other 
Effects of Popular Fury. The Rich are lay- 
ing in vaſt Quantities of Corn and other Pro- 
vitions, as if they expected a Siege. And 
the Poor fare the better for it, whilſt great 
Largeſles are given among them by the Gray- 
dees of the Parliament, to engage them in 
the Fattion. Beſides, thou know'ſt, the Mul- 
titude always delights in Novelry and State- 
Tempeſts, hoping for Plunder, and to enrich 
themſelves by the Ruine of others. 

I know not what Condutt is fitteſt for me 
to uſe in this Caſe. Whether it will be beſt for 


* me to abide in this City, or folluw the Court, 


which is now at La Fere in Picardy. Or Whe- 
ther I ſhould retire to ſome other Place, leſs 
liable to Civil Diſturbances. I wiſh, the i- 
nifters of the Port would ſend me full In- 
{tructions, 
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truions, what I ought to do in theſe Emer- 
gences. 

From Rome we hear, that the Pope and 
Cardinals are in great Conſternation on ſome 
Intelligence they have receiv d, That the Exg- 
4/þ intend to make a Deſcent on the Terrs- 
tories of the Church. That Nation is. now 
become the Great Bug-bear of all Enrope, 
fince they have molded themſelves into a 


"Commonwealth. 


Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to 
riſe, and another to fall. But, who can de- 
termine the Period wherein the Ottoman Glo- 
ry will decline, which is not yet advanc'd to 
ts Zenith ? 


Paris, 27th» of the 5th» Afoon, 
of the Year 1656+ 


— 


LETTER XVIIL 


To Sedrec AP Giraw'n, Chief Trea« 
ſurer to the Grand Signior. 


HY Vertues have at Length rais'd thee 

to a Glorious T7«/f, the Charge of Im- 
menſe Wealth. Thou haſt in thy- Cuſtody, 
the Riches which cannot be match'd in the 
Univerſe. God inſpire thee with Graces ſuit- 
able to a Dignity fo full of Temptations I 
hope, thou wilt not be affronted at my Prayer, 
H 3 as 
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as was thy Predec:ſſor Kienuan Baſſa, at ſome 
Counſc!s of like Nature, which I gave him in 

a Letter» Some Men are ſtrangely Cholerick, 
and look on him as an Enemy who gives 
them good Advice. I-onely warn'd him of 
th ordinary Cheats that are practis'd at Cer- 
tain Times in the Treaſary,which thou know'ſt 
to be true, as well as l- And I rell thee tar- 
ther, he himſelf was ſuſpected by many in the 
Serazlio, not to have been altogether exempt 
from Guilt. 

Whether he were or not, I perform d but 
my Duty in giving him neceflary Cautions, 
For, {uch is the Will of my Szperionrs, that 
I ſhou'd aot be afraid to unravel the Secrers of 
thoſe whoare falſe to the Grand Signior. I 
did not charge him with ſuch a Crime, and 
therefore he had no Reaſon to be angry : 
But ſome Men will .pick a Quarrel with their 
own Shadows. Ina Word, this G7anaee for- 
got himſelf. 

In ſaying fo, I do not refle&t on his Or:g:- 
al, or that he was found (leeping on a Dung- 
hill in R//za, a poor ragged Infant, when 
the Tartars took him Captive, among many 
Thouſands of others,in thePlunder of 7/znarorr, 
and fold him to the Capa Agaſr, for Thirteen 
Piaſters, by Reaſon of his Beauty. Ido not 
call to mind the Circumſtances of his Youth; 
ſince 'tis common for the .meaneſt Slaves, to 
arriveat an Extraordinary Grandeur by their 
Merits, or at lea!t through the Favour of the 
Salt an, 


But, 
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euſted at rhe Remonſtrances I made of ſome 

rivate and ſiniſter Pra6tices in the Treaſury, 
bh forgot, that he himſelf is {till a $/ave ro 
the Grand Signior, as welbas I, and theretore 
not above Inſtruction. 

Well, it ſeems he is now made Captain 
Baſſa, and thou ſucceedeſt him in the Office 
of Treaſurer. To him 1 with all Imaginable 
Succeſs and Victories at Sea, for the Sake of 
our Great aſter, and the MMuſſulman Empire: 
To thee, for thy own Sake, and for my Bro- 
ther's, whom I know thou wilt ever reſpect 
as a Friend; I wiſh Encreafe of Riches and 
Honours, even as thy Merits and Services aug- 
ment, iv the Eſteem of the S»/tan, and of all 
the World, 

And, I tell thee, I have far livelier Hopes 
to ſee this Latter Wiſh take Effet, than the 
Former: For, what Reaſon have we to ex- 
p2&t better Luck from the Courage or Con- 
dutt of: this Oxro00s Kienan, than from the 
brave Zorneſan Muſtapha, who commanded 
the Fleet laſt Year > 

This ULinhappy Thought has put me into 
as melancholy a Humour, as e/A&nexs was in 
when the Leen of Carthage required an Ac- 
count of the 7Tr99an Wars. For, I have heard 
that Cara Auſtapha, Baſſa, ſucceeded Zor- 
neſan in the Command of the Fleet, and in the 
Revolution-of a 1450» was made 1Manſoul a- 
gain, for the Sake of KienanBaſſa, or rather for 
the Sake of the licentious Souldiers, who1t ſeems 
command all Things. I have been inform d 

| H 4 allo, 


But what] aim at is, that in his being dii- _— 
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alſo of all the other Tragedies Acted at the 
Seraglio, fince the Second Moon of this Years 
Neither are the Cauſes and Origin of fo much 
Slaughter and Blood-ſhed hid from me. "Tis 
too apparent, that there is an Univerſal Dif- 
order and Corruption in the Diſcipline of the 
Tanzaries, 

I formerly wrote to the Kaya Bey on this 
Account. But it ſeems, Avarice the Root 
of all Evil, nad render'd him Infenfible and 
Obdurate. 

Is it not a Shame that the Pay of thoſe who 
{erve the Grand Signior in the Wars, ſhou'd 
be detain'd,not. Three or Four A40ns, but Five 
or Six Tears, by their corrupt Officers? They 
ſit at home enjoying their Eaſe, revelling in 
Taverns, and committing a Thouſand Riots 
whilſt the others undergo numberlefs Fatigues 
abroad, and are reduc'd to the extremeſt Ne- 
ceſſities, not having ſo much as the Veſts al- 
low'd 'em by the Sultan, to cover their Na- 
kedneſs! And, if they complain of their 
Suftcrings, inſtead of Redreſs they meet 
with Nothing but Taunts and Reproaches, as 
if they were not worthy to eat the Sultar's 
Bread and Salt, tho' they freely hazard their 
Lives for him. It is no Wonder, the Jani- 
zAries are ſo unbrid['d in their Rage, after fo 
many Provocations. 

Yet, 1 cannot but lament the Fate of thoſe 
Unfortunate Men, who were facrific'd to the 
Fury of that infolent Militia: Eſpecially, 
I condole the Loſs of che brave Solyman Kyz/ir 
Aga. The FJanizaries had on old Grudge 
againſt 
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apainſt him, ever ſince his hot Diſpute with 
the Boſt ang: Baſſa, and now they were re- 
ſolv'd to execute their Revenge. 

As for the Kiaya Bey, it ſeems to be a 
Stroak of Divine Juſtice, that he who had 
been the Cauſe of all this Mutiny, ſhou'd in. 
Remorlſe ſtrangle Himſelf, and to go to Hell, 
as an Expiation for the many Lives he had 
calt away. ' 

And there's. little leſs to be faid, in Re- 
ſpect of the ufti, who was the Chief of 
thoſe that betray'd their Maſter, Su/tan I[bra- 
him. To tell thee my true Reſentments, I 
am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt : But to 
thoſe who were concern'd in that Treaſon, 
there ſeems no Pity due. And the Aft: 
may thank Goa and his good Stars, that his 
Lite went not with the Others. They report 
here, he is fled into Egypt. 

But, what was that Gelep 4Aſſan, who head- 
ed this Rabble of Mutineers? 1 have heard 
Nothing of him, before the Intelligence I re- 
ceivd of his ſudden Riſe, and equally preci- 
pitate Fall, during this Tumult. He was, I 
ſuppoſe, ſome paſſionate Fool, of an ill-con- 
trivd Midriff, which us'd to make a Quarrel 
between his Heart and his Spleen: And trom 
this Inteſtine Broil, he habitually learn'd the 
Way to ſet People together by the Ears. A 
popular Man, an Incenciary, and one that 
knew how to wheadle the Vulgar to his own 
Ruine. Who can give an Account of thele 
Things? Or who can unravel the Web of 
Deſtiny 2 Tho* there's nothing ſtrange in his 
H 5 particular 
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particular Caſe, yet in the General 'ris pro- 
digious, That fuch little Inſtruments ſhou'd | 
be able to give ſo terrible a Shock to the 
Frame of -an Ancient and Mighty Govern- 
ment ! 

He was a Man of no Fame or Character, 
and yet for the Space of Two Afoons, he may 
be ſaid ro command the Greateſt Sovereign in 
the World, Sole Proprietor of Fame and Ho- 
nour- And, had he puſh'd on his Intereſt, 
'tis not improbable, but that he might have 
exalred himfelf above his A1aſter, and (e- 
cur'd' his Poſt againſt all After-claps- For, | 
according to my Intelligence, he had during 
the Sedition; heap'd together prodigious Sums. 
of Money, the Preſents of Baſſa's and other 
Attaijters of the Port , who all adord this 
new ring Comet, and fought his Protetion 
and Favour againſt the Barbarous Rabble. 
Bur, it ſeems, he was. infatuated. with too 
much Glory, and conſider'd not that every. 
Body watchd all Opportunities and Occaſions. 
ro ruine him: And that his very Followers, 
wou'd be the Firſt to betray him, as ſoon as 
the Hurry of their In/arreftion was over- 
This generally happens to all Ringleaders of 
Parties. When once the Spirits of a Fattion 
are {pent, the Lees (which conſiſt of Regret 
and Contufon:) are diſcharg'd on thoſe who 
firſt fermented them, mix'd with the Revenge 
of the State. 

There. are Abundance of Great and 
brave Men gone: But, the old Negidher was 
of thei Council, and. he brought: them to 

Ruine, 
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Ruine, as he did the Corezs of Mecca, when 
they conſpir d again{t the Life of the Propher. 
This Devil enter d the Temple ( where they 
were aſſembled) in the Shape of an Ancienc 
> Man, decrepid and leaning ona Crutch. And 
when he was commanded to withdraw, he 
told them, He was a Senior, who had ſeen all 
Ages, and remark d the Occurrences of Times ; 
. that he was expert in unfolding Secrets, and 
reudring Difficalt Things eaſe, In a Word, 
he us'd fo many plauſible Infinuations, that 

| they admitted him into their Aſſembly. Bur, 
| [ none of their Counſels proſper d. 

That malicious Demon, is often preſent in 
the: Cabals of Sedirtious Men ; and rho' they 
ſee him not, yet he ſecretly undermines their 
Plots, and brings 'em to Shame and Puniſh- 
ment. For, he is the Spirit of Envy: And 
|. tho' he be himſelf a Rebel, and the Xing/eader 
'| ofa Fattion in the Kingdom of the Air; yer, 
ſuch is ts ſpighttul Nature, thar he ſeldom 
ſuffers any Revel/;9n to thrive on Earth : Not 
for any Love that he bears to Government, 
but becauſe he delights to be active in Miſchief, 
be it where it will; and the Gaaraian Spirits, 
willnot ſuffer him to mix with the eftabliſh'd 
Divans of an Empire. 
| The All-Good God preſerve thee from the 

Malice of Wicked Demons, who always hover 
- about Treaſares of Goldand Silver. 


Paris, 22d. of che 7th. Mean, | 
of the Tear 16456» 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame. 


HE Troubles of the .$-5/:me Port touch'd 

me ſo nearly, and embark'd my Soul in 

{uch a Tempeſt of ſollicitous Thoughts. and 
Anxieties, for the Honour and Safety of the 


Oſman Empire, that I had no Leiſure to think 


of my own particular Hazards, whilſt I was 
writing theother Letter. Yet I have been en- 
gulph'd in Abundance of Vexatious Circume 
{tances and perillous Accidents. 

It generally happens, that when one Mis- 
fortune befalls a Man, it brings a Train along 
with 1t. So that at ſome Seatong we ſeem to 
be beſieged with Evils, or at leaſt fo cloſely 


block'd up-by an Army of Calamities, that 


there is no Paſlage left open, either for Relief 
or Intelligence. , 
So has it far'd with me of late, and with 
Thouſands of others, I doubt not, in this Po- 
pulous City. The Rebellion of the Prince of 
Conae, 1s the Occafion of all this. For, the 
King having ſome Reafons to apprehend a ſe- 
cret Conſpiracy of the Prince's Friends and 
Well-Wiſhers in Paris and other Places, has 


caus'd a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made of all 


Strangers and Sojournerss The Soubaſhti s or 
Officers go to every Houſe within their Pre- 
c:att, taking down the Names of all the In- 
habitants in Writing, and ſeizing the Perſons 
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of thoſe whom they ſuſpect. The Priſons are-. 
fill'd with People of all Ranks, and the No- 

bles are (ent to the Ca/t/e of the ood of Vin- 

ciennes. Tis faid, the King has a Liſt of 
many Thouſands of Conae's Party in Paris, 

who. defign'd on a prefix'd Day to take up 

Arms for that Prince, and that their Exam- 

ple wou'd have been follow'd all over the 
Kingdom. 

God knows what is in the Hearts of theſe 
Infidels: T am ſure, Mahmat is wholly a Stran- 
ger to their P/ots, Tho laſt Year I receiv'd 
certain . Inſtructions from the Yizir Azem, 
commanding me to act ſecretly in the Prince 
of Conde's Behalf, toabett the Faction, and uſe 
all the Endeavours and Art TI could, to raiſe 
a New Party for hitn among the Conrtiers. 
But, I wav'd ſo dangerous an Employment; 
by propoſing to him the vaſt Expences it 
wou'd require, and the Neceflity of ſending 
ſome Extraordinary Embaſſy to this Coxrt, to 
countenance the Buſineſs. To tell thee the 
Truth, I eſteem'd it a Thing Impracticable, 
anda mere Caprice of that Active Baſſa, who 
had a Natural Kindneſs for Rebels, and de- 
lighted to havea Hand in difficult Underta- 
kings, whether there. was: any Likelyhood of 
Succeſs or not- 

Bur, he is dead, and let that atone for all 
his Rebe/ltions, when he had the Command of 
Aleppo. 1 love not to load the departed Soxls 
with Accuſations. What I have to fay, is in 
my own Vindication, who cou'd not approve 
his Po/itick Chimera: In Regard, had it = 

ceeded, 
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ceeded, no Profit or Advantage wou'd from 
thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire : And had 
it been diſcover'd, not only I and all the 
Secrets of my Commiſſion wou'd have lain 0- 

n to the Zsfidels, but allo iz wou'd have 

n 'an Eternal Diſhonour and Blemiſh 
to the High Reſplendent Port, to be found 
guilty of violating in ſo notorious a Man- 
ner, the Faith it had given to the moſt 4»- 
cient and Puiſſant Monarchy among the Na- 
RJAYENE Ss» | | 

Beſides, I knew not but this 4ni/ter had 
a private Grudge againſt me, for accuſing 
him formerly to the Divan, when ne held 
Correſpondence with the Yenetians; and that 
he ſtudy'd this Way to be reveng'd, by em- 

loying me in an Afﬀair, which muſt needs 

e my Ruine- However, I think I had Rea- 
ſon to be Cautious, and Apprehenfive of the 
Worlt. This made me diſpatch to him a Let- 
ter, full of ſpecious Umbrages, ſeeming to 
approve his Deſign, but entangling it with 
fuch Difficulties, as wou'd divert him from 
farther Thoughts of it. 

Yet after all, I have been really brought 
into Danger, on the bare Suſpicion of being 
concern'd on the Prince of Conae's Side: By 
which thou may'ſt gueſs at the Conſequence, 
had I hearken'd to the/izr's Advice. 

One Morning early, the Officers appointed 
for this Purpoſe enter'd my. Chamber: And 
having demanded my Name, Buſineſs and Qua- 
lity ; Tanſwer'd, 14y Name was Titus Durlach 
Nieski; but that for Shortneſs, and. to denote 


my 


Vol. V. a Spy « PARIS. 159 


my Country, I was commonly call'd Titus the 
Moldavian ; and thgt by this Name I was well 
known to Cardinal Mazarini, as I had been to 
his Predeceſſor Richlieu, and other Courtiers 
of great Quality, I told 'em likewiſe, That 7 
was 4. Clerk, who underſtood ſome Foreign 
Languages, and therefore had been often em- 
ploy d by thoſe Cardinals,in tranſlating Books out 
of Greek and Arabick into Latin and French : 

or which Reaſon, being recommended by Car- 
dinal Richlieu, 7 had been introduc 'd into the 
Acquaintance of (everal Nobles, ' whoſe Chil- 
dren I taught thoſe Languages And that 
ſome of them had promis da to make me Cu- 
rate of St. Stephen's Church, as ſoon as it was 
Vacant- 

They ſeem'd to be very well fatisfy'd with 
what I ſaid; but told me moreover, They had 
a Commiſſion to ſearch my Lodgings for Arms 
and Treaſenable Papers. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror I was 
in when I ſaw them go roundly to work, pry- 
ing into every Corner, and ſearching my 
Trunks, Coffers and even my Bed it ſelf. 
Not that I had any Guilt. upon me, of con- 
cealing either Arms or Papers relating to this 
Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my Box 
of Letters to the Mniſters of the Port. As 
for Arms, they found no other but an old 
Sword, which I told them I travell'd with 
out of my own Country, anda Brace of Pi- 
ſtols for the ſame Uſe, to defend me from 
Robbers, Aflaſlins and other Injuries: 


Theſe 
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Theſe Fellows ſeem'd mightily pleas'd with 
the Curious Workmanſhip of my Weapons, 
ſurvey'd them all over, and having drawn my 
Sword out of the Scabbard, and made a Paſs 
or two with it againſt' the Wall, after the 
French Mode of Fencing, they put it up a- 
eain; telling me, They had no Authority to 
rake theſe Arms from me, ſmce they were neceſ- 
ſary for my Defence. But when they came 
to my Box of Letters, and ſaw them written in 
ſtrange Characters which none of them could 
read; they began to look on one another, and 
change their - Countenances, as if there were 
ſome dangerous Matter contain'd in theſe Pa- 
pers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 

They went afide to one End of the Cham- 
ber, whiſpering together, and nodding their 
Heads with all the- Symptoms of Jealouſie. 
At length, I Interrupting them, faid, © You 
© need not, Gentlemen, be concern'd about 
* thoſe Papers. ' They were left with me' by 
* a Merchant-Zew of my Acquaintance, and 
* they are Letters of Correſpondence between 
* him and ſome of his Bretitren at Rome, Ve- 
© mice, Amſteraam, and other Places in Ex- 

rape. 'Tis therefore they are written in a 
* Character which to you appears ſtrange, it 
* being Hebrew, the National Languaye of 
* the Jews. They contain onely Matters of 
* Trafftick; being Letters of . Mart and: Ex- 
* change: For you. know, the Fews are the 
* greateſt Merchants, Brokers,' and Banquiers 
<1n the World, 


Thele 
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- Theſe Words, with ſome Gold which- I 
eavethem, diſpers'd all their Suſpicions, clear'd 
up their cloudy Brows, and turn'd their 
Frowns into Smiles and Complimental Ad- 
drefles- They told me, 1 was 4 very honeſt 
Man, and they won'd do me what Service they 
coud. So bid me adieu- 

By this thou may'ſt ſee the mighty Power 
of that Charming Metal, which commands all 
Things. , For , whatever I cou'd have faid 
without that, had been Inſtgnificant. But 
theſe 1do/aters, melted into an Indifference at 
the Firſt Sight of the glittering Ps/toles, and 
when I had once render'd them thus ductile, 
'twas eafie to frame 'em to the moſt devout 
Appearance of Reſpe& and Friendſhip- They 
promis?d and ſwore, no Hurt ſhou'd be done 
me- 

But I knew the Fickleneſs of human Fidelity 
better, than to repoſe any great Confidence 
in theſe Men's Words. As ſoon as they were 


gone, I convey'd my Letters to Eliachim, + 
who cou'd eafily conceal 'em in any private: 


Corner of his Houſe: deſiring him to furniſh 
me with ſome Letters of Indifferent Concerns 
written in Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers 
ſhou'd come again, and demand a fecond 


View of my Box, perhaps with Detien to. 


carry it to fome Ainiſter of State, I might 
have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches ready to ſhew; 
which being put in the ſame Box, wou'd not- 
be known from the other by ſuch Ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick and Chi- 


neſe were all alike, and ſo I ſhou'd be acquit: 
te 
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ted from all future Trouble of this Nature. 
And the Event anſwer'd my Expectation, 
For, within Three Days, the ſame Men came 
again with others in their Company, pre- 
tending they had freſh Warrants, and were 
fworn to be Impartial Wherefore I was 
þ forc'd toattend 'em,whilſt they carry'd both me 
| and my Box beforea Cad: or Judge,who having 
| examin'd me very ſtrictly concerning my 
Name, Country, Religion, and other Mat- 
ters, and ſeeming well fatisfied with all my 
| Anſwers, at laſt ſent for a Priej# well versd 
[ in the Hebrew Tongue, ordering him to per- 
uſe the Letters: Which when he had done, 
he afſur'd-the Caas, that there was not a Word 
in any of them relating to the State, being 
purely Matters of Private Contracts and Bar- 
gains between Merchant- Correſpondents, with 
. Bills of Lading, &c. So I had my Box of 
- Sham-Letrers reſtord to me again, and was 
| honourably diſmiſs'd- | 
| Yet, tho' this Storm was ſoon blown over, 
| I was very near running on Rocks and Sands 
| through the Perfecution of thy Predeceflor 
Kienax Baſſa, and Kiſur Dramelec, with ma- 
ny others in the Serag/io: The Firit keeping 
from me the Penſion allow'd by the Grand 
Signor ; the Second either ſending me no.In- 
telligence, or elſe baffling 'me with triflin 
News, nothing 'to the Purpoſe ; the Rel 
aſperting me to the 1£n:i/ters of the Di- 
Van. 
I defire thee to fend me the Arrears that 


are behind for the Space of Nineteen ons, 
as 


- 
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as thou wilt find in the Regi/ter of the Ha/na- 
Had it not been for Eliachim, that honeſt Few, 
I ſhou'd have been ruin'd in this Place for 
Want of Money. 

*I need not ſay more to thee, who know'ſt 
that Gold is the Grand Taliſman, which works 
all the Afrracles in the World. 


Paris, 22th. of the 7th. oor, 
of the Tear 1656. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER L 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


. F HO can penetrate into the 145- 

ſterions Condutt of Deſtiny ; 

Whether God governs this World 

by the [fluence of the Stars, cr 

by the diniſtry of Spirits, or by his own 
Immediate Power? Or, whether A!l Things did 
not proceed from Chaxce, and are {till Rul'd 
by the ſame ? Be it how it will, there remains 
Something Adorable. Even that Come L. 
oil, 
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ſelf, ſuppoſing Epicuras's Opinion true, is 
worthy of Supreme Honours and Sacrifices, 
which has with ſuch Exquiſite Luck, per- 


form'd all the Part of Infinite Wiſdom and . 


Forecaſt, in Forming and Preſerving the U- 
muerſe. Were I a Diſciple of that Philoſopher, 
every Morning when I beheld the Rifing San, 
and at Mid-Day when I ſaw him Climb the 
Aeriaian, and in the Evening when he takes 
his Cong+ of this Upper World to viſit our A. 
ripodes, wou'd I with Profoundeſt Venera- 
tion cry out, O Eternal Chance ? O Omnipo- 


rent Caſualty? O Incomprehenſible Blindneſs ! - 


1 adore thee, T1 burn Tucenſe to thee, and do 
all Things which the duller Sort of HMorta!s 
think are only ane to an All-Wiſe, All-Good, 
and an All- Mighty God. Thus wou'd I ad- 
dreſs to that Infinite Pe!/- Mel! of Atower, 
cou'd I believe with Epicars, that from ſuch an 
Unconceivable Hrlz- Bxrly, proceeded all this 
Admirable Beauty and Order which we behold. 
Thou wilt perceive by this, thatI am Re- 
Iigioufly diſpos'd; and rather than not A- 
dore ſome Sypreme Being, I wou'd make a 
Deity of that which to others 1s the Fountain 
of Atheiſm. And I think there is Reaſon on 
my Side. For let this Yer/d be produc'd how 
it will, whether by the Caſual Conconrſe of A- 
tomes, or by the Deliberate At of an Eter- 
nal Mina; Whether it be Eternally Se!f-Ex- 
:frent, according to the S7:ichs, or be the 
Genuine Refult' of the Divize /gea's, as the 
Platoniſis fay; It is but Juſt, that we ſhou'd 
pay the moſt Devout and Gratetul Acknow- 
| ledgments 
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ledgments to the Source of ſo' many Immenſe 
Prodigies and Wonders. *, 
Bur then, what ſhall we fay for all the 
EVIL that appears in the World ? That 
there is ſucha Thing as EY IL, ſcatterd up 
and down through all the Ranks of Beings, 
and as it were blended and rivetted in their 
very Eſſences; is manifeſt at Firſt View, and 
every Man has his Share of this Epidemical 
Contagion. But whence it proceeds, who 
can inform me ? I am not the Firſt that ask 
the Queſtion. Many _ ago the Inquif- 
earching out the Root 
of EV IL. And there were almolt as many O- 
pinions about it,as there were ations on Earth. 
Some aflerted, That all EY IL came out 
of the North: Others derive it from the Soxth ; 
as if the Two Poles were the Centers and INa- 
tive-Seats of this Malady of the World. Bur 
theſe teem to be Men of Short Diſcourſe and 
Shallow Reaſon, Supinely Credulous, and 
willing to take up with any Thing, rather than 
be at the Pains of Attentive Contemplation. 
Yet this Opinion has ſo far prevail'd in thefe 
Weſtern Parts, that the -Nazarene Prieſts 
when they Celebrate their 44aſ5, ſtand on the 
North Side of the Altar at the Reading the 
Goſpel, turning their Backs to that _ 
ter of the World, And the Reaſon they 
give for this Ceremony is, becauſe in the 
Writtea Law it 1s ſaid, Ont of the North comes 
al EVIL. T have heard 'em ſeriouſly main- 
tain this Argument. But, God knows whe- 
ther there be any ſuch Place in the 7/rirten 
Law, 
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Law, ot no: Or, if there be, whether it muſt 
be taken in this Sence. Yet I muſt confeſs, the 
Romans have ſome Reaſon to believe it, ha- 
ving Experimentally felt a great deal of 
EVIL from the Northern Goths and Van- 
dals, who in Former Ages ruſh'd our of their 
Frezen Regions, and came down like a Tor- 
rext upon ltaly and other Parts of Emrope, 
making Havock of all Things Civil and . S4- 
cred, And, it this be the Ground of their Ce- 
remony, they have greater Reaſon now to 
change their Station, and turn their Backs to 
the South-Eaſt, having been much more Fa- 
tally handled by the Victorious J{ſul- 
mans. 

The Ancient Perſians held, That there were 
Two Principles or Sources of All Things, 
viz. GOOD and EVIL; and that there has 
been an Eternal Quarrel between them : But 
in the End, they fay, the GOOD ſhall get 
the Victory, and Exterminate the EY 1L, 
This Opinion was embrac'd by a Se& of Chri- 
ftians, whom they calid Afanichees, The 
Founder of that Sect, was a Perſian by Birth: 
His Name was axes, a very Learnzd Man, 
as the Records of the Eaſt teltity: Yer the Chri- 
ſtrans rank him among the moſt Pernicious 
Feretichs. He taught, - That Wine was the 
Blood of Devils; And therefore forbad it to 
his Followers, He alſo prohibited the Fleſh 
of Animals. This he learn'd trom the Prieſts 
-- Egypt, where he reſided a conſiderable 

Ime« 


But 
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Burt to return to the Sentiments of Men - 
concerning the . Origin of - EV IL. There 
are ſome who affirm, God is the Author 6f it ; 
Which is nor far from Bla/phemy. Others 
fay, That when the Devils were Extermi- 
nated from the Earth, they in Revenge fow'd 
the Seeds of EV I L in the Univerſe, But 
that of the Sroicks ſeems the moſt plauſible 
ro me: For they aflerted, That Nothing is 
EVIL of it ſelf, bur that the Contrariety 
which we behold in the Forld, is very Good, 
and conduces to Eſtabliſh the Order and Occo- 
womy of All Things. 

My dear Get, do not eſteem me an A- 
theif. becauſe of the Liberty I take in dil- 
courſing of theſe M/teriows Things-There are 
a Sort of People herein the eff, whom they 
call Deiſts,, that is, Men proteſſing the Ze- 
lief of a God,; Greator of the World, bur Scep- 
ticks in all Things elfe.. They have no 1m- 
plicite Faith in Hiſtorical Religion, but think 
it the Part of Men as they are endu'd with 
Reaſon ,; to call in Queſtion. the Wri:ings of 
Mortals like themſelves, though they had the 
Chafacter of:.the Greateſt Prophets. Thus 
they think it no: Sin to canvaſs the'Bocks of 
Moſes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Goſpelof 
Teſus the Son of Mary, and the Alcoran of 
HAabomet our Holy Lawgiver : Chuſing what 
is Agreeable to Reaſon, and rejecting the Reſt 
as Fabulons, inſerted either by - the Craft of 
Men, or the Interloping of the Dew:/. 
| I proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to 
call theſe Men Atheiſts or Infidels, They 

WE} x5 
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rather. ſeem to deſerve the Title of Philoſo. 
phers, or Lovers of Wiſdom and Truth. And 
'tis from them I have learnd this Un- 
willingneſs to be impos'd on in Matters of Re. 
l:igion. I find themin all Things Men of great 
Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the 
Zealots of the Age in true Virtue and Pious 
Actions. But they make no Noiſe of what 
they do: And whilſt only their Human Frail- 
ties are Conſpicuous to all, their Perfections 
lie conceal'd under the Veil of an Unparal- 
I:Il'd Modeſty. | 
Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid 

Eb'n Raphaa, ray Country-man. This was 
a Perſon of an Ardent Spirit and Prodigious 
Underſtanding, Educate) in the Muſſulman 
Law : But" when he came to thoſe Years, 
wherein Men uſually examine the Gromnds 
of .their Re/zgion,” he fought out the moſt 
Learucd Mew, and (uch as were vers'd in all 
. Sciences. After he had convers d ſome Time 
with 'em, and found 'em to be Perſons of In- 
tegrity, as well as Men of Senſe, he propos'd 
to them the Convenience of Frequent Clubs 
{more themſelves, where they might with an 
- Unreſtrained Freedom,diſcourſe of all Things; 
and being United in an Inviolable Friendſhip, 
might improve one another in Knowledge 
and Virtue, without regarding the Legends 
and Harangues of the Mollahs. - This Soctety 
'compos'd Fifty Books of ſo many ſeveral 
Kinds of Science, and they call d 'em Echwa- 
noſſapha, or the Writings of the Sincere Fra- 
terzity, concealing their Names They __ 

| c 
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ed of Human and Divine Matters without 
Reſerves or Caution : Aflerting,: That the 
Auſſulman Relizion was Corrupted and Alie- 
nated from its Fir/t Inffiemtion, having im- 
bibd many Errors; and that there was no 
Way to reſtore it to its Primitive Purity, but 
by joining ro it the Ph:i/ofophy of the Ancients. 
In a Word, they endeavour'd to reform what- 
ever was amiſs in the Dottrines and Manners 
of the Faithful, by reducing both to the Star- 
dard of Reaſon, 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or 
diſlike their Enterprize. But I am fure, thou 
art Senſible as well as I, that there are Bigot-s 
among the Followers of the Prophet, and that 
theſe deſerve Correftion. The Devil will ſer 
. his Foot in the Temple of God, Burt do nor 
thou follow his Steps- If thou do, He that 
made the Devil, fetch thee back again. 


Paris, 3oth. of the 7th. oor, 
of the Tear 1656 
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LEITER IK 

To the Nazin Eſchref, or, Prince of 
the Emirs, at the Port. 
T HE Chriſtians ſay , tis an Argument 
of God's Love when he chaſtiſes them. 
Therefore they have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, 
or call it an Effect of his Anger, that a'diſ- 
mal Plagxe is broke out in the Territoves of 
the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, and other 
Parts of /taly. This Contagion rages ſo ve- 
hemently in Rome, the Capital” City of the 
Weſtern Nazarexes, that above a Hundred 
Thouſand Perſons of ſeveral Ranks have for- 
ſaken that Place. The Pope's Palace is ſhut 
up, and no Acceſs granted to any, not even 
to Foreign Embaſſadors, without great Pre- 
caution ; and then, none of their Retinue 
are admitted with them. 

'Tis faid, Seventeen Hundred die daily 
' In that City, and Six Thouſand a-Day in 
Naple;z. Nay, in ſome Places, the Living 
are ſcarce ſufficient to bury the Dead. The 
Grand Duke of Toſcany, to prevent the 
ſpreading the [»feftion in his Territories, has 
forbid all Intercourſe between his S#bjetts and 
thoſe of thePope,neither will he permit ſo much 
as a Nancio to paſs through his Dominions. 
* This Mortality has frighted Queen Chriſtina 


- from Rome. She has ſent to deſire Paſſes of 
_ 
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the Dake of Savoy and other Princes, defign- 
ing for France. She is already on her Voyage, 
having been preſented by the Pope with Ten 
Thouſand Crowns, to defray the Expences of 
her Travels. Here are great Preparations 
making for her Reception : The King having 
ſent Orders to all Governours of Towns and 
Provinces through which ſhe muſt pals, to 
receive and entertain her with a Magnificence 
due to her Sovereiyn Dignity, and worthy of 
the French Grandeur and Hoſpitality. 

In the mean Time, this Corr: is in a ſullen 
Humour, by Reaſon of a late great Loſs they 
have ſuffer'd at Valenciennes in Flanders, This 
Place was befieg'd by the French, at the Be- 
ginning of the Campagne, but was reliev'd by 
the Spaniards this Moon, who kill'd above a 
Thouſand Men on the Spot, took Five Thou- 
ſand” Prifoners, with all their Cannon and 
Baggage» Amongſt the Captives of Note, is 
the Mareſthal de Ferte Seneterre, General of 
the French Army. The Names of the others 
are wanting. Adareſchal de Tarenne himſelf 
very narrowly eſcap'd, by timely withdrawing 
his Brigade from the Fight : For which ſome 
ſtigmatize him with Cowardiſe and Treache- 
ry : Whilſt others affirm, he acted the Part 
of a Prudent Captain,in thus Retreating, fince 
it was impoſlible to reſtore the Battle with - 
any ſucceſs. 

From Sweden we hear, that the Eleftor of 
Brandenbargh has enter'd into a League with 
the King of Sweden, by which both their 4r- 
mies are United againſt the Xing of Polard; 

I 3 and 
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and ?tis faid, their frſt Deſign will be upon 
Dantzick. That Country is in a horrid Con- | 
tufion, the Nobles, Gentry, and Bvores being 
all in Arms, ſome deſerting rheir Sswvereigy, 
ethers adhering to his Intereſt. King Caſmmir, 
has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of 
Forty Thouſand Men. In the mean Time, 
the Hollanders have ſent a great Fleet of Ships 
of War into the Ba/tick Sea; but to what end, 
is not known ; nor what Part they will take, 
whether the Szedes or Poles, Yet, the Latter 
hope for great Aſſiſtance from them, there 
having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding 
between the Dutch and the Snedes, The 
AMoſcovites allo have enter'd Poland with a 
Numerous Army, and the Tartars are com- 
ig, with another to the Aid of King Ca- 
WHIT « 

Thus is Poland become the rags of a 
moft Terrible War; and which Side ſoever 
pets the Victory, that unhappy Country will 

e near ruind, 

Nathan Ben Sad1i, a Jew at Vienna, and 
a Private Agent for the Grand Signior, ſends 
me Word, that the Emperour of Germany 
hath an Army of Thirty Thouſand Foor, 
and Twelve Thouſand Horſe in $i/z/a, who 
are to join with the Aeſcovites, and do ſome 
conſiderable Action againſt the Szeaes, whoſe 
continual Victories and growing Greatneſs, 
gives Jealouſy to theſe Puiſlant Adonarchs. 
He informs me farther, that the Zmperonr has 
dilpatch'd a Comrier to the Prince of Tran/yl- 
vau24,with Inſtructions and Letters,to engage 
him to a Neutrality. From 
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But the Young Ragetiki, is as Wild as 
his Father, and hates to be led by the 
Noſe. 

Thou mayelſt inform the Miniſters of the 
Divan, that Adonai the Jew, is dead of the 
Plague in Rome, having firſt taken Care to 
tranſmit to me all the Papers which concern 
the Myſterious Port. 

This Coxrt at —_ is at a Place call'd L4 
Fere in Picardy, a Province bordering on 
Flanders. From whence there may be a 
. more frequent Intercourſe between the King 
and his Camp. 

Prince of the Holy Line, I have ſent thee 
all the News that is ſtirring at this JunCture, 
faving ſome trivial Matters which are not 
worth a /foſelman's Knowledge; much leſs 
thine, who art diſtinguiſh'd from the Crowd 
of True Believers, by wearing the Sacred 
Colour of the Prophet. | 


Paris, 3oth. of the 5th. Ifeon, 
of the Tear 1656. 
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LETTER IL. 
To Melec Amet.. 
FEE has been a ſtrange Accident late- 


y, not many Leagues from Paris, 
wiich has occafion'd Various Diſcourſes, and 
put the Philoſophers Apon a New Scrutiny. 
One Morning a certain Peaſant or Farmer, 
walking over his Lands, as his Cuſtom is; to 
number his Sheep and other Cattle, miſs'd 
a Barn or Store-Howſe which ſtood in a Field 
at ſome Diſtance from his Habitation, Sur- 
priz'd at this, he haſten'd rowards the Place 
where heſaw it but the Night before: When, 
to his no ſmall ARoniſhment, he perceiv'd, - 
that not only the Barn, but a great Part of 
the Freld wherein it was built, was ſunk: n- 
to the Earth. He immediately ran and call'd 
ſome of his next Neighbours to behold-this 
Strange SpeQtacle: And the Fame of it ſpread 
all over the Country. - Divers Learned and 
Ingenious Perſons have been 'there, to make 
Odfervations of this Accident. But none 
dares venture near enough to the Chaſme, 
to look down into it; becaule the Earth 
continues breaking and falling in, which 
mates a Noiſe like the Salvo's of the Janiza- 
res, when the Grand Signior viſits the Are 
ſenal. 

One wou'd conclude by theſe Uncommon 
Smptoms, that the Earth grows Ancient and 
Weak, 
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Weak, that her Inward. Strength and. Vigor 
decays, and that we are every where in Dan- 
ger of being ſwallow'd up. I have not Time 
to write more, it being Midnight, and the 
Poſt ready to go. 

7 The Almighty and All.Goed God, have thee 
in his Holy Protettion. 


Paris, 3oth- of.the 7th. Afoon, 
"of the Tear 1656. ® 


LETTER Ivy. 4 


To Zornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg 
of Erz'ram, | 


] Will ftilk Congratulate thy Happineſs; 
even in this Laſt Change of thy Fortune ; 
which, though it be a Kind of «gas from. 
the more Lofty Stations thou ha fef'd + 
in the Oſman Empire, yet 'tis attended with - 
Honourable Circumftances and ar Inviolabls 
Security. Thou art not out of the Su/tar's Fa- - 
your, Baniſh'd to Egypt; and Confin'd to a + 
narrow Pexfron during thy Life, as has beer: - 
the Fate of ſeveral Granaees : But thou-art » 
/ withdrawn from the Intrigues of State; the 
Toils of War, and the Plots of a Courtier's .- 
Life, to the Sweet Retirements of the Coun-- - 0 
try, the Peaceable Poſſeſſion of a+ Rich-and i: 
Fertile Provigce, where thou mayſt paſs- thy i 
| L 5 Days + 
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Days in. Uncontroulable Eaſe and Felicity. 
[ am not ſurprizd at the Fall of fo many 
Great Men at the Port, nor do I much regret 
the Dzath cf thoſe who were known Enemues 
to the Government : Yet it troubles me to 
think, how the Brave and the Loyal had their 
Innocent Blood mingled with that of Tray- 
tors and Villains. Bur, theſe Things are un- 
avoidable in Popular Infurreetions, when 
the Sovereign is compell'd to ſacrifice to the 
Aultitude, whomſoever they require» Thus 
fell the Illuſtrious $o/ymar, among the Cri- 
minal Exanchs, though he himſelt was free 
from Stain, But-he was-a Negro, and that 
was his Ruine. For, the /A1alecontents cou'd 

not diſcern the Fair Qaalities of his Sox. 
Curſe on that Fool Chaban Kalfa, and dou- 
ble Curſes on his Rampant Wife: 1ulkly Ka- 
an, who gave the Firſt Occaſions to all this 
Diſorder and Spoil of Ncb/e Blood. I remem- 
ber, the honeſt Su/ymarn gave me oncea Hint 
of the Feminine Debaucheries praftisd in 
the Lxeen-Mother's: Apartments: But he 
tpoke of it with ſo much Modeſty and Re- 
terve, that ir hardly made any Imprefſion on 
me at that Time. Otherwiſe I ſhou'd have 
tmparted it to the Yizir Azem, or ſome other 
Ainifter of the Divan; for, fo am I com- 
manded, in Caſes that touch the Honour and 
Safery of the Grand Signior. - And, I tell 
thee, this was none of the leaſt Importance. 
For, as it appears, the Women were under- 
mining the moſt Sacred and Firmly Efta- 
bliih'd Government in the World. They were 
not 
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not contented to wallow in their own Impious 
and Unnatural Delights, bur wou'd have 
ſet themſelves as a Pattern to others, and by 
Degrees have infetted the whole o/elman 
Empire with a New Species of Debauchery :, 


 Whichas it began and was carried on by Em- 


+ % 
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bezilling the Royal Treaſures, ſelling of Pla- 
ces to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Pimps 
and Aſſes ; ſo wou'd it have ended in enerva- 
ting our £/:tia, corrupting all the Fairhfal, 
and Jaying the Empire naked to Infidels. 

How many Vizirs, Caimachams, Captain- 
Baſſa's and otherOfficers have we had this Fatal 
Year? Among the Reſt, I cannot bur reflect 
on the Poyſoning of the Chianx Baſſa, at- 
ter he was made Vizir Azew, as a Stroke of 
Divine Juſtice, for having embru'd his Hands 
in ſo much Noble Blood, when he enjoy d that 
Dignity once before. God purſues the Cruel 
with Inviſible Scourges. 

But what was that Avhmet Baſſa, who 
took Advantage of the S»/tan's Domeſtick-. 
Troubles, and Foreign Wars, to diſturb his 
Government in Aſia, and raiſe a Rebellion, 
which threaten'd even the Imperial City it 
felt? By the Courſe of his Fortune, it looks 
as if he were not contented with his Command: 
in Aſa, and therefore took.this new celebra-- 
ted Method to obtain a Higher Dignity, viz 
by Rebelling againſt his {aſter :: Elſe why: 
was he made Baſſa of the Sea, in the Room 
of Ourovs Kienan? The Baſſa of Aleppo firſt * 
brought into Faſhion this daring Way of 
growing Great. And if it be thus m—__ 

nangd 
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_ nanc'd by the Grand Sigmor, in all Probabi- 
lity, he will have Reaſon to make Peace with 
the Chriſtians, that he may have Reſpite, and 
Forces to employ againſt his own Subjects. | 

Amid all theſe Things, Nothing afflits | 
me ſo much, as the Horrible Loſs our Fleet - 
has ſuſtain'd at Sea. We have various Reports 

of this Combat, but in general they agree, 
That the AZoſe/mans have loſt Seventy Two 
Ships, and Galleys, with an Infinite Number of 
Men ; That the Venetians have taken the /ſles 

_ of Tenedos and Lemnos, and that they are ad- 
Vancing to befiege Conſtantinople. This News. 
is agrear while coming to us: So that, if it | 
be true, and the Yenetians purſu'd their Vitto- | 
ry; forought I know, by this Time, the Im- | 
ferial City, the Refuge of the #orld, may . 
be laid in Aſhes. 

I have often ay oa the Neceflity of 
Platforms along the Helle/poxt, to guard that 
Important Avenue of the Sacred Port, Had 
they put in Prattice 4ahmat's Advice, per- | 
haps the Nazarenes wou'd have had no | 
Occaſion for their preſent Triumphs.. But, 
now. they Banquet in the open Streets; || 
All Chriſtendom rings with the News of | 
our Diſgrace. The Drunkards of Emrope, | 
inſult o'er the Profeffors of Sobriety : Amidſt | 
their Bowls of Wane, they blaſhheme our 
Prophet, and ſing in the Praiſe of Bacchus ” 
their God: They menace the Conqueſt of 

* Ajiz, and threaten to exterminate the  4- : : 
feimans from the Earth» 


—— — — 
gs 


Enrag'd 


CE Ns es 
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Enrag'd at: theſe Prophane Boaſts, I top 
my Ears, and turning round in a Divine 
Phrenſy, I pray that God wou'd baffle: the. 
Tafidels. 


Paris, 6th. of the 9th. Aeon, 


of the Tear 1656+ 


LETTER V. 


To the meſs Renowned and moſt 1llu- 


ſtrious Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at 
the Port. 


HAT Incomprehenſible 2Zaje/ty which. 
' hasno Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure 


all Things are diſpos'd and order'd in Heaven 


and Earth, by whoſe particular Providence, 
for the Good of the Oſman Empire, thou art 
exalted to this Glorious Truſt, to be Vicar of 
the Vicar of God; augment thy Graces and 
Vertues, . and. bleſs thee with Superlative Wiſ- 
dom, and perfe&t Lowes 

I renew thy Accompliſh'd $2#/, conſum- 
mate in all Moral and Political Science. Thou 
art the moſt Experienc'd Man in the Empire. 
And I ceas'd to condole the late Tumults and 
Riots at Conſtantinople, though their Effets 


'were Fatal to ſome brave Men ; fince thou art 


choſen to this Dignity, from whom rhe whole 
Empire 
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Empire may expect, not onely a ferener State 
of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration, but 
alſo a rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe Pub- 
lick Diſtempers, and of all other Evils which 
infeſt the 1fonarghy defign'd for the Conqueft 
and Reformation of the whole Yor la, 
———_g to the Cuſtom of the Zaſt, I 
approach thee not without ſome Preſent : 
But pardon the Slave /dahmat, who can 
ſend thee none worthy of thy Grandeur. I have 
enclos'd in a Box the true Effigies of the Pre- 
fent King of France, with that of -his Uncle 
the Dzke of Orleans, his Brother the Dake 
of A-jox, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde; 
aS alſo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and Queen 
Chriſtina of Sueden, who is now at the French 
Corrt. Accept alſo from an Exe, a little 
Cabinet containing Twelve Patches, of fo 
many different Contrivances, according to- 
the Circular Variation of the Acons in the 
Space of Thirty, Four Years. They are the 
Work of my own Hands ; therefore I ſhall 
not commend %tm- Each is wrapt up in a 
Piece of Silk, wherein-1s wrought in Arabick 
Letters the Method of ufing it. Perhaps thou 
wilt find ſome Diverſton in 'rrying the 
Experiments mention'd in thoſe Tables. How- 
ever, deſpiſe not this mean Teſtimony of 
Mahmyut's: Refpet ; but conſider thar if I 


come ſhorr of the Curious Artiſts in Exrope, - 


yet my Labour is paſſable enough for a o- 
ſelman, among whom there is ſcarce another 
Watch-mazer to be tound:in the World. 


- If 
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If thou woud'ſt know the Occafion of 
Queen Chriſtina's being at the French Conrt : 
She came thither from Rome, when the laſt 
oon was in its Wane. Her Paſſage was by 
Sea to/ Marſeilles having touch'd at Genowa,and 
received magnificent Gifts from theRepablich ;. 
but they would not permit her to land,for Fear 
of the Plagre, which then rag'd in Rome, _ 
and was the Cauſe of her leaving that City. 

However, the French ſhew'd no ſuch ti- 
morous Squeamiſhneſs, bur receiv'd Her and 
her Train with open Arms. She landed at 
Marſeilles on the 29th. of the 7th. Moon; 
and when ſhe made her Publick Entry, the 
Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles 
met her in Coaches, the Great Guns were dif- 
charg'd to welcome her, and. ſhe was careſfs'd 
with all the Demonſtrations of Honor that 
are ſhew'd to the Queen of France her ſelt in 
her Progreſles. 

The ſame Entertainment ſhe receiv'd at 
fx, Avignon, Lyons, and in Fine all along 
the Road to Parrs, the Keys of Towns being 
furrendred to her (for ſuch was the Kzng s. 
Pleaſure) and a Canopy of State born. over 
her Head, when ſhe enterd any Town, and 
receiv'd the Addreſſes and Compliments of 
Governours, Prelates, and other Great en 
in Authority. She was likewiſe Magnificent- 
ly treated by Princesand the Chief Dxkes of 
the Realm » And:on the 8th. of thelaſt ſoon, 
made her Entry into this City on Horſe-back, 
apparell'd like a Man : Where having 'ſtaid 
fome Time, ſhe departed for Compiegne, Pp 

| vant 
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vilit the Court, which refides there ' now. 

It is not Suppos'd, ſhe will tarry long in 
" France, but as ſoon as ſhe hears the P/agae is 

abated in Kome, and the Adjacent Parts, ſhe 
will return thither, to paſs away the Reſtdue 
of her Life, in that Neſt of Princes and Pre- 
lates of the Nazarene Belief. | 

A litthe before ſhe -left Rowe, the Spa- 
»1ards there had Conſpir'd to feize an her 
Perſon, as alſo on the Pope; to have Mur- 
derd the Portugal Embaſſaaor, and ſet the 
Guy on Fire> But the Plot was diſcover'd, 
and the Conſpirators put in Priſon: (For, the 
\ Sentence of Death is never paſs d. in Crimi- 
al Caſes among the Nazarexes, without a 
Formal Tryal:). 

Here is a Rumour, . as if -a Great Fire had 
fome ./oons ago broke out in Conf antnge, 
and.conſum'd much of that City. I wonder, 
none of my Friends, nor any other reſiding 


there, have ſent me an Account of any ſuch 


Thing Which fills me with. Hopes, that 
this Report is falſe. . 
From all Hands we are afſur'd, that the 
Saedes and Brandenburghers have obtain'd a 
great. Victory over the Poles and Tartars at 
Warſaw ; the Vanquiſh'd having loſt above 
Six Thouſand Men on the Spot, with all their 
Ammunition and Baggage: And unfortunate 
King Ca/rmir, was forc'd. to fly with a ſmall 
Retinue towards Hungary. | 

'T was the General Expectation of Exrope, 
that the Moſcovites and Germans, wou'd have 


gone ſomething extraordinary for the bs 


i - 
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and by ſome ſurprizing Aion, put a check 
to the Sedi/h Succeſſes and Triumphs. For, 
when the Moſcovite Embaſſador was at Ko- 
ning-berg,endeavouring to withdraw the Dake 
of Brandenbargh from the Suedi/h Intereſt, 
he vomired forth terrible Menaces, in Caſe 
they comply'd not with His 2dafter's Propo- 
ſals- And one Day, in a furious Zeal, he 
took a large Goblet of Wine, in the Elefor's 
Preſence; and having drank it off to the 
Czars Health, the Barbarian faid aloud; 
Thus ſhall the great Emperour of the Moſco- 
vites devour all that oppo e him. But now it 
ſeems, theſe were only L_ Bravadoes, 
and the Moſcovites were reſolv'd to ſtand by; 
and ſee who got the better on't» The fame 
may be ſaid of the Emperoxr, and Prince of 
Tranſylvania; fo of the Danes and Hollander, 
who now all declare for the Srrongeſt Party- 

Magnanimous Vizir, if the preſent En- 
ents and Wars in Dalmatia and: Candy, 
1des the Domeſtick Troubles of the Orto- 
man Empire, did not ' wholly employ the- 
Arms of the: Hoſeimans ;. doubtleſs, 'twould 
be an Undertaking no leſs Profitable than: - 
Glorious, to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd Ca/mmir, 
turn the Tide of the Gathi/o Conqueſts, and- 
oblige the Poles to an Eternal Fidelity and 
Gratitude to the Grand Signior. - 


Paris, 14th. of the tothe oor, 
of the Tear 1656. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


To Abrahim Eli Zeid,, Hogia, 
Preacher zo the Seraglio. 


] Have frequent Acceſs to the King's Library: 
Which Favour was firſt granted me by 
Cardinal Richlies, who often employ'd me 


m Tranſlating ſome Curious Treat:ſes out of ' 


Arabick into French or Latin, The French 
ſeem very fond of Eaſfters Manuſcripts, 
where ever they can meet with 'em : And they 
have no leſs Regard tor Men who are skill'd 
in thoſe Languages. That Afinifter eſpeci- 
ally, was very Inquiſitive into the Yſaon 
and Learning of Afia. He Monopoliz'd Per- 
fean, Syrian and Arabick Books, and was a 
profeſs 'd Patron. of Lingwifts, He coveted 
the Acquaintance of Strangers and Travellers, 
that he might by their means Inform himſelf 
of the different Laws, Cuftoms and Rehigions 
of Foreign Conntreys ; and of whatſoever was 


Rare and worthy. of Ovfervation, in any Part - 


of the World. | 

Hence it was, that TI receiv'd Evident Marks 
of his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I un- 
derſtood the Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Tur- 
kiſh and Sclavonian Languages. He often 


made uſe of me, as I have faid, and gave - 


me free Acceſs to his own. and the King's 
Library. And tho' his Succeſſor Cardinal 
| Mazarms, 


L 
\ 
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HMazarini, is not fo much addieted to Studies 
of this Nature, as to the Af airs of State ; yer 
he has continued to me, the Priviledge of 
viſiting this Treaſury of Learned Books, 
where I paſs many Hours» | 

+ One Day I caſt my Eyes on a Mannſcript 
Written in Arabich,and endors'd with this T3z/e,. 


{ The Original Covenant of Maho- 
met, the Prophet of the Arabians, with 
the Profeſſors of the Faith of Jeſus ] 


and Underneath was a Zatin Inſcription, fig- 
nifying, That this 3Zan»ſcripr was found 
the Convent of Chriſtian Friars on Aount 
Carmel. I have Tranſcrib'd the Contents of 
this Parchment, and ſent it Enclos'd to thee, 
that thou may'ſt judge whether it be Real or 
onely Comnterfeit, For, the Nazarenes af- 
ſert it to be the 7Trme Agreement of the 1eſ- 
ſenger of God; and therefore reproach all the 
Moſelmans with Diſobedience to our £Law- 
giver, and breaking the Leagze, Sign d and 
Seal'd by Him whom we call the Sea/ of the 
Prophets, and Witneſ7 d by the Four Prixcipal 
Dottors, Abu Becire, Oſman, Omar and 
Hal. 

If thou wilt peruſe the Enclos'd Paper, it 
will be eaſy to diſcern, Whether Pe are Guil- 
ty of this Violation of Faith, or They. For, 
though ( ſuppoſing this to be the Real Teſta- 
ment of the Prophet, as is pretended ) that 
Favorrite of Heaven grants many Articles of 
Peace, Aſſiſtance and Friendſhip, to the Fol- 


lower s 


x88 Letters Writ by . Vol. V. 


lowers of Jeſus, with Immunity from Taxes 
and Impoſitions, Liberty of Conſcience, Free- 
- dom of Marriages, &c. - Yet 'tis evident, 
that he promis'd not theſe Things, but on cer- 
tain Conditions to be obſerv'd on the Part of 


the Chriſtians; as, that None of them ſhou'd . 


harbour, or hold Correſpondence with the 
Enemies of the 77*e Believers, or Privately 
accommodate 'em wirh Arms, Horſes, Mo- 
ney or any other. Neceſſaries of Far : But, 
on the Contrary, ſhou'd Hoſpitably- receive 
the AZfe/mans into rheir Houſes for Three 
Days, and Protect 'em from their Enemies- 
If therefore, the Chr:/tians ſhou'd fail in any 
of theſe Points, the Prophet declares his Cove- 


nant to be void, and that they ſhall not enjoy- 


the Ddaulgences granted therein» All this, 
thou wilt ſee, is recommended ſolemnly to 
both Parties, to be Religioully perform'd, 
til! the Final —_ 

Now, all the 


Firſt trangreſs'd theſe Articles, or the Naza- 


renes ? For, if it can be prov'd, That they are 


the Firſt Aggreſſors, then they have no Rea- 
fon to complain of their Misfortunes, or ac- 
euſe the 77ue Faithful of -Oppreſſion and Ty- 
ranay; as they commonly do; Since it is ma- 
nifeſt, that they have drawn theſe Evils on 
themſelves, by their Breach of Faith, and In- 
fidelity, diſannulling the Covenant of God and 
his Prophet, and forfeiting the Benefits they 
might have claim'd by Vertue of it. Be it 
how it will, the Prophet is free from Blame : 
Let the Guilt reſt on the. Perſons that were 
Criminal. I know 


_ is, Whether We have: 
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' I know not how it comes to paſs, that the 
'Chriſtians of this Age, think and ſpeak more 
Reproachfully of our Holy Lawgiver, than 
did their Fathers, who liv'd in his Time or 
immediately after it, and who by Conſe- 
quence cou'd better inform themſelves of the 
\Circumſtances of his Birth, . Life, and Re- 
nowned Actions. Some Ancient Writers a- 
mong the Nazarenes, make Honourable 
Mention of Him and his Family. They con- 
ceal not the Early Signs of his Heroick Ver- 
tue, and the Grandeur to which he was de- 
ſtin'd, I haveread in a certain _—_— Au- 
thor, That when the Prophet” was but Nine 
Years Old, under the Tuition of his Uncle 
Abu Taleb, -who carry'd his Glorious Charge 
along - with him to Damaſcxs, and that 
whilft they were at Boz'r, a Learned Afonk 
whoſe Name was. Bohira, came out of the 
Convent to meet them ; and taking Afabomet 
by the Hand in the Preſence of many Chri- 
$ans, he ſaid aloud, This Touth is boys to 
accompliſh Great Things : His Fame ſhall be 
ſpread from Eaſt to Weſt: For, as he drew 
near this Place; I ſaw a bright Cloud deſcend 
and cover him. Sultan David alſo ay ys 
ſy'd of him, in that "which the Chriftians 
reckon - the 5oth. Pſalm, and the 2d. Yer- 
ficle:. Where. that Divine Poet thus Sings, 
From Sion God hath proclaim'd the Empire of 
Mahomet. But the Chriſt:ans have. Inter- 
preted this in another Sence, though the Or:- 
ginal remains a ſtanding Witneſs againſt 'em- 
So Moſes in the Pentatench uttered a Mp9, 
when 
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when he aid, God came from Sinai, he roſe 
#p from Seir, and was manifeſted from Mount 
Paran. Intimating hereby, the _—_— of 
the Written Law to Moſes, of the Goſpel to 
Jeſus the Sep of Mary, and of the Alcoran 
to Mahomet. The Meſſias alſo faid to his 
Diſriptss, If T go not away, the Call:d of God 
will nat come toTou. But the Chriſtian Inter. 
 preters wilfully hide thefe Things from the | 
- 'Vulgar, left their Eyes ſhou'd be open'd. 
There appears an Obſtinate Malice and Ig- 
norance in - all their Actions. 

Who will not laugh at the fooliſh Spight 
of the Spaniards ; who, in a certain Town, 
had a Cuſtom, as oft as they enter'd into the 
Church or came out, to ſpit on a Black Image 
of a 71as fitting on an Aſ5, near the Gate. 
Dut a ay n—_ Embaſſaaour coming thither 
from the Zmperonr of Morocco, and obſerving 
this Valh Ceremony of the People, ask'd the 
King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented ? 
He made anſwer, That it was the Image of 
Hahomet, the Arabian Prophet. That cannot 
be, xeply'd the Embaſſkidor, ſince owr Prophet 
never rode but ow Camels: It is rather the 
He of the Meſſias, who indeed is recorded 
to have rode on an Aſs, The Kg troubl'd at 
this Anſwer, conſulted the Priefts and Learn- 
ed Men, who all concluded, that the Embaſ- 
ſador had ſpoke the Truth- And therefore, 
inſtead of offering any more Indignities to 
this age, they tcl into another Extreme, 
and built a Chappel for it, burning cenſe to 
the Serſcleſs Stock, and paying it Divine He- 
Pour 5» 
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ours. Thus they Pray'd to that, which but 
a little before, they had Curs'd ; and turn'd 
into a Ged, that which they had eſteem'd al- 
moſt as bad'as the Devil. God's Curſe be 
on the Devil, and all his Adorers: But on 
the Holy Prophet, and his Foltowers, may Blef- 
fings ſhower down, and reft till the Xz0r of 
the Spheres be diflolv'd. | 


Paris, 14th. of the 1oth. cor, 
of the Tear 1656+ 


LETTER VI. 
To Murat, Baſla. 


Now for Certain, that Dom Tan de Br a- 

£4124, late King of Portugal is dead. 
He left this World on the 6th. of the laſt 
A1o0n, after he had been tormented Ten 
Days with the Stone : His ex has the Su- 
preme Power m her Hands during her Son's 
Atinority, whotfe Name is Dom Alphonſo, 
This young Prince was Crown'd within a few 
Days after his Father's Deceaſe, to prevent 
the Plots of the Spaniards, who ſupport a 
Powerful Faction jn that Kingdom of Portn- 
gal, and are not without Hopes, to reduce 
It again to the, Kip of Spain's Obedience. 
The World is always buſy, either in recover- 
ing Old loſt Intorefts , or ſeeking of _ . 
| e 
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, The Mareſchal de 1a Ferte, who was 
taken Priſoner by the Prince of Conde in 
the Battle of Valenciennes, and having a Price 
ſet for his Ranſom, had Liberty to go whi- 
ther he wou'd on his Parole, either to bring 
the faid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon, by a 
certain Day ; finding himſelf flighted at the 
French,Conrt, is reſolv'd to perform his Pro-, 
miſe, at the prefix'd Time, and go over to 
the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, who will not 
fail to beſtow a very Honourable Command 
on a General of ſuch Merits. 

_ Jn the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt 
playsTricks with his Mafter,and holdsprivate 
Correſpondence with the German Emperor, 
He is a Serviceable or a Dangerous Man, ac- 
cording as he is pleasd or diſguſted, and 
therefore they court him on both Sides. He is. 
now atBr:/ac in Alſace. I cannot admire aMan, 
that is thus Induſtriouſly troubleſome ro” his 
Prince,without any Thing of Merit or Brave- 
ry to boaſt of, ſave his former Sefvices in Ca- 
talonia, which have been ſufficiently repay'd 
with Regal Condeſcenſfions and -' Favours: 
And thoſe who make a Parallel between his 
Caſe, and that of the JLareſchal de 1a Ferre 
Seneterre, conſider not, that the laſt fell into 
his Enemies Hands, only | by the Chance of 
War: Whereas, the other is a Wiltul 4pe- 
ſtate, if he embraces the Emperoxr's Propo- 
fals, when no NeceTity conſtrains him, 
Honour flies in his Face. _ | 

. From the Nor: we are informed, That 
Count Coning/mark, Generali{imo of the 7 
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aiſh Forces in Pruſſia, as he was failing from 
- Wiſmar, was taken Captive by the Poles, and 
Inzpriſon'd in the - Caſtle of 1eyſſel-munden, 
near Daxtzick. And the Inhabitants of that 
City, miſsd very narrowly of taking the 
Lucen of Sueden herielf, Tis certain, they 
have got a valt Booty frem the Sreges, 
confiſting of Eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, 
with Coffers of the King's Jewels and other 
Rich Things» 

Theſe, King Caſrmer demands for himſelf, - 
with a Million of R:ix-Dol{ars to be paid him 
by the Dantzickers ; requiring alfo, that they 
ſhould furniſh his Army with all forts of Am- 
munition and Proviſions: Which tho' it be a 
heavy Burden, yet thote loyal Citizens think 
Nothing too much for their K:»g. | 

The Aoſcovites in the gth. A0cz befieg d 
Riga, a City belonging to the Crown of Szc- 
aen, but have newly raisd the Siege, after 
they had loſt above Ten Thouſand Men be- 
tore the' Place. | 

This is all the News I can ſend thee, fave 
that the French have taken Yalentia, a City in 
1aty. 

I wiſhI may hear as proſperous Intelligence 
as this laſt from Canaia, after ſuch Immenſe 
Charges and Slaughter. But, Vitory is in 
the Diſpoſal of the 4ngel of Time. 


Paris, 2d. of the 12th. doen, 
of the Tear 1656, 


K LET. 
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LETTER VIIL 


To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior 
of the Covent of Derviſhes, at 
Cogni zz Natolia, 


J* is difficult to define the particular Tem- 
per of my Soul, when I firſt receivd the 
News of thy Predeceſſsr's Death, that Re- 
nown d and Venerable Bearedin, who, as thy 
Diſpatch informs me, is gone to Paradiſe. 
I was neither in Paſhon, nor yet Inſenfible, 
but wholly Refign'd to the 7//{ of Heaven. 
I confider'd his Immenſe Vertues, and the 
Courle of Natzre : His Wonderful Age, and 
more Admirable Aftions, a Life Equally mea- 
{ur'd by Hours, and Prodigies of Piety- For, 
he was not in the Number gf thoſe, who let 
whole Days paſs away, without the leaſt 


Good Work, or without — any my | 
s my fel 


on the Track of Time. I expr ac- 
cotding to the Vulgar Saying, { Time v4 
away ; ) Whereas, in my Opinion, Time 
ſands itill, and only Pe paſs away, with all 
Things ſubje&t to Motion and Change. 'Tis 
like the Miſtake of thoſe who failing on the 
Water, think the Trees and Mountains move, 
whilit only they themſelves are driven before 
the Wind: Or, like the Philofophy of thoſe, 
who truſting to their Groſler Sence, maintain, 
the Sz whyrls daily round our World; tho, 

actording 
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according to Reaſon and better Philoſophy, 
that Glebe of Light ſtands ftill, whilſt ours 
turns round its Axel-Tree, and ſodeceives our 
Eyes. Thus, whilit we Mortals, glide o'er 
the uncertain Waves of Humane Life,and paſs 
by the Viſible and Fixed Land-marks of 
Time, Day and Night, we imagine thoſe 
Land-marks move, and not we our ſelves. 
Whereas, Day and Night remain for Ever, 
ſtedfaſt and invariable in their Succeflive In- 
tervals, and only the Elements, and Bodies 
Compounded of 'em, are ſubject ro Change. 

Minutes, Hours, Days and Years, are not 
properly the Meaſures of Time, but of the 
Motion and Duration of all Corruptible Be- 
ings: For Time is Infiniteand beyond Al Di- 
menfions. In a Word, "Tis no otherwiſe di- 
Ringuiſh'd from Etermity, than barely by a 
Name. -" 

All that I have ſaid on this Subject, is com- 
prehended in the Arabian Proverb, which 
lays, To Morrow, 1s Never. Doubtlels, there's 
no Paradox or Hereſy in ſaying, Tis always 
To Day; or that this Hour, this Minute is E- 
ternal! And, from this Truth ſprung the 
Contemplation of thoſe,who place Eternityin 

a Point or Inſt ant« 

But, to return to Bedredin, that Faithful 

of the Faithfs/, may his Sox repole in the 
Mercies of God, and his Memory be bleſs'd. 
May Gabriel, the Friend of the Prophet, pray 
for him; then /febael, Iſraphiel, and the 
Meſſenger of Death, with all & Angels who 
made 0rasſons tor the $2 Favonrite, ay 

2 
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his Tra»ſlation from this Earthly State. And, 
when thou, and the Religions Fraternity un- 
der thy Care, have perform'd the accuſtom'd 
Prayers and Expiations, for the [Iluftrious 
Prelate Deceasd; there is no Queſtion but 
that he ſhall be in'a Condition to Intercede 
for you, and for the whole 11»ſulman 'Em. 
pire : Forhe was a perfect Saint, and the Be- 
loved of Goa. 

O Sage and Reverend Sxcceſſor of that Holy 
as, (uffer me to tell thee, Thy Name, He. 
batolla (the Gift of God, fills me with Glo» 
rious Preſages of thy Lite and Adminiſtration 
in that Renowned College, where the Incom- 
parable Bea7readin ſhin'd ſo many Years, Now 
he is gone to Goa, and to the Gardens of E- 
ternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
Earth to thee, repleniſh'd with the Sacred Q- 
dour ofWertue. 3 

He was a Religious Imitator of the Pro- 
phets, and of all Holy Men in General ; a de- 
vout Admirer of the 2Ze//ias, and a Faithful 
Diſciple of the Sext of God, Now he 1s gone 
to fit down with them in the Chioſcs of Eden, 
on the Banks of Immortal Streams, the Ri- 
vers of Wine, Milk and Honey, which glide 
along the Alleys of Paradiſe, This is the 
Recompence of Heroick Vertue, the Crown 
of Good Works, the Bliſs prepar'd for chaſte 
and purify'd Soxls, who in their Tranſmigra- 
tion from this Earth, carry no Stains of Vice 
along with 'em. For, nothing Impure can 
find Admittance into that Yor/d of Glittering 


Eſſences, 
G O He- 
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O Hebatolla, what is there on this Obſcure 
Globe;that deſerves to be compar'd with thoſe 
Serener Joys Above ; Thoſe unſullied Plea- 
ſures; Thar untarniſh'd Bliſs > And yet ſome- 
times we taſte ſtrange Felicities here on Earth. 
But 'tis only when the Gates and Caſements 
of Paradiſe are open, when a Celeſtial Wind 
tranſports hither the Leaves of the Trees of 
Eden, and perfumes the Air and Skies with the 
Tranſcendent Odours of that Happy Region, 
wafting alfo Imperfe&t Sounds, Mufick in ſoft 
Fragments and Zcchv's, from the £uires of 
the Bleſ7'd. Then 'tis, the Hearts of Mortals 
feel a ſecret and inexpreſſible Joy ſpringing 
up from the Root ; This Lower World (if L 
may ſo expreſs my ſelf) is all entranc'd with 
Pleaſure. This happens not every Day, but 
only at the Seaſons of Divine Indulgence, on 
the Feſtivals of ſome Particular Sa:nrs, and 
inthe Time of the Immortal 7b:/ee,when God 
exhilarates the Univerſe with Uncommon Fa- 
vours, and an Infinite Largeſs, | 

As for the Reſt of our Enjoyments, they 
are Mitigations indeed of the Pains and Inſe- 
parable Miſeries of this Mortal Lite ; They 
prevail on us to wait the Appointed Hour of 
Fate, and not hurry our ſelves out of the 
World before our Time: But, they deſerve 
not to be plac'd in the Rank of true Felicities- 

However, our Patience under this Fatigue - 
of Life, our Indiffterence to Pleaſure and 
Pain, Poverty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, 
Honour or Diſgrace, with all the other Ob 
jects of Humane Paſſion, will prove a ſingu- 
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lar Argument of Merit, a prevailing Recom- 
mendation to the Life to come, and an effe- 
Rual Paſsport to Paradiſe. For he that is 
thus inſenſibly, yet willingly wean'd from the 
Fulſem Joys of Earth, by the very Coxrſe of 
Nature and Decree of Deſtiay , muſt una- 
voidably aſcend to a Purer Region, to a Place 
capable of ſatisfying his Aſpiring $5/. For, 
Naturecreated no Appetite, to baulk it. 

This is-the Life ſo recommended by Feſ#s 
the Hon of Mary, whoſe Character thou haſt 
in the Library of thy Convent. Here I fend 
thee in a Boxghat which by all the Nazarenes 
is eſteem d his true Efigies, IT remember, I 
once ſaw another of the tame Lineaments, in 
the Treaſury of the Grand Signior. Theſe 
Pieces are very Rare, becauſe not copy 'd by 
the Hands of Common Painters, but by the 
moſt Celebrated Zafters in Exrope» And the 
Original Draught, they ſay, was made by the 
Atſſias himſelf on an Hanadkerchief, which 
he clapt to his Face, and fo left his lively Por- 
traicture, 

I cannot aſcextain the Truth of this Tra- 
dition : Bat, in Regard this is one of thoſe 
Copies which 1s Cloſeted by the Greateſt 246- 
narchs in Chriſtendom, I fend it to thee, as a 
worthy Ornament of thy Ce/, without either 
the Peril, or Scandal of 1avlatry. 

The Pious Beareain, was Covetous of any 


Aterors of the efſtas ; whether written in | 


Hieroglyphicks,or in the more uſual Charaters 
of Speech. He wou d have made no more Ex- 


ception at a Pi&fre, than ata Poem, in m__ | 


O 


Lucky; 


—_ %> 


os Ld LY LAS *% "—_ 1” wm=—_ gB—_—_ wh ——_—_  * *{—=H 


Lhe; 


Vol.V. aSpyat PARIS. 199 


of that Holy PrSher. And, I queſtion not, 
but thou equalleſt him in the fame Indiffe- 
rence. 

I cou'd not fo eaſily procure the true P$- 
fare of John, Surnam'd the #aſper; but here 
I will give thee a ſhort Hiftory of his L:fe. 
This was a Famous Prophet, who liv'd in 
the Days of the /1e//tas, and was of the 
Race of the Prieſts, His Habitation was al- 
together in the Deſert; for, he was an Ere- 
mite, and livd in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
tains of Judea. Some of the Fews took him 
for Elias, others tor the Meſias, and a Third 
Sort ſaid he was /Aahomet, whoſe coming 
was foretold in the Book of their Law, and in 
the #r:tings of their Prophets. 

But Job deny'd that he was any of theſe, 
calling himſelf in Modeſty, A Voice, or Eccho. 
His Life was very Abſtemious. For, he fed 
only on the Tops of Plants, and wild Honey, 
drinking Nothing but Water of the Foun- 
tain, which ran by the Side of his Cave. 
And his Body was onely cover'd with a Veſt 
of Camels Hair, uſing a Leathern Thong for 
a Girdle. 

To that Solitary Reſidence of his, there 
was great Reſort of People from Fer:ſalem, 
and the Cities round about. For the Fame 
of his Sanctity had ſpread through all Pale#ine 
and $r1a, | 

He Waſh'd his Dy{iples with his own 
Hands in the Waters of Jordan, from whence 
he was call d the Baptiſt, or Paſher. He 
daily preach'd Repentance and Good Works to 
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the Incredulous Few: ; and openly declar'd, 
That 7J:ſ#s the Son of ary, was the 21efſtav. 
That Holy Prophet, it ſeems, was one of 
Thws Diſciples, and had been Waſhd by 
him in the River Jordar, 

In fine, after many Years of Heroick Yer- 
tue and Piety, John had his Head cut of by 
the Order of Herod the Governonr of Furden, 
becauſe he had reprov'd the Tyr.:»r, for niar- 
rying his Brother's Wite. 

Behold, theſe Afemorrs are the beſt Preſents, 
the Poor Exil'd Mahmxt can ſend thee, when 
he Congratulates thy Acceſſion to that Fol 
Chair. Yet, ſuch as theſe, were more wel- 
come to thy Preaeceſſor, than Gitts of Sil- 
ver, Gold or Precious Stones: For, he was 
a diligent Colle&tor of Choice Antiquities, 
and Select Fragments of Fliſtory. He was al- 
fo a Liberal Patron and Encourager of Phi- 
tfophyand ali Sorts of Learning. Follow thou 
his Example, and the True Faithful will 
be eternally oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a 
fair Opportunity, there being, as I'm inform'd, 
the beſt Zibrary in thy Convent, of any 
throughout the 121ſſulman Empire. And, 
the Derviſhes under thy Government , 
are Men addicted to the Study of the 
Sciences, Tis Pity ſuch Inclinations ſhou'd 


want Encouragement, whilſt the Ifidels are 


every where buſie in Founding New Acade- 
2%:es, and Augmenting the Old. There 1s 
one lately erefted in the Dabedom of Cleve 
by the Elettor of Brandenbargh, where the 
Or:ental Languages and Sciences are profels c 
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If the Nazarenes are thus Curious to pry 
into our Learning, why ſhould we be remiſs 
in attaining the Knowledge of their Langua- 
ges and Hiſtories, ſince thereby we ſhall be 
in a Condition to know their Greateſt Se- 
crets ? 

Sage Hebatolla, let not the Tyfidels have 
any longer Occaſion to term us Barbarous 
and Ignorant. But remember, that in promo- 
ting Literature, thou wilt perform a merito- 
rious Service to the Graxd Signior. 


Paris, 17th- of the iſt, Mos, 
of the Year 1657+ | 


ee 
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LETTER IX. 


To Selim Al” Moſel, Venerable Ima- 
um of the Moſch of SanCta Sophia. - 


Raiſe be to God, fole Lord of the Zenith 
and the Nadir, Poſſeſſor. of. Infinite. Regs- 
015, who hides the. Firſt 1deridian.in the Palm © 
of his Hand! The Names of Pers, and I4ex5- 
co, are. not now Foreign in the Ottoman Em- 
pre, eſpecially to Travellers , and. Men of © 

Scjence. / 
When-our Fathers firſt heard of America, -. 
tifey had no other Way to. expreſs fo: Un- 
known a Part of the World, than by.calliog | 
it the Z414.of the ws ines, becauſe - 
p the - 
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the Abundance of that- Metal, which was 
brought from thence by the Spaniards, fince 
their Congueſts in thols Parts, But now 
we are no Strangers to the Geography of that 
Remote Continent. Commerce and Traffick, 
have render'd all the Known Nations of the 
Earth, familiar one with another. And I re- 
member, when I was at Conſtantinople, the 
Names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, &c- were 
as Common in the Copha. Hans, 2s the Names 
of Indoſtan, Turquiſtan, Gurgiſtan, or any 
other Province of Aſia. So that a Man wou'd 
have been iaugh'd at, who in ſpeaking of A4- 
merica, ſthou d have us'd any Circumlocuti- 
ons, as to call it the Empire of the Golaen 
Mines, the World beyond the Great Sea, or 
the like. 

Yet we muſt confeſs, our Knowledge in 
this Kind is owing to the Franks, who fail 
into thoſe far-diftant Regions, and at their 
Return, communicate their Intelligence and | 
Obſervations. to us; For elfe we had been 
yet altogether Strangers to the Hiſtory of that 
New World. 

It was firſt diſcover'd by Chriſtopher Co- 
lambns, a Genoueſe, in the Year 1492. of the 
Chriſtians Hegira- This Man had a happy 
Genaizs in Contemplating the Motien of 'the 
Sn, and the Frame of the Univerſe. He 
was no Stranger to the Extent of our Conts- 
ent, and the Situation of all its Parts. He 
had been often at Sea, and ſeen divers Ries- 
ons ; And particularly when he was in Ports- 
ga, the moſt 7efterly Part of Emrope , -- 
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took great Delight to walk on the Shore in 
the Evenings, ow obſerve the Setting of the 
Sun- This Cuſtom of his produc'd various 
Thoughts in his Breaſt. But, what was of 
molt Import, his Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, 
That it cou'd not confift with the Order of 
Natare, that the Sun, after he left Qur 
World, (erv'd only to give Light to the Fiſhes, 
or gild the Waves of the #e/tern Ocean. 
Therefore on good Grounds he concluded , 
There muſt be ſome Unknown Land, beyond . 
thoſe mighty Tratts of Sea, which waſh'd 
the Weſtern Shores of Exrope and Africk. 

- This Thought made him uneaſy, and put 
him upon a Reſolution of attempting a Diſ- 
covery» He made Propoſals to the Reprblick 
of Genowa, but was rejefted. Then he ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to Henry VII at the Engl 
Court; Where not finding Encouragement, 
he went to the King of Spain ; who appro- 
ving his Defign, furniſh'd him with Two - 
Ships. He fail d on the Ocean for the Space of - 
Two Moons, without ſeeing any Land, which - 
made his Mariners mutiny, their. Proviſfiens : 
falling ſhort» They tliteatn'd to throw him - 
over- board, if he wou'd not return. But he, 
with mild Words and ftrong Reaſons, ap- 
peas d their Fury ; promiſing to fail back a- 
gain, if they ſaw not Zang within:-Phree - 
Days- On the Third Day, the Boy on the .. 
Main Top-Maſt faw & Fire, and+ within a 


few Hours afterwards they came within Yiew. - 
of £4nd. 


Wheri-- 
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When he had made his Obſervations, and 
done what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, 
he return'd to give the K»g of Spain an Ac- 
count of his Expedition, 

Afﬀteer his Death, Americus Veſputins was 
ſent to Conquer theſe Vnknown Regions; 
from - whom, that whole Continent is calld 
America ; But methinks, not without forme 
Ingratitude to the Firſt Diſcoverer. 

It wou'd be endleſs to recount all the par- 
ticular Adventures of-the Spaniards: in. theſe 
Parts, with: their Cruelties and Maſlacres: 
Suffice it to ſay, to the Eternal Infamy of 
that Nation, that according to their own 
Writers, they butcher'd in Cold Blood above 
Tw<nty Millions of the Natives, in the Space 
of 7 wenty Years: Ard al} t:1s, tor the Lucre 
of rncir Gold ; tho' under the Pretence, of 
propagating the ".hri/tian Religion, 

I will not liſt my felf in che Number of 
thoſe who pretend to be God s Privy Conn- 
ſellors, neither will I preſume to deſcant on 
Things out of my Reach. But the Spaniards 
have lately felt a terrible Blow in Pers; 
Which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath of 
Heaven, is at leaſt a Sign, that the Earth is 
weary of them, eſpecially in thoſe Parts, 
where they have ſtain'd it with ſo much 
Innocent ; . 

The City Zima, not many Afoons ago, 
was all (wallow'd up by an Earthquake; and 
Calao, another City not far from it, was con- 
fum'd by a Shower of Fire out of the Clouds. 
Eleven Thouſand Sp4niards loſt their Lives 
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in this Calamity ; and the Earth devour'd a 

Hundred Millions of Refin'd Silver, which the 

| Lucre of the Spaniards had forc'd out of its 

) ZBowels. All the Mountains of Potof, from 

whence they dug their choiceſt Metal, were 
levell'd with the Plain, and no more Hopes 

" Gold was left to their Infatiable Avas 

rice. 

I leave the Judgment of theſe Events to 
thee, who art of the Holy Line, full of Re- 
fplendent Thoughts, Prophetick 1/charif,Con- 
fecrated Emir, Glory of the Hoxſe of MMaho- 
wet. Yet give me leave to tell thee, that this 
Calamity of the Spaniards, in Part reſembles 
the Fate of Sodows and Gomorrahand the reſt of 
the Nine Cities of the Lake. The I»fidels ſay, 
there were but Five. Let them alone in their 
Errors; 'tis certain the 24»ſſulmans have the 
only True Hiſtory of Former Times. Doubt- 
leſs, God is fevere in his Chaſtiſements, when 

' he is Incensd againſt a Nation. Wit- 
neſs the People of Aad and Fhemod; with the 
Men of the Valey of Smoke, and the Coy 
whoſe Inhabitants were in- one Hour, 
turn'd into Statwes of Stone, and are to 

| be ſeen at this Day, as a ſtanding Monit- 

| ment of Heaven's Diſpleaſure, Yet no N- 

2709 is ruin'd, till it ruin it ſelf, as God ſpeaks 

in the Alcoray. : 
O Emir, in whoſe Veins runs the- moſt 

purity'd Blood in the World, pray- for 
t, that he may never turn Apoſtate 

from God and his Prophet, nor do. any 
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Thing which may hurry him to an Un- 
timely Fate. 


Paris, 17th» of the 1ſt» Afooy, 
of the Tear 1657« 


LET TER 8. 


To Muflapha, Baſſa. 


T His following Summer, it all Reports 
be true, is hike to afford ſome Cam- 
pagnes of Blood. The General Diſcourſe here 
1s, that the Grand Signior will ſpeedily have 
an Army of Three Hundred Thouſand Men 
in the Field : Part to at in Dalmatia and 
"Candy, 4 gon the Venetians; the Reſt to be 
employ'd againſt the Perſians, the more In- 
veterate Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. 
That fawcy Embaſſaador, Iſmael! Bir Couls 
Can, deſerv'd the Puniſhment was Inflicted 
on him for his Impertment Huff, and draw- 
ing his Sabre in Preſence of the Greateſb 
Aonarch of the Wirld, And let it be an E- 
ternal Precedent to the Enveys of Foreign 
Princes , that they may learn a Leflon of Mo- 
deſty, when they addreſs to the Lord of their 
Loras, and not by Preſurption Incenſe the 
Kg of the Earth. PE 
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But 'tis apparent, this Embaſſador took 'Ad- 
vantage of our Troubles : He ſwell'd with 
a vain and falſe Idea of the Perfiax Puiſnces 
Beſides, they ſay, his 2Mafter has enter'd in- 
to a Solemn Leagne with the Czar of Moſcovy, 
againſt the Shining Empire. And tis cer- 
tainly known here, That Two Embaſſadors 
are arriv'd at Venice from that Potent Empe- 
rour of the North; And others are expetted 
from Perſia, to Negotiate a T7:ipartite 
_ between thoſe Crowns and that Re- 
publick againlt the YVidtorions Oſmans, Hence 
I ſuppoſe it was, that the Rude Heretich took 
the Boldneſs to commit an Attion, which all 
the Eaſt puniſhes with Death. Neither is it 
any Thing to the Purpoſe, what the Chrifts- 
ans of theſe Parts fay, That the Perſons. of 
Embaſſadors are Sacred: For, much more ſo 
are the Perſons of Sovereigns. And, ſo long 
as an Envey obeys the Law of Nations, in 
only delivering his M-flage with Reſpedt and 
Civility, that Law will prote& him from all 
Injuries But, if he muſt needs leap over 
his own Fence, and inſtead of appearing like 
an Embaſſador, he will att the Part of an 4{- 
faſſin, a Furioſo, a Contemner of Majeſty, he 
can expect no better Treatment, than what 
is due to his Audacious Infolence: He throws. 
off with Scorn the ProteRion - that his Cha- 
rater claims, and in a mad Bravado courts 
the Revenge of the Sate- 

This I/mae! has all along been counted a 

id Fool, in the Comrt of: Perſia. He has 
committed a Thouſand wild Pranks at 1/pa- 


an, 
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han, more becoming a Jeſter, than a Wiſe 
Miniſter of State. Yet his aſter fill wink'd 
at his Extravagances, for .his Father's Sake, 
who did many Notable Services to that 
Crown; Among which, his recovering  Caz- 
dahar from. the fogul, was none of the 
leaſt: It being. the . onely Town, which com- 
mands- the Frontiers of Perſia and the {- 


ES, . 

For this and other Merits, $24 Seph: pre- 
ferr'd both him and his-Son to the moſt-Con- 
fiderable Goveryments and. Offices in the 
Empire: Wherein the Old Man acquitted 
himſelf fairly to the laſt. But this Young 
Buffoon grew unwieldy with too Much Ho- 
nour, affronted the Granaees, and play'd un- 
on the X:»g himſelf, for which he had once 
like to have. been caſt to the Dogs. . But, at 
the Interceſſion of ſome of. his few Friends, 
that Puniſhmene was remitted. and chang'd 
into Exile; whilſt his Enemies made Uſe of 
his Abſence, to ruine him. 

They were ſome of the Greateſt Zords 
of the Coxrt, who bore him a Grudge, 
and they had hourly the X:»g's Ear. . Which 
Advantage they made Ute of. -to inſfinuate 
ſuch an Ill Charater of 1/mael, that be knew 
no better Way to be handſomely rid ofhim, 
than by- ſending him on this deſperate Em- 
baſſy to the Abferiaus Port : Chufing rather, 
that he ſhould fall by the Gravd Signior's 
Command, than. by his own, who had reap'd 
” mach-Benefit from the Services ot his Fa- 

er. 

By 
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By this thou may?ſt diſcern, that the Ang 
of Perſia is earneſtly reſolvd upon Far, 
without regarding how his Herala that pro- 
claim?d it, 1s received : (For that Embaſſadoy 
deſerves no other T3t/e, who comes not with 
the Accuſtom'd Preſents and Supplications ; 
but with an Addreſs of a Harſher Style, de- 
nouncing Enmity at his very Firſt Approach 
to the Feet of the Invincible Sz/tan AMaho- 
met. | 

After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, 
and the other Baſſa's of the Empire,are ſo rea- 
dy to aſſiſt our Great after. . For T am af. 
fur'd, that from your Perſonal and Volun- 
tary Contributions, he has receiv'd a Supply 
of Thirty Millions of Aſpers, beſides the 
Conſtant Revenues, Cuſtoms, Tributes, and 
Subfrdies of the Empire. This is nois'd all 
over Chriſtendom: Yet the Venetians ſeem 
not much to dread the Conſequences of theſe 
Vaſt Preparations ; judging that they will 
be employ'd elſewhere, than againſt any Pro- 
vince of their Dominions, except in Dalmatia, 
where theſe Infide/s truſt to the Strength-of 
their Forts, and the Inacceſſible Heights of 
Rocks. | 

But He that laid the Foundations of the 
Earth, and cauſes it to tremble when He plea- 
ſes; the ſame- God form'd the Lofty Moune 
tains, and can level them with the Plains to 
ſerve the Followers of his Prophet : Even as 
the Stoyes came Voluptarily to falute the 
Divine Meſſenger himſelf : The Trees rowz'd 


themſelves, as out of a deepSleep ; and the 
Earth 
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Earth yielding on all Sides-to the Forcible 
Motion of the »/pired Roots, they walk'd 
out of their Places, and compos'd an Vm- 
vrella over the Head of Mahomet, when he 
was ready to faint with the Violent Heat of 
the RY/LP 

Thus ſhall the Elements conſpire to aid 
the True Belitvers: And when they fight for 
the Al/cgran againt Zrfidels, God ſhall endue 


the lnanimate Beings with Faith and Devo- 
F0Ms 


aris, the 9th, of the 2d. Aion, 
" of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XL 


To Mchemet, a» ExiPd Eunuch 
in Egypt. 


PRepere thy ſelf with a Conſlancy of Spirit 
becoming a /4«ſſulmarn, when thou ſhalt 
underftand, that. the beſt Eriend thou hadlt 
in the World is gone to Paradiſe. May God 
grant him the Repoſe of a 7T7ye Behever, an 
Apartment of Singular Delight. For 'tis the 
Brave Solyman T ſpeak of, who not only de- 
ſerves thy moſt Grateful Vows for ſaving thy 
Life, but has done a Thouſand Meritorious 
 Aftions beſides, which now crown him with 
Chapletref Immertakty. : with 
W 
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I wiſh I cou'd have been the Relater of 
better News to my baniſh'd Friend. But 
rhaps thou haſt heard of his Death already, 
by ſome Veſlels from Conſtantinople, and 1o 


*rwill be Needleſs to ſay any Thing as to his 


Untimely Fate, or the Trageaes of the Se- 
raglio and Imperial City. 

It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Thing 
Unaccountable, that there can be no Means 
found out to prevent theſe dangerous Þoſurre- 
&tons of the Soldiers; and that the moſt For- 
midable _— on Earth, ſhould be thus 
frequently ſhock'd by her own Sabjetts ! 
Mekemet, the Things of this Preſent World 
are a Perfect Ridale, and our Life it ſelf is 
but the Shadow of a Dreaw., Thou haſt Ex- 
perienc'd the Inconſtaney of Fortane, and 
that there is Nothing on Earth deſerves a 
Wiſe Man's Confidence. Therefore it I may 
adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy ſelf from 
the Trivial Aﬀairs of Mortals. Let not the 
Natural Fondnefſes which thou may*|t poſ- 
fibly have for thy former Comrtly Life in the 
Seraglio, return to _— thy Soul. A Man 
may be Happy any where, that knows how 
tq, be Contented. MNatzre is ſervd with a 
Little: And we ought to eſteem our Irregu- 
lar Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
be not extended to the larger Meaſure of our 
Wiſhes, 'tis eaſy to contra6t and adequate our 
Minds to our Fortane. 

* Thou may carve to thy ſelf various Sorts 
of Felicities in Egypt, and render Caire as 
Pleaſant to thee now, as Conſtantinople was 
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ful. If thou art for an Ative Life, 
there's Buſineſs enough in that Popu- 
lous City; and Opportunities are never 
wanting to a Man that is ready to lay hold 
of them. Beſides, 'tis the Popular Chara« 
Eter of Eg9pt, That whoſoever dwells in it, 
finds an Employment ſuirable to his Inclina- 
tion. Bur it thou art: Melancholy and Con- 
templative, in my Opinion thou cou'd({t not 
have clioſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch 
a Temper. | 
Werel in thy Station, I ſhoud '\make fre- 
quent Viſits to the Pramias, and never be 
weary of ſearching out the Antiquity of thoſe 
Admirable Struftures, There is hardly any 
Thing made: by Human Art, which has put 
me upon more Imporcunate-Studies and Dif- 
uifitions, than the Original of. rhefe Sruper- 


ns Fabricks. They tar ſurpaſs in Grandeur : 


and Magnificence, the moſt Renown'd Builds 
ines of the Greek and Roman —_— even 
- in the Zezith of their moſt Flouri 
And F-wou'd fain learn, hes they were Firſt 
Erevtea, by Whom, and' for What Ends? 
For I cannot believe what Joſephus the Jew- 
;/p Hiſtorian reports of them, . That they were 
built in the Time of ſes their Lawgzver, 
and that all thoſe of the Hebrew: Nation, a- 
mounting to ſome Hundreds of Thouſands, 
were employ'd as Slaves in the Work, by the 
_— Reigning 1n Zg ypr. 
| IThaveperusd Herodotus the Grecian, Dio» 
aorus the Sicilian,.. with Strabo, Pliny, nd 
otncy 


ing State. 
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other Writers, who have all taken great 
Pains to ſearch into the Antiquity of the Py- 
ramids: Yet after all their Travel in Egypt, 
and their Converſe with the Prieſts of that 
Country, they ſeem to- have received but 
ſmall Light in this Afﬀair; leaving Things 
in Uncertainty, and not agreeing in 
their Accounts. One will have 'em, to be 
only deſign'd for Sepalchers of the Kings : 
Another ſays, they were built by Joſeph the 
Hebrew, the Vizir of Egypt, and that they 
were the Grararies where he laid up Seven 
Years Proviſion- of Corn, againſt the Famine, 
which in bis Days aMicted the Earth. Thus 
they differ in their Sentiments. And our 
Countryman 1b» Abad” Alhokm declares, That 
when he was in Egypt, he cou'd not draw 
from any of the Pr:e/ts, the leaſt Certainty 
as to the Age of theſe Pyramids, or their 
Founaers. Which made him conclude, That 
ſince there was no Memory or Footſteps of 
their Original left among Men, it is Probable 
they were built before the F/o04k 

This agrees exattly with what others of our 
Arabian Writers have deliver d concerning 
King Saxrid, who Reign'd in Egypt Three 
Hundred Years before the Deluge, They re- 
late ſtrange Things of this Prince; and a- 
mong the Reſt, That he dreamt, The Fixed 
Stars came down from Heaven to the Earth, 
overturning all Things with the Violence of their 
Precipitate Falld Being much troubl'd at this 
V:ifron, he ſent for the Prieſts and Sages; who 
when they were aſſembl'd together in theKng's 
_ Patace, 


wes 
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Palace, Aclimon their Cater, or Prince of 
the Aſtrologers, told the King, That a Year 
before, he had ſeen a Viſion which made « 
acep __ on his Mind, For, the Cele- 
ſtial Orbs appeared to deſcend ſo low as to touch 
the Earth, ſo that the Stars were ming['d 4- 
mong Men. Then he lift up his Hands above 
his Head in his Dream, #0 keep the Heaven 
from quite oppreſſing Mortals with its Weight, © 
Philſt 1 were in this Poſture, ſaid he, mwe- 
thought I adareſi d my ſelf to the San, beſeech- 
ng the Reſplendent God, to retire with all his 
Glittering Train of Lights to their Ancient 
Stations on High. Whereupon, the Sun made 
Anſwer, When IT ſhall have accompliſh'd Three 
Hunared Circuits, the Heavens will return 
to their Proper Places. 

When Aclimon had related this V:/r0, the 
King commanded the Aſtrologers to erect a 
Scheme of the Preſent Configurations Above, 
and to tell them what they Preſag'd. They 
did fo, and all agree'd, That a De/zge ſhou'd 
Firſt overflow the Whole Earth, and that 
Afterwards it ſhould be totally deſtroy d by 
Fire. 

Upon the hearing of this, they ſay K:ng 
Saxrid commanded the Pyramids to be built ;; 
carrying all his Riches into them, with the 
Tables of the Myſterious Sciences, and Laws, 
and_ whatioever was eſteem'd Precious, and 
Worthy to be preſervd from the Gene- 
ral Deſtrattion. And the Annals of Egypt 
fay, that he.commanded theſe Words $0 be 
Engraven on -them : 
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1 Saurid, laid the Foundation of 
the Pyramids, and finiſh'd them 
in Six Tears: Tet I Challenge 
any Future King, to demoliſh 
them in Six Hundred Tears ; 
Tho” it be much eaſter to Ruine, 
than to Build, TI cover'd "ens 
with Silks ; let any Man after 
ze, cover 'em with Mats, if 
he can. 


In thus aſſerting Sarrid to be the Founder 
of the Pyramids, it ought to be underſtood 
only of ſome of the Greateſt; and that other 
Succeeding Princes (perhaps afrer the Flood) 
ſpurrd on with Emulation and Defire of 
Glory, built the Reſt: Which is the only 
Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to He- 
rodotus, Diodoras and other Hiſtorians of the 
Weſt, who afſign Cheops or Chemnis, with 
Cephren, Chabryis, and Mceringas the Son of 
Chemnis, as Founders of ſome Particular Py- 
ramids. Whilſt Strabo and Pliny, aſcribe the 
Building of one to Rhodope, a Famous Strum- 
pet, or at leaſt ro ſome ot her Paramoxrs. 

Doubtleſs, there is grear Obſcurity and 
Confuſion in the Records of the Ancients, a- 
bout the Exa&t Time when theſe Illuſtrious 
Monuments were built» Whick yet is an Im- 
pregnable Argument of theix Antiquity ; _ 

WHEN 


TD Eun = 
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when One Azthor afferts this or that King 
to have built a P>ramid, Another demon. 
ſtrates the "Contrary, by proving that that 
Pyramid was in Being, long before the Days 
of the ſuppos?d Foxnaer. Neither can I find 
any Concurrence of Axthorities, fo Rational 
and exactly agreeing, as that of the Arabi. 
azs ; who all Unanimouſly deliver as a cer. 
tain Truth, That theſe Unparallell d $:rg- 
Cures, were built long before the Flood. All 
which is confirm'd by the Egyptian Annals 
themſelves, pen'd by thoſe of the Coprite Race, 
who deſcended from Coptim the Son of 11a- 
far, the Son of Ba»ſar, the Son ot Cham, the 
Son of Noah; With whom and his Family, 
Philemon the Good Prieſt made an Alliance 


by Marriage, and in their Cuſtody were the 


Recerds and Traditions of the Old World. 

But if it be granted, Dear Emnnach, that 
thoſe F:ſtories are true, which relate the 
Tranſadtions of the Kings of Egypt before 
the Flod; what Reaſon have we to call in 
Queſtion the Fragments of /danethos, a 
Prieſt of Egypt ; or the Genealogy and Succeſ- 
ſion of Egyptian Monarchs deliver'd by Hero- 
dotus; or the Chronological Regiſters of Egypt 
unfolded by Diodorws, which carry up the 
Reign of their Kings to above a Thouſand 
Years beyond any other the moſt Early Epocha 
of the Creation, except that of the Aſſrians, 
or the Interminable Aſcent of Paſt Ages in 
the Records of the Chineſe and Indians ? 

I know not what to call it, whether the 


Cowardiſe of the Intellcff, which dare not 
venture 
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venture to launch into ſo vaſt a Speculation ; 
or its Sloth, which will not take the Pains to 
unfold and ſtretch its drowzy Facx/ties on:the 
moſt Natural 74a in the World. *'Tis true 
indeed, we cannot without fome Fatigue, 
contemplate ſtedtaſtly the Erernal Exiltence 
and Duration of Things. *Tis an Immortal 
Thought, thar can franſport the Sox! back 
through ſuch an {finity of Ages. Yet the 
Pleafure is Agreeable to the Undertaking: Be- 
cauſe Truth, ſerene as the Mornings mn Eeypr, 


enlightens the Proſpect, and tempts © the 


Aid, if 'twere poſſible, to look even beyond 
Eternity it ſelf : Whereas, he that only con- 
fines his View to the Narrow Hor:z0n of Par- 
ticular Hiftories, is like a Man in a Filderneſs, 
or a low and ſhady Yale, where his Eye is 
curb'd with the Interpoſition of Thickets, Un- 
even Ground, and Envious Encloſures. For, 


ſuch are the Dark Controverſies, Inextricable. 


Difficulties, and Aﬀected Umbrages of molt 
Writers; who never durlt peep o'er the Moun- 
tains of». receiv d Opinion ; or, if they did, 
they feartully or mahicioully hide their Diſco- 
| veries from the Reit of Mortals. © Lrell thee, 
as God is Eternal, there cannot be allign'd an 
Inſtant of Time, wherein the World did not 
Exiſt. - For, the Firſt Matter flows as Natu- 
rally trom his Eſſence, as Lieht from the $7. 

If thou Adoreft any -other God bur this, 
thou wilt be found in the Number of [do/ater 5 
and [rfiaels, who pay Divine Honors to cer- 


tain Mighry Angels, Arciutetts, as they be- * 


lieve, ot the Unzver ſe 
They 
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They behold Houſes, Caſtles and Great Ci- 
ties built by Mortals, and at a certain Period 
ruin'd by Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other 
Accidents; Or deſtroy'd by the Effects of 
War : From hence they form a Notion, of the 
World's Origenal and TIS. They Con- 
ſider the Animals, Plants and Minerals, That 
every natvianal periſhes in Time, and that 
even'in_ the Heavexs there are ſtrong Symp. 
toms of Corruption and Alteration, Hence 
they colle& Arguments, to prove the Wealneſs 
and Decay of Univerſal Nature, which th 
Vainly compare to the Life of a Man, a Beaſt, 
or a Tree. And as theſe have their Appointed 
Seaſons of Birth, Growth, Maturity, Decay 
and Death; fo is it with the Univerſe. 

But all this is Sophnſtry; or, to ſpeak more fa- 
vourably,” we ought to charge it to the Ac- 
count of ſhort Meditation. For, tho' the 
Tndividuals of all Kindsare chang'd, ceaſe and 
diſappear at their Appointed Periods; Yet the 
Species or Kinds themſelves remain for Ever 
before our Eyes. As faſt as One 7a dies, 
Another is born ; and ſo 'tis with the Brutes: 
And the Seaſons of the Tear in their Proper - 
Courſe, renew all the Vegetables We find 
the Elements, the Sun, Moon, Stars and Earth 
remain Unchangeable. And why then ſhou's 
we think, they\were not always fo, and will 
not continue {o/for Ever > Or, if this be too 
bold a Stretch, let us conceive them at leaft 
much more Ancient and Durable, than the 


' are Generally thought to be. And if theſe 


Greater Baaies ſhall undergo a Change in 
their 
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their Outward Forms ; we may yet believe 
their Subſtances will remain for Ever. 

- But, whether Corporeal Beingsare thus laſt- 
ing or no, we have Something in us that cau 
never periſh. Our Souls are Immortal,” and 
need not the Embalming of Eg ype to preſerve 
'tm from Corruption. | 

Therefore, Dear /1ehemet, fince we are 
Deſtin'd to live for.Ever in one State or o- 
ther, let us not fear Death, which is but a Mi- 
nutes S/umber, a Short Trance, out of which 
we ſhall immediately Awake, to encreaſe our 

Knowledge and Experience of thoſe AHfe- 
ries and Secrets in Natxre, which at Preſent 
are hid from us- In a Word, let us live like 
wes, wo and then we may hope to die 
with the ſame Equanimity of Spirit as he did, 
who in his laſt Agonies being ask'd | by his 
Friend, Where was all his Philoſophy now t An- 
ſwer'd, 1 am j«ſt entering on a New Diſcovery 
concerning the Nature of Salt, And'with that 
Word he Expir'd. - 


Paris, 5th. of the 2d. don, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XII. 
To the moſt Venerable Muſti, 


JF the Prblick Seditions ſhou'd always con= | 
tinue, or be as frequently Renew'd as they 
have lately been at Conſtantinople; and if 
their Effe&ts ſhall be Equally Fatal to the 
Granaees, ashasbeen this laſt Horrid Mutiny 
of the So/diers; To Conegratulate. any Man's 
Riſe to an-Eminent Dignity, will be but to 
flatter him, and Addrefles of rhis Nature muſt 
be eſteem®d no better than Mock-Compli- 
ments, Civil Infults, and Faſhionable $ar- 
caſms : Since at” this Rate, Great Honours 
ought to be Took'd on no otherwiſe, but as 
direct Advances and nearer. Approaches to 
Infamy, and Death ; when a Man is Exalted 
from an Obſcure Faſtneſs, and Humble: Se- 
curity, to the Glorious Hazard of a Precipi- 
tate Fall, | 
'Tis therefore, when I come to kiſs the Duff 
of thy Feet, among the Crowd of True Be- 
lievers, and to welcome thee to the moſt Sa- 
cred and Sublime Vicarſhip on Earth ; I draw 
near with an Indifference, ſuitable to a 22uſ- 
ſalmaa , wiſhing thee not more Joy than 
Safety in that My/terions Station, but ſuch a 
Temperament of Both, as 1s due to thy S$Saz- 
Fits and Incoirrupt Aftions, In a Word, I 
wiſh thee a perpetual Immunity from thy 
Preae- 
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Preaeceſſor's Temptations,and from hisCrimes; 
and thenr- thou need'{t not fear his Misfortune 
and Diſgrace. Nd 

Let not what I have faid, pafs.for an Argu- 
ment of Difreſpect and Undurifulneſs to the 
Heir of Ptophetick and Apoſtolick Revelations, 
the Great Patriarch of the Faithful. I reve- 
rence both thy Offce and Perſon: Yet am 
Commanded to avoid Flattery and Partial 
Addrefles, when I write to the Greateſt $a- 
ges in the Empire. And had not this Injun- 
Ction been laid 0:1 me, my own Natural Tem- 
per wou'd prompt me to ſhun that Vice, 
which renders a Man fo much leſs than him- 
= by how much he exalts another above his 

ue. NE, 

I have often propos'd to thy Predeceſſor, 
the Mighty Benefit that wou'd redound to the 
whole Ottoman Empire, if Learning were 
more Encourag d and the Hiſtories of Fo- 
reign Nations were Tran(l:ted into th2 Fami- 
liar Langaage of the uſſulmans. 

Ir is hit that thoſe who are Deſtin'd to ſud- 
due All Things, and have already fpread their 
Glorious Conqueſt through the Greateſt Parr 
of the Earth, ſhou'd be acquainted with the 
Tranſabtions of Former Times, the Wars of 
Hluftrious and Brave Hero's, the Riſe and 
Fall of Ancient Kingdoms, and in General, the 
moſt Noted Revohirtions in the World, From 
ſacn Records, our Genera!s and Military Men 
may draw Examples of Fortitude and Pati- 
ence, Conduct and Prudence in all the Fa- 
tigues and Difficulties of ar. Our Srateſ- 
gs E men 
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men may Improve their Knowledge in all the 
Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requilite in 
Time of Peace. In fine, Men of all Conditions 
may learn the Precepts of Morality and Vertwe, 

Methinks 'tis Piry, that we who poſſeſs the 
Territories of the Ancient Grecians, the King- 
doms of Corinth, and the Argives; the Com- 
monwealths of Athens, and Lacedemon ; the 
Empire of Macedon, and the State of the 
Fews; ſhou'd be. Ignorant of the Zaws by 
which theſe divers Comnrics were of Cld Go- 
vern'd, and the Charatters, Lives and Ations 
of their Firſt Lawetvers and Succeeding Go-. 
VEernA ours, 

But if thou ſha!t determine, that the 
Knowledge of theſe Remote Aﬀairs is Super- 
fluous and Unneceſſary for T-#e Believers; let 
'em at leaſt not be Ignorant in their Own 
Hiſtory, and the Ortginal of their Progenitors. 

'Tis true, we A#abians have all a-long ta- 
ken Care of Our Genealogies, every Fa- 
mily and Tribe being diligent to preſerve the 
Memory of their' Anceſtors ; and all concur 
with an Unanimous Zeal to Regiſter the Holy 
Lineage of JAahomet, the Meſſenger of God, 
So that we can from his Father Abdalla, run 
up in a dire&t Paternal Line to Caydar, the 
Second Son of Tſmael (on whom be the Bene- 
d:Hons of Ged.) We are not Ignorant, how 
this Caydar (from whom the Noble Core? s de- 
rive their Pedigree) Firſt ſetl'd at Jdecca, in 
pure Devotion to the Square Temple, which 
was built by Age/s: When he might as well 
have choſen the more Fertile Plains of deasrn, 

| Per ia, 


», 
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Perfia, and Afſyria, as did his Brethren Doa- 
ma, Naphis and Redma. Bur he forefaw by 
his Skill in Af#rolegy, that the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Regions would be Jdolaters. And ſoit 
came to paſs: For, they were in the Num- 
ber of thoſe who Ador'd the Fire. For the 
{ame Reaſon he choſe not for his Seat, Arme- 
ia, though that Country be Renowned for 
the Reſting of Noah's Ark on Mount Gendis, 
and the Famous City Themanine, or the 
Work of Eighty, being the Firſt City builr 
after the Delyge, by the Eighty who Eſcap'd 
in the Ark. But Caydar knew that the Peo- 
ple of that Province ſhou'd worſhip the Sun: 
And it. was Verifyd in the Pofterity of his 
Brethren, Nabſam, and Maſna. Theretore he 
choſe Mecea,t ough a Barren Comntry becauſe 
he knew it- was the Seat Predeſtin'd to the. 
Ele Lineage, the Generation of Juſt Men 
and Prophets, from whom was to ſpring the 
Light of the World, Mahomet, who in Pa- 
raaiſe is called 4! Batrafim, and in Heaven 
Achmet, 

Cazdar was the Onely Sou of Iſmael, who 
took Part with his Father, and follow'd his 
Example, Worſhipping One God, Creator of 
the orlds, as he had learn'd by Tradition 
from Abrahim the Beloved of the Frernal : 
Whereas Nabayath, Abdael, Thema, and the 
Reſt of the Twelve, either Ador'd the Sun, 
Aon and Stars, or the Elements; except 
Jackour, who paid Divine Honours to the 
Tree Betlemer; and Hadal and Maſſa, who 
facriticd Beaſts to the Idols Bohinan and 
Alleze. L 4 And 
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And as our Hiſtorians have been thus Par- 

ticularly exact in Recording the Afﬀairs of 
the Twelve Sons of 1/mae!; fo have they 
ſhew'd themſelvesno leſs preciſe, .in relating 
the TranſaGtions of the Twelve Tribes which 
deſcended from them, even down to the Pre- 
ſent Ape. 

I do not infift on this, to teach thee fome- 
thing whereof r10u art Ignorant ; bur ro put 
thee in Mind of the Beneht and Advantage, 
beſides the vaſt Delight which accrues to a 
Nation by thus preferving the Memoirs of 
thew Anceſtors. In which, my Connti'ymen 
have exceeded the Fidelity and Care of all 
other People. 

Had itnot been for the Induſtry of 4rabran 
Writers, the Hiſtory. of the whole Saracen 
Empire, the Succeſſion of the Caliphs,. with 
their Pars and Conqueſts, would have been 
either quite loſt to this Age, or at leaſt much 
deprav'd and fallify!d by the Malice of Chr:- 
ſtian and Perſian Axthors, both Equally E- 
nemies to the Truth. By which it 18 Evi-' 
dent, -that every 1Vation ought to Regiſter 
their own Tranſattions. Rs 

What therefore I chiefly aim at is, That 
the Glorious Oſmans, who have by their Va- 
lour -enter'd into the Poſſe/tons and Territo- ' 
ries of many Ancient Nations, might alſo be 
acquainted with-the Hiftorres of thoſe People 
whoſe Lands they Enjoy: But, above all, I 
wiſh, that after they have found a way to fo 
much Wealth and Honour, they would not 


loſe themſelves, and their ewn Original. 
. I ſpeak 
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I ſpeak ofthe T»rks properly ſo call'd ; the 
Deſcendants of the. Scythians, who by ſome 
were eſteem'd the moſt An:ient Nation on 
Earth ; a People form'd by Natare for the 
Empire of the World; were never Conquer'd 
themſelves, yet ſpread their ViRtories over 
all Afa. They.routed Zopyrio, a General of 
A'exander the Great; and drove back a huf-- 
fing King of Egypt, with Shame and Loſs, to 
his own Country: In fine, they were a Peo- 
ple Naturally Juſt, Temperate, Hardy and 
Endu'd with all the, Excellent Qualities, 
which the Philoſophy of the' Greeks and Ro- 
#14ns cou'd never Inſpire into their Sr5jefts, 
though they aim'd at it. 

Theſe were the People, O Oracle of Be- 
lievers, from whom the preſent Turks de- 
ſcend.: And is it not a Shame, that they can - 
give no other Account of their Anceſtors, but 
what they borrow from the Chri/t:ans, who: 
in the mean Time reproach the /fnſſulmans. 
with Jenorance and Barbariſm ? 

'Tis for this Reaſon I renew the ſame Re-. 
queſt to thee, which I often made to thy 
Preaeceſſor, that Learning raay be encourag'd, 
Let all the Ancient Records and Hiſtories of 
the Greeks and Romans be ſought out and 
Tranſlated, by Men skillful in Langzages, in- 
tothe Familiar Speech of the Ottomans. Some, 
I know, . are already Common among the 
Grandees, as Herodotus, Platarch and others ; 
but, let not. any. Credible Writer be wants 
ing. 


L's In 


* n 
ER 


26. Letters Writ by Vol. V. 


In doing this, thou wilt put a Check to the 
5 coffs of rfide/s, augment the Honour and 
Intereſt of the /Moſelmans, and leave an Im- 
mortal Name behind thee on Earth : Which 
will make thy Joys in Paradiſe more ſweet 
to an I»finity of Hges. 


Paris, 19th. of the 3d, con, 
of the Tear 1657. 


- —_—— 
—————_— 


LETTER XIII. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Ac L Exnrope, except the , French and 
Suedes, hangs down' the Head for the 
Death of the German 'Emperour. He went 
to the /mmortals, on the 2d. Day of this. 
Aon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, and For- 
ty Nine Years Lite on. Earth. 

Nathan Ben Sadai, the Agent of the Port, ' 
at Vienna, informs me, That on the ſame 
Day- whereon the Emperoar died, the Impe- 
rial Palace took Fire on.a ſudden, and with 
ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it was 
preſently cbnſum'd;. and the King of Hwn- 
gary and Bohemia, the Emperour's Son, nar- 
rowly eſcap'd with his Life. This 1s efteem'd. 
a bad Omen to. the Empire. And without 
being Swperſtitions, I can aſſure thee, That 
Germary 1s in. a very bad Condxion at this: 
TJuneture. 
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Junfture» The Elkforr are: fo divided: on - 
the Score of Religion, and. their Secular In- 
tereſts and Allyances, That in all Probabi- 
liry, they will not with Eaſe decide the Suc- 
celſion- 

The Duke of Brandenburgh having United 
himſelf to the Swedes, will not conſent to the 
Inſtalling Leopoldus Jegnatins Foſephus, the 
Emperonr's Son, becauſe that Prince ſupports 
the Cauſe of the Poles, and Danes. The Pa- 
latine of Heydelberg and Dake of Bavaria, 
are at odds about their Private Pretenfions. 
The Dzke of Saxony wou'd fain be Emperonr - 
himſelf, or have one at leaſt of the Lutheran 
Religion : And the Reſt are fo incens'd againſt * 
the Houſe of Auſtria, that it is thought, 
none but the Eccleſraſtich Princes will vote 
for the King of Hungary and Bohemia. So 
that there being no King of the Romans to 
claim the Succeſſion Laws of the En: 
pire, the Throne is li Vacant yet a 
while. Po 
Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all Op-- 
portunities to Aggrandize his after, has 
diſpatch'd away ſeveral Comnriers into Germany, 
to negotiate privately with the Eleftors, and : 
concert thoſe Meaſures, which will be moſt 
for the Intereſt of France. And I tell thee, .- 
this PHniſter has no ſmall Influence on the. 
Eleftor of Colen, and Prince Palatine of the 
Rhine. Befides, thou wilt ſay, he goes the. 
Right Way to Work, when thou ſhalt know, . 
that he makes Ute of the French Gold. to - 
eompals his Deſtgns- " 

0 . 
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No ſooner did the News of the Emperor's 
Death arrive at this Coxrt, but it was obſery'd | 
the Carainal took up a Hundred Thouſand 
Piſtoles, of the Publick Bangmiers in this Ci- 
E And every Body gueſs d how 'twou'd be \ 
iſpos'd. 
The Portugueze Embaſſador at this Conrt, 
has caus'd Extraordinary Fire-works to be 
play'd on the River S:yze before the Palace 
of the King, in Honour of his faſter's Coro. 
nation, the Young King of Portugal. But, 
th- Spaniards are preparing more deſtrugtive 
Fire- works on the Frontiers of that Kingdom, 
being ready to enter it with an Army of Six- 
teen Thouſand Men, to recover- the Porta- 
gueze Crown. 

In ſending thee theſe Intelligences, Sage 
Miniſter, Iam not concern'd for the Infidels. 
Whacdies or who lives, whoriſes or who falls, 
1s all one to Mahmut, provided the Grand 
S$:gnior's Health, Life and Happineſs be aug- 
mented. And this I ſpeak as an Arabian and 


Trae Believer. 


Paris, 3oth. of the 4th. Ion, 
of the Near 1657. 


LETTER 
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| To Raba Mahomet, General of the- 
Ottoman Forces, at hjs Camp xear 
Adrianople. 


HE Sacred Empire of Trae Believers, 

is beſet at this Time with »fide/s, Rebels 
and. Hereticks, Here are many Rumours- 
ſpread abroad concerning. the. Perſians, and. 
the Intereſt they have in the Baſſa and .Citi- . 
zens of Babylon. They talk: alſo, - that ſome 
| Male-contents deſign Things which ought not- 
tobe nam'd. 

God has given me Two Ears, and I hear 
theſe Diſcourſes with both, but I entertain 
them-with one Linchangeable Judgment, That 
they are only the Whiſpers of Fame, which 
has a Thouſand Double Topgues. -If it be 
true, that the Four- Chiaxſes- who were dil- 
patch'd to Babylon from the Grand Signtor, to 
confirm the Inhabitants of that City in their 
Allegiance, and affure them of ſpeedy Suc- 
cours,were Murder'd by the diſfloyal Citizens ;. 
I doubt not but 'tis as true, That the Plagne: 

| has conſum'd the Greateſt Part of the Red- 
/ heads in their Camp at Aranſacat. What tho! 
theſe ZBabyloman Mungrels cry, Long. Live the 
King of Perſia! The reſt of the Empire with 
true Zeal and. Devotion, pray tor the Health 
| and Proſperity of the Grand Signior. wm 
tho' 


” 
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tho' the Sultan has ſworn by God and his 
Throne, by the Heavens and Earth, That he- 
will go againſt the Yenetians in Perion ! The 
Aufti can eaſily abſolve him in; Caſe of Sy- 
preme Neceſſicy, when his Preſence is requi- 
ſite againſt the more Accurſed Ky/{6aſch:. 

'Tis probable, the Oſman Ionarchy may 
be much embaraſs'd by Domeſtick Troubles, - 
and” Foreign Wars : Yet he that founded it, 
and is the Conſervator 'of Ages, will out of 
theſe very Diſtempers'and Evils, produce a 
good Conſtitution of Health in the State, 
_ and a Firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt all Ene- 
mies- | 

In the mean while, the Yenetiars are very 
buſy in their Levies-at Home, and in making 
Intereſts abroad. + Comriers are perpetually 
poſting up and down Chriſtendom, to and 
from that City- They wou'd willingly have 
all the Buſineſs of Exrope ft ded for their 
Sakes, Every where 'tis whifperd, There's 
fome Grand Defign a foot againſt the 7k: ; 
but no body knows what. And I tell thee, 
France, Spain, Germany, Poland, Sueden, and 
the Reſt of rhe Nazarene Kingdoms, are too . 
much entangl'd among themſelves, to have 
any Thoughrs of medling with Remote Af- 

airs. 

The Poles wou'd have had the German Em. 
perowr taken that Crown in Vaſlalage, on 
Condition of Protecting it from the Seae-. 
But, whilſt the Emperouy was alive, he 
weigh'd the Difficulties, and refus'd ſo Charge- 
able an Offer. Now, he is lately dead, _ 

th 
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the Empire is hardly capable to defend it 
(lf. diving 

Differences are newly riſen between the Duke 
of Bavaria, and the Eleftor Palatine of Hey- 
delbarg ; each claiming the Right to be Vicar 
of the Empire during the Facancy. And they - 
are preparing on both Sides, to difpute the 
Matter with the Sword: Whilſt the Kg of 
Sxeden ſmiles ſecretly at their Þrteſtine Quar- 
rels, refolving to bereveng'd on Germany, for 
the Aſſiſtance they. have given to Caſomir King 
of Poland. 

- At the ſame Time, the Dare: are a_ 
and Equipping by Sea and Land, to Deman 
Juſtice of the Swedes. Whilſt the cunning 
Moſcovite ſtands aloft, amufing all Parties 
with fpecious Pretexts, but defigning only to 
play his own Game, and eſpouſe that Quar- 
rel, which- will bring him moſt Booty. Prince 
Ragotsks, promiſes tair to the Sedes, but 'tis 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The 
Counſels of theſe Vncirexmciſed, are full of 
Treachery ; They are irifatuated; blinded, and. 
know not what they do-- 

The Caſe isas bad in Spais, where the King 
1s making vaſt Preparatioris to enter Portz- 
gal, and claim that Crown, hoping to make 
Advantage of their Dimeftich Factions ſince 
rhe Death of Dom Tuan de Braganza, the 
late Portugweſe King : Not conſidering, that 
the French are like to find him Work enough 
in Italy, Flanders and. Catalonia; befides = 
Continual Damages he receives by Sea from 
the En9/5/h, and the Loſſes. he ſuſtains in A- 


merica.. 
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werica.. I tell thee in a Word, all Zxrope is 
at this Time in ſuch a Hurly-Burly, that 
they . have no Leiſure to attend our Motions 
in the Zaſt; every Kingdom and State being. 
wholly buſy'd in their own Afﬀairs., And 
Venice can rely. on- Nothing but- her own. 
Strength. | 

Go on then Brave General of the Army de-- 
ſtin'd.to Chaſtiſe theſe I»fidels 3 and let .no- 
- thing diſcourage thee, from purſuing the 

Aims of Honour and Religion. Let the proud 
Franks know, That there is a Sword drawn 
in the Eat which will never be put up, till 
it has not only cut off the Exteriour Mem- 
bers, but even ript up the Bowels of the e- 
ftern Empire. 

The Inhabitants of Sicily are in great Con- 
ſternation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruption of 
Fire fron Mount eAitna, or Mount Gibel, 
whereby the City CataneaandAdjacent Parts, 
are much in Danger, and the Aſhes are ſcat- 
ter'd all over the land. This Mountain has 
at Times flam'd torth in. an Extraordinary 
Manner from Immemorable Ages; andin all 
Probability, will. continue to do ſo till the 
Day of Judgment. , 

There is hike to be a New Quarrel between 
Franceand Holland ; The latter complaining; 
that they have had above Three Hundred 
Hterchant-Ships taken from'em by the Fench 
within theſe Seven Years Upon which they 
have ſtopt Two Veſlels belonging to. this 
Kinediom,and Miſunderſtandings encreaſe apace 
between them. , 

n 
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In the mean Time, the German Conrt is 
preparing to chuſe a New Emperonr. . His 
$0x is the Perſon deſign'd for this Dignity, if 
the Elefors do not oppoſe it. His Name is 
Leopoldus Ignatins Joſephus, King of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia. He lies fick of a dange- 
rous Diſeaſe, not leſs loathſome than the 
Plague. 

And nowI have mention'd this Scourge of 
God, it will not be amiſsto inform thee, thar 
in Rome and Naples, where it has rag'd theſe 
Eleven Moons, and has deſtroy'd a Hundred 
and Eighty Thouſand People; 'tis not now 
to be heard of : Commerce is-reſtor'd ;. P-ub- 
lick Courts fit ; Ambaſſadors have Audience z 
and all Things run in their wonted Channel: 
Yet in Genoxa, they feel it ſtill. 

The Sozls of theſe I»fidels are InfeRted with 
an Iyfernal Peſtilence, and therefore God rains 
Curſes on ther; whilſt the Eleft in all Na- 
tions, are preſerv'd from all Evil, being mark'd. 
in the Forehead by the Angel of Health, 


Paris, 15th» of the 5th. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1657+. | 
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LETTER XV. 


To Cara Halt, Phyſician fo the Grand 
Signior, * 


Have encounter'd a Pallage in the F:/tory of 

the Firſt Ca/phs, which a little entangles 
_ me. My Faihis disjoynted. Thou know ſt, 
we Mſſulmans believe, that Abu Becre was 
the True Succeſſor of the Propher. Yet when 
TI confider, that he attain'd the Sovereignty by 
Surprize without the Conſent of the Jſ»ſſul- 
mans, I know not what to think of it. 

After the Death of the Meſſenger of God. 
the Inhabitants'of Mecca and Medina rais' 
a Sedition, and took up Arms, each Chal- 
lenging the Right of E/e#/o» to themſelves. 
When, to prevent the 111 Conſequences of 
this Tumult, Abs. Becre and Omar imme- 
diately came to them ; and to end the Con- 
troyerſy, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to 
Abu-Becre, ſaluted him Catph, and lifring up 
his Hand to Heaven, {wore Alegiance to him. 
Which Example ſuddenly prevaikd on others, 
and fo the Tumult was a 'd. Yet, Omar 
himſelf ſeem'd to repent of what he had done : 
For -a while after he was heard to ſay, 4/- 
faredly, the Inauguration of Abu-Becre was 4 
Raſh, Unadvis Thing ; God avert the Evil 


which may refult from it» But, let it. be 4 
Law, That if any one hereafter ſhall preſume 
. 0 
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to do as 1 have done, and ſwear Fealty to ano- 
ther without the Alſent of the Ilnſſulmans, he 
ſhall be put to Death, 

But, that which is of greateſt Moment 
with me, is, that 4/: Eb'n Ab; Taleb the Son- 
in-Law of the gary was -not preſent at 
this Elefton, who had as much Right to the' 
Caliphate, as any of them, it not more: At 
leaſt he had a Right to Vote» And when he 
firſt heard . the News, he proteſted againſt 
what ny had done as Null and Invalid, in 
Regard they had not confulted him. Cer- 
tainly, Ali Eb'n Abi Taleb was a Matchleſs 
Hero, perform a of Valour in De- 
fence of the Prophet. When he belieg'd Chat- 
bar, a City of the Jews, he took the Gates of 
the City from off their Hinges, and us'd them 
as his Shield, When he brandiſh'd his Glit- 
tering Sword, he made his Enemies tremble. 
I will not tay more in his Praiſe, leſt thou 
ſhould'& conclude, I have liſted my felt in the 
Number of the X5z:/ Baſhi. What T write, 
is only by Way of Scrutiny, being diffitisfi 
about theſe Th 

So when Abx-Becre lay on his Death-bed, 
. he call'd for Othman Eb'n Aphan the Scribe, 
and bid him write as follows: © In the Name 
* of God, Gracious and Merciful; This is 
* the Teſtament of AbdollaY Ebn Abu Koha- 
* pha, when he was arrivd to the Laſt Hour 
* of this World, and the Firſt of the World 
| - _ Then x thr So_ 

ile Othman proceeded,and wrote ame 
of Omar Ebno'l Chattab- Then ae" 
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awak'd ; and asking Orhman, Whom he had 
named. for his-Succeſſor; He reply'd, Omar. 
Thou haſt done well, (aid he, and: according to 
my Mind. Tet, if thou had(t- named thy felf, 
aſſurealy, thou art worthy of the Honour. Thus 
Omar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the Pri- 
vate Order of Abz-Becre, without asking the - 
Conſent of the foſelmans, It looks like a 
Contrivance or Bargain between theſe Two 
at Firſt. When Omar ſwore Fealty to Abu- 
Gecre, one wou'd ſuſpe&t he made him pro- 
miſe to bequeath the Ca#phate to him. Be 
it how it will, thou ſeeſt Omar accepted the 
Government, on Conditions which he himſelf 
had-made Unlawful, when he prohibited any 
Srucceſſion that would 'be made withour the 
Conſent. of the /Auſſulmans; He was the 
Firſt: that was call d Amiro lmamenin, or. 
Commander of the Faithfal. 

It is reported, that ' when Omar was near 
his Death, thoſe that ſtood about him defir'd 
him to name his Szcceſſor, they themſelves re- 
commending 4/i Eb» Abi Taleb, becauſe of 
his Re/ation to the Prophet. But he rejected 
him, and committed the Ele&:on of his Sc- 
ceſſar to Othman, Ali, \Telha, Azobair, Abs. 
Obeid, and Saad Eb'n Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid 
therefore coming to Ali. En Abi Taleb,” laid 
thus to him, Art thou he to whom 1 may ſwear 
Fidelity, that thou wilt aft _—_— to the Book 
of Gad,, and the Laws of his Prophet, and the 
Conſtitutions of the Two Seniors ? Ali anſwer'd, 
T will ever att according to the Book of God, and 
the Law of bis. Prophet ; but. as to the Conſtitu- 


0108S 
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tions of the Two Seniors, 'T will follow my own 
Counſel. Then Abu*Obeia going to'Othmay, 
faid the ſame Words: And Orhman promis'd 
to perform all that they requir'd. So they 
choſe_ Othman to ſucceed Omar in the Cal;- 
phate. He was accus'd of too great Partiali- 
ty to thoſe of his Blood ; For he recall'd Ha- 
cem Ebnel As Eb'n Omaih, whom the Prophet 
had baniſh'd. He gave him alſo a Hundred 


"Thouſand A/pers, and to Hbdalla Eb'n Chaled, 


he gave Forty Thouſand. - They tax'd him 
alſo with Pride, in. that he fate in the Higheſt 
Seat of the Prophetick Throne,where none but 
the Foly Prophet himſelf had ever fate: For, . 
Aba-Becre, in Reverence to the 1eſſenger of 
Ged, fate One Step'below it, and Omar, Two 
So that the Arabians being*Incens'd at Oth- 


man's Arrogance and other Vices, took up 


Arms, and kill'd him- Then ſucceeded A/s. © 
I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou 
may*{t know the particular Grounds of my 
DiſſatisfaCtion, and give me - thy Opinion in 
this Matter. For; if Ab--Becre, Omar, and 
Othman, were Unlawfully lifted to the Cati- 
phate, it follows, that they were V/zrpers, and 
Hal: the only True Succeſſor of the Prophet. 
And, if this be-granted, then we have no Rea- 
ſon to Curſe the Per/ians, who are the Follow- 
ers of Hali. God knows which is in the Right, 
We or They. Weallare Di/ciples of-the Pro- 
phet,and believe in the Unity of the Divine 
Eſſence. | 
God bleſs Manomet our Law-giver, with all 
thoſe of his: Houſe; God bleſs Mahomet our 


Glorious 


238 
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Paris, 15th. of the 5th Mon, 
of the Tear 1685. 
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Glorious Sultax ; In fine, God bleſs thee 


LETTER XVI 
To Cara Muſtapha, Baſla. 


Y the Notices which I receive from Cor- 

| andy, it appears that the Ground 
of all the Paxb/ick Diſcontents in that City, 
is the Yenetians Conqueſt and Poſſeſſion 
Tenedos: As if the People thought that Iſlan, 
wou'd prove as Fatal now to the vſſulmans, 
as it was formerly to Qld 7709, when the 


 Grecians under the Conduft of Agamemnen, | 


pitch'd their Firſt Camp there, to recover 
Helena the Faireſt Woman of Greece, whom 
Paris the Prince of Troy had Raviſh'd from 
her Husband's Embraces. | 
That Rape was Fatal to the Troqans: For, 
after a Ten Years War, their City was taken 
by Stratagem, and burnt to Aſhes: Their 
Princes and Nobles either all (lain, or. carry d 
away Captives by the Vittorious Greeks 
Onely «Areas fav'd his Father alive, carry- 
ing him on his Back out of the Flames, and 
with ſome other Commanders, elcapd to Sea 
in ſuch Veſſels as they found ready. The H- 


ftory 
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gf all his Adventures, is too tedious for 
a Letter, Suffice it to fay, that after man 
Voyages from one Region to another, at: 
he landed in 1ta/y, where he and his Come 
pany ſetled; And from them the Yenetians, 
wit ory People of Emrope, derive their 
Orig, 

'Tis this make their preſent Poſſeſſion of 
Tenedos, appear as an Ill Omen, in the Eyes 
of the Superſtitions. As if thoſe Reliques of 
Ancient Troy, were now come to recove the 
Habitations of Fathers, and drive both Greeks 
and Mvſſulmans out of the Empire _ 

But, theſe are onely Chimera's, and Dreams; 
For, when a Natjon is once diſplanted from 
their Native Seat, they feldom or never take 
Root there again. Beſides, who knows whe- 
ther the Yenetians deſcend from Troy, or 
no2 © 'Tis true indeed, if Hiſtorians ſpeak 
Truth, That «near fail'd into Jah, Two 
Years after the Burning of Troy: 'Tis proba- 
ble alſo, that he built Lavininm; as Padua is 
aſcribd to Antenor, one of his Captains. But 
where's the Conſequence, that the Yenetians 
ſhou'd therefore be the Off: ſpring of He- 
rock Fugitives ? They may as well fay, the 
French ae the Poſterity of the Afoors, becauſe 
thoſe Africans once ſeated themſelves' in 
Spain, For, juſt ſo Independent are the States 
of Italy, one of another, and their Inhabi- 
tants of as different Genealogies, as are theſe 


Two Potent Kingdoms, with the Peo 
that well in them Ie 


And 
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And now the 7r9jan .War is in my Mind, 
I cannot but ſmile at-the Egregious Folly 
of 4jax, the Son' of Telawon. This was a 
Great Commanaer in the Greciaz Army, a 
huge, brawny, Giant-like Fellow,” that had 

form'd Prodigies of- Strength agd Valour 
in combating the 779jans, an yet at lalt, fell 
upon his own Sword and kill'd himſelf, be- 
cauſe he cou'd not have his Will of Vhſſes ; 
and all about an Old Ruſty Backer, taken 
from the Enemy, which. hax claim'd as his 
Right, in Reward of his Meritorious Ser- 
vices, and the many Scars he had receiv*d. 
But Vhſſes over-rul'd the . Council of War, 
which was call'd on Purpoſe to decide this 
Quarrel, and got thegSh:e/d himſelf. For, be- 
ing a cunning, plauſible Fellow, he pleaded, 
That though the Courage and brave Attions 
of Ajax deterv'd all due Honour and Acknow- 
kdgment; yer the Surprize of 77oy and end- 
ing the War, was onely owing to his Wit 
and Contrivance, who deluded. the 7rojaxs 
with a #ooden Horſe, in the Belly of which 
hya Detachment of Armed Men ; ard theſe, 
after the Hor/e was admitted into the City; 
came out of their Neſt in the Dead of the 
Night, and ſet Fire to the Houſes,opening the 
Gates alſo to the Grecian Army. 

It the Yenetians cou'd invent ſome ſuch 
Stratagem, perhaps there wou'd be Danger 
of their taking Conſtantinople :- But, till then, 
Ttlu ftrious Baſfa, there's no. Rcafon to fear 
theſe I:fadels * Beſides, m will be very eaſy 


to diſpoſltis 'em of that Ominous and, _ 
0 
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fo diſſipate the Charm which has bewitch'd 
the Seditious Rabble. Bur 1 wou'd counſel, 
that it be attempted in Time, betore the Fe- 
netians are got into the Hellsſpoxt with their 
Navy: For, there's no Succeſs againit theſe 
Infidels by Sea. That Element, it ſeems, 1s 
the Mife of the Drke of Verice; being E- 
ſpous'd with a Ring and other Solemn Cere- 
monies, on a certain Feſtival of the Naza- 
renes. 

One wou'd think alſo, that the Erg/i/ 
had made ſucceſsful Love tro the Sea ; For, 
their Navies are always proſperous, We 
have freſh News come in, of an Encounter 
between them and the Spani/h Weſt- India 
Fleet, near the Iſland of Tenerif]; wherein 
there were Seventeen of the Span; Ships 
ſunkand burnt, and among them were Five 
great Galleons. They took from them an 
Immenſe Treaſure of Gold and Silver, with 
other coſtly Merchandiſe 

The French Court rejoyces mightily at this 
Exploit ; not in any Real Love to the En- 
86h, but in Hatred of the Spaniards, For, 

etween theſe Two Nations, there ſeems ro 
be an Irreconcilable Antipathy. Beſides, the 
French have Reaſon of State tor their ſoy, be- 
ing in League with- the Exgli/h Common- 


- wealth, 


That which renders this Vitory the more 
Remarkable, is, that it was obtain'd in a Sp.1- 
niſþ Harbour, the Port of Santa Cruz, in Te- 
neriff. Every one extols the Engliſh Cum. 
mander for a very brave _ His Name 

is 
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is Blake. - TI am the more Particular in- this 
Relation, becauſe thou art expert in- Marine 
Afairs, having had the Command of the In. 
vincible Ottoman Armad. 

There is a Poſ# newly come in from Geyr- 
many, who informs us, that the King of Sue- 
den and PrinceRagotski, have taken theſtrong 
Fort of Brzeski Liteasks from the King of 
Poland. | 

The Portvgueſe Embaſſador at. this Court, 
prefles the K:»g with much Earneſtneſs, to 
tend Aids to his 1aſter ; in Regard the Spa- 
»:ards are actually enter'd into Portugal, and 
have taken O/zvenza, a City of that King- 
aom. 

[ tormerly acquainted the Afnifters of the 
Divan, that the X7ag of Spain had caus'd all 
the People of his Kingdom to be Numbred : 
Now I tell thee farther, That in Order to car- 
ry on the War effeCtually againſt Portagal; 
this Monarch has commanded the 5th. Man in 
every Family to take up Arms, and follow 
the Campagre. At which Rate, they ſay, he 
_ -- a Hundred Thouſand Men in the 
Field, 

In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here at 
preſent 1s, concerning the Siege of Afontmeai, 
a very {trong Place in Flanaers. It was In- 
veſted by the French Army on the 11th of 
tis Afocn, under the Command of Mareſ- 
chal de la Ferte Seneterre. - 

F ance tas ſent a gre?t many Brave Gene- 
ra's into the Field this Symmer ; and I per- 
ce.y., the Baſſas of the Ottoman Empire ate 

nor 
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not like to tarry at home. God inſpire thee, 
and thy Equals, with 2 Reſolution "which 
knows no /Medinm between Victory and a 
Glorious Death. 


Paris, 26th. of the 6th. Afoon, 
of the Near 1657. 


LETTER XVII. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 
| Vienna. 


ſi! Spas Beginning of thy Letter ſurpriz'd 
me with wonder, when. Read that a 
Chiaxs from the Grand Signioy, the Sovereign 
of  Sovereigns, Lord of Three Empires, and 
Five and Twenty Kingdoms, ſhou'd have the 
Diſhonour, not to find Admitrance within 
the Walls of Vienna; and that in a Time 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to pro- 
voke a Foreign War, being ſufficiently em- 
barraſs'd with Domeſtick Troubles Bur, 
when I read farther, and perceiv'd, That no 
Embaſſador, nor even of the Chriſt:an Prin- 
ces, has any more Privilege at this Juncture ; 
and that it is an Eſtabliſh'd Law ot the Em- 
fire, thus to. reverence the 44aje/ty of their 
deceas'd Soverezgn, and conſutt the Satety of 
rne next Election ; I ceas'd to referit this any 
longer as an Indignity to our Great Adafter, 

M 2 and 
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and only concluded it to be ſome 1ſtery of 
the Auftrian State, paſy 
Ir is. an Argument of profound Reſpect to 
the imperial Ghoſt, That the Churches are all 
hung with AZfoxrning, throughout the Here- 
ditary Dominions, and that no Aſuſick is per- 
mitted either in the Temples or elſewhere ; no 
ſollity or Mirth, till the F#xeral Obſequies 
are perform'd, and the Body of Czar is 
an 1n'd to the Place of its Everlaſting Re- 
poſe. + | 
As to the Quartel between the Dhe of Ba- 
varia, and Prince Palatine, about the Vica- 
riate; there's much to be ſaid on both Sides: 
And it ought tobe a Thing Indifferent to thee 
and me, which of thoſe Two gets the Vifto- 
ry. Yet, for the Sake of Truth, I will tell 
rhee in Short, what I have collected out of the 
Fournal of Carcoa, thy Preatceſſor, and out 
of other /emoirs, as they came to my 
Hands. | 
It appears then, that by the Golden Bull of 
Charles V. this Dignity was declar'd Inherent 
in the. Palatinate Family, in Right of their 
Poſſeſſion of that Principality ; and that it had 
been ſo for many Ages, even before there 
were any El/efers Eſtabliſh'd in the Emprre. 
'Tis upon this Ground the preſent Elettor Pa- 
[atinate claims it» But on the other Side, it 
1s as manifeſt, that when /1ſaximilian the Fa- 
ther of the Preſent Dake of Bavaria was In- 
veſted with the Eleftoral Dignity, it was In- 
ſerted in the Imperial Bull, that the YVicege- 
rency of the Empire, during an _—_ 
ou” 
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ſhou'd henceforth belong to that” Famih, 
Yet, this Grant was again diſannull'd by the 
late OLE at Manſter. And fo the Bu- 
fineſs is left in Diſpute between theſe Two 
Families, He of Bavaria traſts to his 
Strength and Riches, being alſo back'd by the 
Ecclefufick Princes; whilſt the other only 
confides in the Juſtice of his Cauſe, the Right 
of Unqueſtionable Inhericance. 

Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to profe- 
cute their ſeveral Claims, Ill tell thee, what 
makes the freſheſt Noiſe in this City, is an 
Attempt which the Priace of Conde made 
lately on the Town of Calais, a Sea-Port of 
this Kingdom. He had receiv'd certain Intel- 
ligence, that the Governoar. had ſent out the 
beſt Part of the Garriſon to fortify Aradres, 
a Place not far from Cala, and ſuppos?d to 
be in greater Danger; Upon this News, the 
Prince march'd with great Expedition, de- 
fgning to ſurprize Calaii by Night- But he 
was diſcover d before he came near them ; 
and the Inhabitants taking up Arms, appear- 
ed on the Walls and Ramparts to welcome 
him, ſo that lie was forc'd to retire again with 
the Loſs of near a Thouſand Men. 

Here are Two Men come out. of England, 
that pretend to be Prophets, foretelling the 
Downfal of the Pape, whom they call Avnts- 
Chriſt, a Beaſt, a Dragon, and I know not 
how many other Titles. One of them is gone 
to Rowe, to tell the Holy Father to his Face 
what is like to befall him. The French Conrt 
looks upon them as Mad Men; and no Body 

M 3 can 
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can eſteem them better, if they go to Rome, 
where they will-Infallibly fall into the Hands 
of the 1nq#i/ition; which, thou know it, is a 
Hell upon Earth. Thy Brother Aaona; felt 
the Smart otit,only for Twoor Three Words, 
utter d in Contempt of their Religion ; And 
tho' he was not:Condemn'd to Death, yet he 
{ufferd a tedious Imprifſonment ; till at 
Length, the Plagze releas'd, him both from 
that, and the Chains of this Mortal Life. 
Nathan, it he had dy'd by the Stroke of the 
#xecuttoner, or by. Fire, the Common Death 
of thoſe who:rail at the Rowan Faith, I cou'd) 
- not pronounce: him. a Adartyr, unlets it were 
to his own Folly and Raſhneſs; fince he was 
not plac'd there ro make Pre/elztes, either to 
the Law of Moſes or Mahbomet, but to pene- 
trate into. the Secret. Tranſactions of the Z9/- 
lowers of Feſt. oO 
Thy BuGneſs is the ſame at Vienna; purſue 
. thatwith Alacrity, and God ſhall ol thee 
from all Adverfity» | 


Paris, 9th. of the 5th. ſcorn, 
of the Tear, 1657+ 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Melec Amet. 


| Welcome thy Return to the Earth again : 
For it appears by thy Letter, that thou 
haſt been in the Other World. *'T were to be' 
wiſh'd, thou woud'it favour the Living, 
with a Zoxrnal of thy Travels and Obſerva- 
11095 among the Dead. Thoſe Regions of Si- 
lence, wou'd aftord Matter of Noiſe enough 
to Mortals, that are always greedy of Fo- 
reign News. Perhaps if thou wou'dit com- 
manicate the Remarks thou haſt made du- 
ring that Ramble of thy $o#/, we might 
find out ſome Method of Correſpondence be- 
tween Onur Wirld, and that [nwifible State, 
We might contrive a Way to ſend Diſpatches: 
to our Friends, and to receive their Anſwers 
again. Or, at l-aſt we mighr make ſome 
> rray Diicoveries, in that Empire of Sha- 
OW 1s 

But tell me ſeriouſly, doſt thou think that it 
was any more than a Zr7ance or Dream that 
has happen'd to thee > Such as frequently falls 
out in Adelancholy Conſtitutions ? I once in- 
form'd Cara Hal; the Phyſician, of ſuch av 
Accident as this not far from Paris, It was of 
a Man that had lain Five and Thirty Hours 
as Dead, in all Humane Appearance, and fo 
given over by the Phyſicians: Yet after that. 
Period, he recover'd his Sexces again, and 
M 4 told: 
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told ſtrange Things'to thoſe that were about 
him. Surely, theſe are bur the. S/ambers of 
the Soul; and Death it ſelf is but a deeper 
Sleep, when it cauſes the D:ſſo/«tion of the 
Body. Doubtleſs, Men awake again in ſome 
other Ative State. For, as a Flame of Fire 
- 1s Equally diſpos'd. to embody it ſelf. in the 
Fat of Fleſh or Fiſh, in Oyl, Wax, Sulphur, 
' or any Proper Vehicle ;- and as ſoon as it 1s ex- 
tinguiſh'd in One, will readily tranſlate it 
ſ:1f ſucceſſively to all the Reſt, if they be 
within the Sphere of its Activity (as the We- 
ſtern Pniloſopbers ſpeak:) So 1s the Spirit or ' 
Flame of Life, always in a Poſture of Tran/- 
migration, For ought we know, he that is a 
Kirg This Hour, may be a Peacock the Next, 
and within a Few Days be fervd up at his 
Sacceſſor's Table, as a Rozal Diſh» 

But not to inſiſt too much on theſe Secrets, 
I will relate to thee a Paſſage, not unlike 
that thou haſt Experienc'd. 

It is Recorded in the P?ritings of an Au- 
thentick Pen, the /ſanaſcript of an Ancient 
Arabian, That A! Raſhid, Emperonr of the 
Faithful, had many Famous. Phyſicians about 
him. Among the Reſt, he highly eſteem'd 
Saleh E6'n Nabhali, an Indian, tor recovering 
one his near Kin/mer, out of ſuch a Condi- 
tion as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been tn, That 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperor, who 
was fitting at a Feaſt, when News was 
brought him that he was dead. The Zmpe- 
rear extremely troubl'd to hear this, . burſt 
forth into Tears, and caus'd the Table to be 

taken 
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taken away. Then Jaafer Ebn Tahya, one 
of his Confidents, immediately defir'd rhat 
Saleh the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the 
Corps of his dead Relation. Who went ac- 
cordingly, and having felt his Plſe, and 
confiderd him well, he return'd to the Em- 
perour, and ſaid, Ceaſe to mourn, my Lord, 
Commander of the Faithful : For if this Man 
be dead, and I do not reſtore him to Life again, 
may I be divorc'd from all my Wives for Ever. 

He had ſcarce made an End of ſaying this, 
when a Second Diſpatch came tro the Empe- 
rr from thoſe who were about his Kinſman, . 
aſſuring him, That he was really departed. 
this Life. | 

Then AZ Raſhid began to Curſe the 1nai-. 
ans, and their Ignorance. But Saleh perſt- 
ſted in his Aflertion, crying out wich ſome 
Vehemence, - Be not Incredalous, O Emperony. 
of the . Faithful, nor ſuffer thy Kinſman to be 
buried, till I have been. with him again: For 
4ſwredy, he ts not dead. Twill ſhew you ſome- 
thing that is Admirable, Al Raſhid pacity'd 
w__ theſe Words, took Saleh along with 
him to viſit the ſuppos'd dead Perſon. 

As ſoon as they came into his. Chamber, 
the 124:an took a Needle, and thruſt it be- 
tween the Nail and the Fleſh: of his Left. 
Thumb. Then the Entranc'd ſnatch'd up. - 
his Hand toward his Mouth. At which $4- 
len cry'd out, Now my Lord comfort your ſelf; 
for, dead Men. wſe not to be ſenſoble of Pain, 
After this, he blew up a Powder into his Noſe» 
Upon which, in a few Minutes the Patient: 

| M 5 lneez'd; 
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ſneez'd ; and fitting upright in his Bed, ſpoke 


to A! Raſhid, kifting alſo his Hand: The. - 


Emperonr asking him, How he found himſelf , 


He reply'd, Benefattor of IMankina, 1 have. 


been in the ſweeteſt Sleep that ever I remem- 
ber fell on mein my Life. Only I dream d, that 
a Dog came and bit me by my Left Thumb, the 
Pain of which wak'd me.. With that, he 
ſhew'd him- the Mark of the Needle, and. 
the Blood. Adding, Sarely it was no Dream, 


but aTruth; for I feel it yet. The Emperonr 


was extremely pleas'd with his Indian Phyſs- 
ci4an, and did him great Honour. His Kizſ- 
man allo, whoſe Name was {ſbrahim, liv'd 
many Years atter this, and was made Go- 
vernour of Egypt, where he dy*d and was 
bury'd. 

TheEaftern Phyſicians nave been Famous in 
all Ages, and are now auch in Efteem among 
the Franks, who addict themſelves to {tudy 
the Scieaces. Here are ſome very Learned 
Phyſicians in thele Parts, and not a few Ig- 
norant ones, who ſerve as Foils, to ſet off 
the Luſtre and Fame of the others. Every Pro- 
vinceand City in 'France, {warms with 'em: 
And they all find Employment either co Kill 
or Cure. The Nazarenes live very Intemne- 
rately, and fall into. Abundance of Diſeaſes, 
whereof the Zaſt is wholly Ignorant: There- 
fore it is Neceſſary for 'em to be well Rock'd 
with Phyſicians. Yet ?twas Satyrically ob- 
terv'd by a-certain French Lord; Thar in a 
Town not. far from his Palace, the Inhabi- 
tants were all healthy long-itvd Men, till a 

certain 
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certain Emperick came and took up his 
Reſidence there: For then they began to - 
ficken and die apace- Burt this may be an 
Invidious Remark. The Arabian Proverb 
ſays, No an 3s a good Phyſician, but he 
that is born ſuch: Meaning, that ſome are 
Natirally difpos'd and fitted to this Science. 
Indeed, I have known Admirable Cures per- 
form'd by Men, who never ftudy?d 1n the 
Academies, or cou'd anſwer Three Queſtions - 
in Anatomy. Nay, ſome Women have *a 
Gift of this Nature, and are very Fortunate 
in their Practices. Bur, when all's done, the: 
Beaſts are moſt Happy, who are all their own. + 
Phyſwians by Inſtiatt. 

Aetec, 1 wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health, 
as needs no Medicines. Burt if ut be thy Mis- 
fortune to fall int9 Parmeniaes lis Indiſpo- 
fition, I counttl thes to make ute of the Ad- 
vice given him by. a Phil:ſopher;- who, when 
Parmenides complain'd of a Pain in his Sto- 
mach, and askd his Advice, he bid him uſe 
ſuch and ſuch Confettions and Eleftuaries. The 
other reply'd, He had maar Troal of them all,and.. 
many more, yet found no Eaſe. Then faid the 
Philoſopher, Tura Poet, for they Generally 
have Good Stomachs. 


Paris, gth- of the 7th. fon, 
of the Tear, 1657 


LETTER.-- 
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CETTER- XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Ouriers upon Conriers, are come to this 
City with the Joyful News that ont. |} 
edi 1s ſurrender'd to the French. For which, 
the whole Body of the Pax/tament, and City 
of Paris, the Chancellour of the Kingdom, 
with Cardinal Antonio Barberini, and all the 
Eccleſraſtichs, went to the Grand AMoſch or 
Temple where Te Deam was ſung this After- 
noon, with a Pompous Solemnity. And now 
whiltt I am writing, there is ſuch a Confus'd 
Nolile of Great Guns, Ringing of Bells, and 
Shouts of People, That one wou'd thinl: it 
were enough to wake the very Dead, and 
make them ſtartfrom their Graves, to en- 
quire what's the Matter. 
The Truth of it is, this Place 1s counted 


. one of the ſtrongeſt in Exrope; and the Inha- 


bitants were not Inſenfible of it, when they 
made their Conaitions of Honour with the 
King. And therefore we need not wonder 
at the Exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd to the King 
by the Depaties of the Town, one of them 
in the Name of the Reſt, made this follow- 
mg Addreſs, 

* Sire, We Mould have had juſt Reaſon to 
* complain of Fortune, and accuſe our ſelves 
of Cowardiſe, if we had furrender'd this 
* Imnreg- 
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« [mpregnable: Fortreſs, to the: Arms of a 
&* Prince leſs Glorious aud Puiffant than your 
« Majeſty: Since .our very Walls are of ſuf- 
« ficient Strength to defend us, without ta- 
* king up Arms, - againſt a Power -Inferiour 
* to yours. But, in Regard it is the 71! of 
& Heaven, that we mult change our aſter, 
© we rejoice to fall into the Hands of ſo In- 
* yincible and Generous a Monarch. And 
© we hope,Sire,that your 2fajefty will ſhew us 
* the more Favour,tor-having us'd our Urmoſt 
* Efforts to conferve an Inviolate Fidelity to 
* the Catholick King, who but Yeſterday was 
« our aſter. 

This was ſpoken with ſograceful an ACtion, 
and ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King 
being mightily pleas'd with them, made them 
this Anſwer. 

* Yes, I ſhall always remember, that your 
* Conſtancy deſerves my Efteem. And now 
©* conlidering you as my Subjects, I will be- 
* {tow ſuch Privileges on this City, as ſhall 
* oblige you to manifeſt no leſs Courage and 
* Zeal for my Service, than you have done 
« for the Catholick King. 

And to evidence, thatche has equal Senti- 
ments of Gratitude and Eſteem for his Offi- 
cers, by whoſg Courage and Condudt this Im 
portant Place is come under his Obedience ; 
the King has beſtow'd the Government of it 
on the Liextenant General of his Armies, who 

was preſent at the Sizge, and was ſhot in Sc= 
ven Places of his Body. They call him, the 
Marquis of Vandi. He has fignaliz'd his un 
ur 
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lour in Sixteen Sieges and Battels, being 
mark'd all over with Scars, the Glorious Cha- 
—— ood of an Indefatigable and Fortunate 

Y 0e- | 

It is fit the Divan ſhou'd be inform'd 
of all ſuch. Paſſages: Not to inſtruct them- 
what to do in the like Caſes ( for they are 
Perfectly Wiſe) but that theſe Examples 
may be Regiſter'd, as Spurs to VYertue and 
Magnanimity of Spirit, For, it cannot be 
ſuppos'd, that the Emperonr of True Believers 
will come ſhort of theſe »fide! Kings, in 
Rewarding his Faithful and Undaunted 
Slaves: | 

Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had 
his Share in the Careſles and Acknowledgments 
of the King and the whole Corr. 

This Succels has given a great Damp to the 
Sprniards, who begin to retire as falt as they 
can from the Neighbourhood of the French Ar-: 
mies, On the other Sides, theſe are full of 
Vigour and brisk Reſolutions ; reſolving not 
to end th2 Campaign, without me farther 
Attempts in Flanders. 

They creep by Degrees into the very. Heart 
of that Province, which is ever like to be the 
Stave of War, {5 long as the King of Spain 
has ones Town left in it, Tis a very. Rictt 
Count:y,, abounding in all the defirable Pro- 
driftHons Of Nature» And the People are ve- 
ry Induſtrious, to learn and improve what- 
fozyzr 1s Profitable m Art: All their Unhap- 
Pinefs lies in this, Thar they are not avle to 
roicet taemiclves and ſublut Independent of 
£29- 
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one or other of the Neighbouring Crowns. So 
that whenever thoſe Soverergns fall our, theſe: 
Poor People are miſerably oppretsd. with Ar- 
mies; and in this Caſe, their Friends many 
Times give 'em as much Trouble as their E- 
nemies. Nay, tis difficult to determine, 
which are their Enemies, and which their 
Friends For, 40 whatſoever aſter they 
are ſubje&, he dreins their Coffters of Money 
by Taxes and Contributions ; beſides the In- 
tolerable - Vexation of Quartering unruly 
Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand'Inſolences- 
unpuniſh'd. 

Poland is at this Time in as-bad a Condition, 
between the: Armies of Sweden, Arſtria, 
Branaenburgh, Moſcovy, Tranſylvania, and 
the Forces of King Caſrmir. 

The Son of the deceas d Emperonr, has 
ſent a great Army to the Aid of that Unfor- 
tunate Monarch; and "tis confirm'd on all 
Hands, that they have laid Siege to Cracow.. 
Whilſt his Embaſſador is Negotiating with 
the Eleftor of Brandenburgh, to draw him 
off from the Suediſp Intereſt. This is like 
to prove a Yr of long Continuance, if the 
Plague do not make Peace; with rages in 
thote Parts, and deſtroys many Thouſands 
more than the Sword or Gun. The Moſco- 
vites have: Combated with this Diſtemper 
above theſe Two Years, the Grand Duke be- 
ing torcd to fiy with his Army, like Vaga- 
. bonds, before this Inexorable Conguerany, 
wiich gives no Quarter, 


In 
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In the mean Time, I hear Il] News from 
'Candia, where they ſay, the oſelmars have 
in a Late Attempt on that City, leſt above 
Four Thouſand Men, with Thirty Four En- 
figns, and a Conſiderable Treaſure, Theſe 
Tafiaels have alſo taken and deſtroy'd this 
Summer above Thirty Ships of Barbary, and 
as many more of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, A- 
leppo, Scanderoon, &c. On Board of one of 
which, they ſeiz'd the Yearly Revenue which _ 
comes to the Grand Signior frem Scanderoos: 
And out of another they have taken the Re- 
venue of Rhodes, kilfd a Thouſand Trae 
Believers, took Half that Number Captives, 
and releas'd Abundance of Chriſtian Slaves : 
In a Word, they have taken our of the Seve- 
ral Veſſels which -fell into their Hands, an 
Immenſ(e Treaſure of Silver, Gold, and Pre- 
Cious Stones» 

Theſe continual Succeſſes of the NVaza- 
renes, wou'd tempt one to think, That this 
War was Unjuſtly commenc'd by Sultan 1bra- 
him, and therefore Unhappily carry'd on by 
his Glorious Sycceſſor, Sulran Afahomet.- Par- 
don the Efte& of Melancholy, Benign 14n:- 
fler, if it be a Crime to think, that the Crea- 
tor of All Things is Angry with thoſe who 
Violate their Solemn Word and Oath. Thon 
know'it the whole Story of this Yar, and 
the Firtt Occaſions of it. I ſay no more. 

They have a Proverb here in the Weſt, That 
the Vaice of the People, :s the Voice of God. 
And though 1 approve not the PraCtice of 
thoſe, who make Ufe of this Popular Apho- 
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riſm to foment Seditions in a State; yet I 
cannot but own; there's a great Deal of Rea- 
ſonin it, and it may be verify'd in the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of wy 19 le. 

Thou obſerveſt, that the Souldiers are Mu- 

tinous, and unwilling to ſerve any longer in 
this Unfortunate War. Thou findelſt the 
Merchants, and in General, all Sorts of 
People diſcontented and Fattious. The 4- 
venues to that Sanitxary of the World, are 
block'd up by the YVenetians; fo that neither 
Corn nor other Neceſſary Proviſions can be 
brought in, to lupply the Wants of ſo man 
Hundred Thouſands of People. In a Word, 
thou ſeeſt the Publick Calamities have made 
them almoſt deſperate; they care not what 
they do» Peace with the Chriſtians, is the 
Word every where ;. or- elſe each Impertinent 
Mechanick, will prefage Ruine to the Ottoman 
Empire. 
. May God Inſpire thee and the other A415. 
ſters of the Divan, in this Calentare of the 
State, to apply ſuch Remedies, as may pre- 
vent the Inconveniences of a Domeſtick War, 
which is always more Fatal to a Government, 
than-a Foreign Invaſion. 


Paris, 17th» of the 8ch» Xeon, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XX. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, - 4 Jew at 


* Vienna, 


N © W thou giveſt me ſome Solid Hopes 
of a Convert. Thy Letter has rais'd 
my Expectation, fince 'tis not penn'd in a 
o_ tull of Scruples and Infignificant Doubts, 
which wou'd be Endleſs : Nor yet does it.fa- 
vour of Hypocriſy and Diſhmulation, as if 
thou intend'ft only ro miock me and my 
Faith, and ſtill continue thy ſelf an 2m 
But it abounds with very fair Conceſſions, 
Articles of Reaſon and - Honoar on thy Side; 
Only expeRting from me, a True and Au- 
thentick Account: of our Holy Prophet's Life, 
and of the Miracles which can be produc'd in 
Confirmation of his Prephetick Office. Thou 
wou'dit fain ſee, if any Thing happend of this 
Kind, to the Meſſenger of Goa, parallel to the 
Stupendous Wonders which recommended 
Aoſes your Lawgriver to the World, as the 

undoubted Oracle of Heaven. | 
I proteſt, there is no Fault to be found in 
this Demand : For it is but Reaſon, that he 
who aſſumes the Charatter of a Prophet, 
ſhou'd be diſtinguiſh'd from wpoſtors by 
ſome Evident Signs and Wonders. Yet, 'tis 
needleſs to make an exaGt Parallel, becauſe 
the Occaſions of I/es's Ifracles, worn dif- 
erent 
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ferent from thoſe of Idohammed, the Seal of 
the Prophets. Tour Lawgiver had a Commi/- 
fron and Power given him to work Afiracles 
when he pleas'd: Whereas Ox7-s declar'd, That. 
he was not ſent to work A£racles, but to _ 
preach the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, the 
Reſarrebtion of the Dead, the Joys of Para- 
diſe, and the Torments of the Dana. 
Yet, left the Unbelieving World ſhou'd 
doubt the Truth of his 14/9 ; From his 
very Birth, his 'Life was grac'd with- many 
Supernatural Favours: His Mother bore him 
without the leaſt Pain of Body or Mind + 
And as ſoon as he breath'd the Vital Air, he 
ſpoke with an Audible Voice, ſaluting his Moe 
ther, andadding, 7 profeſ?, That there is only 
One God, and that I am his Apoſtle» He was 
alſo Circumcis'd by Natare, coming into the 
World without his Preprce. At the fame 
Hour, the Devi/s were forbid to aſcend above 
the Or6 of the 50n: And Four Voices were 
heard from the Fowr Corners of the Square 
Temple: The Firſt ſaying, Proclaim, The 
Truth 1s riſen, and all Lyes ſhall return into 
Hell. The Second uttering, Now is born an 
Apoſtle of your own Nation, and the. Omnipo- 
tent is with him, The Words of the Third 
were, A Bock full of Iaſtrions Light is ſent 
to 504 from God, And the Fourth Voice was 
heard to ſay, O Mahomet, we have Fg thee 
to be a Prophet, Apofile, and Guide to the 
Worla. | 

When he was about Four Years Old,accom- 


panying the Sons of his Nurſe into the m_ 
12 
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the bleſſed Child retir'd into a Cave at the 
Foot of the Mountain Vr:e/ to yy: When 
the Archangel Gabriel appear'd to him, and 
faid, Biſmillahi rrahmani rrahimi, 8c. {n the 
Name of God, Compaſſionate and Merciful, 
O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent to dif. 
plant from thy Heart, the Root of Emil ; v4 
thy Ejaculations made the Gates of Para- 
aiſe fly _ The Young Reſiened one (aid, 
The Will of thy Lord and Mine be done, 
Then the Ange! open'd his Breaft with a Ra- 
z20r of Adamant, and taking out his Heart, 
{queez'd from it. the Black Contagion, which 
was derivd . from Adam : And having put 


the Child's Heart in his-Place again, he bleſs'd 


him, and retir'd to the 1nwi/ibles. 

From that Time the Young Favonrice. of 
Fleaven, grew-up and proſper'd in all Things, 
having the Smiles of God and Man-.. He was 
under the Tuition of his Uncle Ab»-Taleb, 
who diſcerning the Marks of an Immenſe Sou! 
in his Young Nephew, was more Sollicitous 
for his Welfare, than if he had been his Son- 
His Fortune being Low in the World, he had 
no other Way to provide tor his 1/l»/trios 
Charge, than by placing him as a Fa#toy to 
Chaayakh, a Widow of the fame 7ribe with 
Aahomet, which was the Nobleff among the 
Arabians, Beſides, ſhe was: very Beautiful. 
and Rich : And there wanted not Hopes, 
_ in Time ſhe might become ahomer s 

ife- 

That which chiefly encourag'd 'em to this, 
was a Viſion of Chadyah, every where kd 

0 
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of in thoſe Parts, For, "ſhe had divulg'd it 
her ſelf, long before 2fahomet became her 
Servant, or his Uncle had any Thoughts of 
thus diſpoſing of him , © The Su» ſeem'd to 
« [eave his Heaven arfl come: down to her 
* Houſe, from whence he diſpers'd his Beams 
* through Arabia, Egypt , Perſia, and in 
* fine, through the Whole Earth.” This 
Viſion had made a on Imprefſion on the 
Mind of Chadijjah; and: ſhe cou'd not reſt, 
till ſhe had old it. to-4: certain Famous Sage 
in thoſe Parts, who had great Skill in Aſro- 
logy and other Myſterious Sciences, and was 
Celebrated for the Integrity of his Manners. 
As ſoon as he heard the Contents of her /:/5- 
os, he ſaid, © In the Name of God, QO Widow, 
'©* enter into thy Bath, and prepare thy {ſelf 
* with the Neceſſary Pxrifications : For, thou 
* ſhalt ſhortly be married to the Greateſt-. 
* Prophet in, the World.” And when ſhe 
ask'd the Afrologer, What was the Conntry, 
Tribe, and Name of her next Husband ? He 
told her, He was an Arabian ef Mecca, of the 
Tribe of the Corei's and that his Name was 
Mahomet. 
As yet, the Prophetick Widow knew No- 
_ thing of the Nephew of Abz-Taleb. But, thou 
may it imagine ſhe felt ſtrange Paſſions, 
when his Uncle afterwards recommended him 
to her Szrvice; and ſhe knew, that he was 
the Man in whom the Aftrologer's Charafter 
was verifi'd, as to his Country, Tribe and 
Name. For, Mahomet was the Son of Ab- 
aaa, who deſcended from the Bani RN 
who 


262 Letters Writ by Vol. Y. 


who were-the Nobleft Family in the Tribe of 
the Corei's, Who can per her Sentiments, 
when ſhe ſaw the Beautiful Youth: making 
his Firſt Addreſſes to her as an humble Slave, 
whom ſhe believ'd Heaven had ordain'd for 
the Partner of her Bed? With what a Grace 
and becoming Modeſty, did he receive the 
laſt Inſtruftions and Farewel of his parting 
Uncle> However, ſhe conceal'd her Tran- 
ſports, and ſent her beloved Slave with a 
aravan into Syria, allowing him a Noble 
Penſion. 
- In that Journey, there happen'd ſomething 
very Remarkable in Honour of the Admira- 
ble Young Man. For at a certain Place on 
the Road,. as he waited on the Captain of the 
Caravan to a Synagogue of the Jews, no 
ſooner had dahamed (et his Foot o'er the 
Tireſhold of the Syragogre,but all the Lamps 
therein were looſen'd from their Chains, and 
fell down on the Floor. All thoſe of thy 
Nation that were preſent, being aſtoniſhed at 
the Portentous Accident, fell at the Feet of 
the Rabbies, defiring their Advice in this a- 
mazing Circumſtance. They having per- 
form'd the accuſtom'd Ceremonies and Expi- 
ations, an{wer'd, It is revealed in the Tradi- 
tions of the Seniors, That at what Time ſ0- 
ever an Arabian, calPd Mahomet, ſhall be 
reſent at our Solemnities, God ſhall remove 
the-Candleſtichks out of their Place, It is there- 
fore moſt certain, that ſuch 2 one.1s nowjamorg 
us; let him not «ſcape our Hands, leſt Reproach 


and Contempt come on 1ſrael. But behold, 
whilf 


OO 
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whilſt they were buſy in ſearching for the 
Cauſe of this Prodigy, Two Angels conveyed 
HMahomet to Mecca, where he ſoon after mar- 


ried Chadjah. 


It were eaſy to recount many more Afira- 


cles in the Life of the Prophet ; ſuch as that 


of the Cloud Overſhadowing him, the Eagle 
perching on his Head when he was aſleep, the 
Trees and Stones proclaiming him the - 

PM 


[tle of God, And, if we were to make 


rallels, T think, the Stupendous Deſcent which 
the 100 made, at the Prayer of the Divine 
Meſſenger; comes not far ſhort of the Cele- 
brated Diſorder on ont Sinai, when your 
Law was delivered by os | 
If thou requireſt Undoubted Teſtimonies 
for the Truth of this Afracle on Onr Side, 
offer ſomething that is Unqueſtionable on 
thy Ows, We both equally confide in the 
Difterent Records of our Nations, which were 
penn d by Men as liable to Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I, and all 
that believe what they write» Therefore, 
unleſs thow'canſt tart ſome more Infallible 
Axthority, to prove the Eternal and Univer- 
ſal Obligation of your Law, than I can to 
the Contrary, thou lieſt under a manifeſt 
Diſadvantage : Since I profeſs with our Holy 
Prophet and all the /sſſulmians, that the Al- 
coran contains Nothing Repugnant to the 
Law of Moſes ; but is only a more Perfe6t 
and Complete 1dea of the Divine Will: And 
that as Meſ#s was the Laweiver of the Sons 
of 1/aac ; fo HMahomet was the Apoſtle _ 
ons 
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Sons of Iſmael, and- the Seal' of all the 'Pro- 


phets. | 3 xe | 

Uſe thy own Reaſon; and rather be of no 
Religion, than in the Number of thoſe towhom 
it ſhall be ſaid at the Laſt Day, Drink, 3e 


Worſhippers of Ozair, and be damn d for ever.” 


Paris, roth. of the gth. Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


—_— — 


LETTER XXI. 
To Dicheu Huſſein, Balla. 


THere has been a mighty Quarrel of late 
between the French and Spaniſh Embaſ- 


\ ſadors at the Hague, about Precedency. The - 


Occaſion was this- One Evening the French 
Embaſſador was Riding in a Coach, in a Place 
where the Spaniſh Embaſſador met him in a- 
nother Coach; and both ſtriving for the Up- 
per Hand, they met with their Horſes Heads 
one againſt another, and ſo ſtood ſtill. There 
was preſently a Tumvlt of People gathered 
about them : And the French being moſt re- 
ſpeed, many Gentlemen came in to his 
Side with Swords and Piſtols ; and all 


\ Things ſeemed to portend a Combat. Bur, 


the Magiſtrates having Notice of this Dt- 
{turbance, ſent ſome of the Gzards to keep 
the Peace, and defend the Emeaſſadors from 


any 
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any Attempts of the Rabble. In the mean 
while, ſeveral Great Lords walked to and fro 
between the Embaſſadors, propofing Expe- 
dients of Accommodation: But it being at the 
very Jun&ture when the French Embaſſador 
had received the News of the Surrender of 
AMontmedi, he wou'd not in the leaft yield 
to any Terms. So that at laſt the Spaniard 
was forced to drive out of the Way, thinking 
it a Matter of ſufficient Triumph, That he 
had ſtopp'd the French Embaſſaaoy fo long. 
There is a Poſt come in from Denmark, 
who brings News of the Total Deſtruction ot 
izchow by Fire. This was a Tows belong- 
ing to the Danes, and was fir'd by the Kizg 
of Swedes Order- The Dares are very Un- 
fortunate of late Years; they make no Figure 
in Exrope. There is a Period ſet to the Gran- 
deur of every Kingdom and State, and the 


| Danes were once very Victorious and For- 


midable ; but now their Monarchy declines a- 
pace, to make Way for the Rifing Lultre of 
the Swedes. . 

By Sea the Darkirkers make a great Noile : 
They have lately raken from the French, 
Twenty Merchant Veſlels, and from the 
Engliſh near halt that Number. But, if they 
have not better Fortune than their Neigh- 
bours, the French will take their City from 
them e'er long. Every Campagne makes a fair 
Advance toward it. I ſent an Account al- 
ready to the Kaimacham of the Surrender 
of Aontmeds , one of the moſt Important 
Places in Chriſtendom. _ I acquaint _ 

nat 
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that St. Venant, which has not ſa great a Cha- 
raCter, yet Conſiderable enough, has yielded 
upon Articles, This was done on the 28th. 


of the laſt foo. At this Rate, the French 


Prieſts will have little elſe to do, but to Gng 
Te Deam, for their repeated Succeſles and Vi- 
Qories- 

From Portygal we hear, that that Court 
to ſecure themlelves the better againſt the Spa. 


niards, have ſent to implore the Alfiltance of 


Aorocco and Fez.: Which is much cenſur'd 
among the Nazarenes. Others ſay, they are 


only Meſlengers,gone to buy up all the Horles 


they can get in that Conntry. 

In the mean while, the XK:zg of Fraxce 
15 taking all the Politick Meaſures he can, for 
the Empire of the Weſt. His Embaſſadors in 
Germany appear with a Magnificent Train of 
Three Hundred Men, and they Ryle their 
Maſter, His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, King of 


France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in Get- 


many and Italy ; Waich lalt, is look'd upon 
as a Fair Step to the Title of Emperonr, 

The Connſels of the German Court are not 
a little diſturb'd, to hear that our wvincible 
Forces are appzoaching toward the Confines 
of Hungary. It will put ſome Stop to the 
defign'd Elettion. Beſides, they cannot. a- 
gree among themſelves about a Succeſſor. 

The Queen Chriſtina of Saeaen, is come 
back again into this Kingdom, being frighted 


our of [raly a Second Time, by the Return of 


the Plagae. 


Fhere is a War, colmenc'd berween the 
-1ty 
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City of Munſter and the Bi/hop of that Place : 
So that he has laid a Formal Siege to it, and 
preſſes them very cloſe. 

All this is of no ſuch Importance, as the 


. News that I receive from Conſtantinople ; 


which aflures me, that the ſnſſulmans have 
retaken the ſes oi 7enedos and Lemnos, tho' 
with ſome Loſs of Men. 

I wiſh they cou'd as eahly drive the YVere- 
tians out of the Archipelago, and then the 
Imperial City would have no longer Reaſon 
to complain tor Want of Bread. 


Paris, 10th. of the gth. 02x, 
of the Tear 1657. 


—_—_ 


LETTER XXII 
-To Dgnet Oglou. 


I Know not what's the Matter, but moſt of 
my Friends are of late grown ftrange to 
me. They write but ſeldom, and then their 
Letters are full of Reſerves, as if they ſuſpeCt- 
ed my Integrity: Or, that becauſe I am Com- 


manded to inform the Divas of all Criminal 


Practices, therefore they are afraid to com- 
municate their Sentiments with the ſame Free- 
dom as formerly ; tho' an Themes no Ways 
belonging to the State, but purely Specaula- 
tzve, and the Common Diſcourſe of all-Sen- 

+ WS | fible 
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ſible Men, Are you become more” Moroſe 
and Rigid at Conſtantinople, thati you were 
Tyenty Years ago? In tnofe Days, remember 
it. was Common in the Publick Coffce- Hays, 
for Muſſulmans, Greeks, Curds and Pranks, 
| or Men. of any other Religion, to meet toge- 

ther and vent their Thoughts with Liberty: 
No Man, being willing to be Stigmatizd with 
the Charafter of a Clown, for taking Offence 
at atiothet's* Faith, tho' different from his 
OWN, | 

It was then efteem'd a Point of Gallantry, 
to favour the Chriſtians of all Sefts, and let 
'm talk and a& as they pleasd, provided 
they Blaſphem'd 'not God, or his Prophers. 
And they themſelves wou'd have Condemn'd 
any of their own Party, wko fhou'd have 
been Guilty of ſuch an Immorality and' AF. 
front to the Eftabli/hed Religion of the Muf- 
oor , and the General Sence of Man- 

ind. 

But why then is the ſame Liberty retrench- 
ed now, and that among »ſſulmans who 
are Intimate Friends? Is it not now as Law- 
ful for us to converſe with one another by Let- 
ter or any other Way, as it was then to enter 
into Dialogues with Dvfidels ? 1 would not 
encourage or imitate the Bold and Prophane 
Efforts of their Wir, who deny the as 
a God, or utter Blaſphemies againſt his 
ſenger : The whole Univerſe is an Irrefraga- 
ble Teſtimony of an Eternal and Omnipetent 
Natzre: And the Mlcoran is an Evident 
Proof, of the Sanctity and Indiſpenſible Com- 


* miſſion 
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mi//ios of Our Holy Lawgiver. ST hope 
'ris no. Crime, to enter into Speculations of 
Things liable ro Controverſy. At leaſt I will 
venture to diſcloſe to thee my Thoughts, 
who art the moſt Agreeable of all my Friends» 
I tell thee, my dear Gnet, it appears to.me 
Ridiculouy, 'and like the Quarrels of Children, 
for Moſelmans to wrangle about mere Trifles 
in Religion, and that the Keſignd to Gf 
ſhou'd be Zealous for the Fhimfies of Men. 
One Party believes the- Alroran is Eternal, 
Another ſays 'tis Created. In my. Opinion, 
they are both Abſurd Afﬀertions. The Fr/, 
becauſe then it will follow, That there-are 
more. Zternals than Ore, which is afair Step 
to Polythei/m and Idolatry: The Second is 
only an Impropriety of Speech; For we do not 
uſually ſay of any Y7riting, That it is Created, 
but Pen'd. 

Ican cafily believe the Manifold Deſcent; 
of Gabriel from Heaven, when he brought 
down the Hundred and Four Sheet: of Science 
and Faith. But whether Adam had only 
Ten of theſe Sheets ; or One and Twenty, as 
ſome ſay: Or, whether his Son Serh, had but 
Twenty Nine of them ; or Fifty, according to 
Others; is not Material, according to my 
Faith. Itis Pofſible Edris had no more nor 
leſs chan Thirty, and Avrahim our Father, 
juſt Ten of theſe Divine /Mavnſciipts. OF 
_ this we are ſare, That the Volume of the Law 
was ſent to Moſes, the Pſalms to David, the 
Goſpel to Jeſus the So2 of Marty, and the 
Mighty. Al/coran to I{ahomet the Seal of the 
P rophet;, N 3 It 
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It is as eaſy for me to believe the Celeſtial 
Pen with which all theſe ſanxnſcripts were 
written, to be of ſome Atmirable Subſtance. 
But, why it ſhou'd be made of Pearls, rather 
than of D:amozads. or any other Jewels, I ſee 
no Reaſon; Or, that it ſhou'd be a Journey 
of Fifty Tears,tor the Swifrett Horſs in Arabia 
to run from one End of it to the other, Yet 
if I have not Faith enough for theſe Things, 


-I-will not be Angry with theſe that have; 


Let every Man enjoy his Phancy-. - 

But I cannot be ſo Indifferent, when I hear 
Men tell me, That Gd has a Boay hike Ours, 
with Eyes, Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, 
and all other Members and Organs of Life, 
Sence. Sp-eci and Morion : That he is ſubject 
to Paſſions of Love,'Hatred, Anger, Grief, and 
all the Aﬀ/-ettions that are Common to Mor- 
taiss Yet thou knowelt, there is a Sec# of 
Mſſulmanr, who believe all this, and preach 
it co others with great Afirance. What 1s 
this, but to ſer up an 1av/, in the Place of 
God? For, the Original of all 1avlatry, was 
the Vain Preſumption of Men. who repre- 
ſented the Incomprehenſible Divinity, under 
_ Common Viſible Figure of 11en of 
Heaſts. | 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to Gea, it wou'd 
ſeem more Rational to adhere to their Opi- 
nien amone the Sephatim, who ſay, his Bray 
is L;finite, Vaci-camſcrib'd, and beyond all 
Form. Neither is it of any Import, that the 
Weſtern Philoſophers aſſert, It is of the E/: 


ſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcrib'd and F- 
nite: 
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nite : Since, though this may be readily grant-" 
ed true of Particwiar Bogtes, yet mult it ever 
be deny d of rhe Immenſe and Univerſal Body 
out of which the Horid 1s Formi'd: Unlets 
they wili allow an Unlimited and Intermi- 
nate Upbody'd Space, which is more Linin- 
tellizgible and Abturd. Doubtle(s, if the E- 
ternal Wind has a Body, 'tis Expanded Wide 
as the Endlets ether, and Equally Preſent 
m all-ylaces : Neither can this Boay be any 
more Circumſcrib'd,Conhn d,or ſhut upin any 
Place; tnan che Light of the Sz can be Rt - 
{train d within a Roow, or Separated from 1:s 
Sorrce- by the drawing of a Curtain, For all 
the World is Pervious to this Infinite Body, 
wi:1ch 1s altogether diviſible into Parts, even 
as chat which we calla Spirit. In a Word,we 
mult conceive it to be /imple and uncompounded, 
the Fine/t and Fir/t Matter of the Vatverſe. 
Bur if-chou wilt have my Opinion, all this 
1s Infinirely-coo low and narrow an 1dea of 
that Eternal and moſt Exalted Efeace, that > 
Intellettual Beauty, which no Mortal Eye 
has ſeen, no Tongue or Pen can deſcribe ; 
the fmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe [neFable 21a- 
zeſty, falling on-the Thoughts of Holy en 
and Prophets, ſnatches away their $o#/s in 
Sacred Paftions and Divine Ex(tafies, whilit 
their Boa:es are in the Cuſtody of the Ange! 
of Death. Atſuch Times they are carry d up 
throuzh the Seven Heavens, beholding ail 
their Wonders, and the Parple Sea which di- 
vides the Firſ Heaven from the Second. 
They paſs by the Orbs where Fire, Hail, 
N 4 Show 
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Snow and Thunder are prepar'd and kept +as 
in Reſervatories againſt the Day of Cala- 
149 ; being guarded by the Spirits of Venge- 
ance, who are Created to puniſh Tefidels, 
Then they Aſcend to. the Fourth Heaven, 
where dwell! Innumerable Armies of Hoey 
Ones Next to the Fifth, where are the As- 
gel: of Interceſſion, Then to the $:xth, which 
1s the Reſidence of Archangels, the Internus. 
cio's or Meſſengers of the Eternal Majeſty. 
And laſt of all, they are Introduc'd inco the 
Preſence of the moſt Sublime Potentates and 
Principalities, who wait before the Receſs of 
the Creator, in the Heavens above all Hea- 
vers, whoſe Height tranſcends the Power of 
Created Intellefts to meaſute- 

O Degxet, when I have faid all I fan, 'tis 
nothing to the Purpoſe. For no Words nor 
Thoughts, can reach that Aojar's above all 
Inf;aity. Nothing but Pure Unbodyed 4ind-, 
can have Acceſs to the Sk;rts and Borgers of 
that Endleſs Region of Light. 

Therefore, Jet us not ſtretch our Vain 
Imaginations, nor greedily pry into thoſe 
Secrets, which for ever fly from Humane 
Thought : Biit keeping our ſelves within the 
Bounds of Reaſon and Sobriety, let us Adore 
C4 and believe his Prophet, Qbey the Law 
of Cleanneſs and Purity, without Injuring 
an or Beaſt; And that's the Way,it there be 
any, to aſcend to the Vi/ron and ZExjoyment of 
that Happizeſs,which at Preſent is hid from us. 


Paris, th. of the x1th. oor, 3 
&f the Tear 1657, LET- 
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To the Aga of the Janizaries, 


I Receiv'd the Diſpatch coming from Va- 
locous Hands, an Expreſs perfum'd with 
Narciſſs; full of Honourable Words, and 
exhibiring a Command worthy of an Otte- 
man General. May the. Angel of Fortitnae, 
condutt thee in all thy Expeditions, againit 
Tnfiaels, Rebels, and m"__ 
' Thy Conceptions of the Preſent State of 
. Exrope, are very proper nd lively. Yet, in 
fore Things, 'ris poflible thou halt been mis- 
inform'd. The Afﬀairs of Italy are Inconlide- 
rable, whcn compar'd with the more Impor- 
rant ars of the North. That Quarter, is 
at preſent the Theatre of the moſt Remark- 
able Ations. Yet the Campagnes in Flanders 
this Year,have made ſome Noiſe in the World. 
Bur, all the Diſcourſe at preſent is, of the 
Famous Siege and taking of Fredericks-Ode by - 
the Swedes. This is a Fortreſs belonging to - 
the King of Denmark, and eſteem'd one of 
the ſtrongeſt in Exrope. Yet it was taken 
by Storm: Wherein the Daves loſt Ninety 
Three Principal Officers, and about Three 
Thouſand Common Soldiers; Thirty Three - 
Colours; Seventy Seven Great Guns 
of Iron and Braſs; Three Hundred and 
Eighty T wo Barrels of Powder; Forty Thou- 
ſand Muſquet-Bullets ; Six Hundred Grana- 
do's; Three Thouſand Pikes,and T wo Thoa- 
N 5 ſand 
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ſand Two Hundred Suits of Armour. 

This Victory makes the Sedes appear Ter- 
rible to their- Enemies; and they are look d 
upon as the only Flouriſhing Nation in the 
North, .as France isin the Weſt, Yet, to ſhew 
that there's no Untnix'd Happineſs here be- 
{ew, their Intereſt has been much leſlen'd, by 
the Dzſertion of the Brandenbarghers, who 
now ſeem to favour the Caſe of King Caſmmir.. 

That Monarch had an Interview lately 
with the Eleftor of Brandenburgh, at a Place 
call'd Broombergh; where they embrac'd one 
another, banquetted together, and buried 
all the Memoirs of Exmity in Generous Com- 
potations: For, this is the Way of the Nor- 
thern Princes of Exrope ; Who live in ſo Cold 
a Climate, that Nothing leſs than a Debauch 
with Wine, can thaw their Frozen $oa/ls, and 
melr 'em into an Obliging Humour. _ 

As for the State of England, I perceive thou: 
| know'ſt the Charatter of Oliver, the New 
Sozereion of that Commonwealth. Yet I can 
inform thee, that he begins to change his 
Temper- ' There are Perſons in his Cozrt, 
whogive Conſtant Intelligence to the King of 
France, of all his Secrets. And, asthe Exil'd 
King of Scots cou'd not ſnuff a Candle ina Paſ- 
{on, but that V/arper had Knowledge of it; ſo 
neither can O/zver have a Dream, but ſome 
ipightful Aderczry carrys the News into Fo- 
reign Countries, His Sleep is Interrupted with 
Fearful Y:ſ5ons of Plots, and Treaſons againſt 
his Lite ; which makes him change his Bed; 
Five or Six Times a-Night- They ſay, L. is 

eta- 
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Metamorphos'd trom a Hero,toa perfect Cow- 
ard. And, this is not the Report of the Multi-' 
tude,who take Things upon Truſt; but ris the 
Sport of the French Grandees, who wiſh well 
tothe $1 of the late Murder'd Engli/h King. 

I muſt be Irregular in my Method of Wr1- 
ting,” that-I may oblige thee with A£/irary 
Remarks. A more particular Account of che 
Storm of Fredericks Oae, is juſt come to my 
Hands, wherein we are afſur'd, that it was 
taken at the Firſt Afaulr, which much re-' 
dounds to the Honour of General Wranele ;' 
and that the Crown-MMarſhal of Denmark, 
with many Senators and Grandees, tell by the 
Edge of the Sword ; And that Two Thou- 
ſand Captives were driven yok'd -in Couples 
like Beaſts, as an Augmentaticn of the Cor- 
querour's Triumph, 

Thou wilt not be difpleaſed at rhe little 
Coherence and Order of theſe /demoirs, con- 
fdering that it ſuits well enough with the 
Subject : For I write 4 /a Campagne, as the! 
French lay, and fo am oblig'd to entertain 
thee with broken Derachments of News, 
trom ſeveral Parts, as Occafion offers. 

The Spaniards are ſtark Mad, for the Loſs of 
HMardike,which was taken by the Engliſh and 
French 1n the gth. 14:02, andall the Garriſon 
ſent Priſoners ro Calais. They ſwear, they 
wilt have this Important Place again, what- 
ever it colt 'em- The Prince of Conde, lies. 
dangeroully fick-of a Fever at Gannt : Whilſt 
Dan Joon of Auſtria, labours under a Malady | 
of another Nature, being much diſtreſs - for 
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Want of Money to pay his Soldiers. This is 
look'd upon as a very bad Symptom, in a Ge- 
eral of an Army. 

The Great City Cracow in Poland, is furren - 
Ccer'd by the Suedes to King Ca/oprir. That H1o- 
arch gins to find a Turn of his Affairs; and 
*tis thought, he will draw Half the Pr:i»ces of 
Europeinto aLeagne againſt the King of Sueden. 

It will be of no great Importance for thee 
to know, that the S:'2ge of funſter is rais'd, 
and a Peace Concluded between that City 
and their Brjhop: Yet 'tis convenient, that 
this ſhou'd be 4h. to the Lni/ters of the 
Divan, who arethe Judges of all Human E- 
vents. ſides, in one of my Letters, I men- 
tion d this Quarrel and Siege. | 

Hluftrious Aga, 1 have obey'd thy Com- 
mands, in ſending thee an Abſtrat of all the 
moſt Remarkable TranfaCtions in Exrope, du- 
ring the laſt Three or Four 40ns. 1 wiſh, 
*twere as agreeable to any of my Friends, to 
ſend me the Newsot our Armies and Navy, 

But I am more oblig'd to Strangers and [»- 
figels, for the Intelligence I have of the Orro- 
man Afairs, than to any of the 77ae Believers. 

Brave Commander, may God preſerve thee 
trom the Common Vices of a Soldiers Life, 
and make thee as Renowned as Caſſim Hal, 
who was preſent in 25 pitch'd Battels, re- 
ceiv'd 48 Wounds, and yet lived to the 63d. 
Yearof hs Age. 

Paris, 27th- of the 12th. Idoow, 
of rhe Tear 1657+ 
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LET TER I 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician zo :hbe 
Grand Signtor, 

OST of my Letters to the Gran- 

Aees of the Port, carry News of 

Wars, Sieges, and Battles among 

the Chriſtians. Now T1l tell thee 


who art my Friend, I'm at #ar with my 
ſelf. One Potent Paſſion takes the Ejeld a- 
gainſt another. Oppoſite Armies of 4 ffe- 

ions, 
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tions, are Embatteld in my Breaſt: My 
Heart 1s block'd up: Here, lies Intereſt En- 
trenched; There, Honour diſplays its Stan- 
dard. One Minute, Nature and Selt-Preſer- 
vation make a Sally ; thenext, they are beat 
back by Generoſity and Love. The Worſt 
of it is, that theſe Contrary Factions in the 
Sol, are fo blended together by a ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence, that it is almoſt Impoſſible to 
dicern which is which. 

Would {t rhou know what the Meaning of 
this is? I'll tell thee in Brief; I'm in a Con- 
troverſy with my ſelf, whether I'd belt to die 
or live, | 

Wonder not at. the Expreſſion, as if 'twere 
in any Man's Power to make this Choice ; 
{ance according to the Arſſulman Faith, we 
cannot haiten or retard the Moments decree'd 
by Fate. Aſſuredly, Predeſtiazation does not 
in the leaſt interfere with what is cailed Man's 
Free Will. Every the molt Voluntary Action 
of our Lives, complys as exactly with the 
Appointment of Eterzal Deſtiny, as the Ac- 
cidental. Fall of a Tyle trom a Houſe, or the 
more Regular and Conſtant Deſcent of Rain, 
Snow and Haul from the Clouds. And, for 
ought I know, we may as Properly call it 
the Free-Will of a River to run toward-the 
Sea, as for a Man to purſue the Various Cur- 
rents of his own Reaſon or Appetite. For ſo 
a Fountain frequently divides it felt into maziy 
Streams. before 1t talisinto the Ocean, which 
is its.,Center, And Man himſelf, notwirch- 
ftanding the boaſted Freedom: off his Will, is 
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as much confin'd to act according to his Prin- 
ciples, Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, _— and 
Habits; as the different Rivalets ifluing from 
the ſame Spring, are reſtrained each within the 
Banks of its Proper Channel. | 

But not to entertain thee with more A/e- 
gories; both thou and I, and all Men, find 
our (elves Violently carry d away by certain 
Inclinations ſo forcible, as no -Power of our 
Will is able to refiſt: Sometimes our Love; 
Hate, Joy, Grief; and fo the Reſt of Human 
Paſſions, are as [nvoluntary, -as the Motions 
of our Palſe. And tho' in the moſt Impor- 
tant Actions of our Lives, we Generally form 
ſome Regular Dehgn, as their Scope and Cen- 
ter; Yer we do many Things without Refle- 
Aion, as Muſicians are faid ſometimes to play 
Excellent Tues, without fo much as regar- 
ding or thinking what they are about. By 
all which it-is Evident, that our /7/ has lit- 
tle to do in the Conduct of our Lives. We, 
like all other Creatures, act according to cer- 
tain Secret Impuiſes of Nature. The very 
ſame Facalty which we call 7»/tini# in the 
Beaſts, is no other than what we term Rea- 
ſon, Wiſdom, Knowleage, Diſcretion and Fore- 
caſt in our ſelves. And I think 'tis no So/e- 
ciſm to ſay, That that was a Prudent Dog, 
who perceiving his Maſter making ready a 
Rope to hang him, (lily flipt away, and never 
camenear him more. 

Suffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion, 
and aſcribe it to Fate. For I'm on a ſudden 
ſtrangely Interrupted in my Thoughts, by . 

mo 
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moſt Furious Tempeſt ; A MedRy of Hail; 
Rain , Lightning and Thunder: And this 
laſt, tho' not over-noiſy and loud, yet it was 
the moſt ſingularly terrifying, that ever I 
heard in my Life- There is a Sort of Thur- 
aer which they call the Dram, becauſe ir ap- 
roaches near the Sound of that Warlike In- 
ument, making a Lively, Fierce Rumbling 
in the Air, like the Beat of an A/arm, There 
is another more A, like the Roaring 
of Canons. But this had a Touch in it, of 
the moſt Harſh, Afrizhting and Irregular 
Notfes, that ever ſhook the Pelkzsn. 

I was _—_— with a deep Melancholy, as 
ſoon as I heard the Horrid Clatter begin, and 
ſaw the Air darken apace, with a more than 
Ordinary Gloomineſs. Then I felt ſome Re- 
tigious Paſſons ſtruggling with my Reaſon, 
I was full of Fears, let God was Angry with 
me, for my Counterfeited Life among the 
Chriſtians: And imagined no lefs, than that 
this Tempeſt was raiſed on Purpoſe to deſtroy 
me; and make me an Example to all 714/- 
fulmans, who dare deny the Holy Prophet, to 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Grand Signior, as 
much a Mortal as themſelves. Or, at leaſt, 1 
eoncluded I ſhould taſte my Share of the 
Wrath of Heaven, at this Cholerick Juncture. 
Way, andall the Philoſophy I could muſter to- 
gether, ſerved but to raiſe my diſmal Expe- 
Rations of the Fata/ Blaſt, For I conld not 
avoid _ That a Wicked dan is a 
Aagnet, which Naturally attrafts the YVex- 


geance of Heaven : And that I being ſuch : n 
the 
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the Higheſt Degree, could not fail of having 
my- Sox! ſcorched up at Once to Nething, or 
Metamorphoſed to a Fary (which is Worls) 
by ſome Surprizing and Inevitable Flaſh. 
For, to paſs from .this Life by Lightning, 
Poyſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Deaths I fear. 

I fell on my Knees and Face, addreſ{ing 
my ſelf to God, with the moſt Humble and 
Fervent Devotion I was Capable of. I 
made my Application alſo to his Prophets. I 
{aid and did, all thar C—_ would pro- 
cure a Reſpite of the Puniſhment I fear'd- 
At length being tyred and ſick of too much 
Pr ayer, I roſe and fate down chearfully ; re- 
membring I was a 4«{[#/m4s, and reigned 
to the #11 of Deſtiny. Conſidering alſo, 
that I was an Arabian, of a Noble Stock; 1 
reſoly?d, if I muſt die, to e my felf 
with a Moderation worthy of my Blood; 
that fo I might go to the /»vi/ibles, like the 
Grand-Son of an Emir. 

Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity : 
But I eſteem it a Point of Juſtice, for a Man 
to take Care,that he may live and die like him- 
{e1f, without degenerating from the Virtue of 
his Ance/ors, or bringing a Diſgrace on the 
Tribe to which he belongs. For, tho' God 
has Created all Men of the ſame ozld, yer 
he has diſtinguiſh'd One Family from Ano- 
ther, by more than Specifick Charatters Im- 
printed on them in their Nativity : And has 
Ennobled ſome Mortals with Peculiar Quali- 

£16s 


263 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 


ties and Innate PerfeCtions, which Orhers are 
wholly Strangers to. So, there are Others Re- 
markable for Hereditary Vieces- 

Whether theſe Things depend on the Boo; 
or on the Difterent Circumſtances of S:#/; be- 
fore they came into theſe Bodies, is a Queſti- 
on not ſoon refolyd. But, this I'm fure of, 
Thar I find in my {elf both ſome Virtues and 
Vices, which I could never yet diſcover ſo 
Ocly blended together in any other Mortal. 
Pm always Campagning on the Frontiers of 
Good and Evil. Yet my Paſſions are not Mer- 
cenaty : No Price can tempt me to Trealo:y 
or .Perhdy. I am Mater of. a certain Falt- 
neſs of Spirit,” which no Human Charm 1s 2- 
bie to diſmantle. - My Integrity cannot be 
warpa by Gold. And 'ris for this Reaſon, I a 
httle value my felf. Which makes me tome- 
times inclin'd rather bravely to (ally forth in- 


to the Vnzzown World, than tarry in This, 


where I meer with Nothing but Contempt 
and Diſefteem from the Slaves of Him, tor 
whoſe Sike I bear the Fatigue of Life, Sure- 
ly, think-1, wherever it be my Lot to go, af- 
ter my Eſcape from this Aortal Stare; the 


Spirits of that Region will be kind to me, for 


the Sake of my Incorruptible Truftineſs: For, 

they have Intrigues as well as we ; and con- 

ſequenrly, will be glad of Faithful. Agents. 
In a Word, fince all my Zeal and Loyalty 


is thought nor to merit any Reward in this, 


Life; I would fain try, whether at leaſt I may 
not deſerye to be a Ghoſt of Hononr ; It _ 
'C 
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be any ſuch Diſtintions in that 7/9r/d of 
Sp8r itt 


Paris, 27th. of the 12th. an, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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EET I ER I, 
To Muſtapha, Baſla. 


] Shall acquaint thee with a late TranſaCti- 

on in this Kingdom, which I believe has bux 
tew Examples The Kaimachamn has alrea- 
dy receiv'd a Diſpatch: from me, wherein I 
fhgnify'd the Return of Chriſtina, Qxeen of 
Sweden into France : This Princeſs (ince her 
Arrival at Fontainbleaw, having- dſcover'd 
{ome Secret Treachery in one of her Retinwe; 
who was an Italian Marquis, pronounc'd a 
Formal Sentence of Death on him: Which 
was accordingly Executed on the roth. Day 
of the 11th. Afoom, by her own Officers, in a 
Gallery of her Palace, after he had been 
warn d of it by her Expreſs Order, and had a 
Confeſſour ſent to him, to prepare him for 
Another World. | 

When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent 
a Meſſenger to acquaint the French King with 
this Aftion, and the Reaſons which induc'd 
her toit- Some of the Comrtiers at firſt per- 


ſuaded him, That the Qzeex's Proceeding en- 


trench'd 
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| trench'd on his Royal Prerogative, he. being 
the ſole Arbiter of Life and Death within 
his own Dominionss Whereupon Aonſrenr 
de Chanut was ſent to Expoſtulate with her. 
I have formerly mention'd this Perſon. in 
fome of my Letters, when he was Embalſi. 
dor from this Crown to Queen Chriſtina, then 
Reigning in Sueden. He is a Gentleman of 
Great Abilities; and for that Reaſon, has been 
einploy'd in the moſt Difhicult Negotiations, 
with the States of Holland and other Coun- 
Fr1es. 

Yet People Cenſure variouſly; And the Caſe 
has been referr'd to the Dottors of the Civil 
Law; who Pronounc'd this Sentence in her. 
Favour, That being an Independent Sovereign, 
and having the Kon of France's Permiſſion to 
refide in this Realm, the Rights of Sove- 
reignty cou'd not be denyd her over her own 
SrubjetFs: Such are to be efteem'd all that are 
in. her Service and take her Pay, except the 
S1bjebts of the State where he refraes, 

The ſwift Execution of this Lxeen's Sex- 
tence on her Servant, in Part reſembles the 
Rigor of our Eaftern Juſtice, which admits 
of no Delays in puniſhing Cr:minal Perſons, 
and removing Traytors out of the Way- Nei- 
ther is it to be diverted, by any Fears of 
After-Claps. And though theſe eftern 11- 
narchs Generally pus no Man to Death with- 
out a Formal Proceſs at Law; yet ſometumes 
they have leap'd over this Rule, and only 
given the Word of Command to ſome of 
their Officers, and the Buſineſs was done: 
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As in the Caſe of the Marſpal a Ancre, and 
the Duke of Guize; The Ons falling by a 
Piſtol-Bullet, the Other by the Stab of a 
Dagger; and both in the King's own Palace, 
{urrounded with their Servants and Friends. 
And therg was no other Way for the Crows 
of France to ſecure it ſelf from the Attempts 
of theſe dangerous Men, who were grown to 
ſuch a Height, as to Monarch it almoſt as 
much as their Afafters.. 

Mighty Baſſa, the Charms of Sovereignty 
are very ſtrong, Creating Envy and Ambi- 
tion in Subjefts, and Jealouſy in Prixces, It 
is not fafe for an Eminent Granadce, to ap- 
pear too Popular. For he that is inveſted 
with a Diadem, can never brook a Rival, or 
on whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for 

uch. 


Paris, 2d. of the ſt. can, 
of the Near 1658. 
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LETTER II. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


ns E Spaniards are all diſlolv'd in Jcy for 

the Birth of a Young Prince, and Heir 
of that declining Monarchy. *Tis ſaid, that 
the King his Father, appointed a Solemn Fe- 
ftirval throughout all his Dominions,. com- 
manding his $:6jefts to Celebrate it with the 
moſt Exalted Demonſtrations of Toy. And 
on that Day, he himſelf wore-the Ranſom 
of Kings in his Apparel; the very Diamonas 
and Pearls in his Hat, being Valu'd at Three 
Millions of Go/d. By which rhou mayſt 
gueſs at the Reſt. 

He has alſo Communicated this Joyful 
News to all Chriſtian Princes and States, his 
Friends and Allies» And indeed, he has ſome 
Reaſon tomake a Noiſe of this Good Forrune, 
being an Old Man, and in all Men's Opinton 
not likely to have any more Children. 

His Ambaſſadors tn Foreign Countries, en- * 
deavour to imitate their Prince in all Manner 
of Magnificent Triumpks. And particularly 
from Holand we have the following Account: 
That on a certaia Day of the oor of Jann- 
ary, Don Stephano ds Gamara, the Spaniſh 
Amvaſſador at the Hagne, causd Te Deum 
to be ſung with Excellent Voices and Adnſich, 
whilit Fifty Pieces of O7anarce plaid continu- 
ally, Ar Night a Hundred and Fifty P:tch- 
Barrel: 
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Barrels were lighted on ſeveral Scaftolds in the 
Streets, and all the Windows in the Hagre 
were Illuminated with Pax-Tapers. And 
theſe Words were ſeen flaming in an Artificial 
Fire-Work for Two Hours together ; 


ParVe, at Magne PhILlppe, 
Proſpere proCeDe, et regna. 


I need not explain this 1»cription to'thee 
who art vers'd in the Roman Language; and 
wilt find, that all the Salt of theſe Words lies 
in the-Capital Letters pointing at the Year 
wherein this Young Prince was born, viz. 
MDCLVIL except a littleP#» upon his/Vame, 
which is Philip Proſper. On each Side, ap- 
pzar'd the Arms of the Spani/hKiag ; and Un- 
derneath, the Golden Fleece, fo Artifictally 
contriv'd, that from it ſprung Fountains of 
divers Kinds of Wine, at which the Mulri- 
tude drank liberally for ſome Hours: Whiltlt 
many new-Coin'd Pieces of Gold and Silver, 


were ſcatter'd among them out of the Ambaſ- 


ſaaors Windows. They were {tamp'd with an 
Olrve Tree, having this A4tto on One Side, 


Creſcente hac, Pax aurea creſcet : 


And on the Other Side a Hand, with this 
Hfcription in a Label, . 


Dabit Populis Parem. 


The French ridicule this latter fotto, and 
lay, The King of Spain will eer long "_ 
the 


| 
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the Title of Peace-Aaker, when he ſhall be 
forc'd to ſue for it, not being in a Condition 
to carry on a Far. 

Illuſtrious Officer, I know thou art well 
verſed in the Roman Hiſtories, having being 
Educated under Achmet-Lala, who was a 
Learned Man- And 'tis Probable, thou art no 
Stranger to the more Modern Relations of 
Exurope , and the Diverſe CharaGters of the 
People that Inhabir it. Yet, give me Leave 
to tell thee, That Rome in all its Victorious 


Bravery, never ſaw Firmer Soldiers in a Bat- ' 


tle, than the Spaniards are at this Day- Bur 
the French have Finer Wits, more Money, 
and better Fortune: And tis this makes 'em 
inſult. Beſides, Deſtiny over-rules All Things 
Every Kingdom and Empire has its Clima- 
ters, wherein it droops, declines, and at the 
Grand Cy:tical Period falls to ruine- 

The Greeks had Money enough when the 
Great Sultan Alahomet befieged Conſt antino- 
ple: But they had not Wit to uſe it for their 


own Preſervation ; and fo that City, the laft 


Conſiderable Stake of the Empire, was loſt ro 
the Ottomans, who ſoon after became 1a- 
fters of all the Reſt. 

Thou haft Wealth in -——_—_—— and Diſ- 
cretion to manage it : Slip no Opportznities, 
but remember the Old oy Proverb, 
which ſays, God has given whole Days to the 
Fortunate, but vo the Unhappy he afford; anly 
fome FHlonrs. 


Paris, 7th» of the 1{t. oor, 
of the Tear 1658. LET- 
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LETTER IV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 


of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms, 
zt Conſtantinople. 


Remember my Promiſe, though it be late, 

Thou know '{t I have many Hindrances, 
and therefore wilt not tax me with feigning 
an Excuſe. Hgwever, thy Letter came to 
me ina Good Hour, to put me in Mind of 
theſe Things, and to enquire of our Mother's 
Health, who ſtill refides in this City. 

I have ſaid Nothing of her, ſince my Firſt 
Letter after her Arrival at Paris. And, to tell 
thee the Truth,ſhe has ſaid Little her ſelf; be- 
ing Ignorant of the French Tongae,and too Old 
to learn it. Therefore her Chief Converſa- 
tion has been with Elachim and me, above 
theſe Three Years: For, that Jew ſpeaks In- 
different good Twrki/p and Arabick. 

If thou wou'dſt know how ſhe has ſpent 
her Time, 'Tis divided between her Devotions 
and her Needle. She lives more Recluſe than 
a Chriſtian Nan; ſeldom or never ſtirring a- 
broad, unleſs to take the Air of the Fields, 
and-then ſhut up in a Coach with her Maid. 
In a Word, her Manner of Living, is a fit 
Example for the French Women: For, 1 all 
Things ſhe obſerves the Laws of her Educas 
tio, and the Modeſt _— of the > | 
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No Argument can perſuade her to change 
her Grecian Garb, or drefs her ſelf after the 
Looſe Mode of Weſtern Females: Neither 
will ſhe Eat or Drink any where, but in the 
Houſe of Elachim, for Fear of infringing the 
Precepts of the Alcoran, and diſobeying the 
Meſſenger ot God: 'For ſhe eſteems the Diet 
of the Jews Pure, and free from Pol/ation. In 
her Pious and Motherly Zeal, ſhe rebukes 
me for Eating and Drinking with »fiaels: 
And I've Nothing to fay in my Defence,but the 
Neceſlity I lie under of preventing Suſpicion, 
that (o I may ſerve the S2/tan with greater 
Succeſs, and that I have the 7u#ts's Diſpen- 
ſation tor this and many more Irregularities: 
When ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to 
Keeaven, lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and 
appears refign'd : Yet ſhakes her Head, and 
ſeems to pity my Caſe; not without ſome 
RefleQtions on the Corruption of the Times, 
the Impiety of the Serag/io, and Want of 
Zeal for the Holy Prophet. | 

She has her Health to a Miracle : And ex- 
cepting the Firlt Two Afoors atter ſhe came 
to Paris, T never heard her complain of the 
leaſt Indifpotition- 'Tis poſſible, the Change 
of Air, with the Inconveniences of Travel- 
ling fo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
mode her at Firſt. She was for a while trou- 
bled with Rheams, Obſtruttions, and a Dyſen- 
tery: Burt ſhe ſoon overcame theſe Diſtem- 
_ and has ever fince been perfeftly 
WGllks 
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We often diſcourſe together of thee, and 
thy Travels in the Eaſt. Sometimes I read 
Part of thy Jorrnal to her, which affords her 
Infinite Delight. She congratulates her (elf, 
and thy Good Fortune, in eſcaping ſo many 
Perils and Deaths, as every where threaten 4 
Stranger: And takes a particular Delight to 
hear thy Adventures with the [24:az Lady, at 
the Court of Raja Hulacun, Thou may | be 
afſlur'd, our Mother bears a Singular Aﬀe- 
tion to thee: For we never meet, without 
wiſhing thee in our Company. She rejoices 
mightily, to hear of thy Proſperity and Ad- 
vancement in the Favour of the Grand Signor, 
and his Principal Miniſters; Wiſhing thee e- 
very Day a New Step of Hanour and Intereth. 
Thou may'R alſo reit fatisfy'd, that Iſabmut 
comes not ſhort of the AﬀeCtion he owes to 
ſuch a Brother. 

At other Times we talk of our Coufin 
ſouf, who is now in the Frozen Regions of the 
North, His Itinerary Memoirs, are allo very 
Pleaſant; And we paſs ſome Hours in,read- 
ing and comparing 'em with the Diſpatches 
which I frequently receive from dehemet, an 
Exild Emnuch in Egypt: For Iſoxf is more 
large in his Deſcription of that Country, and 
his Remarks on its Antiquities, than on- any 
other Part of Africa. Yet he fays enough of 
all that Soxthern Quarter. 

As to what I promis'd to inform thee, con- 
cerning the Pyramids, Mummies, and other 
Singularities of Egypt; know, that our Kinſ- 
man J/ouf is a great Critick, and- gives the 
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Lye to Herodotus, Diodorns, Strabo, Pliny, and 
other Writers of Greeceand Rowe. Neither will 
he conſentin all things to our ArabianHiſftories. 

He ſays, the P»ramias are neither ſo High, 
nor does their Baſs take up ſo much Ground, 
as is reported by the Ancierts. He laughs at 
thoſe who affirm, They caſt no Shadows at 
Noon, having experienc'd the Contrary when 
the Sz» was in Capricory. And we may be- 
lieve him in this, on good Ground : For it is 
Recorded of Thales Mileſins, wholiv'd above 
Two Thouſand Years ago, That he took the 
Height of the Pyramids by their Shadows. 

There are Three of theſe Admirable Strus 
Eres not far from Caire, and about Eigh- 
teen more in the Deſerts of Libya» It is Ge- 
nerally ſuppos'd, That they were built for 
Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings; ſome of 
them before the Foo , the reſt after-. There 
are not wanting Hiſtorians, who aflert the 
Greateſt of the Pyramids to be the Tomb of 
Seth, the Son of Adam. 

1/ouf was within this Mighty Fabrick, and 
atteſts, That af.er he and his Company had 
deſcended and aſcended through certain Gal- 
leries, they came at laſt to a Square Cham- 
ber,wall'd about with Pure Thebaick Marble; 
inthe Middle of which wasa Cheſt of the ſame 


Stone, which when ſtruck with the Foot, , 


ſounded like a 24ufrcal Inſtrument. It is be- 


liev'd, that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of - 


the King who built that Pyramid. 
The Ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, 
That even after that which we call Death, 


or 
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or the Separation of the Sw! and Body, there 
were certain” Arts to retain 'em together ; it 
not in ſo Stritt and Intimate an Union as be- 
fore, yet in a very Familiar Correſpondence 
for many Ages. So- that the Sox! ſhould al- 
ways take Delight to hover about the Body. 
and to exerciſe its Fac#/tzes in the Place where 
that was repoſed. 

For this Reaſon, in the Firſt Place they 
took out the Bowels, and whatſoever was 
molt liable to Corraption: And having waſh'd 
the Empty Belly with ne of Palms, mix'd 
with 4romatick Powders, they ſtuffed it 
with 1rrh, Caſſta, and many Coſtly Corn- 
fettions ; and then ſow'd it up. After this, 
they purified the Whole Body with Nitre ; 
And having-drawn out the Brains by the No- 
ftrils with'a Hook, they fill'd up the Skull 
with Melted Gums. And latt of all, they 
{wathed up the Whole Body in Silk, ſmearing 
it over with Rich Mixtures of Bitumen, Spices 
and Gams, and fo delivered it to the Kindred 
to be laid up in the Sepalchre. | 

Theſe were the Preparations they made to 
Court the Preſence of the Soul, by rendring 
the Body for Ever Sweet and Incorruptible. 
And, that the Majeſty of Royal Ghoſts might 
never be Interrupted or Violated by the 
Neighbourhood of Valgar Spirits, or the Ru- 
der Approach of Mortals; Kings built theſe 
Magnificent Piles, as the Palaces of their 
Laff Repoſe. 'Tis therefore they were Ere- 
Red in Deſert and Unfrequented Places, and 
in ſuch a Form as was eſteemed the moſt 
. O3 Dura- 
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Durable, and ſecure from the Injuries of | 
Time, the Aſſaults of the Elements, and from | '! 
the Common Fate of all Human Enterprites. 
Each Stone of a Prodigious Bulk, and rivet. 
ted to the next with a Bar of Iron : Which 
with the Strength and Invincible Faſtneſs of 
the Cement, renders it a Thing Impoſible 
tor any one of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſh- 
ed, tho' all Mankind were ſet to work for 
many Succeſtive Generations. 

A! Mamun, the Caliph of Babylon, at- 
tempted tro do it, bugin vain. For after he 
had ſet his Men at Work, and been at Vaſt 
Expences, they made bur one ſinall Breach, 
ſo Inconſiderable, that being made Senſible 
it would exhauſt his Trea/ares to remove 
but the Hundredth Part of the P>ramid, he 
defifted, full of Wonder at the Wiſdom of 
the Founders. 

If it be true, that the Sou! may by ſuch 
Allurements as theſe, be prevailed on to re- 
main with the Body in its Sepslchre, and that a 
Man's Future Happinefs conſiſts in this, I 
ſhould my ſelf Admire and Imitate thoſe 
Egyptian Sages. 1 would in my Lite-Time 
bti:ld me a finall {ax/olerm, according to 
iny Ability, and order in my Laſt #/1ll and 
Teſtament, that my Body be Embalmed and 
Condited tor a Perpetual Duration. But if 
none of theſe Arts can alter the Decrees of 
Deſtiay, or force an Immortal Spirit from 
Ranging where it pleaſes; I muſt conclude 
with P/izy, That this Celebrated Wiſdom of 
the Eryptians, was no other than Glorious 

| Folly, 
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Folly, and all the Magnificence of their Kings 
in building ſuch Coſtly Sepicores, but Royal 

Waſte. | 
They themſelves, in thus cautiouſly pro- 
viding to ſecure the $0#/s Abode with the 
Body after Death, tacitely own'd, That by 
the Courſe of Natzre it would immediately 
paſs ivto ſome other. Nay, the Tran/migra- 
tion of Souls, was an Eſtabliſhed Doftrine in 
Egypt. How then could they- be fo blind as 
to imagine a Dead Carcaſe, however Perfum- 
ed and Fenced againit Corrption, was more 
inviting than an Embryo tormed to live ? 
Or that it was more Elegible for the Sol ro 
be Impriſoned in a Dark Dzwngeon (for no 
better are the Infides of the Pyramids) than 
to enjoy the Light of the Sun, doom and 
Stars, and the Various Sweets of the Ele- 
ments> Brother, in my Opinion, 'twere bet- 
ter to be a Bird, a Worm, a Fly, or any Li- 
ving Thing, than to be thus Immur'd tor 
many Apes, and have no other Companion, 
but an Old Salred Mſummie. | 
Tſorf has made ſome Remarks on the Ri- 
ver Nie, to which he fays Egypt owes not 
only its Corn and Fruits, but alſo the very 
Soil which brings 'em forth. For every 
Year, at the Time of the Inundation, that . 
River brings along with it from «Ethiopia, or 
ſome other Regions through which it paſles, 
Abundance of Slime and Mud, with which it 
covers all the Land of Egypt, leaving it be- 
hind at the Decreaſe of the Waters ; So that 
the Soil of Egypt is dorrowed from other 
O4 Conntries» 
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Countries, And if this be true, for __ we 
know, the Place of its Situation may be bor- 
rowed from the Sea, according to the Opi- 
nion of ſome Ancient Philoſophers. 

Herodotns,- Pliny and others, - were of this 
Perſuaſton , grounding their Conjectures on 
the nearer Approaches of the Continent to the 
Iſland Pharos, from the Time of Homer, 
who exactly Calculated its Diſtance. And 
they concluded, That the Immenſe Quantt- 
ties of Slime which the Ni/e tranſports from 
the Mountainous Regions of Africa, might in 
the Space of Two Arad: of Years, have fil- 
led up all that Part of the Sea which is now 
Firm Lana, and call'd Egypt- 

If this be true, it ſeems to me very (trange, 
That the Egyptians ſhould boaſt of Greater 
—_— than any other Nation in the World, 
tho' their Country it ſelf be the Youngeſt of 
all the __ on Earth, an Abortive Spot of 
Ground, hatched by a River in the Depths of 
the Sea, and ever fince cheriſh'd by that Ri- 
ver as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceaſes not 
ro convey to it Yearly a Convenient Propor- 
tion of Aliment, whereby the Conntry it (elf 
grows in Bulk, and the Inhabitants are main- 
tained. O Admirable Providence of NVatare, 
who can penetrate into thy Myſterious Con- 
duct !. O Egypt abounding in Prodigies and 
Wonders! Where the Land and Water, with 
the other E/ements, conſpire to render thee all 
over /Airaculouss 

Dear Peſteli, I am tranſported when I 
think-of that- Region; and could relatea roy 
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fand more Paſlages,. both out of 1/ouf's Ie- - 
moirs, and from the Mouths of others, who 
have trave!led thither to obſerve ſo many 4- 
raclezr. But I believe, thy Patience will be- 
ſufficiently tir d with the Length of this Let- 
ter- Beſides, my Mother 1s juſt come to vi- 
fit me, and defires me to recommend her Un- 
feigned AﬀeCtions to thee. 

Be aſſured alſo, that Idahimut loves thee 
with the Integrity of a Man, and the Tender- 
neſs of a Brother : And he ſerves thee in all 


Things without repining, 


Paris,.17th. of the 1ſt. Door, 
of the Tear 1658. 


i 


LETTER V. 
To. the-Kaiunacham. 


T HE Penetians arevery angry for the Lols 
of Teneaos; and not without Reaſon ; 
For, that 1and 1s a delicate Spot-of Ground, 
abounding in Rich Wines, and other Pro- 
ducts of Natare, Beſides, it commands the 
Avenue cf- the Shinize City, the Refage of 
Mortals. * 

They varioully relate the Manner of its be- 
ing retaken from 'em, by the Arms which no 
Earthly Power is able to reſt, Endeavour- 


ing in all their Rumours, to diſguiſe the 
| Q 5 Truth + 
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Truth as much as they can, and miſrepreſent 
the Bravery of the Ottomans ; That fo the 
Actions of their own Generals, may make the 
Greater F12ure. 

Theſe Nazartzes have a bad Cauſe, and 
therefore are compelled to make Liſe of Shifts 
and Equivocations to ſupport it» They are 
quite degenerated from the Integrity of the 
Primitive Followers of Jeſus. In a Word, 
they make good the Character of the Ancient 
Candiots; Of whom a certain Poet ſays, They 
are thorow-pac'd Lyars, Ravenons Beaſts, and 
Gluttonous Drones. 

It is believ'd in theſe Parts, That when the 
Venetians quitted the 1ſland they departed 
not without Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, 
and blowing up ſeveral Hundreds of 77aho. 
metans, 1nto the Air. 

However, they have for Ever Proſcribed 
and Excommunicated G:rolamo Loredan, and 
Giovanni Contarini, in whoſe Cuſtody the 
Chict Fortrefles of the 1nd were; accuſing 
them of Cowardice and Treachery : Offering 
alſo Two Thouſand 2947s to any that ſe- 
zes on 'em within the Dominions of Venice, 
and Three thouſand to him that kills 'em in a- 
nother Commry. | 

I know, 'tis in the Power of the All-Com- 
manding Port to protect theſe Exiles, if they 
are within the Territories of our Sovereign; 
much more, if they ſhelter themſelves in that 
Santiuary of the Diſtreſſed. But thou, and 
the other Sypreme /Miniſters,are beſt able to 
judge whether theſe /nfige/s merit fo great a 


Favour, Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, their Caſe may be like that of 
Naaaft, Governour of Buda, when Solyman 
the Magnificent belieged that City. For Na- 
aaſt was a Man of Invincible Courage and 
Fidelity, but was betrayed by the Soldiers, 
who bound him in Chains, and deliver'd up 
the City and Caſtle to the Vittorious Silt ans 
That brave Hero underſtanding their Trea- 
chery,and the Reſolution of Naauft,ſet him at 
Liberty, and preſented him with Noble Gifts ; 
but commanded the Perfidious Garriſon to be 
cut in Pieces: A due Reward of their Trea- 
ſon- For, tho' Princes ofren make Uie of 
Traytors to ſerve their own Defigns; yer, 
when the Work is done, they commonly 
purſue the Hated Inſtruments, with the Et- 
tects of a Juſt Contempt and Indignation. 

Plutarch the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with 
Inſtances of this Nature ; fo does Heroaian, 
and other Reman Authors: But, no Exam- 
ple of Puniſhment in this Kind, ſeems to 
Proportionate, Regular and Ingenious, as 
that which Zrennns, King of the Gals, cau- 
ſed to. be Inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſvs ; 
who, when he beſieged that City, promiſed 
to deliver it into his Hands, on Condition 
that his Soldiers would beſtow on her, all 
their Ornaments of Gold, which they had 
Plundered ia the Wars of Afia, and wore a- 
bout them as Trophies: For, when ſhe had 
performed her Contract, the Wiſe General to 
do his Part, cauſed this V:rgin to fic down on 
the Ground; and then every Solcizr in his 
Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, ſhe was 

oppretiec 
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oppreſſed with the Inſupportable-Weight, and 
buried Alive in a Heap of Gold. 

I do not mention this, as if the like were 
due ro the Venetian Captains, I reter the 
Judgment of ſuch Things to my Superionrs, 
Atlinifters of the Bleſſed Sarfttrary of Man. 


ind. 

'Tis poſſible,the Viz3r-s of the Bench thought 
me dead, or turned Renegaao, becauſe they 
have not received any News from me theſe 
Five A00ns, But I tell thee, neither ez 
nor Devils can corrupt the Faith: of Iah- 
mut. By the God of my Yows, there 1s not a 
more Truſty Man in the V»:verſe. 

All the Reaſon of my Silence; was the 
Height of the Yaters, which ſeemed to threa- 
ten the Earth with a Second Deluge. Ger- 
many was a Sea, and Flanders a cs for a- 


bove Three ons together; fo that *twas 


Impoſſible for the Poſt to travel. There were 
ſeen alſo ſtrange Spettres of Fire in the- Air; 
And the People of Brabant, were Alarmed 
with Uncouth Noiſes in- the Elements. 
Perhaps, Illuſtrious Kaimacham, theſe are 
the laſt Preparations, to the Grand Cholick of 
Nature ; when Wind, Water and Fire, ſhall 
ftrive to turn this 77/4 into its Old Chaos. 


Paris, 3d- of the 6th. oor, 
of the Tear 1658+ 
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LETTER VI, 


To Solyman, his Couſin, at Con« 
{tantinople. 


XA AORE Melancholy ftill> Wilt thou 


L have no Compatllion on thy Exil'd 
Uncle, but haranguehim- ro Death with thy 
Religions Jargon ? Believe me, thy Letters of 
this Kind are as Irkſom to- me, as the Conti- 
nual Din- and Babling of Boys is to a Poor 
Weary Pedagogne. 1 forbid taee not to write 
to me, and that as often as thou wilt: 'Tis a 
Comfort in my Baniſhment, to hear from 
thoſe of my B/oog But let me beg of thee, 
to alter both thy Theme and Style. Leave 
Spiritual Things to the Mollahs and Imanms : 
And let thy Thoughts be taken up in Things 
belonging to thy Trade. In that be as Inqui- 
fitive as thou canſt. Bend thy Mind wholly, 
to make new Diſcoveries and Improvements 
in that; and it will turn to thy Advantage. 
At thy Hours of Leiſure I counſel thee to read 
Hiſtories, and ſometimes go into Company : 
There- is-much to. be gaind by Converſling 
with Men of Sence-- Such will terve- as A4r- 
rows, wherein thou may it behold Humanity 
in its Proper Figure, and the Deformity of 
that izard, with which Errour and Super/#1- 
tion difſguize our Natare, They will correct 
thy Miſtakes, withour putting __ - A 
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Bluſh. Wit and Reaſon ſhall flow from 
their Tongues, as foft Harmonies breathe 
from the Pipes of an Organ, which chear the 
Spirits, and ſerene the Heart that was cloud- 
ed with Sadneſs. - 

The Imperial City is full of ſuch, both 
Natives and Strangers. Cull them out from 
the mix'd Multitude, and make 'em thy Com- 
panions, without regarding the Diffterence 
of Religion, whether they be /4»uſſulmars, 
Franks, Armenians, Jews, or others. Above 
all Things, ſhun the Society of Brgots, and 
number not thy ſelf among thoſe who are 
Opinionated, becaule. they profeſs the Tre 
Fiith: For, what fignifies that, if their 
Lives be Vitious? I tell thee, they are worſe 
than the /yfide/s. Give no Heed to Fortune- 
Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to A/trolog y. For 
winlft they boaft of- knowing other Mens 
Fares, they are Ignorant of their own, And 
if there be any Truth in that Sczexce, one may 
ſay, their Ignorance in it aftronts the Stars, 
and often provokes 'em to haſten their own 
- Ruine- Aﬀure thy {elf, they only amuſe the 
World with Portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. 

Aſſociate thy ſe]f with none but Prudent 
and Moderate Men, whoſe Arals are not 
leaven'd witha too Furious Zeal; who look 
not Supercilpuſly and with Diſdain on a 
Frank as he walks along the Streets, much 
leſs ofter him any Indignity, when he goes 
about his Honeft Bufineſs, under the Prote- 
Ction of the Grand Signior, It becomes nos 
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but, Janizaries and Raffians, to be guilty of 
theſe Incivilities to Srraugers.. The Law of 
Nations, and the Particular Commands of 
our Holy Prophet; oblige us to treat ſuch 
wich all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Befides, 
'tis a Reflection on the Juſtice and Hoſpitality 
of the M7agnificent- Port, which is the Refuge 
and Sanituary of all the Earth, that a Stran- 
ger cannot walk the Streets in Peace. De- 
{piſe no Man on the Score of his Re/igion; for 
there are no Factions in Paraai/e: But conf1- 
der, that whilſt Thouſands of {uſſulmans 
ſhall go to H-/ tor their Wicked Lives, fo an 
Equal Number of thoſe we call afidels, may 
be receiv'd into the /1anſions of the Bleſsd 
for their Virtwes. 

Thou ſeemeſt to be much concern'd for 
thy $577: Thy Letter abounds with over- 
much Care in this Foinr. In being too ſol- 
licitous, it is Evident thy Faith is ſmall. E- 
very Line is tinctur'd with Sad Expreſſions 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, 
Gins, and I know not what other Devices the 
Devil has to ruine thy Poor Soul, (as thou 
call it it.) Coxfin, doſt thou know what the 
Soul is, about which thou keep'ſt ſuch a Pud- 
der ? It thou doit, 'tis more than I do, and 
yet I have been fearching and prying into it 
above theſe Thirty Years; I mean, from the 
Time that I Firſt began to think and conſider 
of Things; but am as far to ſeek as everl was. 
Neither cou'd all the /i/e Men. of O14, the 
Philoſophers and Sages, for ought I perceive, 
agree 1m their V erdith about this Myſterious 
Thing which we call the Sozl. One 
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One will have it to be,O»ly the Fineſt Payt of 
Matter in the Body. Another ſays, Tis the, 
Air which the Lungs ſuck in, and diffuſe 
through all our embers. A Third Sort af-. 
firm it to be, A Mixture of Air and Fire ;. 
A Fourth, Of Earth and Water ; A Fifth call 
it, 4 Complexion made up of the Four Ele- 
ments, a Kind of urator 25M and I know 
not what. The Egyptians calld it,: A cer- 
tain Moving Number; And the Chaldeans,, 
A Power without Form it ſelf, yet: Imbibing all 
Forms. Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfettion of 
a Natural Body. All theſe agreed, That it 
was Corporeat, and as it were Extracted from 
Aatter. The beft Definition among them is: 
not worth an A/ſpre. 

But there were Men of Sublime Specula- 
tions, who affirm'd the $:z/ to be, 4 Divine 
Subſtance, Independent of the. Body. Ot this 
Opinion were Zoroafter, Hermes Triſmegi- 
ftus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plutarch, Porphyry, 
and Plato, This laſt defin?d the Sox! to be, 
A Self- Moving Eſſence, enau'd with Vnaer- 
ſtanding» But when they have ſaid all, I pre- 
fer the Modelty. of Cicero, Sexeca, and others, 
wit acknowledg'd they were altogether Ig- 
norant what the Sox is. 

There was no leſs Diſagreement among the 
Philaſophers, about the Seat. of the Soul. Hip. 
pocrates and Hierophilas plac'd. it in the Ven- 
tricles of the Brain. Democritas allign'd it 
the hole Body» Strabo was of Opi- 
nion, it. reſides between the Brows; Epicu- 


Ys, in the Breaſt. The Stoicks lodg'd it in 
the 
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the Heart; and Empedocles in the Blood: 
Which laſt ſeems to be themoſt Current O- 
po_ of the Eaft to this Day: In Regard 

oth Hoſes the Lawgiver of the Jews, and 
Aahomet our nap aſſerted the ſame, 
and for that Reaſon forbid F//+ to be eaten 
with the Blood. 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal 
or Incorporeal, a Subſtance or an Accident, 
whether it dwell in the Head-or in the Feet, 
Within or Without the Body, there is no Cer- 
tainty of theſe Things, neither- can we be 
aſſur'd, what will become of it/after Death» 
Therefore 'tis in vain to diſquiet thy ſelf in 
Search of a ALyſtery that is hid! from Afortals. 
And Equally fooliſh it will be, to frighten 
thy ſelf with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, 
and ſuch like Chimera's, which thou ſuppo- 
ſelt the Dewvi/ is buſy with to entrap thy 
Soul. 'Tisa Wonder thou. art not afraid to 
fleep, leſt he ſhould catch thee Napping, and 
ſeal thy So#!from thee, I wou'd fain know, 
what Sort of Tools he muſt uſe; to take hold 
of a Sub/tance more Thin and Imperceptible 
than a Shadow, or how he will be able to 
ſeize-and run away with a Being Active and 
Free as Thought ? 

Couſm, ſerve God after the Manner of thy 
Forefathers; love thy Friends, pardon thy 
Enemies, be Juſt to all Men, and do no In- 
jury to any Beaſt, If thou obſerveſt this 
Rule, thou may'ſt defy the Devi/; for thy 
Sowl is in Safe Cuſtody. Godis nearer to thee, 


than thouart to thy ſelf. He is in the co 
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of Every Thing, and is Himſelf the Centre 
o All Things. In a Word, He is All in 


Paris, 3d- of the 6th. on, 
of the Year 1658, 


LETTER VIE 


To Afis, Baſla. 


N OW the Scenes are changed in Emvope. 

Enemies are become Friends, and thoſe 
who profefled a Mutual Friendſhip, are at 
open Defiance. Conſtancy is a Vice in the 
Politicks, and a. Dextrous Way of ſhifting 
from one Engagement to another ; for Inte- 
reſt, is eſteemed the only Stare-Vertue- 

I have already Intimated to the Divas, the 
War which broke out laſt Year between the 
Swedes and Danes, The latter begun it by 
Solemn Proclamation, ſending a Herald at 
Arms to the Snediſh Conrt, and diſpatching 
Embaſſaders to all his Allies in Chriſtendom, 
to give them an Account of his ah wary - 
Now I ſhall entertain thee with a ſhort /aea 
of this War, By which thou wilt compre- 
hend, That the Dazes are elther much dege- 
nerated. from the Yalour of their a 6. 

who 
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who formerly made the moſt terrible Figure 
of all the Nations in the North : Orelfe, they 
are leſs oblized to Fortane, who has not fa- 
voured them with ſo many Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs of late, but rather expoſed 'em to 
the Inſults of their Enemies, and the Con- 
tempt of all Men. | 

When the King of Denmark firſt proclaim- 
ed this War, he had a fair Advantage of the 
Szedes, who at that Time were ſorely entan- 
gled between the Polanders, Germans and 
Moſeovites, and had more Need of Helps 
than Hind'rances- Yet, King Guſtavas turn- 
ing Part of his Forces into Holftein, Schone- 
land, and Juitlana, he took one Part after a- . 
nother, till he had over-run thoſe Provinces 
in the Space of Six Afoons ; And reduced the 
Danes to a Neceſſity of Compoſition, and 
that on ſuch Diſhonourable Terms, as ren- 
ders them the Scorn of the Neighbouring Na- 
FOAS. 

On the 13th. of the 3d. Aoon, the Two 
Kings had an Interview near Copenhagen, the 
Capital City of Denmark : For, ſo far had the 
Fortune of the Szcai/Þ Arms carried their Vi- 
tories. They Eat and Drank together ſe- 
veral Times, and Converſed privately ſome 
Hours. At laſt, a Firm Peace was Concluded 
between them, and they concerted the Mea- 
ſures of a Perfect Friendſhip. 

But, before this, the Daze had been forced 
to yield up Schoneland, with Elrmberg , 
which commands Half the Ba/tick Sea. He 
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ſurrendred alſo the Provinces of Blakin and 
Halland,with a very ſtrong Caſtle; the Hla»dof 
Burtholme; Ten Ships of War ; and obliged 
himſelf to pay a Million -of Do/lars ; and to 
maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and Foot in 
the King of Suedeland'sService, and give Free 
Quarter to all the Syea:/4 Forces till the 5th, 
Aſoon, Theſe are fuch Diſhonourable Arr:- 
cles, that the-King of Denmark has quite loſt 
himſelf inthe Eſteem of all his A{ies. They 
call him a Poor-Spirited Prince, not Worthy 
of Support or Afſiflance. 
In a Word, Serene Baſſa, it is like to fare 
with hitn, as with other Unfortunate Men, 
- who when they are once falling, every Body 
will help to throw them down. Therefore 
conſerve thy. Honour; as the-only Bulwark of 
thy Intereſt and Life. 


Paris, 3d. of the 6the Ion, 
of the Tear 1658, 
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To the Mufti. 


Y the Faith of a True Believer, I ſwear, 
1D the Chriſtians are Enemies to themſelves, 
if they do not embrace the Project of a cer- 
tain Feſaite, They are no Friends to their 
Meſſias, if they rejedt ſo Regular an Jdea, 
ſo Reformed:a Model of the Nazarene Em- 
pire, as this Sage has lately propoſed to the 
Pope and the Cararnals, 

He lays his Fondation very deep, and 
draws his Examples from the Prattice of Pe- 
ter, the Prince of the Firſt Twelve Chri- 
ſtian Caliphs, whom the Franks call the Apo- 
ſtles of Jeſus the Son of Mary. For, accor- 
ding to their Traditions, the deſſias before 
he aſcended to Heaven, left an exact Pat- 
tern of the Empire he deſigned to Eſtabliſh 
on Earth. He divided this Empire into Twelve 
aiſtin&F Provinces, according to the Number 
of his Apoſtles or 'Vicars, aſſigning to each 
that Quarter of the World where he was to 
preſide, as Afoſes had formerly Cantcni- 
zed the Holy Region of ns <7 among 
y Twelve Tribes, that deſcended from 7a- 
cub. 

But the Happy Son of Mary, being a far 
Greater Prophet than 2/oſes, or any that had 
gone before him ; they ſay, he would not be 
content with diminutive Territories, or Do- 
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minions diſprojortionate 5 51s Inefable De. 
ſcent avd Original. Ticrctore he relolved on 
the Conqueit ©! the Wilt tart 3 comman- 
. ding his F:iregerents © ciipere themſelves * 
through al! Vations, iccorcing to a certain 


Method, 2nd proclaim ws Cavs to every 
Creatare on tie Globe. 

Venerabis Preſident of the Faithfal, | re. 
late theſe j3'hings, as I receive them from the 
Mouths and Pens of Learned Chri/t:ans, who 
may be preſumed to know their own Hiſtory, 
Thou wilt perhaps expe6t ro hear of Armies * 
immediately raiſed ; of Camps, Battles and 
Sieges ; of Devaftations by Fire and Sword ; 
Storming cf Cities, and Famiſhing of the 
more Impregnable Fortrefles : In a Word, I 
believe :110u lookeſt for a Relation of Cam- 
pagr:-5 and Victories, more Glorious than the 
Atchievements of the Roman Czſars, more 
Fortunate than the Succefles of Alexanaer 
the Great: But, I tell thee, all the Regiſters 
and Archives of the Primitive Chriſtians,can- 
not furniſh us with any /4demoirs of this Na- 
ture. 

"Their Goſpe! mentions no Warlike Under- 
takings, nor ſo much as the drawing of-a 
Sword by the Son of Mary, or any of his Fol- 
lowers, unleſs in a Private Rencounter, when 
Peter the Lieutenant of the Mefſias, enflam- 
ed with a Paſſion to ſee his faſter _—__ 
by Judas, his Kaya, or Tefterdar, and rudely 
aflaulted by Malchr, a Slave of the Fewiſh 
Adufti, the Valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, 


and cut off the Fellow's Ear. ; 
Believe. 
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Believe me, O Myſterious Door of the 
Huſſulmans, T have perus'd the Fowr FHiſto- 
ries of the Life of Feſxs, written by thoſe 
who were Eye- Witneſſes of his Actions ; and 
I find indeed, that he once faid to them of 
his Retinue, 7 come not to ſend Peace on Earth, 
but a Sword, Yet by the Sequel it is evident, 
That when he examin?'d what Weapons his 
Followers had, and they told him, bt Two 
Swords; he ſeem'd to be well fatisfy'd, ſaying, 
It is enough; Though a Moment before, he 
bid him among 'em that had 0 Sword ſell 
his Robe and buy One. 

And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, 
one of the Primitive Chriſtian Caliphs, to the 
Naxzavenes at | Epheſus ; wherein he counſels 
them, to put on Complete Armour, as Hel. 
met, Breaſt-plate, Shield, Bntkins, Sword, 
and the Reſt. 

Beſides theſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there 
is no 4£/itary Diſcourſe throughout the Book 
of the Goſpel; much leſs any Relation of Bat- 
tels, Sieges, or any Aartial Exploits. And 
the Chriſtian AMollahs or Dottors, Interpret 
that Letter of Paul in a Myſtical Sence. 

Wilt thou know then, how the eſtas 
and his Apoſtles ſubdu?d the World? I tell 
thee, It was by _ey Vertue and Good 
Works, by Miracles, and Evident Demon- 
{trations of a Supernatural Power afliſting 
them. For, they ſpake ll Larguages, yet 
were moſt of them Hliterate c-!5ns: They 
Cur'd the Deaf, the Blind, thz Lame :nd the 
Paralytick, without the Methods of Surgery 

or 
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or Phyſick. They caſt out Devils; Rais'd 
the Dead: And Finally, perform?d ſuch and 
ſo many Stupendous Actions, that the 7Fir/d 
became Captivated to their Dottrines and 
Laws, and willingly. ſubmitted .to a Joke, 
which ſeem'd to come from Heaven. Wit 
Divixe Eloquence, and the Dint of Irreſi- 
ſtibleReaſon,Peter the Prince of the Chri/tsan 
Ce, ſubdu'd the Minds of his Aſtoniſh'd 
Auaitory, one Day in Jeruſalem ; fo that be- 
fore the Sw" went down, he gain'd Five 
Thouſand Preſe/ztes.. The Fame of theſe 
Things was ſoon ſpread through the Adjacent 
Countries, and Freak Remote Provisces; 
and the Number of the Converts was pro- 
portionably encreaſed. In a Word, all that 
Embrac'd the Faith of Je/#s, ſurrender'd both 
themſelves and their Eſtates, to be entirely 
diſpos'd of, at the Pleaſure of the Apoſtles. 
So great and unreſerv'd an Attach had they 
for the Vicars of their God. 

Now the forenamed FJeſwite conſidering 


theſe Things, and com the State of 
thole Devont Times, with ths Libertiniſm, 


Diviſions, Wars and General Contempt of 
the Prieſthood among the Chriſtians of Suc- 
ceeding Times, and eſpecially in this Preſent 
Age; attributes the Sowrce of all thefe Ev:ils, 
to the 1 Conduft of the Apofttes themſelves, 
and their Scceſſors in the Primitive Times, 
who did not ſufficiently m__ the Advan- 
tages they were png of, when the Pioxs 
A1sltitude wou'd willingly have made 'em 
Lords of All Things. For, lays be, by Au 
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ame Methods and Reaſons might they have 
Claimed the Dominion o'er the E/tates of 
Kings and Empereours themſelves, as o'er the 
Goods and Lands of the Meaneſt Proſetyre : 
Since they wereall equally Sons of the Cer, 
and Subjefts to the Diſcipline and Laws of 

e/115, 

This Ecclefraſtich Politician therefore migh- 
tily blames Pope Sylvefter, who fate in the 
Chair of Peter, when Conſtantine the Great 
became a Chriſtian, being the Fir/t of the 
Roman Emperours who embraced that 
Faith. He accules him, I ſay, of Weakncis 
and a Mean Spirit, for accepting of that De- 
zation, which to this Day 1s called the Patri- 
mony of the Chxrch, and comprehends all the 
Temporal Eſtate the Roman Pontifs can boa{t 
of: Whereas, he ought to have claimed an 
Entire Reſignation of the Whole Riman En 
pire into his Hands, as Supreme Vicar of God 
on Earth, This would have been a Pattern, 
lays he, to all the Ki»gs and Princes of the 
Earth, who thought fit to turn Chri/tians. 
And to the Dominions of the World, had all 
fallen to the ſhare of the Prieſts. 

Neither could it appear difficult, in his Q- 
pinion, to have reduced the Greateſt 27 - 
aarchs, to ſuch a Forgettulnefſs and Contempt 
of their Royal Birth, and all the rotent 
Charms of a Crows : Since the ſame Rheto- 
rick which perſwaded 'em to be Followers of 
the eſſias, would have allo convinc'd em 
of the Vanity of all Earthly Enjoyments ; 
and of the Qbligation x had to be dot 
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fied, and to purſue their Claims to Diadems 
of 2 more Exalted Degree, the Incftable Re. 
galia of Paradiſe. : 

But fince Things are thus in their Preſext 
State, and the Chriſtian Princes retain their 
Soveratznty , without any other Dependance 
on the Pope, ſaving in Matters purely Religi. 
ou5; this Jeſuire propoſes, That the Remax 
Pontifs would either tirſt Reform their own 
Lives and Court, to tie Height of that Pri- 
mitive and Apoſtolica! Purity, which. ſhined 
ſo eminently in the Eariteſt Governonrs of 
the Charch; and by that means perſwade all 
the Monarchs in Chriſtendom to become their 
Sabjefts : Or elſe, compel them by Force to 
take the Order of Priefthosd, and fo turn their 
Crowns into Mitres, their Kingdoms into Ec. 
cleſraſtickh Commonwealth, where all the Pub- 
lick Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and 
in Fige, the Whole $//7ez of the Civil and 
Politick Adminiſtration ſhould be managed 
by the Prieſts, in a Subordinate Dependance 
One of Another, according as their ſeveral 
Characters required. By which means, all 
C:riſtendom would be ſoon United into one 
Eccleſiaſtich Empire, whereof the Pope ſhould 
-be the Supreme Head, in Temporals as well as 
Spirituals. 

What I have related, isnot only this Man's 
Private Proje&t, but the Vaiverſal Aim of 
his Yale Order. And Thoufands of other 
Prieſts and Derwiſes, are Caballing, in all the 
m_ and Conntries of Exrope, to bring it to 
Pals. 


Venerable. 
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Venerable Eſad, it God ſhould ſuffer their 
Contrivance to take Effect ; 'it-is tobe feared, 
our Wars with the Chriſtians would: be- as 
E xpenſrve and Trowubleſome, 1t not more Fa- 
tal to the IMnſſulman Intereſt , than -when 
theſe [fidels, formerly laying afide-their Pri- 
vate Fenas, banded together to Conquer the 
Hely Lana. 


Paris, 25th. of the 5th. Ifoon, 
of the Near 1658, 


LETTER IX 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Pre- 
ſident of the College of Sciences 


at Fez. 


Received the Pacquet of Venerable Import, 

containing Sacred Counſtels and Acceptable 
Intelligence; repleniſhed with Noble A4e- 
moirs and Illuttrious Remarks, Sage Precepts, 
and Refined Improvemnts ia Philoſophy and 
the 1/terions Science of Nature. 

With abundance of Aﬀection and Joy I 
read the CharaCter of Aſuſu Abu! Tahan, 
and theEncomium of his Wildom and Virtues. 
May a Conſtellation of fuch Lights always a- 
dorn that Renowned Co/ege, and trom thence 
diſperſe their Learned [fluence and Rays, riot 
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only throvgh Africa, but over all the Earth : 
That Fez, may be Numbered among the C:- 
ties whoſe Fame is ſweet; That it may be 
ranked with Jeraſalem the Holy, Maſre the 
Ancient, Medina Talnabi the Chaſt, and the 
Salutiferons Babylon; acquiring a Peculiar 7:- 
tle of Honour, an Attribute worthy of Reſpect, 
when Men ſhall every where call it, Fez, the 
Afother of Sciences. | 
My $24/ bas been very Inquifttive and Reſt- 
leſs for many Years, and I think this 1s owing; 
to my Captivity in Palermo, For before that, 
whillt I lived at Eaſe in the Serag/o, basking 
under the Warmer [fierce of Royal Maje- 
fy, the Sacred Preſence of the Grand S1gater, 
who like the Sz gives Motion, Heat and Lite 
to all things; I neer regarded Zoks, or once 
applied my Mind to {tudy any Thing, but 
how to acquit my ſelf in'my Station, and 
Rrengthen my Intereſt at the Court : Eſteem- 
ing all other Learning as Barbarons, which 
conduced not to this End. | 
Foreign Hiſtories and Languages, were E- 
qually Contemptible to me: I thought it be- 
neath a AMuſſulman Conrtier, to give his 
Tongue and Mind the Fatigue of any other 
Dzaleet, ſave the Perſian, Arabick, and Turkiſh: 
Or to load his Memory with the Records of o- 
ther Nations, deſigned to be the Slaves of 
True Believers. 
As to the Speculative Sciences, I was Na- 
turally defirous enough of Knowledge. But I 
either had not Leiſure, or wanted Books and 
other Advantages of S!#dy. So that all. the 
Knowleage 
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Knowledge | could then boaſt of, confliſted 
only in fume looſe Notions of Logick and 1e- 


Pepiyfichs, which I had got by reading an Old 
| Arabick Manyſcript. AndI thought my ſelf 


Hiſtorian enough, after I had peruſed the 41- 
vals of the Ottoman Empire, and now and 
then caſt an Eye on the T#rki/p Tranſlation of 
Herodotus and Plutarch. 

'Tis true indeed, by Converfing frequently 

with the Greeks, I ſoon learned their YV#lgar 
Dialett ; But this 13 far from the Polite Lan- 
guage of the Ancient Grecians: And a Page 
of the Treaſury, taught me the Rudiments 
of Sclavonian; which afterwards I learn'd more 
Perfectly, hoping it would be of fome Ser- * 
vice to me one Time or other. 
All theſe were very Superficial Accompliſh- 
ments ; yet I thought my ſelf Happy enough, 
without ſearching any farther. The Plea- 
ſares and Gayeties of a Courtly Life, took: 
from me the Edge and Guſt, with which I 
have ſince purſued more Solid States, and 
looked into the Wiſdom of the Ancients, 

But when once Misfortune had changed the 
Scene of my Life, and inſtead of the Honour- 
able Poſt I had in the Grand Signior's Service, 
Fate had renderd me a Miterable Abject 
Slave in Sicily; T began to grow very Thought- 
ful and Penſive. The Condens Drudgery 
and Labour I underwent, foon mortified my 
Former Paſſions, and weaned me from all 
Hopes of Worldly Honour. And the Cruel 
Stripes I daily receiv'd from that Barbaronus 
Infidel, my Maſter, fſobroke my Spirits, that 

P 3 Servitnde 
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Servitude pecame Familiar to me; and de- 
ſpairing to be Happy in this Wemid, I was 
only Ambitious to be Wile. 

I grew very Contemplative: And having 
acquainted my felt with an honeſt Carpenter 
in the Town where we lived, who had a great 
many Boobs in's Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral 
Choice Treati/es; and 1 borrowed all the 
Hours I could from Sleep, to peruſe rhem 
with Attention and Profit» That Carpenter 
pity'd my Condition, and did me many Good 
Offices. of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 
of Reward, fave what he expected from God. 
By his Means, I contracted a Familiarity with 
Two or Three Learned Men, who ſpared no 
Pains to Inſtrutt me in the Roman and Arnci- 
ent Greek Languages, as alſo in the Principles 
of Philoſophy. My 74after often beat me for 
this, attributing the Neglect of his Bufmefſs, to 
my Bookionefe (as he called it) and keeping 
the Prieſts Company». But all his Severity, 
could not abate my Ardent Thirſt - after 
Knowledge, I till continued Studying at cer- 
721m Seaſons, t111 the Happy Hour of my Re- 
demiptim; and then I frequented the Acade- 
mics, Ever ſince which Time, I havenegle&- 
© no Opporrunities of Improving my Rea- 
/3%: Yet find mv IF at this Day, much in 
the Dark, There appears no Certainty, in 
any Scieace but the /Mathematicks. All the 
Reſt are entangled with a Thouſand Contro- 
verſies and Riddles : Which has made me 
turn Sceptick in moſt Things: Only I retain 
an Inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, and == 

08F 
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Book of Prophetich Doftrines and Traditions 
Next to theſe, I pay a Protound Refpett to 
the Writings of Porphyry the roar kr who 
ſeems to approzch neare(t to Keaſon of all the 
Ancient Sages. , His True Name was the ſame 
as thine [ delech)} which thou knoweſt, in 
the Syriark hgnifies [ King. ] Whente his T#- 
tor Longinas taking Occaſion from the Uſual 
Colour of Royal Robes, called him Perphyrins, 
which in the Greek ſignifies, One clad in Pure 
ple. He was barn at Zhre, the detropolis of 
the Ancient Phenicians. His Peaigree was 
Noble, .and his Edxcation Generous. Nature 
alſo had. foraied him for a Sage, and Fortune 
favoured him with Advantages enzugh. For 
beſides his Firſt Thtor, whom I have already 
mentioned (who was the Greateſt Grammas- 
rian and Orater of his Time';) Porphyry went 
to Rome; whigre he gained the Friendſhip of 
Plotiaas :, And that - Philoſopher accompliſhed 
him in-the Perfe&tion of all Science. _ So that 
he had Power over the Dizmons, and expsl- 
led the Genizs Atan, which Infeſted certain 
Baths in Rome. In a Word, his Dottrines 
appeared Divine,and his Atons more than Hu- 
mane. Yet he himſelf before his Death, pub- 
Iiſh'd a Reverſe of his Former Writings : 
Which is a ſufficient Argument, That there is 
no Stability in the Thoughts of AMortals. 

Therefore, fince the Wiſeſt of Men contra- 
dict themſelves and turn Scepticks, tell me, 
O Oracle. of the Age, Why may not1? 


Paris, 1 3th- of the 8th. 1foor, 
of the Tear 1658. P 4 LE T- 
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To Murat, Balla. 


I Ho has been ſomething lately tranſ. 
ated between the French and the Em- 


eſp, which ſeems a Myſtery, No body here' 


underſtands the Meaning ot it, but the very 
Privads's of the Cabinet: Yet every one 
gueſſes, 'tis a Fetch of azarin's Wir. That 
Afinifter has more /Meanders in his Brains, 
than an Old Tarki/b Gameſter at Cheſs; who 
foreſtes no leſs than Nie Unavoidable Con- 
ſequences, before he makes One bold Motion: 
And, to be ſure, the laſt ſhall be to his own 
Advantage. In a Word, D#nkrk, the Strong- 


eſt and moſt Important Sea-Zown. of all 


the 7ſt, is ſurrendered by the Spaniards 
to the French; and by theſe, as an Earneſt 
of Friendſhip, is put into the Hands of the 
Engliſh. | 

The little Polrticrans of the City, areamaz'd 
atir; and the Greateſt /ſachiavils of the 
* Court, either cannot, or will not inform 'em 
of the True Secret. 


You ſhall ſee Twoor Three Grave C:it:2e95, 


brooding Thoughts together over a Box of 
Polvita, and ſneezing out their Sentiments, 
without Reſerve. Yet after all their Wiſe 
Conſult, they part as great Fools as they met, 
and only fatisfy themſelves, with — 

iſe- 
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Wiſdom to each other, at the laſt Congs; 
wherein is comprehended, the Whole Sen 
of the Politicks. 

It was generally thought to be ſome Ex- 
traordinary Overture this Court would make 
to the Exg/:/b, when a little before the Sur- 
reader of Dunkirk, the Dake of Crequi, ' Firſs 
Gentleman of the Bea-Chamber, and Anſieur 
Mancini, the Cardinal's Nephew, were ſent 
with a Splendid Retinue of French Nobles to 
England. Every Body gueſs'd, ſome Surpri- 
zing Action would follow ; and that it muit 
needs be a 44/tery of Grand Importance, 
which could not be truſted to Perſons of leſs 
Note than the Two Chiet Favonrites of the 
Carainal Miniſter. And now *tis come out, 
they know not what to make ont, Neither 
can I poſlibly learn as yet, the true Reaſon of 
putting the Ernz!:/p in Poſizflion of ſuch a 
Zown as this, which commands all the /Vor- 
ther Seas, and has coſt fo much Sweat and 
Blood to take from the Spaniards. I have 
ſet Oſmin the Dwarf to Work, and laid: 
Traps to get the Sectet from ſeveral other 
Conrtiers. But, I mightas well haveattemp- 
ted to find out the Body of doſes, which 
caus'd a Quarrel between /Afichae! and the: 
Devil. Time perhaps will diſcover the Secrer. 
And I dare at pretent conclude, that the Ez- 
2/iſh are the only Nation in Exrope, whoſe 
Friendſhip the French think worth Courting» 

The K:2g has been very II of a Fever, and 
in great Danger of his Life : But is now re- 
covered again z which occaſions Abyndance 

: P $ of 
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of Real Joy among. his Friends and Loyal 
Subjetts, As for the-Reſt, they know how 
to counterteir. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell thee, that the 
, Spaniards endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, 
were encountercd by the French, and Routed: 
Abour Two Thouſand of their Men being 
killed, and as many taken Prifoners. 

Sage Baſſa, the Succefles of this Ifonarch 
are (o Conſtant, that they have given Birth 
to a Proverb : For when they would encou- 
rage any Man's Hopes, or make a ſtrong Afſ- 
ſeveration, they ulually ſay, As ſure as the 
Great Lewis will get a Town or Two in Flan- 
ders this Campagne. 

Aareſchal Turenne is a Brave General, and 
tie French Victories are in a great Meaſure 
owing to his Conduct. Be 1s very Expedi- 
tious in his Undertakings. There were but a 
few Days between the Surrender of Dxnkirh, 
and his taking of Bergen, Furnes and Dix- ; 
wwde ; Three firong Fortreſſes in Flanders 
And, 'tis thought, 'twill not be long before 
he takes others. | 

The French King, is-in a Fair Way to the 
Empire of the Weſt. But this will not be for 
the Intereſt of the Grand Signior. For, then 
he will have a New Enemy, of an Old Friend, 
and one more Potent than he had before. Yet, 
Deſtiny over-rules All Things 


Paris, 13th. of the 8th. ZZoon, 
of the Tear 1658. 


LETTER 


. fi,” IS 7 %  moneA T 
HO" ITS , pd 
"MES , 


"— 


Yol. V. «Spar PARIS. 323 


LETTER XI. 


To Mahammed, the Eremit of 
Mount Uriel zz Arabia, 


I Have ofren troubl'd thee with Importu- 
nate Addrefles, O Matchleſs Mortal ; Per- 
mit me once more to unboſom my Thoughts, 
as to my Coxfeſſor, or rather as to an Oracle, 
Surely, this Hour the Stars of my MNats- 
vity ſufter a Mighty Change. I ſeem to my 
ſelf, like one newly awak'd out of a deep 

Sleep, or from tne Deluſfons. of a Jo 
Dream: For, ſo methinks, have-my- Pal 
Years gone away like a NN:eht; whereig my 
Labouring Spirit has encounter'd with No- 

thing but Phantaſms, Viſions tid Darkneſs. 
My 1»fant Days I eſteem the moſt Happy, 
when my Ignorance of* Vice had greater In- 
Auence on my Actions, and preterv'd me1noxe 
free from Blemiſh,. than cou'd afterwards 2H 
my Acquird Knowledge of the Precepts and 
Haxims of Vertue. For no ſooner was I'en- 
join'd the Study of 2Moraity, and taught to 
diſtinguiſh between Go:4 and Evil, but my 
Curiofiry prompted mg to examing the Na- 
ture of the Latrer, more cloſely than by bare . 
Speculation. I found my ſelf more Forcibly 
carry daway by a Secret Pleaſure,to make Ex- 
perimentot what was Forbidden, than to pra- 
Ctiſe what was Commanacd: So prone 1s Man 
to 
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to be jealous of his T#tors, and to ſuſpe&t 
thoſe Laws as Impoſumtions, which put a Re. 
ſtraint on his Native Liberty. 

Beſides this, there are certain Genial Incli- 
nations in every Mortal, which the Tonge/t, 
and he that is in his Nozage, thinks he has as 
much right to gratify, as the Wiſe/# Senior, 
Nor can any Reaſon eafily perſuade him to 
part with this Privilege, but under the Notion 
of being highly wrong'd; fince-every Man 
Naturally places his Intereſt and. Happineſs, 
in purſuing the Motions of his own Will, 

'Tis true, I never was-prone to any Enor- 
mous /ices, or fuch as for their Singularity, 
wou'd make the moſt harden'd Libertize 
bluſh, did he practite them to the Knowledge 
of Men; | 

T ever had an Unconquerable Abhorrence 
for - thoſe Speciftick A&tts of Laſciviouſnels, 
which ought not to be nam'd, and whoſe very 
1aea makes the Thought recoil: Yet am Natu- 
rally Amorous, and cannot but pay .ro Beau- 
ty, * the Sentiments and Paſſions which are 
due from Platomick Love. I admire S$ymme- 
try and Elegance, where-ever I diſcern them; 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together, 
on a Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock. Tam En- 
amour'd with the Brightneſs of the San; and 
like another Enaymics, I languiſh for a more 
Intimate Acquaintance with the Ifoov. The 
Leſſkr Beauties of the Night, the Stars, en- 
flame me with a Thouſand Paſſions. , I make 
my Court to the Whole Hoaſt of Heaven, 
yet I hope commit no Jao/atr3, In fine, Iam 
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in Love with the Tnivey/e; and die hourly, 
when I contemplate the Glory of that 7ra#- 
ſcendent Eſſence, which is the Root and Source 
of All Things. 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a I-/- 
/alman, But I have alſo ſome Emotions for 
Beautiful Women, more Violent than all the 
Reſt, more Dangerous and Fatal. Tell me, 
O Pious Sy/vas, how I ſhall gratify my Love, 
without offending Virtue, or the Gravity of 
a Man ? 

Theſe Creatares ſeem to Be Created for ouc 
Perplexity ; fincea Man can neither well bs 
Happy with, or without 'em- They are Per- 
fect Ridales: And to love 'em, or hate 'em 
too much, is an Equal Sleciſm, 'Twere a 
Queſtion worthy of a Philoſopher, Whether 
this Sex, among all the Neceflary Good Offi- 
ces they do us,were not ſent into the World as 
Spies and Trepans,to obſerve our Counſelsand 
Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, 
Flatteries with Reproaches, Sullenneſs with 
more Obliging Favours; to keep us.ina Per- 
petual Maze and Labyrinth, leſt the Aſpi- 
ring Wit of Men ſhou'd, if left to themſelves, 
attempt ſomething more Audacious than the 
Poets teign of the Sons of Titan, or the Writ- 
ten Law Records of Nimrod and his Compa- 
nions, who built the Tower of Babel. 

But, whether they be Spies, or Faithful 
Aſſiſtants, Enemies or Frienas, 1 tell thee 
plainly, I have not been able to forbear Lo- 
ving 'em.exceſtively. And this is Part of the 
Dream or Trance, out of which I am juſt now 
Awak'ds Another 
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Another Scene, is that of Henwonr, This 
is a Phantome alſo, a mere Vapour, a Sha- 
dow. I never hunted after Glory, nor court- 
ed Popular Applauſe. Yet being entraſted 
with the Sublime Secrets, and commanded to 
ſerve the Grand Si2nvor 1n this Station, l'wou'd 
fain acquit my ſelf without Diſgrace. Nay, 
like other Mortals im ſuch a Pof, I wou'd 
- willingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, 
and the Careſles of the Happy Mimiers who 
ſerve him, if it ſhall be my Lot ever to return 
to the Seraglio. Nothing appears'to me more 
Terrible, than at ſuch a Time to encounter 
with Rugged, Furrow'd Vilages,, or Cold 
and Faint Embraces of my Fellow. Slaves. 

This puts me upon a Thouſand Inquie- 
tudes; makes me ſwear to Contradictions * 
utter Lyes and Blaſphemies, which would 
' turn the Devil to a Saint for Fear. In a 
Word, I tumble at no Vice or Immorality, 
which may promote the Caſe I am engag'd 
in. And all this for the Sake of a Fair Cha- 
rater at the Port: Whilt I'm cajoling my 
ſelf as well 2s others witha Perſuafion,that 'tis 
only on the Score of Honeſty, and to acquit 
my {elf a Good Man. Thus, I purſue a Blaſt, 
a Bubble, the 1dea of Noting, mere Vanity 
and an Empty Dream. And 'tis harder for 
me to ſhake if this Enchantment, than that 
of Love. 

Yet, all this while, I have not taken the 
French Method: to gain Homnr. I never was 
Guilty of Oppreflion and Cruelty, norbath'd 


wy Hands m Human Blood. No 7idw or 
Orphan 
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Orphan moyrns for what I've taken from 'em. 
Nor did I ever Dragoon any Body into Com- 
pliance with Reafton., All the Parts I've 
Acted in this Nature, were Defenſive ; Pure 
Efforts of Self- Preſervation: Which, thou 
know'ſt, ts a Principle Natural to all Men, 
and even to the Yorms of the Earth. Theſe 
Little Repti/es, when they're trampl'd on, 
will turn again. And nothing more do I, un- 
leſs in the Sz/tar's Caule. 

This puts mein Mind of my Integrity: For, 
I muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as my 
Vices» Neither Arabia, nor all the Eaff, 
have ever brought forth a Man more true 
to his Truſt, than Honeſt Loyal Idahmnt. 
I will for ever boaſt of this, in an Age fo full 
of Treachery» This along will carry me 
ſafe to Paradiſe, in Spight of all the Aol- 


lahs, As for the Reſt, they're only Venial 


Sins, eaſily dropt off on the Bridge of Tryal- 
And ſolong as no Body can fay, I ve betray'd 
my AAafter's Secrets, I'm ſafe as an Angel 
that is not oblig'd to ſtand Sentinel at the 
Loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For, there he's 
within Gun-ſhot of the Dev. . 

Ju as I drew my Pen from that Word, a 
ſuddain Noiſe 1n the' Streets call'd me to the 
Window. Where turning my Eyes from 
the Earth to the fon and Stars (for 'twas a 
very ſerene Sky) I obſervd a ſmall ſwift 
Cloud to'glide along from South to North, 
much in Appearance like a Bale of $:/k. Ir 
cleft the Element like a Sly Arab Thief, that 
ſwims for Booty on the River 7igris, Won- 


dring 
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dring at this, when all the F:rmament was 
Clear, and not another Cloud above the Hb- 
7:1z0n; I toon concluded, 'T was the Chariot 
of ſome Airy God, a Adercury or Meſſer. 
ger, ſent wich ſpeedy News, to the High 
Lords, Commanders of th2 Artick Regions ; 
to bid 'em be upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch 
weighty Matter. Perhaps, thought I, a Yar 
15 commenc d between the Sp:7:t5 of the Poles, 
Or, it may be, King e/£2/zs has ſent a 
Sammons to the Northern Winds, being re- 
ſolv'dtoplay ſome Royal Pneumatick Freaks 
upon the Sea. 

In good Earneſt, it made me reflect on our 
Tenorance of the Lawsand Conftitations of the: 
Elements. It put me in Mind of the Fogs 
and Mitts,” which ſometimes envelop the 

lobe- in- Darkneſs; on Purpoſe, for ought 
we know, to hinder us from ſeeing what is 
tranſatting ar ſuch Seaſons in the Higher Re-- 
Lions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe Sere- 
ner Tracts, may then be Frolicking in Vibe 
Forms, Celebrating Solemn Feſtivals, and 
kindling all the Meteors of the Upper Pelkbin, 
as Natural Fire-Works and 1layminations, not 
fit for Mortals to bzhold, left we ſhou'd learn 
too much, and grow as Wile as they. How- 
ever, it made me very Contemplative, to ſee 
a ſingle Solitary Cloud thus glide along the 
Air: And I cou'd-have wiſh d for Wings to 
purſue irs Motions, becauſe the Appearance was 
not Common. " 

Thou that haſt meaſurd the whole Frame 
of Nature, and-taken the True Dimentons 
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of the Yorld; that haſt penetrated into the 
Secrets of the Elements, and art always buſy d 
in the moſt Sage and Solid Scrutinies; wilt 
{mile at the Vanity of Common Mortals, 
ſach as I, who when we are Linintelligible to 
our ſelves, yet preſume -to comprehend the 
Ways of the Omnipotent, who is Perfett in 
Knowleage, 

As for me, who have ſtudy'd in the Aca- 
ademies, and read Ariſtotle, Avicen, Plotinas, 
Averroes, with other Philoſophers; I eſteem 
my ſelf ſtill but at the Botrom of Plato's: 
Cave, Converſing with Shadows, miſtaken 
in every Thing, but the 7dea of thy Santtity 
and Immenſe Wiſdom, which is Imprinted on 
my Hl, as thoſe which the Phz/ſophers call 
ps. Principles, becauſe they are Self- Evi- 

ent. 

I deſign'd to have ſaid more to thee; but a. 
ſudden Indifpoſition and Extreme Faintneſs, 
has taken away my Spirits. My Limbs trem- 
ble, my Head is giddy, my Heart fails me- 
In a Word, I ſeem like one between a 4r- 
tal and a Ghoſt. 


Paris, 29th. of the 8th. oor, 
of the Tear 1658. 
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LETTER XI. 


To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, * 
Baſla. 


HY Sur-Name argues thee a Favonrite 
at the Serag/io: And for that Rea- 
ſon, I know, thou art accuſtom'd to re- 
ceive Infinite Submiſſions and Flatteries- But 
I muſt-be.as blunt with thee, as I was with. 
the New /4#fti, when I Congratulated his 
Acceſſion to the Chief Patriarchate, I told 
that Prince of the Mnſſulman Prelates, that I 
had no Encouragement to welcome him to a 
Dignity, which though-in it ſelf Sacred. and 
Inviolable, yet cou'd not ſecure him from the 
Perſecutions. of Poplar Envy, any more 
than it did his Predeceſſor» And the fame I 
muſtfay to thee. ( 

Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa, is falPn a Victim 
to the Rage of the 1ultirude; and thou haſt 
got his Seat on the Bench. May'it thou en- 
- joy it long, and never be eb out of thy 
Honour and Life as he was Some Years ago, 
he forbad me to write any more to him- 
What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However, I obey'd his 
Injunction; being Indifferent to whom I {end 
my Intelligence, provided I do the Grand 
Signior any Service: For, to that End am I 


plac'd here. 
Haſtrious 
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Hlluſtrions Baſſa, 1 ſhall now acquaint thee 
with Two the moſt Principal Points of News 
Rirring in Exrope, One is, the Elettion of 
Leopolds Tonatins Toſephus, King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, to the German Empire. They 
have been canvaſing this Buſineſs Eleven 
Atcons, And at laſt the Anſtrian Faction 
carried 'it. This was done on the 8th. of the 
7th. toon. - And he was ſolemnly Crown'd on 
the 22d. of the ſame. This has height'ned the 
Quarrel between the Dxkhe of Bavaria, and 
the Prince Palatine. The Latter was ſo far 
tranſported with Paſſion at the Diet of Frank- 
ford, that he threw a Standiſh of Ink at the 
Bavarian Embaſſador : Which is reſented as 
an Unpardonable Aﬀeont. And the Dake 1s 
marching with an Army to revenge it, or de- 
mand Satisfaftion- The Eleftor of Mens 
bas deny*d him Paſſage through his Princs- 

ality. And they. are all like to be embroil'd 
m a Civil Yar about it» This is no bad 
News for the eva np” 

But, that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, 
is the Death of Olzver, the Proteftor of the 
Engliſh Commonwealth; who whilſt Living, 
was the Terror of all Ezrope. The Syperſts- 
t104s, and fuch as regard Signs, ſay, This was 
preſag'd Three Aoons ago, when a Great 
Whale, Nine Times as long as a tall Man, was 
taken ina River of England, near the Capi- 
tal City Forty Miles from the Sea. I know 
not whether theſe Kind of Obſervations are 
worthy of Credit. Yet, it ſeems, the Annals 
of that Nation take Notice, That the: _ 

uſua 
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uſual Appearance of a Whale fo far within 
Land, has always Prognoſticated ſotae Migh- 
ty Change. Perhaps, the Fate of 1/trions 
Perſonages, aftetts Nature with a more than 
ordinary Paſſion, puts the Elements into a 
Diſorder, and Inſpires the Zrates with Sym- 

pathy. | 
We are aſlurd, that on the Day of this 
Prmce's Death, and at the very Hour of his 
Departure, there was ſo Violent a Tempeſt 
of Wind, Rain, Hail, Thunder and Light- 
ning, as had never been known by any Man 
then alive in that Nation. Which ſome In- 
terpreted to his Diſhonour, as if he were a- 
Atagician, or at leaſt. a very Wicked Man: 
And that this Hwrricane was rais'd by the De- 
vils, who tranſported his Soul to Hell, Whilſt 
others affirm'd this Mix'd Storm, to be only 
the Sighs and Tears of Nature, the ournful 
Paſſions of the Guardian. Spirits of England, 
for the Loſs of fo Great and Fortunate a Hero: 
And that the very Inanimate Beings Condol'd 
his Death. As for me, I look on all theſe 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effects of 
Chance. T have an Equal Opinion of another 
Circumſtance,much obſerv'd both by his Ene- 
mies and Friends; That he died on the ſame 
Day, whereon he had formerly gain*d ſome 
Notable Victories The Oze deſcanting on 
this to his Reproach, the Other drawing from 
it Arguments of Honour. 'Tis difficult to 
ſay any Thing of him, without appearing 
Partial. He Fad Great Vertzes, and no Leſs 
Vices, He was a Valiant General, -_ wile 
tte 
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Stateſman : Yet a Traytor to his Sovereign« 
As for Religion, though he profe(s'd himſelf a 
Zealot,yet 'tis thought,he was as Indifferent as 
otherPrinces; who for Reaſons of State,and to 
leaſe their People, make a Shew of Piety, 
ut in their Hearts &dore no other Gods but 
Fortune and Vittory. 

He was eſteem'd gne of the Greateſt Polrri- 
cians of this Age; and none cou'd match him .. 
but Z4azarini. Yet I cannot but .ſylle -.- 
whenlI call to Mind, how both theſe Eminent .- 


Stateſmen were cheated this Year, by Two or. ©. 


Three Fagitives. 

A certain French Captain nam'd Gentiln, 
that had ſerv'd under the States of Holland in 
the Wars, and on that Account had often 
paſsd through the Sea-Towns in Flanaers; 
obſerv'd a Weakneſs in one Part of the Walls 
of Oftend, by which the Town mighty eahily 
be ſurpriz'd- At his Return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this; and 
gave him ſo great Encouragement, that the 
Carainal reſolv'd to try ſome Stratagers in | 
Order to gain that Important Place, without 
the Coft and Hazards of a Formal Siege. 

To this End, he commands Gezti/t to ſeek 
out ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Pt: 
Men of Reſolution, ConduQ and Secrecy+ 
This Captain therefore knowing Two or 
Three Fugitives in Paris, who were forc'd to 
fiy out of Flandeys to ſave their Lives, havin 
committed Murders, and other Crimes again 
the Spaniſh Government; breaks the Buſineſs 
to tnem, promiſing Mountains of Go/d, if they 
woud aflilt in carrying it on. They 
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They ſeem d to embrace his Propoſals with 
Abundance of Readineſs, and were intro- 
duc'd'into the Cardinals Cabinet, Where 
that 14nifter being ſatisfy'd in their Chara- 
Qers, and the Offers they made to ſerve him 
in this Afair; ſeconded, the Promiſes which 
Gentilot had made 'er# with many Addi- 
tional Encouragements, In a Word, they 
conſulted together frequently ; were late eve- 
ry Night in the Cardinals Lodgings: And at 
laſt, having adjuſted all the Neceſlary Meaſures 
that were to be- taken; the Fygitives were 
diſpatch'd away into England, with Letters 
from Mazarins to Oliver, the Engliſh Pro- 
teffor. Wherein he acquainted him with the : 
Deſign, requiring the Affiftance of ſome Ex- 
gl;ſh Ships to tranſport Men into the Haves 
of Oſtend. 

"Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with 
a Reſolution to put a Trick both on the Car- 
dinal and the Protefor; and by doing their 
Coxntry fo Conſiderable a Service as the ſaving 
this Town, to merit a Repeal of the Sextexce 
pronounc'd againſt 'em, that ſo they might 
return Home in Peace, and enjoy their Eſtates 
and Native Liberty. 

Oliver receivd 'em very kindly; and em- 
brac'd the Motion with ſome Warmth. But 
upon Second Thoughts, try'd to out-bribe 
HMazarini, and hire theſe Perſons for himſelf. 
Oftend was too ſweet-a Bait in his Eye, to let 
it ſo tamely fall into the Hands of the Frency, 
for Want of a few larger Promiſes, and Offers 


of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd thefe Agents 
briskly 
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briskly withall the EfteQual Oratory he could, 
to win 'em over to his own Separate Intereſt ; 
engaging tobeſtow Great Prefrmonts on em 
in .Eng/and, with Two Hundred Thouſand 
Srgrns, as ſoon as the Bulineſs was accom- 
pliſhed. 

The Three Flemings deſired no better Sport, 
than thus to cajole Two the Ableſt State/mer 
in Exrope. The poſſeſſed Oliver with an 
Entire Belief of their Zeal and Fidelity in his 
Service: And it was agree'd on between em, 
To hold Mazarin in Play, and that Olzer 
ſhould fend him an Anſwer, refuſing to med- 
dle in an [*trigxe which ſeemed to carry ſo 
little Probability of Succels. 

From England theſe Agents paſſed over in- 
to Zealand. Ie having been ſo concluded 
before they parted from Cardinal Mazarin: ; 
that ſo they might there gain more Confede- 
rates, and lay all the Neceſlary Trains to 
bring this 4»trigne to the deſired Iflue. Bur, 
Inſtead of doing either the Proteftor or Car- 


' dinal Mazarin this Service, they went im- 


mediately,and revealed the whole Secret tothg, 
Governor of Flanders. | 
He having duly examined all Circumſtan- 
ces, and being ſatisfied in the Truth of their 
Relations, and in their Loyalty to the K:p 
of Spain ; ccmmanded them to proceed in 
dcluding both the Frexch and the Engli/h, as 
long as they could, with fair Hopes of accom- 
pliſhing their Aims Whilſt he took Care 
to-ſecure Oſtend, and other Parts of Flanders, 
from all Attempts of this Nature. 
In 
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In fine, the Protettor falling off again, be. 
ing frighted by Cardinal Mazarini's Threats, 
who had difſcover'd his Under-Hand Dea- 
ling ; theſe Agents applied themſelves cloſe 
to the French, who were now made ſo much 
more Eager, by Oliver's Deſign to Interlope 
'em. They ſpun out the Jztrigxe ſeveral 
Moons, brought the French King ro fign Ar- 
ticles, and to paſs his Word for the Payment 
of near a Million of Gold; cajol d his General 
in Flanaers, and at one Time made him be. 
lieve, 'Twas his Intereſt to lie ihll for Six 
VVeeks together, when all the VVorld ex- 
pected he would purſue his Conqre/ts in that 
Pravince, At another Time, cauſed him to 
march with ſo much Precipitation, when the 
V Vays were Unpaſlable, that he was forced to 
leave moſt of his Cannon, and a Thouſand 
VVagegons plunged in the deep Roads, with 
the Loſs of Three Fhouſand Men, who were 
either drown'd or ſtarv'd : And a!l this for 
the Sake of gaining Offend. VVhen atter all, 
they were not only cheated of their Hopes in 

t Point, but moſt ſhamefully expoſed $0 
the Derifion and Contempt of all Exrope. 
For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed an Entire 
Confdence in the Fidelity. of his Flemiſh A. 
geats So that wharſcever they propoſed, as 
2n Expedient to compaſs the Detign, was a 
i.aw-. Henceic was, that the French General 
in Flanders- received Expreſs Orders to em- 
-bat.,"2 part of his Army on certain Veflels 
that jay before Dunkirk, and on a perfixed 


Day to Gil into the Haven of Offend, there 
to 
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to Land his Men, and take Poſſeſſion of the 

Town, in the Name of bis /Zafter : Being 

-made to believe, That the Gates would be 

opened to him, and that the Span; Garriſon 
d march out in his Sight. 

All this was cartied on with: fo much Ar- 
tihce and Subtle Management, that when he 
entered the Haves with Ten Veſltls, he 
thought himſelf ſecure of the P/ace: Yet no 
ſooner Landed his Men to the Number of 
Fifteen Hundred, but they thund'red wpon 
them. ſuch Volleys of - Great and Small 
Shot from the Walls, that Two Hundred of 
them fell immediately, as many. threw 
down their Arms, and the Citizens making a 
Vigorous Sally, the Reſt were either Kiil'd or 
taken Priſoners; he himfelf not eſcaping that 
Misfortune. - : 

By this thou mayeſt diſcern, how eaſy 'tis 
for-an Aeent of any Prince, to embaraſs his 

 DAdaſter's Aﬀairs : And, that a Publick Mini- 

fter can never commit a greater or more dan- 
gerous Error, than in being too Credulous. . 

- . Serene Baſſa, let not Mabmat's Name 
ſound harſh at the Port, nor his Honour be 

. traduced by Sycophants : Since his Zojalty is 
Proof againſt all Temptations ; And this the 
Miniſters of the Drvay know by Twenty 
Fears Experience» 


Paris, 5th. of the roth. oor, 
of the Tear 1658 
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LETTER XII. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms 
at Conſtantinople, 


|| Have receiv'd a Diſpatch from our Couſin 
Tfouf. He has been in a Co/d Region, with- 
in the Artic Circle, but now is at Stockholm 
in Sweden. The Parts he has viſited, are the 
Farthermoſt 77at&ts of our Continent to the 
North, They may be call'd, The Territories 
of Night and Darkneſs: For they have but 
One Day in a Whole Tear. The Sx appears 
but Orce above their Horizoy, during his An- 
»al Progreſs through the-Zoazack, Yet, he 
makes them amends by the long continned 
Light he affords them at that Sea/oz: For, 
that One Day is, without the Afracle of Jo- 
21a, prolong d the Space of Four, Five, or 
Six ons, according to the Proportionate 
Diſtance of each Conntry from the Pole. 

. ſoaf relates Strange Things of thoſe Dark 
Countries, and ſuch as ſeem almoſt to ſurpaſs 
Credit,were they not confirm'd by very Grave 
and Learned Writers. He ſays, that in fome 
Parts of Norway, no Tree is to be ſeen, by 
Reaſon of the Volent Force of the Winds, 
which blow down all before 'em, carrying a- 
way even the Roofs of Houſes, and ſcattering 
them at a great Diſtance» So that the Hap 

itants 
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bitants are forced to dwell in Densand Caves, 
and burn the Bones of Fiſhes, for want of 
better Fuel: Since it is Impoſſible for any 
Plant to grow in thoſe Parts Neither can 
Men travel ſafely on Horſes or a-foot, at 
certain Tempeſtuous Seaſons. For, the Wind 
will either- throw boch Horſe and Man to the 
Ground, or catch 'em up into the Airs 
But when he deſcribes the Horrible Coldneſs 
of theſe Regions, the very 1dea of it is enough 
to make one quake. ' He ſays, Co/d is-an 
Aftive Qaality, and Reigns under the North 
Pole, as in 1ts Proper Kingdom or Centre, from 
whence it darts its Freezing Rays through the 
Earth» Yet, others are of Opinion, that Co/d 
is only a Privation of Heat, a bare Paſſive 
Diſpoſition of the Elements; and therefore 
more Senfibly felt in thoſe Cimates that are 
fartheſt from the Warm I»fluences of the Sus, 
whoſe Beams give Life and Vigor to All 
Things» Be it how it. will, its EffeRts are 
very Remarkable in thoſe Northern Regions, 
All the Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there, are- 
frozen up during the inter. Men, Horſes, 
Waggons, Coaches, and even whole Armies - 
paſs as commonly over the ce, as before Ships 
failed there, or as we travel o'er the Firm 
Land. And laſt Winter, the Baltich Sea was 
the Road of Ice, over which the King of Sue- 
aen marched with his Army of Horſe and 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the War 
in thoſe Parts, They alſo raiſe Strong Forts 
of Sow, able to ſuſtain the Battery of Bu!. 
lets and Engines of War, with all the Vi- 
Q 2 ..  olence 
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olence of ' the Fierceſt Aſlaults. They 
build Carvanſera's on the Frozen Seas and 
Lakes, for the Convenience of Travellers; 
and ſet uþ Branches of Firr or Juniper, as 
Marks to diſtinguiſh the Holes «nd Fiffures 
of the Te, from that which is ſolid and ſe- 
cure : For titre tare High-ays on thoſe Con. 
gealed Waters; and Officers appointed to ſur- 
vey them, and take all Neceſſary Orders for 
the Security of Travellers, And: ſometimes 
they fight Pirch'd Battles on the Frozen Ele- 
ments 

Our KX»:/man alfo has made Curious Re- 
'marks on the 7r:umphal Obelicks, and Fune- 
wal Monuments of Ancient Hero's among the 
Goths and Suedes : For thoſe Nations boaſt 
of Giants and Pamons Warriours, Theſe 
Afonuments, tho' of Stohe, and Exquiſitdy 
Shaped, 'yet were never cut by the Hand of 
Man ; bur are as ſo many Splinters of Rocks 
and Mountains, torn from the Main Body 
by the Violence of Earthquakes, Thunders, 
or the like Motions of Nature; And falling 
down in the Forms of Pymmids, and other 
Artificial Figures, were of Old fer up by 
the Graves of Giants and other Reyowned Per- 
ſons- Having alſo I»ſcriptions on them, fg- 
nifying the Particular Hero who there lies bu- 
ried. Such as theſe, 


I Uffo, 


— — — — 
—_ —— <> ——n— on 


| Vol. V. aSpyrat PARIS: 341 

1 Uffo, Fighting in Defence of my 
Country, with my Ony Hand 
KjlFd Thirty Two Giants : And: 
at laft kin Kild by the Giant: 
Rolvo, my Body lies here, 


And, 


I Ingolvas that Shaw's all Oaaref 
5 ſors, and drfended the Poor and 


Weak ; Now gropn Ot, Poor 


and Weak oy ſelf; »6b have 
my Sword gu” to my 
hb, 


am fore'd weld 73 
(wha Copquers Ut Things), an 
fo go uta this a 
which I. preper'# for my Laſh 
' Retreat, 


Ir ſeems, there are Infinite Numbers of 
theſe Tombs all over the Defarts, Mountains, 
and Yallies of the North. Which is an Ar- 
gument, That however Contemptible theſe 
P-cple may ſeem to the True Behevers ; 
Yet they haye not been wanting in Vali- 
ant Men and Hero's. Doubtleſs, God has 
diſpens'd his Vertues and Graces to Men of 

Q 3 all 
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all Natiozs : He is not Partial in his Gifts. 
We ought to Praiſe him in the Beginning 
and End of all Our Actions. And .if we 
contemplate his Honour in the Middle of 
our Affairs, we ſhall not do .amiſs; Since, 
as he is the F:/# and the Laſt of the 
Unwerſe, fo he is the Center of Every 
Thing: . : 

I had not theſe Relations only from 1/o»f, 
but out of the Hiſtorians themielves, who 
write of theſe Comries: Yet our Kinſ- 
21au informs me_ of Soine Things, which 
are omitted by thoſe Authors. Every 77 4- 
veller 1s Singular 11; his Obſervations : For, 
all Men have not the ſame Genizs. And 
thy Joxrnal of the Eaft, abounds with Re- 
marks which are not common in other 
Writers, Þ:. 

Brother, if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, 
to do nothing by Imitation ; but purſue the 
DiRares of thy own Sence, and the Peculiar 
Bent of thy S$ox/. For whatever is forced and 
affeted, is Nauſeous, 


Paris, 16th- of the 12th« Joon, 
ef the Tear 1658- 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIY. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a. Merchant 
in Venice. 


HE Kaimacham has informed me, that 
thou art appointed to ſucceed Adona: the 
Jew, in [taly. He has alfo acquainted me 
with other Matters relating to thy Charge. 1 
am glad they have found our a Inſſulman 
Capable of that Important Traſt; and that 
we ſhall not always ſtand in Need of Fews to 
ſerve the Grand Signior, Emperor of the Faith- 
Fal. Tho ſome of that Nation are very Ho- 
neſt and Loyal; yet 'tis better to be without 
em. | 
Thou and I, are Strangers to each other : 
But 'tis Neceſſary for us to be ſpeedily ac- 
quainted,and hold a Mucual Intimacy by Let- 
ters; that ſo we may ſerve our Great Mz. 
fter, without Interfering or Claſhing in our 
Intelligence. I have been here theſe Twenty 
Years, and made no Falſe Steps in my Sove- 
reign's Buſineſs, whatever I.have done in my 
own : Yet have encounter'd a Thouſand Dif- 
ficulties and Perils; ſuffered Impriſonmenr 
many AMvons in Parts, for my Fidelity ; 
whilt my Enemies at Conſtantinople, perie- 
cured mz as a Traytoy and an [afidel. 
'Tis Impoſſible to avoid theſe Crofles, in 
the Courſe of Humane Life» They are as 
» Q 4 Natural 
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Natural as the Wind or the Rain. All that 
we cando is, by a prudent and dextrous Ma- 


nagement of Contingences, to wind our ſelves 


out- of Trouble as well as we can. And a- 
bove all, rather to be our Own Executio- 
ners, than betray the leaſt Secret commitred 
ro us, 

I queſtion nor, but thou haſt had the ſame 
Inſtructions given thee by the 44inifters of 
the Happy Port. What 4 ſay, is only to con- 
firm thee in thy Fidelity and Care. Write to 
me with the fame Frankneſs, and let No- 
thing make thee reſerved to thy Fellow-S/aver 
We are both Followers of rhe Prophet : We 
Worſhip Oe God after the lame Manner, and 
Equally reverence the Algorau, We ſerve 
One Maſter ; and tho' in difterent Station 
yet Jet our AﬀeCtions and Itereſts be ate 
as Friends. Let no little narrow Paſſions os 
Emulations, corrupt our Integrity ; or- teach 
us to un-Man our ſelves. 

I know not thy Original, whether thou 
art of Aahometan or Chriſtian Parents 
'T would be very Obliging to ſend me a ſhort 
Hiſtory of thy Life, and how thoy learned't 
the ralian Tongze : For without that, judge 
they would not have ſent thee ingo that 
Country, 

As for me, I'm an Arabian by Birth, 
brought up inthe Szrag/io ; from thence ſent 
ro Sea; there taken Captive by the Chri- 
frtans ; fold in Sicily, where I underwent a te- 
dous Servitude, yer at Iength gained my 
Freedom: and havirg paſſed through Vari- 

OUS 
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ous Fortunes, at laſt was ſent hither, to ob- 
ſerve the Secret Connſels of the Chriſtians, &- 
ſpecially of this Cort. | 
I now grow Old, having ſeen near Fift 

Years. Yet tho' the Strength of my Body 
fails, I feel not the leaſt Decay in my Zeal 
for the Mu(ſaulman Faith,or my 71aſter*s Ser- 
vice, I'm ſtill Mahmnt, the Loyal Slave of 
the Port ;:and thy Friend, fo long as thou 
art {o to thy {elf, 


Paris, 30th of the 1ſt. oy, 
of the Tear 1659. 


LEFT ER: IF 
To the Kaimacham. 


IT rejoyces-me to hear, that Adovai's Place 
is ſupplied by a 4ſſulman, in whom the 
Subliwe Port may put more Confidence, than 
in any of Jewiſh Race. *'T will be an Encou- 
ragement to the Trae Faithful, and a_ Prece- 
dent of.good Import, For, no Natzon laye 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on 
Stragers, when his own People are as ca 

ble of Employment as they» Tis Generally 
taken as an Aﬀront and Contempt of their 
Abilities or their Vertue, and las often prq- 


_ Ill Conpgpeness m 
eny not; but there are mapy Honeſi an 
Q's Wis 
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Wiſe Men among the Hebrews, Perſons of 
Merit and Honour, from whom the Sultas 
receives no ſmall Services But, this ought 
not to diminiſh the Reputation of thoſe who 
are of the ſame. Faith with their Sovereign, 
Doubtleſs, Arabia and. Turky are not barren 
of Good Solarers, Prudent Stateſmen, and 
Dextrous Miniſters. 

I know-not the Character of Zeias Alaman- 
zz, whether he be a Natural born T»k, a 
Tributary Son of a Chriſtian, or a Voluntary 
Renegado. However, the Choice that is made 
of him, convinces me, that the Unerring Dz- 
van eſteem him a Man fit for the Bulineſs 
committed to his Charge. | 

He ought to be perfectly skill'd in 1ta/tas, 
or at leaſt in ſome other Language of the Na- 
zarenes : That ſo he may paſs the better 
unſuſpected. among the People where he re- 
ſides, who are more Jealous of Strangers, 
than any other Nation-1n —__ 'Tis a 
Crime thought worthy of Impriſonment, for 
a Venetian to converſe with a Foreigner too 
frequently, and in Private : For they are a- 
fraid leſt by that Means, a_ dangerous Corre- 
ſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſhed berwixt ſome 
Ill affected Subjects of that Commonwealth, 
and its Enemies : Whereby their fecrets 
may be betray*'d, and Meaſures taken to 
ruine 'em- * 

For this Reaſon alſo, they have forbid 
Falſe Hair or Perrakes to be worn by any in 
their Dominions, leſt this might ſerve as a 
Diſguize for Villains and-Traytors- _ No- 

| ing 
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thing more common in Fraxce and other: 
Countries of Exrope, than for Men to wear 
on their Heads, Ornaments of Womens Hair, 
inſtead of their own. | 

As to Religion, I believe, they wall not. 
much trouble him, being no Zealots them- 
ſelves: And provided he does but profeſs 
himſelf-a Chriſtian and a Catholick, they'll 
make no farther Inquiſition. . 

The Ttalians in General, are much like the 
Ancient Romans in their Humour. Men of 
grave Aſpects, and Carriage, and much more 
i both than the Freach, who ap- 
pear Ridiculous through the Levity of their 
Diſcourſe and Attionss The Former abound 
in Sage Precepts of Morality, and Politick 
Aphoritms, which ſerve as a Rule whereby 
to ſquare the Courſe of their Lives :* The Lat- 
ter only aftet ſome flaſhy Improvements of 
Wat and Converſation, ſtudying rather how 
to pleaſe Women, than Men ; coveting to be 
perfect in External Accompliſhments, and 
the Graces of the Body , whilſt they flight 
the more valuable Endowments of the Minds 
In a Word, they are mere Apes, and A-- 
micks. On- the Contrary, the {talian: are 
Men of an Awful and Majeſtick Behaviour, 
folid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you 
{ee them ſmile, you ſhall ſeldom or never hear 


' *emlaugh: Whereas, the Morion of a Feather 


will ſet the French a-Braying like Aſſes. 
Theſe will contract a Warm Friendſhip with 
any Man at firſt Interview, heighten it with 
a Thouſand Compliments, make him their 

| TOE Confeſſor, 
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Confeſſor, and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet 
a Second Encounter ſhall extinguiſh this 
Paſſion, and a Zhird ſhall revive it again. 
Whereas, thoſe are cautious and flow in the 
choice of their Friends; and when once that 
Knot 1s. diflolv'd, 'tis never to be faſten'd 
there again. They are Irreconcilable in their 
Batred and Revenge. 

But, there are Men to be excepted in Both 
Nations, who fall not under rheſe General 
Characters. France affords many Wiſe, and 
Learned Perſons ; and 1taly, not a few Fools 
and Ideots. - Vertues and Vices are ſtrangely 
mix'd in all People. War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other Humane Occurrences,alrer 
Men's Natural Diſfpoſitions, and give the Lye 
ro the Exacteit Obſervations that cars be 
made. . Befides, Time changes all Things ; 
And the Qualities which this Age remarks in 
the Hialtans, may in the next be transfterr'd 
to the Freach. For, there is no Conſtancy 
in any Thing under the 140. 

Zeids will find great Examples of Fruga- 
lity, among the Venetian, in the neceſſary 
Expences of their Perſons and Families; Yec 
Abundance of Magnificence in whatever re- 
lates to the Pablick, which the Subjects of 
that Commonwealth ſerve with open Purſes, 
and free Hearts. 

Indeed, they are not ſo Remarkable for 
their Temperance,as fome other Parts of 7aly. 
Libertiniſm and Voluptuouſneſs, reign un- 
controul'd in Ferice. Women and Wine, are 
#hers aimoſt; as Common, as the E/:ments. 

| Yet, 
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Yet, 'tis obſerv'd, that Strangers generally 
debauch more with Both, than the Natives- 
God preſerve Zeiai from their Tempta- 
tions- 

If it be his Fortune, or Duty to viſit Padua, 
he ought not to make toa long an Abede in 
that Neſt of Philoſophers and Phyſicians, leſt 
they firft Anatomize his $ox/, and diſcover 
the Secrets of his Commiſſion; and then turn 
his Body to a Skeleton, as they once ſerv'd a 
Adoor, whom they diflected Alive, to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a /4ahome- 
tan's Blood Circulated the ſame Way as a. 
Chriſtians. 

Thoſe Italian Phyſicians, are very Cruel; 
and think it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other 
Fatal Tricks on the Poor, that ſo they may 
be the better able to keep the Rich on the 


Rack at their Pleaſure, and make their Mar- 
ket on 'em- 


I know not Zeidi's appointed Station, or 
what Cities he 1s to ſee: But, where-ever he 


goes, 'twill be Neceflary for him to uſe Abun- 
dance of Caution ; for the Zalians are the 
cloſeſt, ſlyeſt and moſt Judicious People in 
the World. 

But, I forget that he is choſen by the Di- 
van for this Employment, to whom the Cha- 
racters of all Nations are known, and who 
penetrate into the moſt Interiour Receſſes of 
Men's Spirits. 

Therefore, Ilay my Hand upon my Mouth 
m profound Submiſſion, and acquieſce to my 
Saperiors. Still praying, That the Grand 

Senior 
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Signior may have Faithful and Wiſe 245ni- 
ſters at Home, and no Novices for his Agents 
Abroad F 


Paris, 3d- of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 


m——_— 


LETTER XVL 


To William Voſpel, « Recluſe of 
Auſtria, 


"Here is a Street in Paris, which they call 
the Srreet of Hell, The Reaſon of this 
Name is-ſfaid ro be, becauſe at one End of it, 
there formerly (tood an Old Houſe, poſle(s'd 
by Devils, who were fo troubleſome, that as 
the Records of Paris affirm, an Editt of Par- 
Lament was pals'd, to remove all the Inhabi- 
tants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
ſhur up the Entrance with a. Wall. Since 
which, rheſe Demons were expell'd by- the 
Carthuſians, who built a Monaſtery in the 
Place. If this 'Story bz true, it redounds 
muz to the Reputation of that Order, and 
of all you A{naſiicks in General, who by 
your Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the afer- 
nal Spirit, Bur I have heard fo many hilly 
Tales of Houles being haunted by Ghoſts and 
Hovgoblins, that 1 know not how to give 

Credit to this. | 
Belides, 


T3 
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Beſides, when I conſider the Nature of 1- 


corporeal Beings, it ſeems Ridiculous to think; 


that they can takeDelight to play the Antiques, 
to frighten poor Mortals: Or confine them- 
ſelves to an Old Ruin'd Caſtle ( fer ſuch was 
this Houſe) for the Sake of a Little Sport; 
When according to the Ancient Philoſophers, 
every 1acorporeal Being 1s far more Excellent 
than the moſt Perfef# Body, and can be Every 
Where : Neither are they at any Time Locally 
Preſent in Boates, but only by a Propenfion 
or Habit are inclin'd to them : And this they 
mean of Living Bodies, What Charm then 


can there be in an Old Rotten Fabrick of _ 


Stone and Wood, to allure and detain /mmate- 
rial Subſtances ? 

Certainly, the Nature of theſe Separate 
Eſfences, is very Remote from all Compound- 
ed Beings. , T have been often at a Loſs, in 
Contemplating the Sox/ of Man. Sometimes 
it ſeems no otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd from the 
Souls of Brutes, than by being United to a 
Body of Different Organs; Which cauſes us 
to ſhew more Evident Tokens of Reaſon than. 
they, in the Facz/ty of Diſcourſe, and in our 
Actions. Yet when I confidzr 'more atten- 
tively the Operations of our M424 and Intel. 
les, 1 cannot but conclude,There is a vaſt Di- 


ftinction between ozr Sonls. and thoſe of the 


Beaits., I have with Pleaſure obſerv'd the 
Excellency of Humane Itelleft in Madmen 
and Dreamers; who bing come to themſelves, 
(as we uſually fay) relate many Things of 
which they were before Ignorant, and com- 

prehend 
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prehend Things ſurpaſſing their Former Ima- 
ginat1ons, | 
It appears therefore more Rational to me, 
That the Sox! is Every-HWhere and No-Where, 
as the Ancients ſay; Than that it is ſhut up 
and Imprifon'd in the Body, as a Wild Beaſt 
in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. However, 
by an Ineffable ProduCtion of it ſelf, it is Pre- 
ſent in Every Part of the Body, as the Light 
of the Sun is diffusd through the Air, and 
an as ſoon withdraw it elf, as that Light 
when interrupted by a Cloud. Ina Word, I 
conceive the Soul to bea very Free Agent, and 
that it is here, and there, and every where. It 
United it ſelf to the Boay by its own Choice, 
and can retire again from ir at Pleaſure. 
 Onecloſely -purſu'd At of Contemplation, 
will at any Time carry thee or me to the 
Iaviſioles, whenever we go reſolutely about 
It. | 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 4th» 74oon. 
of the Tear 1659. 


LETTER 
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- LETTER XVIL 


To the Venerable Tbrahims Cadi- 
leſquer of Romeli, 


ff has not a Year eſcap'd, ſince my 
Arrival at Paris, wherein Idid not ſend 
to the Mniſfters of the Ever Happy and Ex- 
alted Port, conſtant Intelligence of Battles, 


Sieges, Storming of Towns, and ſuch 'other 


rrences of Yar, as happen'd between 
the Kingdoms of France and Spain. But now 
I believe, my Future Di/patchts muſt con- 
tain other Matters. For, in all Appearange, 
this Yar which has laſted Four and Twenty 
Years, is in a fair Way to be ended. The 
Jug of Spain grows weary of his Cont 
nual Loſſes in aly, Flanaers, and Cate/avas 
And ne of France, icems glatted with Pas 


© pecual Vitories and Conqueſts. In a Word, 


theſe Two Potent Adenrarchs laying alide 
their Quarrels, are making diligent 

tions this Year for a Campagne of Friendſhip 
and Love. 

They are both in Arms, yet commit no 
Acts of Hoſtility. Whilſt Cardinal MMaxa- 
7111 on the Part of this Crown, and Dom Lans 
a Aro de Guſman, Firſt Miniſter of Spain, 
are gone to meet each other on the Froatiers 
of both Kingaoms, as 'Plenipstentiaries tax 
their Reſpetive IZafers, to concert the _- 

ures 
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ſures of a Laſting Peace, and treat of a ay- 
riage between the King of France, ahd the 
Tofanta of Spain. 

All Exrope is amaz'd at this ſurprizing 
Change. And the French and Spaniards,who 
border on cach other, can hardly belieye their 
own Senſes, whilit they find a Mutual Com- 
merce reſtor'd between their. Frontier Towns 
and Villages, which had been Interrupted, 
ever {ince the Year 1635. about Sixteen 
A0:1ns betore T came to this City, 

But, though they are thus diſpoſed to 
Peace here in the Feſt; the Norchern Mo- 
»archs are puſhing the Yar forward in Sae- 
Aea, Denmark , and Poland, with all Imagi- 
nable Vigour and Animoſity- The coming 
over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the 
Daniſh Intereſt, has made a-great Alteration 
m their Affairs. For, whereas Fortane ſeem'd 
Hefore in all Things to favour the Suedes; 
now they loſe Ground, and find their At- 
temipts Unſfiicce&ful. Four Thouſand of their 
Men fell before the Walls of Copenhagen, in 
Three Nights and Two Days: Which caus'd 
King Guſtavas to raiſe the Siege. Whilſt the 
Duke of Brandenburgh retook Fredericks-Oat, 
and thereby reſtor'd to the King of Denmark, 
the Provinces of Holſtein, Jutland and Dit- 
mar (en. 

The Hollarders alfo have had a Combat 
with the Szedes at Sea, and funk Fourteen 
of their beſt Ships: Beſides what they burnt 
and took, 


Theie 
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Theſe Events have ſtirr'd up ſeveral Princes 
to mediate a Peace. And'tis not Improbable, 
but in a little Time, we may ſee all the Chri- 
ftians 'good Friends: And then 'twill be 
Time for the 14«ſulmans, to be upon their 
Guard. 

As for Hahmiat, he will not fail to pry 
into the Counſels of theſe 1»fidels; and ſend 
timely Notices to the Port. Leaving the Reft 
to the Wiſdom of his Swperiours, and: the 
Pleaſure of Deſtiny. 


Paris, 29th. of the 6th. oor, 
of the Tear 1659. 


www 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Muſu Abvwl Yahyan, Alfaqui, 
Profeſſor of Theology at Fez. 


TH E Charafter, which the Great and II- 
luftrious Abdel! elec Multi Omar, Pre. 
faent of Preſidents, Grace and Ornament of 
Ancient Learning, Oracle of Africa, and Re- 
ftorer of O9fol-te Truth; has given me of- 
thy Profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me 
with Reverence and Sacred Love. I am ra- 
viſhed with Wonder and Joy to hear, That in 
this Age, wherein the Muſſulmar Theology has 
ſuffered ſo many Innovations, there yer ſur- 
Vives a Man who dares, and is able to aflert 

| againſt 


mo 


- -— nn -—u_nproagon. wore odd. 
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againſt all Oppoſers, not only the Primitive 
and we Truth, brought down from 
Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel; but alſo the 
Real and Indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Coun. 
fels, and Aftions of the Prophet, whilſt he 


was on Earth converling with ortals, be. , 


fore his Tranſmigration to the Gardens of E- 
ternal Repoſe and Solitude, Thou art the 
Enoch, the Hermes Triſmegiſtas of the Age- 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zn, or the 

Book of Dodrine; each pretending to com- 
prize the whole Syfem of that Divine Phi- 
loſophy and Wiſdom, which dropt from the 
Lips of our Incomparable and moſt Holy Law- 
giver, and were Atteſted by his Wife, rhe 
Holy Ageſha, Mother of the Faithful, and by 
his Tex Diſciples, Yet all theſe various 7T74»- 
ſcripts differ, both in their Sence and Manner 
of Expreſſions. 
. Ihave peruſed the: Books Entityled Dabif, 
or Twperfet? ; which contain the Idenwirs 
of his orher Wives; - and the. HManuſeripts 
called Mancof, or Fragments: Being only 
a Colleftion of ſome Selef# Sentences, Apho- 
riſms and Parables of the Sext of Goa 
But theſe have no other Authority to back 
'em, ſave the Credit of ſome Learned Scribes, 
who were not familiar with the Divine Fa-. * 
vourite, only living in his Time, and taking 
Things on Report. | 

In fine, I have met with ſeyeral Parc#- 
ments of the Zaquini, or Pretended 7744s- 
rions of Aba Becre, Omar, and Othman: But 
theſe I eſteem as Spurious, Corrupted, and 
full of Errors, What 
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What ſhall I ſay? The 'Zeal of Omar 
Ebn Aba |- Aziz,, the Ninth Calph of the 
Tribe of Merway, 1s not unknown to me. 
I am no Stranger to his ſingular Piety, not 
to be matched among Crowned Heads : For, 
of him it is Recorded, That as he deſcen- 
ded. from the 7Throxe at the Time of his 1-- 
auguration, he gave the Robe from his Back, 
as an Alms to a Poor Man ; And, That during 


\ his whole Rezgs, he ſpent but Two P:a- 


ſters a-Day on himſelf. And fo great was 
his Refignation to Deſtizy, - (an Admirable 
Vertue in a Sovereign Emperonr) that when 
he was on his Bed in his laft Sickneſs, and 
was counſelled to take Phyfck, he anſwered, 
No; if I were ſure to heal my ſelf, only by 
reaching my Finger to my Ear, I would not. 
For, the Place to which I am going , is full 
of Health and Bliſs. 

This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, 
and his Charity always kept him Poor. A4- 
fſlema Ebn Abdil Malec relates, That goin 
to viſit Omar on his Death-Bed, he found: 
him lying on a Couch of Palm- Leaves, with 
Three or Four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his 
Garments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. 
Seeing this, oflema was grieved, and turn- 
ing to his Siſter Phatema the Empreſs, he ſaid, 
How comes it to paſs, that the Great Lord, 
Commander of the Faithful, appears in fo 
[qualia a Condition ? She replyed, As thou 
liveft, he has given away all that he had, even 
to the wery Bed that was under him, to the 
Poor, and only reſerved what thow ſeeft, #0 

cover 
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cover his Nakedneſs. Then oflema could 
not refrain, but burſt forth into Tears, fay- 
ing, God ſhew thee Mercy upon Mercy, thou 
Royal Saint : For, thog haſt pierced our Hearts 
with the Fear of his Divine Majeſty. This 
Caliph was numbred among the Sarnts. | 
He it was, that perceiving the Contradicti- 

on,and Diſputes of rhe 2uſſulmar's, the Dark- 
nels and Confuſion in the Various Copies of 
the Zane, or Book of Dottrine; aflembled a 
General Divan of Mollah's, and Learned Men 
at Damaſcus, from all Parts of the Empire : 
Commanding that all the Mdansſcriprs of rhe 
Zunt, whick were extant, ſhould be brought 
in to this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death to him 
that ſhould detdin one» This being done, 
he Command:d $;x of them, to be choſen 
out of the Whole Number, by Vote ; Men E- 
minent for Learning and Piety: And that 
theſe $:x ſhould ſeverally collect, out of all 
the Multitude of Copies, each Man a Book, 
containing what he thought ro be the moſt 
Genuize Diſcourſes of the Prophet, concerning 
this Yorld, and that which is to come. When 
this was executed according to his Will, he 
commanded all the Old Books to be burn'd, 

in a Field near Damaſcrs. | 
Yet, after all the 'Ke/igi0u5 Care of this Holy 
Caliph, to reſtore theſe Writings to their Pri- 
mitive Integrity, the 1ſ[uimans (foon fell in- 
ro New Contentions, about the Sexce and 14- 
terpretation of theſe Correct Copies of the 
Zun?.. From whence ſprang the Fonr Car- 
dal Set, on, which, all the Ionumerabl, 
| | ener 
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' leſſer and later Diviſions among Trwe Be- 
* fievers, are founded. 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoyce, 
and from my Heart highly applaud the Me- 
thod taken by thoſe of your Renowned Col- 
ge, to diſcern the Trae Dottrines and Sayings 
of the Holy Prophet, from thoſe which are 
Syppoſititions, by comparing all the Books that 
are extant together, and reducing Matters of 
Drvine Revelation to the Analogy of the Alce- 
ran; Thoſe of Philoſophy and Moral Regards, 
to the Standard of Experience and Reaſon : 
For, it is Impious to believe, that the Divine 
Apoſtle would impoſe any Thing on our 
Faith, repugnant to the Sence of Men, or 
the Expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soxl of 
Pythagoras , Mahomet (aid Nothing but what 
was Rational, and Evident to any Unpreju- 
diced Mind. But, the Greateſt Part of theſe 
Sectaries, are beſotted. They form tothem- 
ſelves Falſe Notions of God and his Prophet, 
_ think to merit Paradiſe by their Stupi- 

ITY. 
— INE Alfaqui, I have-much more to 
ſay to thee, and many Queſtions to ask ; Bur, 
Time and the Grand Signior's Service, force 


me to conclude abruptly, wiſhing thee Per- 
fettion of Bliſs. 


Paris, 29th. of the 6th. on, of the Year 1659, 
aceoraing to the Chriſtian Style. 


The End of the Fifth Volume, 


